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The Roman Hiftory. 

pofed him under the conduiSt of Dcmofthencs, a man of 
great refolutioii and intrepidity, who, after the city was 
taken, opened himfelf a way, fword in hand, through the 
midfl of the enemy, and made his cfcape *. 

In the mean time the Roman troops, who had difperfed 
upon the captivity of Valerian, rallying, chofe for their leader 
Calliftiis, or rather Balifta, who had been captain of the 
guards to Valerian, and was a man of great addrefs, intre¬ 
pidity, and experience. He immediately tranfported his 
forces in boats into Cilicia, and obliged the Perlians to 
raife the fiege of Pompeiopolis, a maritime city of that pro¬ 
vince, when it was upon the point of furrendering. From 
Cilicia he flew with great celerity into Lycaonia, and made 
a dreadful havock of the Perlians, whom he found bufied 
in plundering the open places, and entirely olF their guard. 
He retook all their booty and captives, made a great many 
prifoners, and, among the reft, the wives of Sapor. From 
Lycaonia he retired with his plunder, before the Perlians 
could colledl their difperfed forces ; and, embarking his 
army in the velfels and boats he had aflembled, landed fome 
of his men at Sebafte, and others at Corycus, two cities on 
the coaft of Cilicia, and in both places furprifed and cut in 
pieces above three thoufand Perfians Balifta was well 
feconded in his attempts by Odenatus, whofe name is fa¬ 
mous in the hiftory of thefe times, for the many vidlories 
he gained over the PerGans, and his faving the Roman em¬ 
pire in the Fall. All authors agree, that he was a native 
of Palmyra, a city of Phoenicia, about one day’s journey 
from the Euphrates ; but fome writers call him a citizen 
and decurio, while others ftyle him prince of that place. 
Procopius gives him the title of prince of the Saracens, who 
dwelt in the neighbouihood of the Euphrates, and were al¬ 
lies of the Romans ’. As Palmyra was at this time a Ro¬ 
man colony, Odenatus was prince, not of that city, but 
probably of the Saracens, who dwelt in that neighbour¬ 
hood. As he had been accuftomed, from his infancy, to 
the manly exercife of hunting, he bore with great chear- 
fulnels and alacrity the toils of a military life. Of his 
v.ift Zenobia wc fhall have occalion to fpeak hereafter. 

Odenatus was fcarce known till the captivity of Valerian, 
when, dreading the power of the Perlian monarch, as he 
lived in amity w'ith the Romans, he WTote a moft refpeftful 
and fubmiflive letter, protefting that he had never borne 
arms againft the Perlians ; and at the fame time fent feveral 

P'» 3 ‘t- *> Zonar. p. 382. Syncell. p. 235. t Pro- 
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Catnels loaded with rich prefents : but Sapofi provoked at Howtreat- 
riic arrogance of fuch an infignificant pcrfon, as he exprelT- id bj Sa- 
ed himfelf, in prefuming to write to him, tore his letter, or- 
dered his prefents to be thrown into the river, told his am- 
bafladors, he would teach their mafter the refpeff a man of 
his mean condition owed to his lord and fovereign ; that he 
would exterminate him, his whole family and country ; 
adding, that if he came and threw himfelf proftrate at his 
feet, with his hands tied behind his back, he might per¬ 
haps, by that fubmiflion, atone in fome degree for his te¬ 
merity and prefumption. Odenatus refenting, as became 
a man of fpirit, this vile treatment, fwore he would pur- 
fue the Perlians with Bre and fword, and either humble 
the pride of their mighty monarch, or periOi in the attempt 
With this view, he immediately declared for the Romans; 
and, joining Balifta with all his forces, bore a great, if not 
the chief (hare, in the above mentioned exploits ; for to ' 

him Trebellius Pollio aferibes the taking of Sapor’s wives *. 

The Pcrfian, greatly aft'edlcd by that lofs, and apprehend¬ 
ing it might be attended with others ftill greater (for Ode¬ 
natus and Balifta clofely purfued him), lefolved to retire; and gam 
and accordingly diredfed his march towards the Euphrates: great ad- 
but as he advanced through the province of EuphrateBana, 
at a fmall diftance from Palmyra, Odenatus, falling upon 
his rear, made a dreadful havock, and obliged it to repafs 
the Euphrates with great confulion. Many periftied in the 
river; and Sapor was glad to compound with the Roman 
garrifon in Edcffa, which city he had never been able to re¬ 
duce, for the liberty of returning into his own country, 
by yielding all the Syrian money he had amafled in the plun¬ 
der of fo many cities 

After thefe viiRories, Odenatus airumed the title of king Odenatus 
of Palmyra. Gallienus, to reward his eminent fervices, ap- 
pointed him commander in chief of all the Roman forces Palmy- 
in the Eaft ; which truft he difchnrged with great fidelity, 
and was attended with greater fuccels than any of the Ro¬ 
man generals. In the following year, when Gallienus was 
conful the fourth time with Petronius Volufianus, Odena¬ 
tus, not fatisfied with having driven Sapor out of the Ro¬ 
man dominions, entered Mefopotamia, and recovered the 
cities of Nifibis and Charrar. From thence he advanced 
into the very heart of the Perfian dominions, extremely de- 
firous of crowning his glorious fuccefles with the deliver¬ 
ance of Valerian. Sapor met him at the head of a power- 

k Petr. Patr. in Excerpt, de Legat. p- 19. ' Trig. Tyr. 

cap. I4.. p, jjz. O’ Petr. Patr. in Excerpt, de Legat. p. ay. 
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ful army; when an engagement enfuing, thePerfians were 
defeated, and Sapor, with his children, obliged to flielter 
themfelves within the walls of Ctefiphon, the metropolis 
of the I'crfian dominions. Thither Odenatus pui fued them, 
and laid clofe fiege to the place, after having defolated the 
neighbouring country with fire and fword to a great diftance. 
The Perfiaii lords, alarmed at the danger that threatened 
their prince and nation, armed all their vafl'als, and flew 
from the moll dillant parts of the kingdom to Ctefiphon. 
Many battles were fought under the walls of that metropo¬ 
lis, which ferved only to increafe the number of Odenatus’s 
vitlories; many Perfians of great diftindlion were taken 
prifoners, and lent by the emperor to Gallienus : Sapor on 
one fide, and the brave Odenatus on the other, exerted their 
utmofl eftbris, the latter to deliver Valerian, and the for¬ 
mer to avoid the like misfortune, which now threatened 
him But here Trebellius Pollio, after having raifed our 
expeflation, drops at once both Odenatus and the fiege of 
Ctefiphon; and giving himfelf no farther trouble about ei¬ 
ther, leaves us entirely in the dark, as to the ilTue of fo 
glorious and important an undertaking. The reader may 
thence judge of his abilities ns an hillorian. All we cer¬ 
tainly know is, that Sapor was not taken, nor Valerian re- 
feued from his cruel bondage. Some writers feem to infi- 
nuate, that the revolt ofMacrianus, which, according to 
moll hillorian.s, happened this year, obliged Odenatus to 
raife the fiege of Ctefiphon. 

Macrianus was of a mean defeent; but had, by his cou¬ 
rage and expciience, rarfed himfelf from the low llation of 
a common foldier to the highell polls in the army. He 
was exceeding rich, and had married a lady of great dif- 
tmclion, by whom he had two fons, Macrianus and Quie¬ 
tus, who had been elevated to the rank of tribunes bfVa- 
lerian, and were elleemed two of the bell officers of the 
w 0 e army . he father is llylerl, by Dionylius of Alex- 
‘ P ; whence we 

dirt’if and greatly ad- 
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The Roman Hijlory. 

under Valerian, but defpifed Gallienus. He immediately 
took his two fons for his partners in the empire, and ap¬ 
pointed Balifta his captain of the guards (A). 

Macrinus no fooner beheld himfelf invelted with the fo- 
vercignty, than he marched with all the forces he could af- 
femble into the Eaft, fays Pollio, that is, as we conjeflure 
from Egypt into Syria. He engaged and defeated the Pcr- 
lians feveral times; hut regarded P. Valerius Valens as a 
far more formidable entemy. Valens had been fent by Gal¬ 
lienus into Achaia, or Greece, with the title of proconful • 
but hearing that Macrianus had been proclaimed emperor, 
he alTumed the fame title. Macrianus immediately de¬ 
tached Pifo, with a competent force, to fupprefs this new 
ufurper. But Pifo, finding him upon his guard, retired 
into Theflaly, and alTumed the title of emperor, with the 
furname of Theflalicus, as appears from his medals But 
he did not long enjoy that empty and dangerous title, being 
foot! after murdered by feme foldiers employed by Valens 

q Birag. p, 388. 

(A) Trebellius Pollio does habitants had no intercourfe but 
not inform us in what country by letters, which, with great 
Maerianus was created emperor, difficulty, were conveyed from 
nor where, or how long, he one friend to another; it wag 
reigned; and as to the other more dangerous to crofs the 
hiltorians, Zonaras is the only fbreet than the moll tempeftu- 
one among them that takes any ous feas, the moll dry and in- 
notice at all of him. That writer hofpitable deferts : the port rc- 
relates, that the inhabitants of fembled the Ihore of the Red 
Alia received him with extra- Sea llrewn with the carcafes of 
ordinary marks of joy (l). Dio- the drowned Egyptians; thefea 
nylius of Alexandria gives us was dyed with blood, and the 
room to think, that he was ac- Nile choaked up with dead bo- 
knowleged in Egypt; and that dies. The war was attended 
his and his foil’s reign ended with a general famine, and the 
before the ninth year of Gal- famine by a dreadful plague, 
lienus (2). During his ufurpa- which daily fwept off great 
tion happened, in all likelihood, numbers of people, infomuch 
at Alexandria, the difturbances that there were then in Alex- 
deferibed by that writer, who ahdria fewer inhabitants from 
was biffiop of the place. Fury the age of fourteen to that of 
and difeord, fays he, raged to eighty, than there ufed to be 
fuch a degree, that it was more from forty to feventy. Of fuch 
eafy to pafs from the Eall to perfons a regifter, it feems, was 
the remoteft provinces of the kept; and a certain quantity of 
Well, than from one place of corn diltribuied among them. 
Alexandria to another: the in- 

(1) Zonar. p. 136, (2) Eufeb. lib. vii. cap. 13. 
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for Aat purpofe. Valcns himfelf was flam a few days afte 
by his oL troops; and his death, as well ^at of h.s 
rival, was known at Rome before the twenty-fifth of June 
Pifo whowas defended from one of the moft ancent 
and illuftrious families of Rome, was untverfally lamented 
on account of the merits of his anceftors, as well as his 
own. He had been highly efteemed by the emperors, and 
even by Valens himfelf. who, upon hearing the news of his 
'death “ What account (faid he), fliall I give to the gods, 
the infernal judges, of the death of Pifo ? The Roman 
empire has not a perfon equal to Pifio.” Upon the news of 
his death, it was moved in the fenate, that divine honours 
might be decreed him, as to a lawful prince ; and fome 
writers aflert, that he was aftually ranked among the gods 
with this remarkable eulogium, that there never was a 
better man, nor a man of more firmnefs and conftancy. 
However that be, he was decreed a ftatuc, with a triumphal 


chariot’. 

Jiurealu! About the time that Macrianus ufurpcd the empire in 
madeem- the Eaft, Manius Acilius Aureolus was compelled by the 
which he commanded in lllyricum, to take upon 
^ " him the fovereignty ; for the foldiers of every province ab¬ 

horred Gallienus, and would only obey emperors elefled 
by themfelves. Aureolus marched from lllyricum into 
Italy, and made himfelf mailer of Milan. Gallienus, 
after various utifuccefsful attempts to fupprefs him by force, 
was at length obliged to come to an accommodation, and 
accept of his afliflaiice againft Pofthurnius, as we fhall re¬ 
late hereafter. He was, according to Zonaras, a native of 
Dacia, of a mean defceiit, and in his youth a flicpherd ;’but 
lilting himfelf afterwards in the army, he was foon raifed 
from the rank of a common foldier to the command of a 
body of horfe. He dillinguillied himfelf in a very eminent 
manner under Gallienus, in the battle againft Ingenuus ; for 
Bithyma fomc authors aferibe the whole glory of that viflory to him 
^iylhe'scy- 261, the Scythians burfting again into Bithynia, 

ihiaBj, wuftc the whole country a fecond time, levelled with the 

ground feveral cities, plundered Nicomedia, and returned 
unmolefteri into their own country with a valuable booty, 
and many captives". At the fame time, that no part of the 
empire might be exempt from fome fignal calamity, the 
ifland of Sicily, lefs expofed than other countries to the ra- 
Barbarians, was miferably harafled by a band 
of robbers, who, roving up and down, committed dreadful 


' Trig. Tvrann. 
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devaftations, and kindled a kind of fervile war, which was 
not fupprelTed without much difficulty and bloodihed. 

Gallienus being conful the fifth time with FauRianus, 
the empire was in many places afjlidled by other calamities 
befides the wars and commotions we have related. The 
fun was overcaft with thick clouds, and a great darknefs 
continued for fcveral days together, attended with a violent 
earthquake and dreadful claps of thunder, not in the air 
but in the bowels of the earth, vi'hich opened in many 
places, and fwallowed up great numbers of people, with 
their habitations. The fea, overflowing its boundaries, 
broke in upon the continent, and drowned whole cities. 
The plague raged with great violence in Greece, Egypt, and 
efpecially at Rome, where it fwept off, for fome time, five 
thoufand perfons a day- The books of the Sibyls were con- 
fulted, public proccflions ordained, and facrifices offered 
to Jupiter the author of health ; but all to no purpofe ; and 
to their other calamities were added the incurfions of the 
Goths into Greece, and of the Scythians into Alia. The 
former, having made therhfelves mailers of Thrace, pil¬ 
laged all Macedon, and laid fiege to Theffalonica, the ca¬ 
pital of that province, a fiege which threw all Greece into 
the utmoft confternation : troops were difpatched to guard 
the flreights of Thermopylte, fo famous in hiftory ; the 
Athenians rebuilt their walls, which had lain in ruins ever 
fince the time of Sylla ; the inhabitants of Felopoiinefus 
fhut up the iflhmus from fea to fea ; new levies were made, 
and the troops quartered in that province drawn together : 
in the meantime Macrianus, arriving in Greece on his march 
into Italy, attacked the Barbarians while they were attempt¬ 
ing to enter Achaia, defeated them, and obliged them to 
retire into their own country, whither they carried, how¬ 
ever, great part of their booty*. At the fame time the 
Scythians crolling the Hellefpont, under the conduft of 
Rafpa, committed dreadful ravages in Afia, burnt fevcral 
cities, and plundered the celebrated temple of Diana at 
Ephefus, fo much refpedled by the pagans, and fo famous 
for its rich ornaments, and immenfe wealth *. In this ir¬ 
ruption they ruined the city of Chalcedon ; deRroyed the 
poor remains of ancient Troy, and the famous Ilium ; 
then repairing the Hellefpont, they laid wafle all Thrace, 
and retired to their own country with an immenfe booty. 

Macrianus, having fettled the affairs of Syria, left his 
younger fon Quietus, with BaliRa, to guard that province 
againR the Perfians; and fet out for Italy, with his eldclt 


* Gall, Vit, p. ,77, 178. 
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fon Macrianus, at the head of forty-five thoufand men, to 
try his fortune againft Aureolus in lllyricum, and Gal- 
lienus at Piome. He was oppofed hy the forces of the 
former, either in lllyricum, or on the borders of Thrace 
a battle enfued, in which Macrianus and his fon being 
killed, their whole army fubmitted to Aureolus, and were in¬ 
corporated with his troops'". The news of their defeat and 
death were no fooner heard in the Eaft than moft cities revolt¬ 
ed from Quietus, who fhut himfelf up with Balilfa in Emefa, 
whither Aureolus, to complete his vieftory, fent ruffians 
to difpatch him. But before their arrival, Odenatus had 
inverted the place ; a circumltance which fo terrified the in¬ 
habitants and the garrifon, that they killed Quietus, threw 
his head over the walls, and then fubmitted. Macrianus 
and his children being thus cut off, Gallienus was acknow- 
legcd in Egypt and Syria; for Odenatus, though mailer of 
alninfl all the Eaftern provinces, afled, or at leaft pre¬ 
tended to •j’il, in his name. He had no fooner withdrawn 
his troops from Emefa, than Balilla, whom he had fpared 
on account of his advifing the inhabitants fo murder Quie¬ 
tus, alfurncd the title of emperor, and put fuch numbers of 
th e citizens to the fword, for refufing to acknowltge him, 
that the unhappy city was almoll depopulated. 

About the fame time Asmilianus, llyled on the ancient 
medals Tiberius Ccllius Alexander Atmilianus^, comman¬ 
der of the legions in Egypt .aflumed the title of emperor, 
hoping, by thus openly revolting from Gallienus, who was 
no Icfs abhorred in Egypt than in the other provinces, to 
appc.ife the j opulace of Alexandria, who had rifen upon a 
very trilling occafion, and invelled the houfe whore Asmi- 
liaiius refuled, threatening him with prefent death. He no 
fooner proclaimed himfelf emperor, in oppofition to Gal- 
licnus, than the rage of the incenfed multitude abated, and 
the whole city of Ale.xandria, with loud acclamations, ac- 
know leged him for their fovereign. He immediately feized 
all the corn in the public granaries, and by that meafure 
Of call Oiled a famine in feveral provinces. He vifited in 
perfon the mofl diltant parts of Egypt, redrefled many 
giievaiices, rcpulfed with great vigour the neighbouring 
Barbarians, and was preparing for an expedition into India, 
when the troops detached againft him by Gallienus arrived 
in Egypt >, as we fliall relate hereafter. This year Gal- 
licnus, agreeing with Aureolis, marched into Gaul with 
bun and Claudius, who fucceeded him in the empire, to 
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depofe Pofthumius, -who had reigned tliree years undiftwrb- 
ed. As Pofthumius was greatly beloved, and vigorouOy 
fupported by the Gauls, the war lafted fomc years. Gal- 
lienus was defeated in the firft general engagement pf thij 
year, and Pofthumius in the fecond, after having loft the 
flower of his troops. But Aureolus, who was ordered tp 
purfue, having fuffered him to efcape, when he might bat^e 
eafily taken him, he levied new forpes, and renewed thp 
war with frefli vigour’’. 

Gallienus, however, quitting Gaul, returned to Rpnje, Th By- 
and from thence haftened into fhc Eaft, where he wreaked tontines 
his rage on (he city of Byzantium ; but upon what provo- 
cation Trebcilius Pollio, who deferibes the miferable epn- 
dition to which that place was reduced, has not thought 
proper to explain. All we know is, that Gallienus, as fooi> 
as he appeared before it, defpaired of ever being able to 
reduce it -, but being neverthelefs admitted, the day after 
his arrival, within the gates, upon terms, without any re¬ 
gard to the agreement, he caufed the garrifon and all the 
inhabitants to be butchered. Not one perfon, fays Tre- 
bellius Pollio, was left alive in the place. From Byzantium 
Gallienus returned to Rome, where he celebrated the tenth 
year of his reign with extraordinary pomp, and a kind of 
triumph, in which were dragged in chains mock-captives, 
dreffed like Goths, Sarmatians, Franks, and Perfians. Dur¬ 
ing this fpedbacle, fome perfons of humour, mixing with 
thofe who perfonated the Perfians, viewed with great at¬ 
tention their faces, examined their drefs, and feemed to be¬ 
tray great furprize. Being at laft alked what they wanted, 

“ We arc looking (faid they), for the emperor’s father;” 
which fo incenfed Gallienus, that he commanded them im¬ 
mediately to be burnt alivp. 

This year a new tyrant ftarted up, named P. Sempronius Yr. of FI, 
Saturninus. He was a man of great abilities, and renowned 
for his viftories ovpr the Barbarians. Hiftory does notin- u loi^' 
form us where, or how long, he reigned; but only tells ' 
us, that he performed great things while he was emperor, Saturninus 
and was, on account of his feverity, cut off by the fame affumes the 
foldiers who had raifed him to the empire. When he was tttteof em- 
firft proclaimed emperor by the troops under his command, 
he told them, that they had loft a good captain, and 
made a bad prince Towards the end of the year, Theo- diers. 
dotus, a native of Egypt, difpatched by Gallienus againft 
.£milianus, who reigned in that country, defeated him in 

Gall. Vit. p. 178. Zon. p, 136, p Trig. Tyrann. Vjt. 

cap. ai. p. ,96. 
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a pitched battle, took him prifoner, and fent him to Rome, 
■where he was, by the emperor’s order, ftrangled in prifon, 
' according to the ancient cuftom of putting captive princes 
to death. The emperor, to reward Theodotus, dcfigned 
to make Egypt a proconfular province, and honour him 
with the government of that province ; but was diverted 
from it by the priefts alleging a predidlion, which had pre¬ 
vailed even in Cicero’s time, importing, that Egypt would 
recover its ancient liberty, when the fafees appeared there ; 
the fafees being carried, as is well known, before the pro- 
confuls. At this time happened, as we conjeffure, the 
ficge of Bruchium, deferibed by Eufebius ; aEmilianus 
himfelf, or his partifans, having probably taken Ihelter in 
that city after the battle (B). This year the Scythians made 
aiiother irruption into Alia; but were with great (laughter 
driven back into their own country by the Roman forces 
quartered in that province 

The next confuls were Gallienus, the fixth time, and Sa- 
turninus. Ibis year Gallienus, by the advice of his bro¬ 
ther Valerian, and his kinfman Lucillus, to reward the 
brave Odenatus for the many vi£lories he had gained over 
the Perfians, took him for his partner in the empire, ho¬ 
noured him with the titles of C.efar, Augultus, and em¬ 
peror, and all the enfigiis ot lovereignty, and cauled money 
to be coined ■w'ith his name, on which he was reprefented 
leading the Perhans captive. The title of Augulla was 
given to hns wife, and that of Cxfar to his children ^ This 
adion of Gallienus was highly applauded by the fenatc, by 
t le people of Rome, and the whole empire ; for to his va¬ 
lour was entirely owing the prefervation of the Eallern pro¬ 
vinces. over-run and miferably haralTed by the Perfians. 

dea'th nf provinces in the Eaft on the 

death of Macrianus and his children, was at laft killed, ac- 


-> Gall.Vit. p. . 78 . 


' Ibid. p. 179. Goltz, p. 115. 
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cording to the moft probable opinion, by a foldier fent by 
Odenatus for that purpofe Gallicnus, in the fpring of 
this year, left Rome, and marched a fecond time in perfon 
againft Pofthumius, who Hill reigned in Gaul. At his ap¬ 
proach, Pofthumius withdrew into a ftrong place, which 
the emperor immediately invefted ; but foon after raifed the 
fiege, having received a wound in the back with an arrow, 
while he was viewing the walls. Plowever, Pofthumius 
Hill maintained himfclf in pofleftion of great part of 
that country ; and this year, being hard prelTed by Gal- 
lienus, he chofe for his colleague M. Aurelius Piauvonius 
Vidlorinus, as he is ftyled on the ancient coins, of whom 
we read the following charafter in Julius Aterianus, a wri¬ 
ter of thofe times : “ No one (in our opinion), ought to 
be preferred to Vitforinus, who reigned fome time in Gaul: 
he equalled Trajan in bravery, Antoninus in clemency, 
Nerva in gravity, Vefpafian in managing the public money, 
and Pertinax and Severus in his care of the military difei- 
p'' 1C : but his unbridled lull obfeured all his good qualities, 
and call: fuch a blemifti upon his reputation, that no one 
dares to record the virtues of a man, whom all own to have 
deferved the fate which in the end overtook him.” Of 
tliis event w e lhall fpeak in its proper place. 

Next year Valerian, the emperor’s brother, and Lucillus, 
his kinfman, being confuls, the Ifaurians revolting in Alia 
Minor, chofe C. Annius Trebellianus for their leader, who 
took upon him the title of Auguftus, caufed money to be 
coined with his name, and reigned fome time in Ifauria 
and Cilicia ; but -vas in the end drawm by Caufifoleus, the 
brother of Theodotus, from among the rocks and moun¬ 
tains, where he had taken refuge, into a plain, and defeated 
and killed. The Ifauiians ranked him after his death among 
the gods ; and refufing to fubmit to Gallienus, whofe 
cruelty they dreaded, maintained themfelves a free people 
in the very heart of the Roman empire, at leaf! till the time 
of the emperor Coiiftantine. While Gaul, Pontus, Thrace, 
and lilyricum, were held either by a domcftic or foreign 
enemy, Africa too had its tyrant; namely, T. Cornelius 
Celfus, raifed by Vibius Paflienus, proconful of Africa, 
and Fabius Pomponianus, who commanded on the fron¬ 
tiers of Libya. He was but a tribune, and led at that time 
a retired life in the country. Galliena, a lady nearly re¬ 
lated to the emperor, bore a great fliare in this revolt. Celfus 
was a man of great integrity, and worthy of the rank to 

* Trig. Tyrann. Vitel. cap. 17. p. 193. 
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v^hlch he was dfevated ; but he held it a (hott titne, being 
killed the fevertth day after his eleftion. The inhabitants 
of Sicca, who had continued faithful to Gallienus, threw 
his body to the dogs, and crucified him in effigy*'. Among 
the other misfortunes of this unhappy reign, we may num¬ 
ber the lofs of all the conquefts of Trajan, that is, of the 
whole province of Dacia, feized by the Goths, and other 
northern nations ; and the dreadful ravages committed by 
the Franks in Spaiiv 

Gallienus being conful the feventh time, with Sabinillus, 
the brave Odenatus, entering the PciTian territories, ra¬ 
vaged them with fire and fword, overcame Sapor in feveral 
battles, befieged a feennd time, and, according to Synccl- 
lus, made himfelf mafter of Ctefiphon. But in the mean 
time the Goths, entering Afia by the Euxine fea, over-ran 
Lydia, Bithynia, Phrygia, Troas, Cappadocia, and Galatia, 
laying wafle the country, plundering the towns, and carry¬ 
ing off an immenfe booty, with an incredible number of 
captives Next year Odenatus leaving Ctefiphon, flew to 
the relief of Afia ; but the Goths not daring to wait his 
arrival, reimbarked at Heraclea in Pontus, and returned 
home, loaded with booty. Many of them, however, were 
V f m overtaken in the Euxine fea by the Roman 

^othors agree, that Odenatus was killed about 
A. D. i66. differ botli as to the place and manner of 

U.C. 1014, his death (C). He left behind him three fons by Zenobia, 

- Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vabalath, or as he ftyled oil 

He,, mur- fome medals, Hermias Vhaballat ^ As they were very 
young at the time of their father’s death, Zenobia governed 
in their name with the title of Queen of the Eaft. She 


*■ Trig. Tyiann. cap. xg. p. ijg. 
^ Birag. p. 386, 


^ Gall. Vit. p, 177, 


(C) According to Syticellus, 
he was killed at Heraclea (i); 
according to Zofiinu,?, at Eine- 
fa (z). Trebellius Pollio writes, 
that he was murdered by one 
M*onius, his coufin, who was 
proclaimed emperor, but foon 
after put to death. Syncellus 
aferibes his death to another 
Odenatus, who was himfelf 
murdered by the guards (3). 


Some writers fuppofe Zenobia 
herfelt to have privately encou¬ 
raged the conmirators, being 
provoked againft her hufband 
for preferring his eldeft fon He¬ 
rod, by a former wife, to the 
children he had by her (4). It 
is certain that Herod was killed 
with his father, who, according 
to fome writers, had lhared his 
dominions with him. 


(■) 

16, 

1 ^. 


Syncell. p. jSx. g 

(3) Syncell. p. 381. 
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arrayed them with purple robes, and other enfigns of the 
fmperial dignity; and in that attire prefented them, after 
the death of their father, to the armies, and the affemblies 
of the people *. It is uncertain whether or not they were 
murdered by Aurelian. From their medals it appears, that 
Herennianus reigned at leaft two years, Timolaus three, 
and Vhaballat feven. Zenobia did not tread in the foot- 
fteps of her hufband, and keep Up a good underftanding 
with Gallienus ; for we find that Heraclianus, whom the 
emperor, upon the news of the death of Odenatus, had 
fent into the Eaft to make war upon the Perfians, was this 
very year defeated by Zenobia, and obliged to retreat to 
Rome. 

Towards the end of the year L. Ailianus aflumed the 
title of emperor at Mentz ; but was foon depofed by Poft- 
humius, who reduced the rebellious city, but would not 
give it up to be plundered by his foldiers; who for this 
reafon mutinied, and, tranfported with rage, murdered their 
brave leader, with young Pofthumius, his foil. Trebellius 
Pollio afcribes his death to Lollianus, who had revolted, 
and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor. I.ollianus, 
ftylcd on the ancient coins Spurius Servilius Lollianus 
was meanly born ; but had railed himfelf in the army by his 
gallant conduit. He reigned in that part of Gaul which 
bordered on the Rhine, while Viclorinus, whom Pofthu¬ 
mius had taken for his partner, held the reft. But he did 
not long enjoy the fovereignty, being murdered by his own 
foldiers, inftigated by Viifforinus, who, upon his death, 
became foie matter of all Gaul; but was foon after mortally 
wounded at Cologne, by a perfon whofe wife he had de¬ 
bauched. Before he died, he named his foil L. Aurelius 
Vidtorinus his fucceflbr, though then an infant. But the 
Gauls, defpifing the government of a child, murdered him, 
and eledVed in his room, M. Aurelius Marius, originally 
an armourer, a man of great valour, and extraordinary 
ftrength. He was killed the third day of his reign by a 
foldier, who had formerly worked under him. The aflailin 
ran him through with his fword, telling him, that it was of 
his own makingUpon his death, the troops in Gaul 
proclaimed P. Pivefus or Pefuvius Tetricus emperor. He 
was a Roman fenator, had been conful, and was at this 
time governor of Aquitaine. He was acknowleged in Spain 
and Britain, as well as in Gaul, and held thofe provinces 
with the title of emperor till the fourth year of Aurelian’s 

• Trig. Tyran. cap. 26. p. 19a. *1 Ooltz, p. 117. " Trig. 

Tynnn. cap. 7. p. 1B7. 
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reign, when he was taken and led in triumph by that prinCe, 
as we (hall relate hereafter. He immediately conferred the 
title of Csefar upon his fon C. Pacuvius Pivefus Tetricus, 
who was then but an infant. All thefe ufurpers in Gaul, 
namely Pofthumius, Lollianus, Viftorinus, Marius, and 
Tetricus, were fupported by Vi£lorina, or Viftoria, the 
mother of Vidlorinus, who had a great interell in Gaul, 
and bore an irreconcilcable hatred to Gallienus. She was 
honoured, probably by her fon Viflorinus, with the title.s 
of Augufta, and the Mother of the Armies. As fhe was 
a woman of mafeuline courage, and poflefled of immenfe 
wealth, which (he liberally diftributed among the foldiers, 
fhe gave the empire of Gaul to whom fhe plcafcd, and bore 
under all the ufurpers, who were but her creatures, an ab- 
folute dominion. She died during the ufurpation of Te¬ 
tricus j but whether a natural or a violent death, is uncer¬ 
tain ; for fome writers feem to infinuate, that Ihe was 
privately difpatched by his orders °. 

In the courfe of the fame year the Scythians, or the 
Goths, ravaged the provinces of Alia, Bithynia, Pontus, 
and Cappadocia, and thence carried off an immenfe bootyj 
while the Heruli, palling from the Palus Msotis into the 
Euxine fea with five hundred veffels, landed at Byzantium, 
and Chryfopolis, now Scutari, under the condu^ of Nau- 
lobat. At the latter place they were attacked and defeat¬ 
ed by Venerianus, who was himfelf killed in the engage¬ 
ment. Notwithftandiiig their defeat, inftead of returning 
to their own country, they crofled the Bofporus; and, 
fleering their courfe towards Cyzicus, furprifed and plun¬ 
dered that great and wealthy city, with part of Afia, and the 
illands of Bemnos and Scyros in the Archipelago. Then 
they failed towards Greece; befieged and burnt Athens, 
Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, and laid wafte all Achaia ; 
but were at length attacked and defeated with great llaugh- 
ter by the Athenians, under the conduift of Dexippus the 
hiltorjan. However, in their retreat, they committed 
dreadful devaftations in Boeotia, Acarnania, Epirus, and 
1 hrace i>. Gallienus, who was juft then returned from 
Gaul, where he had been making war upon Lollianus, 
leaving Aureolus at Milan, haftened into Illyricum ; and, 
coming unexpetledly upon the Barbarians, gave them a 
total overthrow. Naulobat, their leader, was obliged to 
l^ubmit to the emperor’s mercy, who treated him with great 
humanity; and, to gain the afTcflions of the Barbarians, 

Syncell. 
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even honoured him either with the confulfhip, or the con* 
fular ornaments. Aurelius Viftor, Eutropius, St. jeroni* 
Orofius, and Trebellius Pollio, fpeak of a great viftory 
gained by Gallienus in lllyricum over the Goths, meaning^ 
no doubt, the Heruli; for all the northern nations are, by 
fome writers, ftyled Goths, by others Scythians. After 
this viaory, Gallienus, leaving Marcianus in lllyricum 
vigoroufly purfued the war with the Heruli; a talk which 
he performed with no lefs courage than fuccefs, cutting 
off great numbers of them, and obliging the reft to refign 
their booty, and abandon the Roman dominions 
The revolt of Aiireolus obliged Gallienus to return to 
Italy ; for Aureolus, not fatisfied with the power which 
he already enjoyed, took advantage of the other’s abfcnce, 
to march with all the troops under his command towards 
Rome, with a defign to depofe Gallienus, and caufe him- 
felf to be acknowleged foie emperor. Gallienus, hearing 
of his march, and fufped^ing his defign, left Illyricmn, 
and, reaching Italy in a few days, came up with him, de¬ 
feated him in a pitched battle, and obliged him to Ihelter 
hjmfelf within the walls of Milan ; which city Gallienus 
immediately invefted ^ All authors agree, that Gallienus 
was killed during this fiegc -, but differ both as to the man¬ 
ner and authors of his death. The moll probable opinion 
IS, that Marcianus, who had returned from lllyricum, He- 
raclianus, and Cecrops, a native of Mauritania, and com¬ 
mander of the Dalmatian cavalry, no longer able to bear 
his tyrannical government, confpired againft him, and, 
alarining the camp in the dead of night, as if Aureolus were 
fallyiiig out with all his forces, killed him in the dark, with 
his foil Gallienus, and his two biothers. Valerian and Eg- 
natius. The foldicrs, hearing the emperor was dead, and 
fufpeaing he had been murdered, began to mutiny; but 
Maicianus diftributing large fums among them, the com¬ 
motion was appeared, and the whole army declared Gallie¬ 
nus a tyrant, and took the ufual caths to Claudius, whom 
the confpirators propofed to the folcliers, as the beft quaU- 
hed man in the whole empire, to fuftain the name an4 
dignity of a Roman emperor., Such was the end of Gallie¬ 
nus, m the thirty-fifth year of his age, according to the 
molt probable opinion, after he had reigned fifteen years, 
Icven before, and eight after, the captivity of his father 
Valerian. 

,. '^1'? fenate declared Ijifti a public enemy, ordered moftof 
is friends, miiiifters, and relatipps, to be thrown down 
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from tlic Tarpeian rock, and erafed his name from all pub¬ 
lic infcriptions. He was one of the moft wicked princes 
mentioned in hiftory, and is faid to have equalled Nero in 
cruelty, and Htliogabalus in lewdnefs. He paffed his 
whole time in the company of the tnoft infamous profti- 
tutes in Rome, and, laying afide all care and thought of the 
public, fiiffered the Roman dominions to be over-run by the 
Barbarians, and the empire to be rent in pieces by the many 
ufurpcrs who llarteil up in his time. He exerted his cruelty 
chiefly againit the foldiers, of whom he is faid to have 
fomctimes ordered three or four thoufand to be maflacred 
in one day. He excluded all fenators from military em¬ 
ployments, and would not even fuffer any of that body to 
appear in the camp, or among the foldiers. Notwithftand- 
ing all his vices he was a great encourager of learning, be¬ 
ing himfelf well verfed in all the branches of polite litera- 
ture, efpeeially in oratory and poetry. His hiftorian tells 
us, that, on the marriage of his brother’s fon, he made an 
extemporary epithalamium, which far excelled thofe that 
tTe^Lyr^'’^ the fame time, after many days ftudy, by 
£ i in Rome ’i After hil 

brnh^h ^ though univerfally abhorred 

both by Uie fenate and people, to be deified with the ufual 
cerernonies. His body was, in all likelihood, conveyed bv 

for Ammianus M 7 rceHinus 


> G.i1I.Vit. p. i8o. 
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As foon as the tumult, occafioned by the death of Gal- Claudius 
lienus, was appcafed, the foldicrs, with loud acclamations, fraclaimtd 
proclaimed Claudius emperor. Intelligence of what had 
happened at Milan reaching Rome on the twenty-fourth of 
March, the fcnate immediately aflcmbled ; and the letter 
which Claudius wrote to them being publicly read, they 
unanimoully confirmed the eledfion of the army, proclaim¬ 
ed Claudius emperor, and heaped Upon him all the honours 
which had ever been conferred upon any prince, repeating 
forty times, that they had always wifhed to have Clau¬ 
dius, or fuch a perfon as Claudius, for emperor He was Hisextrat- 
a native oflllyricum, born, according to fome, in Darda- tiouand 
nia, according to others in Dalmatia, d rebellius Pollio 
owns that he knows but very little of his father and ancef- 
tors, though, after his accelTion to the empire, fome llat- 
tering genealogifts pretended to derive his pedigree from 
Darrianus and the Trojans. On moft medals he is ftyled 
M, Aurelius Claudius He had no children, but two 
brothers, Quintillus, who fucceeded him, and Crlfpus* 
the father of Claudia, w'ho married Eutropius, and had by 
him Conftantius, the father of Conftantine the Great. The 
name of Conftantine was, itfeems, peculiar to the family 
of Claudius ; for one of his fitters was called Conftantina, 
a name hitherto unknown in hiltory. The prefent empe¬ 
ror is, by all writers, even by Zozimus, an avowed enemy 
to Conftantine, extolled as one of the befl: princes that 
ever governed the empire. He was highly efteemed by the 
emperor Valerian, who firlt gave him the command of the 
fifth legion, and afterwards, at the requeftofthe fenate, ap¬ 
pointed him general of all the troops in Illyricum, which com¬ 
prehended Thrace, Muefia, Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Dacia. 

Thefame emperordefigned to raifehimtotbe confulthip,and 
the command of the prsetorian guards. Gallienus ftood in 
great awe of him ; and, being informed that Claudius dif- 
approved of his condudl, he did all that lay in his power 
to attach him to his intereft, fent him rich prefents, and 
wrote to Venuftus, his particular friend, charging him, by 
all means, to gain Claudius, and remove all jealoufies and 
fufpicions from his mind. In his letter he ftyled Claudius 
his friend and kinfman. Claudius attended him in his 

■ Claud. Vit.p. ZD3, zo6, w Goltz, p. 117. Birag, p. 40Z. 

wife Lupercus of Berytus,ace- pieces, and was, in many things, 
lebrated grammarian, who preferred to Herodian (6). 
compofed feveral grammatical 

(6) Said. p. 58. Voir. Hift. Srsec. lib, ii. cap. i(. p. 
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wars againft Pofthumius in Gaul, and the Heruli in Illyri- 
cum i and was ordered by him, after the revolt of Aureo¬ 
las, to defend the city of Ticinum or Pavia: but in the 
mean time, Gallienus being killed, he was, though accord¬ 
ing to Come writers, not privy to the confpiracy, proclaim¬ 
ed emperor 

His eleiSion was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than 
he attacked Aureolus, who was encamped at a fmall dit 
taiice from Milan, defeated the troops under his command, 
and took the ufurper himfelf prifoner. He defigned to 
grant him his life ; but the foldiers killed him without his 
order- After the death of Aureolus, the troops that had 
ferved under him acknowleged Claudius, who immediately 
led tliem and the reft of his army againft the Germans, who 
had broken into Italy, and were advanced as far as the 
l.akc Ucnacus, now Lago di Garda, near Verona. There 
the emperor defeated them in a pitched battle, cut incre¬ 
dible numbers of them in pieces, obliged thofe, who out¬ 
lived the general daughter, to fave themfelves by a preci¬ 
pitate flight into their own country, and returning to Rome, 
where he was received with the greateft demonftrations of 
joy, paired the remaining part of the year in fettling the af¬ 
fairs of ftate; with great prudence and juftice redrefTing 
all grievances, and fuppreirmg the many abufes and difor- 
ders which had prevailed in the late reign, 

« In the beginning of the following year he entered upon 
^ his fecond conlulfliip, having Paternus for his colleague : 
and foon after left Rome to make head againfl the Goths, 
and other northern nations, who, to the number of three 
hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men, befides women, 
fervants, and children, had invaded the Roman dominions, 

centertr I emperor inter- 

owmVuiiTHi he wrote with his 

own hand the following letter to the fenate : “ I am con- 

fenptia hers, in fight of the enemy, and ready trenScc 
them . they arc three hundred and twenty thoufand llrong 
f I overcome them, you will „„t. I hope, be ungm^ 

b",^hat I y- wilf remem: 

..e„ 
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Gaul and Spain, the chief ftrength of the empire, are in 
the hands ofTetricus. Our archers, to our great fhame, 
are with-held from us by Zenobia. Whatever, therefore, 
we perform fuccefsfully in our prefent circumftances, muft 
be accounted great.” But notwithftanding thefe difadvan- and^amia 
tages, Claudius intrepidly advanced againft the Barbarians, memurabU 
and, after a long and obliinate difpute, gained one of the 
greatell viftories recorded in hiftory ; for no fewer than 
three hundred thoufand of the enemy were killed or taken 
prifoners. The emperor himfelf gave the following account 
of this memorable battle, in a letter, which he wrote aftei 
the adlion, to Junius Brocchus, governor of Illyrieum : “ We 
have utterly defeated an army of three hundred and twenty 
thoufand Goths, and deftroyed their fleet, confiding of two 
thoufand fail. The- fields and fhores are covered with 
fwords, fhields, and dead bodies. We have taken fuch 
numbers of captives, that, not to mention the men, two 
or three women will fall to the fhare of each foldier in our 
vidtorious army J'.” Among the prifoners were many 
princes, and perfons of great diftindtion. All the provinces 
of the empire were filled with captives, who were employed 
to till the ground ; and every city could fhew you, fays Pol- 
lio, glorious monuments of the fortune and courage of the 
brave and invincible Claudius. For this vidfory the empe¬ 
ror took the furnamc of Gothicus *. 

While Claudius was thus employed againd the Barba- Ztnol/iarf 
liaiis, Zenobia, having overcome Probus, who commanded ducii £- 
a body of troops in Egypt, reduced that province, and, af- &ypt> 
ter a long fiege, took and deftroyed Bruchium, the cita¬ 
del of Alexandria. Probus, finding he could not efcape 
falling into the hands of the vidlorious queen, difpatched 
himfelf with his own fw'ord. In the following year, when 
Antiochianus and Orphitus were confuls, the emperor, 
having nothing to fear from the Barbarians, rcfolved to 
march againft Zenobia, who held all the provinces in the 
Eaft ; but was prevented by a violent plague which broke 
out in his army, and made a dreadful havock of his men. 

The emperor himfelf was carried off by the raging diftem- Yr, of FI. 
per, at Sirmium in Pannonia, in the fifty-fixth year of his 261J, 
age, after he had reigned,'according to the moft probable * 7 °' 
opinion, two years, ajid one month In him centred, 
fays Trebellius Pollio, the moderation of Auguftus, theva- ’jhfjgaih 
Jour of Trajan, the piety of Antoninus, and all the virtues ejciaudim. 
of the good princes who had reigned before him *>. He maj 

r Claud. Vit. p, 104.. ^ Goltz. p. iig. “ Zof. p. 654.. 
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The Roman Hijlory. 

be tiulv faid to have fuaained, during his fliort, but glo¬ 
rious reign, the fottering empire, and to have reftored Uto 
its former luftrc. The fenate not only beftowed divine ho¬ 
nours upon him after his death, but devoted m the place 
where they afiemhied, a fliield of gold, on which was en- 
trraved his image. This fliield was to be feen in the reign 
of Conlfantinc the Great. The people ereaed at their own 
expence two ftatucs, one of gold ten feet high, which they 
placed by that of Jupiter in the Capitol, and another of 
niver in the forum, weighing fifteen hundred pounds, and 
reprefenting the emperor in his triumphal robes. 

Upon the death of Claudius the fenate and people of 
Rome proclaimed his brother ^intillus emperor, who was 
then at Atjuileia, in which city he was murdered by his 
foldieis, after a fliort reign of feventeen days, for attempt¬ 
ing to enforce, wiih too much feverity, the difeipline of 
the primitive times. Thus Trebellius Pollio : but Zofi- 
mus and Zonarus‘‘ tell us, that QiiiiUillus, hearing Au- 
relian had been acknowleged emperor by the army in Pan- 
nonia, and finding his own troops ready to revolt, by the 
advice of his friends, caufed his veins to be opened, and 
thus put an end to his life and reign. Moll writers fpeak of 
bim .IS api jnce in every refpeiSt equal to his brother. Upon 
his death the fenate readily confirmed the eleftion of Aurer 
lian, and honoured him with the title of Auguftus. He 
was, according to molt writers, a native of Sirmium in 
Pannonia, of a mean defeent, but univeifally admired on 
account of his extraordinary (Irength and courage. He had 
dilliiiguiflied himfelf under the emperors Valerian, Gallie- 
nus, and Claudius, in their wars with the Barbarians, of 
whom he is faid to have killed with his own hand forty- 
eight in one engagement, ,and in feveral others nine hun¬ 
dred and fifty ; vvlunce fongs were made upon his exploits, 
and fung piibiiely by the youth on feftival days. As there 
were two Aurelians at the fame time in the army, and both 
tiibunes, the loldicrs ufed to diltingiiifli the prefent Aure- 
liari with the furname of Mapu ad Fo rum, that is. Hand 
to the SiL'otd', 10 re.'.dy was he, on all occafions, to draw 
h;s fwoid, and encounter the enemy'. He was a ftrift 
pbfei ver ol military difeipline, and puniflied with ihe ut- 
ninll feverity the fmaileu negletf of duty, and the lead iii- 
juiy ofltied by !iis foldiers to any of the inhabitants of the 
procmccs through which he m.arehed. He was, when pro- 
C ainicd eniperor, commander in chief of the cavalry, to 
shich pole he had railed himfeif from the low ftation of a 
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common foldier ^ From Sirmium, where he was faluted 
emperor by the whole army, after the death of Claudius, 
he repaired to Rome, and was received, both by the fenate 
and people, with extraordinary demonftrations of joy ; but 
before he could fettle affairs in the metropolis of the em¬ 
pire, he was obliged to return haftily to Pannonia, the 
Goths, notwithftanding their late dreadful overthrow, hav¬ 
ing again broken into that province. Aurelian engaged 
them, and the battle continued, without any coiilidcrable 
advantage on either fide, till night, when the enemy re¬ 
paired the Danube, and next day fent ambafladors to fue 
for peace; which Aurelian readily granted them, being in¬ 
formed that the Alemanni, the Juthongae, whofe country 
bordered upon Rhaetia, and the Marcoinanni, threatened 
to invade Italy itfcif, and were committing dreadful ra¬ 
vages and devaftations in feveral parts, 

Againfb thefe nations, therefore, Aurelian led the flower He defeats 
of his army, and, meeting them in Vindelicia, which com- fesieral 
prehended all Bavaria, and great part of Suabia, he put 
them to flight, and deftroyed vail numbers as they attempt- ' 

ed to pafs the Danube. Difpirited by this defeat they 
offered to renew their ancient alliance with Rome, provided 
they were allowed to return unmolefled into their own 
country ; for Aurelian had cut off their retreat, and de¬ 
tached part of his army to guard the banks of the Danube. 

The emperor, elated with his vidlory, would liflen to no 
terms ; a circumftance which threw the enemy into the ut- 
moft defpair. After various confultations they refolved at 
length to enter Italy, fince they could not return to their 
own country ; and accordingly, finding the palfes unguard¬ 
ed (for Aurelian apprehended no attempt of that nature), 
they advanced, before the emperor came up with them, as 
far as Placentia. There Aurelian attacked them; but 
after having loft moll of his troops, was totally defeated, andpvttht 
The Barbarians elated with fo fignal a viftory, purfued ftperoru 
their march, not doubting but they fhould be able to take • 
Rome itfelf. But in the mean time Aurelian, having ral¬ 
lied his difperfed troops, and reinforced them with the le¬ 
gions quartered in Illyricum, came unexpedledly upon the 
enemy in the neighbourhood of Fanum Fortunse, now Fano, 
and gave them a dreadful overthrow. Such as efcaped from 
the firft battle were flain in tvvo others, one of which was 
fought near Placentia, and the other on the plains of Ti- 
cinum. Thus was the w'hole multitude almoft extermi¬ 
nated 6. 

(Idem ibid. p. 315, 116, Ocxipp. Le- 
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The Roman Hiftory. 

While the cfnperor was preparing to return to Rome, 
news were brought him, that the Vandals had paiTed the 
Danube, under the conduft of two of their kings, and fc- 
veral other princes. This inielligcnce obliged him to haften 
to the defence of the threatened provinces. The Vandals 
retired upon his approach ; the emperor, however, purfued 
and overtook them before they reached the Danube, cut 
great numbers of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to 
file for peace; which he granted upon their delivering the 
fons of their two kings, and feveral other perfons of great 
diftindtion, as huflages. He incorporated two thoufand 
of their belt men in his army, and ordered the reft to be 
fupplied with provifions at the public expence, till they 
reached the Dnnubc. Aurelian having thus happily ter¬ 
minated the wars with the Goths, Germans, and Vandals, 
returned to Home, and, in the beginning of the following 
year entered upon his fiidt confulfhip, with his colleague 
Numerius Ceionius Viiius Baflus. As feveral difturbances 
had been excited in Rome during his abfence, he puniflied 
the authors of them with great feverity. Trebellius Pollio 
tells us, that though he was in other relpcdls an excellent 
prince, he often fnffered his paffion to get the better of his 
reafon, and puniflied, with exceflivc rigour, faults which 
an humane prince would have overlooked. He put feveral 
fei'iators to death upon the depofition of a fingle w'itnefs ; 
and often encouraged the acetifations of perfons who deferv- 
ed no credit, a weaknefs which much leflened the reputation 
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digrcc from the Clcopairas and Ftoletnies of Egypt, and Herex- 
her family was one of the moll confpicuous in the Eaft. traBian, 
She was well verfed in polite literature, underftood OBduS, 
thoroughly the Egyptian, Greek, and Latin languages, 
and in the knowlege of hiflory excelled moft men of her ”1^'’“*“''’' 
time. She is even faid to have compiled an abridgement of 
the Egyptian and Oriental hiltorians, which was in great 
requeft among the learned. St. Athanafius writes, that 
fhe profefled the Jewifti religion; and is therein follow* 
ed by Abulfarajius She married the celebrated Ode- 
natus, prince of Palmyra, and afterwards partner in the 
empire with Gallienus. She had a great (hare in the 
many lignal vidfories gained by her hufband over the 
Perfians, and is affirmed to have been no Icfs courageous 
than that brave commander, and equally experienced in 
military aflPairs. Upon his death Ihe arrayed her three fons, 
Herennianus, Timolaus, and Vhaballat, in purple, caufed 
them to be acknowlegcd by all the eaftern provinces as joint 
emperors of Rome, and obliged them to conform to the 
Roman cuftoms, and ufe the Latin tongue inllcad of the 
Greek, which was fpoken by other ealtern princes. As 
they were under age, flie governed in their name, with the 
title of Queen of the Eaft, for the fpace of five or fix years, 
difcharging each duty of an excellent ruler and experienced 
commander, with all the prudence and intrepidity of a man. 

She (hewed great wifdom in her counfels, was fteady in 
her rcfolutions, kind and generous to perfons of merit, but 
inexorable when feverity was judged neceflary. She lived 
with all the grandeur of a queen, imitating the pomp and 
magnificence of the Perfian monarchs, and caufing all who 
approached to fall proftrate before her, after the manner of 
the Perfian court. She often appeared at the head of her 
troops, armed with a helmet, and arrayed with the impe¬ 
rial robes, harangued them, and marching with them many 
miles on foot. In imitation of the Roman emperors, (he 
gave magnificent entertainments, not fcrupling, on thefe 
occafions, to drink plentifully with the officers of her army, 
and the Perfian and Armenian ambalTadors, though other- 
wife very fober and temperate “. 

In the reign of Gallienus (he defeated Heraclianus; and fjtr ex- 
by this overthrow remained in peaceable pofleffion of all plaits. 
Syria and Mefopotamia, to which ftie added Egypt while 
Claudius was engrolTed by the Gothic war. Not fatisfied 
with thefe acquifitions, in the reign of Aurelian (he feized 
on great part of Alia, and attempted to reduce Bithynia 
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Aurelian, defirous to terminate her ufurpation, ordered all 

his forces to affemble in lllyricum ; ami early in the fpring 
direfted his march through Thrace, where he engaged and 
repulfed feveral barbarous nations, who had made irruptions 
inm that province. He even palTed the Danube, and in an 
eneagement with Caunabaud, a Gothic prince, flew him, 
and five thoufand of his men p. Having thus defeated the 
Goths, he purfued his march to Byzantium, and crofnng 
the Bofportis, entered Bitbynia, which immediately fub- 
mitted. From Bithynia he advanced into Cappadocia, 
where the inhabitants of Tyaiia fliut their gates againft him ; 
an infult which fo incenfed Aurelian, that he fwore he 
would not leave a dog alive in the place. His foldiers at¬ 
tacked it with gre.it fury; but were, in their repeated 
afl'aults, repulfed with confiderable lofs by the inhabitants, 
till one of them, named Heraclammon, betrayed his coun¬ 
try and fellow-citizens to the enemy. 

From 'fy ana Aurelian marched bis army to< Antioch, de¬ 
feated the troops of Zenobia in the neighbourhood of that 
city, .111(1 entered in triumph the metropolis of .Syria. This 
viclury, however, coft him dear; for the Palmyrenians 
(fo the troop.s of Zenobia are Ityled by hiftorians) fought 
with incredible bravery, and the Romans owed the vitlory 
rather to art than valour; for, obferviiig the enemy’s 
cavalry heavily armed, they immediately fled ; and facing 
about uncxpefledly, when they were fpent with the long 
piirfiiit, put them eafily in diforder, and gained a com¬ 
plete vittoryi. From Antioch Aurelian purfued his march 
to F.mefi, whither Zenobia bad retired with her army, con- 
filUng of feventy thoufand men. Under her commanded 
Zabas, or Zabdas, a man of great courage and experience, 
who had figiialized himfelf in the Perfian wars in the time 
of Odenatus. After feveral Ikirmiflies with various fuccefs, 
both armies came to a general engagement, in which the 
Roman horfe were broken at the firft onfet; but their in¬ 
fantry, attacking the enemy both in front and flank, left 
naked and expofed by the departure of their cavalry, who 
were purluing the Romans, obliged them, after a long and 
obftmate difpute, to give ground, and fhelter themfelves 
behind the walls of Emefa ; which place, however, they 
abaiuloned at the approach of the viftorious aimy, and re- 
tired vvuh Zenobia to Palmyra, whither Aurelian clofely 
pur ue f though greatly harafled in his march by the 
yrian robbers, who cut olf great numbers of his men. 
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He immediately inveftcd the place, hoping to carry it by 
aflault; but all his elForts proving unfuccefsful, he began to 
batter it with an incredible number of warlike machines. 
The befieged, animated by the example of their queen, not 
only repulfed the aggrelTors with fhowers of arrows, darts, 
and Hones, but infulted them from the walls, without fpar- 
ing the emperor himfelf; who being at length quite ex- 
haufted with the toils and fatigues of fo long a fiege, wrote 
a letter to Zeiiobia, exhorting her to fuirender, and pro- 
miflng to fpare her life. To this letter Zenobia returned the 
following anfwer; “ No man ever before you made fuch a 
demand. It is not by letters, but valour, that you mull 
induce me to fubmit. You cannot but know, that Cleo¬ 
patra chofe rather to die than live under Augultus, not- 
withltanding the great promifes he made her. I expedl 
daily the Perfians, Saracens, and Armenians, who are all 
hafteiiing to my relief; and what will then become of you 
and your army, whom the robbers of Syria have put to 
flight r You will then lay afide that pride and prefump- 
tion with which you command me to furrender, as if you 
were the cotiqueror of the univerfe Aurelian, enraged 
at this anfwer, immediately ordered a general aflault; but 
was repulfed with great lofs. However, he defeated the 
Perfians, who were coming to the relief of the place ; and 
partly by menaces, partly by promifes, prevailed upon the 
Armenians and Saracens to join him againd the queen, 
whom they were come to afllll. Zenobia, finding herfelf 
difappointed of the fuccours which fhe had long expedled, 
and defpairing of being able to hold out much longer with 
her own forces, refolved to withdraw privately from the 
city into Perlia, and folicit in perfon more powerful fup- 
plies. Accordingly fhe departed in the dead of the night, 
with a fmall retinue, mounted on camels, carrying with 
her part of her jewels and treafures: but Aurelian, who 
was very vigilant, having had timely notice of her flight, 
detached a party of horfe after the fugitive queen ; who, 
coming up with her as Ihe was ready to crofs the Euphrates 
ill a boat, feized her, and carried her to Aurelian, who 
from that moment began to look upon himfelf as the con¬ 
queror and foie lord of the Eaft. When fhe was brought 
into his prefence, he afked her, what had prompted her to 
take up arms againft, and infult over, the emperors of 
Rome ? To this queftion the queen replied, with no lefs 
intrepidity than aiidrefs, that fhe looked upon him, indeed, 
Vvho knew how to conquer, as emperor j but as for Gal- 
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'"rttcki'ofralmyritlinnm'id, andfomt of ihc inha- 
bitants were againft fubmitting upon any terms whatever; 
but others fued for mercy, and, upon the emperor s pro- 
mifinc to grant them their lives, opened their gates to the 
conqueror? who fpared the inhabitants, but ftripped the 
city of all its wealth, and appointed Sandarion governor of 
the place, with five hundred archers, and other troops, un¬ 
der his command After this atchievement, the emperor 
returned to Emefa, carrying with him the captive queen, 
w'hofc death the foldiers demanded with loud clamours ; 
but the emperor thought it beneath his dignity to fpill the 
blood of a woman, efpecially as fhe had with great intrepi¬ 
dity defended the eaftern provinces againft the Perfians, and 
other neighbouring nations, during the domeftie difturb- 
ancfs that prevailed in every part of the empire. The fame 
of this vidfory foon reached the moft diftant nations, who 
all ftrove, with fnlemn embafTies and rich prefents, to gain 
the friendlliip of the conqueror of Zenobia (E). Aurelian, 
having tiuis recovered, and fettled in peace, the eaftern pro¬ 
vinces, returned hy Chalcedon and Byzantium into Europe, 
carrying vidth him his illiillrious captive. 

lie defeated, on his march through Thrace, the Carpi, 
who had invaded that province ; but at the fame time he 
was informed, that the inhabitants of Palmyra had revolted, 
put the Roman governor and garrifon to the fword, and 
proclaimed a kinfnian of Zenobia, named Achilleus, or, as 
Zofimus calls him, Antiochus, their fovereign. Upon this 
intelligence, the eniperor, returning with great expedition, 
arrived at Palmyra before the inhabitants had any notice of 
his march, tool: the city without oppofition, and put all the 
inhabitants to the fword, without diftinffion of fex, age. 
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cr condition He had not quitted the Eaft, when he re¬ 
ceived advice, that Egypt had revolted, and proclaimed em¬ 
peror one Firmus, or rather Firmius, as he is llyled on fuch 
of his medals as have reached our times*. He was a na¬ 
tive of Seleucia in Syria, but poflefled an immenfe eftate in 
Egypt, and carried on an advantageous trade with the Sa¬ 
racens, the Blcmyes, a people of Ethiopia, and the inha¬ 
bitants of India ; for he ufed to boafl, that, with his pro¬ 
fits alone upon paper and glue, he could maintain a whole 
army. Vqpifcus relates wonderful things of his ftrength 
and appetite. He was greatly attached to Zenobia, and, to 
fupport her party and intereft, allumed the title of Auguf- 
tus, made himfelf mafter of Egypt, and flopped the corn 
which it ufed to fend yearly to Rome. Aurelian marched 
againd him with that expedition M^hich was peculiar to 
him ; and, being attended with his ufual fuccefs, overcame 
the ufurper, llormed a ftrong caftle to which he fled, and, 
having taken him prifoner, caufed him to be publicly ex¬ 
ecuted *. 

Having thus fupprefled the troubles in the Eaft, he re¬ 
turned the fecond time to Europe, with a defign to recover, 
and reunite to the empire, the provinces of Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, which were governed by Tetricus. This de¬ 
fign he eafily compafled, Tetricus himfelf, no longer able 
to reftrain the continual diforders and mutinies of his troops, 
inviting him privately into Gaul y. However, a battle was 
fought near Chalons on the Marne ; during which, Tetri¬ 
cus voluntarily furrendering to Aurelian, his troops, defti- 
tute of a leader, were cut in pieces. Thus was Gaul, after 
it had been held for the fpace of thirteen years by dif¬ 
ferent tyrants, united again to the empire. Towards the 
end of this year, when Tacitus, afterwards emperor, and 
Placidianus, were confuls, Aurelian returned to Rome, 
where he was received with the moft magnificent triumph 
the city had ever beheld. There were four royal and ftately 
chariots: the firft, which had belonged to Odenatus, was 
entirely covered with filver, gold, and jewels ; another, 
equally rich and magnificent, was a prefent to Aurelian 
From the king of Perfia ; the third was Zenobia’s own cha¬ 
riot ; and the fourth, which was drawn by four flags, had 
}een taken by Aurelian from a Gothic prince. In the latter 
he emperor himfelf made his entry. Thefe chariots were 
^receded by twenty elephants, and great variety of wild 
jeafts from different countries. Next came eight hundred 
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coupfe of gladiators, followed by an incredible number 6f 
captives of different nations, with their hands tied behind 
their hacks, namely, Goths, Alans, Roxolans, Sarmatians, 
Franks, .Suevians, Vandals, Alemans, Blemyes, Auxumites, 
Arabians, Eudsmonians, Indians, Baftrians, Iberians, Sa¬ 
racens, Armenians, Perfians ; the Palmyrenians who had 
efcaped the late daughter, fome Egyptians engaged in the 
late rebellion of Firmiiis, and ten Gothic women, whom 
Aurclian had taken fighting in the habit of men. Thefe 
were followed by Tetricus in a fcarlet robe, and his fon, 
with whom he had divided the empire. Next to them 
marched Zenobia, whofe uncommon beauty, noble flature, 
and majeffic mien, attrafted the eyes of the fpedlators, and 
feemed to eclipfe the grandeur and liiflre of the emperor 
himfelf. She was bound with chains of gold, which other 
perfons fupported, apparelled with the richeft tiflues and 
rubes, and fo loaded with pearls and precious Bones, that 
fhe M'as often obliged to halt, being ready to fink under fo 
great a burden. Zenobia was followed by the emperor’s 
triumphal chariot, the fenate in a body, the people of Rome, 
with theii-various ftandards, and the viflorious legions, horfe 
and foot, in rich and fplendid armour, with crowns of lau¬ 
rel on their heads, and branches of palm-trees, the fymbal 
of victory, in their hands. Ihe fenate, however, in the 
midll of the public rejoicings, betrayed no fmall concern 
to fee letricus, one of their own body, who had even been 
conful, led m tnuniph. In the Capitol Aurelian faciificed 
to Jupiter the four flags that had drawn his chariot, in 
compliance with a vow he had made. From the Capitol 

fnr-rrr"''?'^ 1 ° by the fenate, and 

ch crowds of peopk, that the day was far advanced before 

he could reach it. The next and feveral following days he 

m Jhi^ and ail r in the Nau- 

kimlneir'Tn y '^^^Ptives with great humanity and 

neighbourhood nf*T K^ ^ gave lands and poflelfions in the 

herttl” ”, 

Trebellius Pollio l.kVaRnm^^ l*ved on that eftate, fays 
that is, accordint^ n 7 ^ matron, with her children, 

Aurclian took under his^nror^^'*^ ^ a'' 

of the firft quality in Rome » to perfons 

clemency to Tetricus than \ ^“perot fliewed no lefs 
f ^Ltricus than to Zenobia. To make fome 
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amends for the injury he had done him, by leading him like 
a captive in triumph, he heaped many honours upon him, 

Ityling him his colleague, his fellow-foldier, and even ho¬ 
nouring him fometimes with the title of emperor. He ap¬ 
pointed him governor of Lucania, telling him plcafantly, 
that it was more to his reputation to govern a province of 
Italy, than to reign beyond the Alps He treated with 
the fame humanity and good-nature young Tetricus, whom 
he had led in triumph with his father, fulfering him to con¬ 
tinue in the fenate, and leaving his eflate untouched, which 
he tranfmitted to his pofterity, who lived at Rome, under 
the fucceeding princes, in great fplendor, efteemed and re¬ 
vered by perfons of all ranks. 

The next confuls were, Aurelian the fecond time, and 
C. Julius Capitolinus. This year the emperor continued at 
Rome; and, being now diverted by no foreign or domef- 
tie wars, he applied himfelf wholly to the reformation of 
feveral ahufes which had prevailed in the time of Gallienus, 
and which Claudius had not been able to fupprefs during 
his fhort reign. He made feveral regulations, which gain- Vr. of FI. 
ed him the afFeftions of the people, whom he had eftranged *6**- 
from him, in the beginning of his reign, by his cruelty, to u’J* 
which he had naturally a great inclination. To the boun- ' 
ties of the emperors his predecell'ors, who had eftablilhed seiitml 
funds for diftributing bread and oil among the people, he regulatntu 
added a certain portion of hogs-flefh to be given with the made by 
bread and oil; and encreafed the latter largefs by the addi- 
tion of an ounce to each pound. He even defigned to ef- 
tablilli a fund for diftributing a certain quantity of wine 
among them ; but was either prevented by death from put¬ 
ting his defign in execution, or perfuaded from it by the 
captain of the guards, who told him, that if he allowed the 
populace wine, they would next expeffgeefe and chickens 
He appointed, that Egypt fhould fupply the city of Rome 
yearly with a certain quantity of glafs, paper, linen, and 
feveral other things, that were cither the natural growth, 
or jnanufadture of that country He caufed wharfs to be 
built along the banks of the Tiber, and the channel of that 
river to be cleanfed. 

But nothing more obliged perfons of all ranks than his ge- Uitgeuero^ 
neroufly remitting w'hatever was owing this year by private /{f- 
perfons to the treafury, and his publicly burning in the fo¬ 
rum of Trajan all the papers, bonds, and regifters, relating 
to fuch debts. At the fame time he publifhed an adl of obli- 

•> Eutrop. Aur. Vi£t. Epit, ' Aurel. Vit. p. aij. '■ Aurel. 
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vion witH rcfpcft to all crimes committed a^ainft the date to 
that day. From that time forward he puniflicd with the ut- 
molt feverity fuch as accufed others, without being able to 
eftablilh their charge. He framed many wholefomc laws, 
by which he is faid to have purged Rome of all profelTed 
lewdnefs, irreligion, and wicked arts. Finding that eunuchs 
began to be fold at a very great rate, he fixed the number 
which each perfon might keep of fuch Haves, according to 
their different ranks. He enafted rigid laws againfl: adul¬ 
tery, and puiiilhed with death one of his own domeftics 
guilty of that crime. He would fuffer none to keep women 
free-born for concubines. His domeftics, freedmen, and 
flaves, he kept in great awe, caufing them to be feverely 
beaten in his prefence for the fmalleft faults, and deliver¬ 
ing them up, when guilty of tranfgrcfting the laws, to the 
civil magiftrates About this time he built and confecrat- 
ed a moft magnificent temple to the Sun, of which fre¬ 
quent mention is made in hiflory; and embcllifhed it with 
rich and coftly ornaments. It was one of the moft ftately 
and magnificent ftrudlures in Rome. The gold veflels be¬ 
longing to it weighed fifteen hundred pounds. He likewife 
enriched the Capitol, and moft of the temples in the city, 
with prefents of great value fent him hy foreign princes 
He extended the jurifdidfion of the pontiffs, encreafed their 
revenues, and eftablifhed funds for repairing temples, and 
for the falaries of the inferior minifters. 

Towards the end of the year, a dangerous fedition was 
excited in Rome by the perfons employed in the mint, who, 
having, by a notorious breach of truft, coined a great quan¬ 
tity of talfc money, to avoid the punifliment due to their 
crime, joined in a body, under the conduift of one Felicifli- 
mus, formerly a Have, but appointed by Aurelian one of the 
receivers of the treafury ; thefe infurgents raifed fuch clif- 
turbances, that the emperor was obliged to order his troops 
to march agamft them, whom they received drawn up in 
Older of battle on Mount Ccelius ; killed feven thoufand of 
them ; but were in the fcquel, though they fought with the 
molt defperate bravery, overcome, and puniftied with the 

utmoftl^everity. This infurreaion being quelled, the em¬ 
peror called m all the falie coin, and ilTued true money in 

the da 1‘ltcwife the Ion, or, as others will have it. 
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Towards the clpfe of this, or the beginning of the follow¬ 
ing year, when Aurelian was conful the third time, with 
Marcellinus, fome dirturbances happened in Gaul, which 
obliged the emperor to quit Rome, and hallen thither. All 
we know of this expedition is, that Gaul was reltored to 
its former tranquility; and that the emperor, marching from 
that province into Vindclicia, obliged the Barbarians, who 
had made an irruption on that fide, to repafs the Danube 
From Vindelicia the emperor marched into Illyricum ; 
and finding the province of Dacia in the hands of the 
Barbarians, who had feized it in the reign of Gallicnus, he 
did not think it worth his while to recover a country, which, 
he was well apprifed, he could not maintain in the midfl 
of fo many barbarous nations. He therefore withdrew 
the Roman troops from the few forts they ftill held beyond 
the Danube, and refigned to the inhabitants, who had been 
driven out by the Barbarians, part of Moefia and Dardanla. 

From Illyricum the emperor marched into Thrace, with a 
defign to pafs the winter there, and early in the fpring to 
crofs over into Afia, and lead his army againit the Perfians, 
upon what provocation, hiltory does not inform us; but 
while he was wholly intent upon this war, death put a pe¬ 
riod to this, and his other vaft defigns. Hiftorians give us 
the following account of his unhappy end; he fufpedled 
Mneftheus, one of his fieedmen and fecretaries, of extor¬ 
tion, and had threatened to punifli him. Mneftheus, pro¬ 
bably guilty of the crime laid to his charge, and well ac¬ 
quainted with the emperor’s cruel and inflexible temper, re- 
folved to fruftrate his delign. Accordingly, counterfeiting 
his mailer’s hand, he wrote a roll of the names of the chief 
officers in the army, and, among the reft, his own ; and, 
fliewing it to thofe whofe names he had fet down, told 
them, that he had found it in the emperor’s clofet; that 
they were all doomed to deftruiflion ; and that only by fome 
defperate attempt they could avert their impending ruin. 
They all believed him, and, prompted partly by fear, partly 
by indignation, to fee their fervices thus rewarded, took, 
without hefitation, the refolution fuggefted to them by 
Mneftheus ; and a few days after, as the army was march¬ 
ing to a place named Cacnophrurium, that is, the cajlle, 
half-way between Byzantium and Heraclea, they fell upon 
the emperor fword in hand, while he was attended only by 
a fmall guard, and difpatched him with many wounds. The 
emperor muft have been killed about the latter end of Ja¬ 
nuary, for his death was known at Rome on the third of 
February of the year 275, fo that he had reigned five full 
>> Zonar. p, a40i 
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years ; and lived, according to the moft probable opinion, 
lixty-three *. His death did not remain unpunilhed ; for 
the officers, who had killed him, finding foon after, that 
they had been impofed upon by Mneftheus, threw him to 
the wild beads, and built a magnificent temple and tomb to 
the honour of the deceafed emperor, in the place where he 
had been killed, the whole army folemnizing his obfcquies 
with the utmod pomp and magnificence. All thofe who 
were engaged in the confpiracy were cither cut in pieces on 
the fpot by the enraged foldiery, or afterwards executed 
under his fucccflbrs Tacitus and Probus. His death was 
much lamented by the fenate, who, at the lequeft of the 
army, ranked him among the gods ; but more by the people, 
whom he had gained with greater bounties and largefles 
than they had ever received from any of his predeceflbrs. 

Aurelian is commonly dyled the redorer of the empire, 
which, after the evils it had fuffered by the captivity of Va¬ 
lerian, and indolence of Gallienus, began to revive under 
Claudius, and was by Aurelian redored to its former llreiigtli 
and ludre. He delivered Italy from the ineurfions of the 
Alemanni, refeued the Eal) from the diameful yoke of a 
woman, humbled the Perfians, Hill elated with the capti¬ 
vity of Valerian, reunited Gaul to the empire, and redored 
to Rome Thrace and Illyricum, over-raii and onpreffed by 
the Barbarians. His arms were dreaded, and his friciidfliip 
courted, by the mod didaiit nations. He was a prince of 
great bravery, prudence, and generofity ; but as his cruelty 
overbalanced all his other good qualities, he is by Vopif- 

bu:\hetfX^tres"jr —-S^hego‘ud, 

As 
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flou- tells us, that he and foinc other 
philofophers were fealled at 
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phei, bur the belt critic and 
orator of his age, and fo well 
verlcd in the various branches 
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^ge, and a living library (3). 
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As all the principal officers in the army had been con's 
cerned in the death of Aurelian, the foldiers, by whom he 
was greatly beloved, not able to prevail upon themfelvesto 
nominate one of them in his room, wrote to the fenate, 
acquainting them with the death of the emperor, and re- nearmy 
ferring the choice of a new prince to them. When their refer the 
letter was read, Tacitus, who was at that time prince of ettStmnefa 


great warmth againft Aurelian, 
and was fuppofed to have dic¬ 
tated the letter which that prin- 
cefs wrote to the emperor dur¬ 
ing the fiege of Palmyra. That 
letter fo provoked Aurelian, 
that, upon the redudllon of the 
place, he caufed the fuppofed 
author of it to be put to death ; 
whichhefuffered with great firm- 
nefs and intrepidity, confollng 
thofe who were aft'eiffed with his 
misfortune. Suidas mentions fe- 
veral philological pieces pub- 
lillied by Longinus (4); but 
takes no notice of his treatife on 
the fublime, the only entire 
work of Longinus which has 
reached our times, and fully 
anfwers the great idea which 
the ancients raife in us of its 
author. 

Ainelius, againftwhom Lon¬ 
ginus wrote, was a philofopher 
of great reputation among the 
Platonics (ij). He was dilciple 
to Plotinus, and greatly attach¬ 
ed to him : for he lived twenty, 
lour years with him at Rome, 
from the third year of Philip 
to the firlt of Claudius, that is, 
from the year 246, to the begin¬ 
ning of 269 (6). He was a very 
laborious man, and is faid to 
have coinpofed an hundred vo¬ 
lumes, containing only what he 


had heard of Plotinus in the 
frequent conferences that phi¬ 
lofopher had held with him, 
and others of the fame feft (7). 
Amelias and Plotinus were, in 
the opinion of Longinus, the 
only philofophers, who, in his 
time, publilhed works worth 
perufiug (8). 

Some hilloriaus too flourilh- 
ed under Aurelian, to wit, Cal¬ 
licrates of Tyre, whom Vopif- 
cus flyles the moft learned of 
all the Greek hifforians of his 
time (9) ; and Theoclius, or 
Theon, of Chios, as fome cri¬ 
tics conjedure (1). Both thefe 
hiftorians wrote the life of Au¬ 
relian ; but dwelt, it feems, 
too much on trifling inci¬ 
dents (2). Nicomachus, an¬ 
other Greek hiltorian, wrote at 
the fame time. Aurelianus 
Feftivus, a freedman of the em¬ 
peror Aurelian, wrote the hillo- 
ry of his reign, or at leaft part 
of it, with the life of Firmus, 
who ufurped the title of empe¬ 
ror in Egypt (t). Erennius 
Dexippus, by birth an Athe¬ 
nian, by profeflioii an orator, 
the fon of another Dexippus, 
flourilhed under Aurelian, and 
was effeemed one of the great- 
eft orators Greece had ever pro¬ 
duced (4). 


(4) Suid. a. p. 50. (5) Eufeb. Praspor. lib. xi. cap. 18. 

p. 540. (6) Plot. Vit. p. 3, 6. (7)Idem, p. 3. (8) Idemj 

pri4. (9) Vit. Aurel. p. 109. (1) VolT. Hill. Grace, lib. i». 

cap. 17. p. 485. , (z) Aurel. Vit. p. BIO. (3) Firm. Vit. p. Z44. 

(4.) Suid. p. 659, Veil'. Hill. Grcc. lib, iv. cap. 17. p. 485. Aurel. Vic. 
p. 109, Long, Cap. viii. p, lA Plot. Vu. p. 3, <. Pb*t. cap. 8s. p. soo, 
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the fenate, and voted the firft, declared, that he wiflied 
to refer the choice of a new emperor to the army, as the 
army had done to the fenate : “ For what difputes (faid he), 
and difturbances will inevitably enfue, Ihould not the army 
approve of the perfon whom we choofc !” The fenate 
acquiefeed in hispropofal; but the foldiers referred the 
ch oice a fecond and a third time to the fenate, as the fenate 
did to the foldiers ; fo that the empire, by this reciprocal 
exchangr of compliments, and commendable difpute be¬ 
tween the fenate and army, remained near eight months 
without a head : neverthelefs, no ufurper ftarted up 
during that peiiod; no difturbances happened either at 
Home, or in the provinces. But the Barbarians in the 
mean time, taking advantage of the inter-regnum, began to 
put themfelves in motion. The Germans, that is, the 
Lyges, the f’ranks, the Burgundiones, and the Vandals, 
broke into Gaul; the Goths threatened Illyricum; and 
every one expefted, that the Perfians, againft whom Au- 
relian had declared war, would not continue long quiet. 
Thefe events Velius Cornificius Gordianus, then conful 
laid before the fenate on the twenty-fifth of September • 
and earneftly prefled them to proceed, without farther de- 
lay, to the eleflion of an emperor. He concluded his 
fpecch by telling them, that the empire could no longer 
ex,ft without a head ; and that the army would either 

Si ilio.c;.""'’ 

There had been fome talk before of raifing Tacitus to 
the ernpiic, who had withdrawn into Campania, and lived 
tvvo months in rcti.xmcu ; but, being recalled by the l- 

paft conduft, deferve it He ti" ’ t^Iiarafter, your 
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flowed the higheft encomiums upon Tacitus, difplayed in a 
very afFefting manner the many evils attending the admi- 
niflration of young and unexperienced princes ; and con¬ 
jured Tacitus, by the love he bore his country, not to leave 
the empire to his fons, who were yet children, but to ap¬ 
point for his fucceflbr a perfon, whom he judged equal to 
ib great a truft, if the ftate were, by the immutable decrees 
of the Fates, deprived of him before his children attained 
the age of maturity. He added, that, to riifpofe of the fenate, 
the people of Rome, and the whole empire, in the fame 
manner as he devifed his houfes, lands, and Haves, was 
repugnant to the laws of juftice and equity; and that no¬ 
thing would fo much commend his name to future ages, as 
to fhew at his death, that he loved the republic above his 
family and ilTue''. The decree was then drawn up, velting 
him with the fovereign power, and Hgned by all the fena- 
tors, even by Tacitus himfelf. From the fenate they pro¬ 
ceeded to the field of Mars, where ^lius Cefetianus, then 
governor of Rome, declared to the foldiers and people 
aflembled, the eleftion of Tacitus, which was received 
with the ufual acclamations. 

The prefent emperor, named on his coins, M. Claudius 
Tacitus, but, by Vopifeus, Aurelianus, or Aurelius Taci¬ 
tus, acknowleged Cornelius 'Facitus, the celebrated hifto- 
rian, for his kinfman ; and therefore, to fecure his inimitable 
performance againft the injuries of time, he ordered ten 
copies of it to be tranferibed every year, and to be lodged 
in the public libraries, and in the cabinets of the learned ; 
but, notwithftanding his care, only a fmall part of what 
that excellent hiltorian wrote has reached our times. The 
emperor was advanced in years ; but had feveral children 
who were very young. Florianus, named on the ancient 
coins M. Annius Florianus, was only his uterine brother. 
All we know of his preferments is, that he had been con- 
ful, and was, at the time of his eleftion, prince of the fe¬ 
nate. He was a man of learning, of a mild temper, an 
enemy to all pomp, and a great admirer of the manners of 
the primitive Romans. When he was created emperor, he 
gave his immenfe eftate to the public, allotting part of it 
for the repairing and beautifying the temples. His ready 
money he diflributed among the foldiers, fet at liberty all 
the flaves he had at Rome, and caufed his houfe to be 
pulled down, in order to build public baths in the place 
where it flood. His temperance and regularity, his oeco- 
nomy, and care of the public money, his impartiality in 

^ Tacit. Vit, p. 217—131. 
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the adminidration of juftice, are much celebrated by the 
authors of his life. 

In the firft fpeech he made to the fenate, he declared, 
that he would tranfa£t nothing without their confent and 
authority ; and then propofed two laws, which were re- 
Tiuo f hi gf^at applaufe, and confirmed by a decree. 

la-ws. They enafted, that whoever fliould mix metals with a bafer 
fort, fliould forfeit his eftate and life ; that flaves fliould 
not be admitted as witnefles againfl: their mafters, even in 
cafes of treafon. In the fame fpeech he afked the con- 
fulfliip for his brother Florianus •, but the fenate did not 
think fit to grant him his lequeft : a repulfe which he was 
fo far from refenting, that, on the contrary, he feemed 
highly pleafed with the liberty they had taken, faying “ I 
am glad they know him.” From the very beginning of bis 

"TY removing of fcveral abufes 

whjch ft,II prevailed in Rome. By one edifb, he fupprefled 
all brothels ; by another, he ordered all the public baths to 
be fliut up at fun-fet; and, by a third, prohibited all forts 
of gold nfl-ueanri gildmg^ He refpeaed the memory of the 
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barinns, and obliged tbemto return to their own country ", 

In the following year the emperor entered upon his fecond 
confulftiip, having ^milianus for his colleague ; and, after 
pafling the winter in Cilicia, was preparing to return to 
Italy, when he was, according to fome writers, feized with 
a violent diftemper, which, in a few days, put an end to 
his life ; but, according to others, he was killed by his own 
foldiers. He died at Tarfus in Cilicia, or, as others write, Yr. of FI, 
at l iana in Cappadocia, after a reign of only fix months. *6»4- 
Upon his death, his brother Florianus, whom he had ap- ^ 7 ^- 

pointed captain of the guards, caufed himfelf to be pro- ' 
claimed emperor, and was acknowlcged in all the pro- jy,-, death. 
vinces of Lurope and Africa; but the legions quartered in Ftortanus 
Syria, Phoenicia, Palelline, and Egypt, dcclaied for Pro- ajfumeuhe 
bus, whom Tacitus had appointed commander of all the 
forces in the Eaft. This competition kindled a civil war jerldby 
in the bowels of the empire, w'hile the Barbarians were kis tmfn 
ready to invade it on all fides. Florianus gained at firft men. 
fome advantages over his competitor; but as the troops 
under his command were more attached to Probus than to 
him, they mutinied. At the approach of Probus, who was 
rcfolved to put the w'hole to the iffue of a general engage¬ 
ment, they fell upon their own leader, cut him in pieces, 
after he had reigned about two months, and joined Probus, 
in the neighbourhood of Parfus in Cilicia. 

The death of Florianus was no fooner known in Europe Fruhui 
and Africa, than the armies unanimoufly proclaimed Pro- proclaimed 
bus emperor, and the fenaie readily confirmed their eledlion, tTnpeTOT. 
honouring the new emperor with the titles of Auguflus, 

Father of his Country, and High Pontiff; and vefling him 
with the tribunitial and proconfular power ; for they all 
entertained a great opinion of his Juftice, equity, and mo¬ 
deration ; and looked upon him as a perfon in every refpedl 
qualified for the difeharge of fo great a truft ; and indeed, 
if Vopifciis is to be credited, he was one of the heft and 
greateft princes that ever fwayed a feeptre. That writer 
prefers him to Trajan, Adrian, Antoninus, Alexander, 

Claudius, and to Auguftus himfelf. He was an excel- fjjj tha- 
lent commander, an able ftatefman, a friend to virtue, an raSer. 
enemy to vice, generous, affable, good-natured, and, in 
fhort, endowed with every good quality commendable in a 
prince”. He was a native of Sirmium in Pannonia. His Exiraffiom 
father, Maximus, was, in his youth, a gardener; but after- andprt- 
wards, lifting himfelf among the troops, he was raifed to ftfmenis. 
the poft of tribune, and married a woman of rank, by 

" Zoiiar, p. z4D. Zof. p. i 6 S. ' Prob. Vit. p. 133, 134"’ 4 '- 
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■whom he had one fon, the prefent emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention in hiftory. Probus 
entered into the army wlien very young; and having dif- 
tinguiflied hinifelf on many occafions under Valerian, Gal- 
licnus, Claudius, and Aurelian, he was, by thefc princes, 
raifed to the highell: pofts, and employed, always ■with fuc- 
cefs, in tlie many wars which they waged with the Barba¬ 
rians. He was about forty-four years old, according to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, when preferred to the empire. 
His cleffioti was no fooner confirmed by the fenate, than 
he left Cilicia, and returned to Europe. 

He paired the winter in Paiinonia, and having taken 
upon him his firft confulftiip, and named M. Aurelius Pau- 
linus for his colleague, he fet out in the fpring for Gaul, 
where the Franks and other German nations had com¬ 
mitted dreadful ravages. He is laid to have fought in that 
province many fuccefsful battles, to liave killed near four 
hundred thoufand of the Barbarians, and to have obliged 
the rcll to rellntpiilh the booty they had taken, and fave 
themfelves by flight beyond the Rhine. Having reftored 
Gaul ttmts fomier tranquillity, he palTed the Rhine at the 
head ot Ins vidlorious army, and made war upon the enemy 
m their own country, with greater fuccefs than ever at¬ 
tended any of his predeceflbrs (G). 

Early 


(G) This appears from the 
account which he hinifelf tranf. 
mined to the fenate in the fol- 
Invvnigdetter; “ I return thanks 
to the immortal gods, confeript 
tatheis, who have given mani- 
lelt tokens o| their approving 
your choice in railing me to the 
empire. Gtimany, that wide 
and e.vtenfive country, is en- 
tiudy fiibdurd NIih- 
diflerenr nations have thnnvii 
tlicmlc-lvfs proflratc at my feet 
m lather your’s. Ail the Bari 

let >00, and even fight for you. 

ftt tm-n,ihcretore, thanks ui the 

gods tor lo fig„.|i 
Four hundred thoufand of the 
foemy have been delhoyed 
fifteen tbrnifand have been ini 
J’o.'por.ucd ,n onr troops. dVo 

have recoveiedh.ty great cities 


which they had laken, and de¬ 
livered Gaul from the yoke 
under which it groaned. The 
crowns of gold, with which the 
cities of Gaul have prefented 
me, I have tranfinitted to you, 
m be confecrated, and, by your 
hands, offered to the great Ju- 
piter, and to the other gods and 
goddefles. We have iior only 
recovered the booty which they 
had taken, but enriched our- 
fehes until their fpoil.s. The 
uelds ol Ganl are ploughed with 
he cattle of the B.wbarians; 

inclofed in our 
fin a’ ™ 3 gazines are 

filled with their corn: in lliort, 
we have left them nothing but 
he bare foil. I have had Lne 
thoughts of reducing Germany 

!eoolI|- hut the 

republic, exhaulledwith ft, nia- 
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Early in the fpring the emperor fet out for Gaul, and 
benditig his march through Rhxtia, arrived in Illyricum, 
whence the Sarmatians, who had invaded that province, 
withdrew, upon the the news of his approach, and aban¬ 
doned their booty. From Illyricum he purfued his march 
into Thrace, where he received deputies from all the Go- The Cmfu 
thic nations, fent by their refpeiEfivc Rates and princes to fue for 
court his friendfliip Having thus fettled peace and tran- 
quility in all the provinces of Europe, he paffed over into 
Alia, and entered Ifauria, which had revolted from Rome. 

After many dangerous conflidfs with the Ifaurian robbers, 
andPalfutius their leader, whom he took, and put to death, 
he entirely reduced that country, tianfplanted the inhabi- Jfauria re- 
tants into diltant provinces, and divided Ifauria among his duceJ. 
veterans, uj on condition that they (hould fend their fons, 
as foon 3S they attained the age of eighteen, to ferve in the 
army, Ic.c, truiling to their rocks and mountains, they 
fhould follow the example of the ancient inhabitants, and 
turn free-booters. 

From Ifauria the emperor marched into Syria, where he 
entered upon his third confulfliip, having Paternus for his 
colleague ; and, in the fpring, led his army againft the 
Blemyes, a barbarous nation, dwelling between Egypt and 
Ethiopia, who had made thcmfclves inafliers of Coptos and 
Ptolemals in Thebais, and {truck terror into the neighbour¬ 
ing countries. Probus defeated them with great {laughter. Tie Ble- 
recovered the above-mentioned cities, and fent a great de- 
number of the oarbarians prifoners to Rome, where their 
extraordinary figure, fays Vopifeus, raifed great admiration 
in the Rom in people (H). The king of Perfia, Varranes II. The Per- 
alarmed at the vidlories gained by Probus over fo fierce and 
warlike a nation, fent ambaffadors, with rich prefents, to 
fue for peace ; but the emperor, not fatisfied with their 
propofals, refufed the prefents, and fent back the deputies; 
a repulfe which fo tenified the king, that he concluded a 
peace with Probus upon his own terms. The eallern pro- 


p Prob. Vit. p. 239. 


ny wars, is not perhaps at pre- 
fent in a condition to maintain 
the additional troops which 
muft be raifed for that parpofe 
(l).» 

(H) Pliny had deferibed them 


many years before, as a people 
without heads, and having their 
mouths and eyes in their breafls 
(2). Some writers fuppofe, 
that the Ihortnefs of their necks 
gave rife to this fable. 


(i) Prob. Vit. p. 239. (i) Plin. lib. v. cap. S. 
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vinces being thus fettled in peace, the emperor returned to 
Thrace, where he allotted lands to one hundred thoufand 
Baftarn^, a Scythian nation, of whom we ftiall have fre¬ 
quent oecafion to fpeak hereafter. They all remained faith¬ 
ful to him; but the Gepidx, Juthungi, and Vandals, on 
whom he bellowed lands in the fame province, rebelled, 
while he was engaged in domeftic wars the following year. 
From Thrace the emperor returned to Rome, triumphed 
over the Germans and Blemyess, and entertained the peo¬ 
ple, for feveial days together, with all forts of fliews, com¬ 
bats, and diverfions. 

No foreign nation daring to attempt an invafion, peace 
reigned throughout the whole empire; but this general 
tranquility was foon difturbed by domellic broils, which 
firll broke out in the Fall, where Sext. Julius Saturninus, 
as he is flyled on the ancient coins, was proclaimed empe¬ 
ror. He was, according to fome, a native of Mauritania, 
according to others, of Gaul, and had diftinguilhed himfelf 
in many wars ; for he is faid to have reftored tranquility to 
Gaul, to have recovered Africa from the Moors, and ap- 
peafed the dihuibances that had long prevailed in Spain 
The emperor Aurelian had appointed him commander of 
the troops quartered on the frontiers of the caftern pro¬ 
vinces, and at the fame time ordered him never to fet foot 
in Egypt, fearing, fays Vopifeus, as he was well acquainted 
wdth the ambitious temper of the. Gauls, and the ftrong in¬ 
clination of the Egyptiants to novelty, that he might be 
tempted to affume the fovereignty. Notwithftanding this 
prohibition, Saturninus being led by curiofity to vifit Egypt, 
he no fooner appeared at Alexandiia, than he was, by that 
turbulent and reftlefs people, proclaimed emperor. He at 
firft declined that dignity, and, quitting Alexandria, re¬ 
turned to Paleftine; but afterwards apprehending, that 
what had already happened might exafperate Probus, and 
oecafion his ruin, he fufFcred himfelf to be proclaimed em¬ 
peror, (bedding many tears amidft the acclamations of the 
foldiery and populace'. Zonaras writes, that Probus, who 
had a great elteem for him, not believing he had revolted, 
caufed the perfon to be punifhed, who brought him intel¬ 
ligence of his rebellion. He afterwards wrote feveral kind 
letters to him ; but his foldiers threatening him with death, 
if he complied with the emperor’s ofifers, he was forced to 
rcjccl them. Probus finding his remonftrances inefTeflual, 
difpatchcd fome troops againft him, which, being joined by 

1 Piob. Vit. p. 3,40. I Saturn. Vit. p. 144. Zof. p. 663. 

Goltz. p. 116. Birag. p, 303. » Sat. Vit. p. 145. 
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others in the Eaft, engaged Saturninus, routed him, and 
obliged him to ftielter himfeJf in the citadel of Apamea, 
which they took by ftorm, and put the whole garrifon, to¬ 
gether with Saturninus, to the fword. The emperor, who 
defigned to pardon him, exprafled great concern for his 
death 

In the following year, MelTala and Gratus being confuls, 
two ufurpers appeared in Gaul, namely, Proculus and Bo- 
nofus. The former was a native of Albingaunum, now 
Albenga, fubjeft to the republic of Genoa. His anceftors 
had been famous robbers, and had acquired immenfe 
v^enlth ; for Proculus is faid to have armed two thoufand 
Daves of his own, when he revolted. In his youth he had 
been birnfelf a robber ; but entering afterwards into the 
army, had fignalizcd himfelt by many gallant exploits. He 
wa.s tribune, and had the command of feveral legions, when 
he alTumcd the title of emperor, prompted thereunto chiefly 
by his wife, called firll Viturgia, and afterwards Sampfo, 
a umman of great ambition, and mafeuline courage ; and 
by the inhabitants of Lions, who had been treated with 
great feverity by Aurelian, and apprehended the like 
ufage from Probus. He was proclaimed emperor at Co¬ 
logne, and acknowleged, according to Vopifeus, in Nar- 
bonne Gaul, Britain, and Spain. The fame w'riter tells us, 
that he defeated the Alcmanni in feveral battles j but was 
himfelf at lafl vanquifhed by Probus, and forced to take 
refuge among the Franks, from whom he pretended to de¬ 
rive his origin. The Franks offered him affiftance; but, 
inilead of performing their promife, betrayed him to the 
emperor, by whom he was punifhed as a traitor. 

Bonofus, or, as he is ftyJed in the ancient coins, Q^Bo- 
nolius, was defeended of a Spanifh family, but born in 
Britain. His father kept a public fchool, and taught chil¬ 
dren the firft rudiments of the Latin tongue. The fun en¬ 
tered early into the army, and raifed himfelf from the rank 
of a common foldier to the poll of general, and was em¬ 
ployed to guard the frontiers of Rhictia ; but having fuffer- 
ed the Germans to furprife and burn the Roman fleet on the 
Rhine, the dread of being punifhed for this negledl induced 
him to aflume the fovereignty, and caufe himfelf to be pro¬ 
claimed emperor by the troops under his command. He 
maintained himfelf in that dignity longer than was cxpcfl- 
ed, and fought feveral battles with Probus ; but, being at 
length reduced to great diftrefs, he chofe rather to ftrangle 
himfelf, than to fall into the hands of the conqueror. 
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The whole empire now enjoyed profound tranquility; all 
domcftic troubles were happily appeafed, and foreign ene¬ 
mies intimidated by the fame of Probus’s glorious atchieve- 
ments. However, that the troops might not abandon 
ihemfelves to idlenefs, he employed them in many ufeful 
works, faying, that fince they were maintained by the 
people, they ought either to fight or labour for the public. 
As Hannibal therefore, to find fome employment for his 
foldiers, had formerly filled Africa with olive-trees, fo 
Probus, for his valour llyled a fecond Hannibal, ordered 
his troops to plant vines on the hills of Gaul, Pannonia, 
and Moefia, allowing, fays Vopifeus, the Gauls, Panno- 
nians, Spaniards, and Britons, liberty to cultivate as many 
vineyards as they pleafed ; a liberty which had been denied 
them ever fince the time of Domitian The emperor Ju¬ 
lian writes, that Probus, during his fliort reign, either re¬ 
built or repaired feventy cities As the city of Siimiuin, 
the place of his nativity, flood in a low' marlhy ground, he 
engaged great initnhers of his foldiers in digging a canal to 
convey the w'aters into the fea. This employment incenfed 
them againit him, and their rage was inflamed by the ap- 
prehenfion they were under of being foon difbanded ; for 
the emperor had faid, that he hoped in a fhort time there 
would be no occafion for foldiers or armies. This profpefb 
they could not bear ; and therefore in the following year, 
when Probus was conful the fifth time with Vidtorinus, 
they attacked him with great fury, as he was marching 
from one town in Illyricum to another. The emperor had 
time to retire into an iron tower of an extraordinary height, 
which he himfelf had built, to obferve the foldiers, while 
they were at w'ork. But thither the incenfed multitude pur- 
fued him, and, having eafily flormed the place, as it was 
defended by the prince alone, difpatched him with many 
wounds, after he had lived fifty, and reigned fix years and 
four months (1). He was, w'ithout all doubt, one of the 
belt, as well as greateft princes, that ever reigned *. After 

v Prob. Vit, p. ,40. „ jul. csf. p. 17. X Prob. 

Vit. p. 141. 


( 1 ) The lofs of fo good a 
prince was greatly lamented, 
not only by the fenate and 
people of Rome, but by the 
Barbarians themfelves, who 
dreaded his valour, and levered 
his probity, clemency, and 


juflice. His fuccefTors honour¬ 
ed his memory with all poffible 
marks of refpefl and eflcem, 
ranking him among the gods, 
and confecrating temples to his 
name. 


bis 
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his death, his family withdrew from Rome, and fettled in 
the neighbourhood of Verona (K). 

Upon the death of Probus, Carus, then captain of the 
praetorian guards, was, by the unanimous confent of the 
army, raifed to the empire, as a perfon in every refpedl: 
qualified to fucceed fo good a prince, and fo great a war¬ 
rior. The fenate were fatisfied with the eledtion of Carus; 
but, dreading the vicious and cruel temper of his fon Cari- 
nus, were unwilling to confirm the choice of the foldiery. 
However, apprehending the power of the army, and delir- 
ous to maintain the peace and tranquility eftabliflied by 
Probus, they at lafl aeknowleged Carus, and conferred up¬ 
on him the ufual titles and honours Of his family and 
anceftors we know but very little. Some fay, that he was 
by birth a Roman, but by defeent an Illyrican ; others, that 
he was born in Illyricum, but of Carthaginian parents. In 
a journal quoted by Vopifeus, he is flyled a native of Milan. 
The two Vidlors, Eutropius, and feveral others, affert he 
was born in Narbonne. The emperor himfelf pretended, 
that his anceftors were originally Romans. He raifed him¬ 
felf, by degrees, to the chief employments in the ftate, both 
civil and military. Probus, after having employed him in 
inoft of his expeditions, appointed him captain of the 
guards, in which ftation he gained the affeftions of the 
foldiers to fuch a degree, that, upon the death of this em¬ 
peror, they all agreed to raife him to the empire. That 
prince entertained a great opinion of the prudence, juftice, 
and integrity of Carus ; as appears from a letter quoted by 
Vopifeus, which he wrote to the fenate in his behalf, dcfir- 
ing them to reward his eminent ferviccs, by erefling an 
cqueftrian ftatuc, and building him a houfe at the public 
charge, for which the emperor himfelf promifed to fiipply 
the neceflary quantity of marble. 

>' Car. Vit. p. 243, 249. 


(K) Under Probus llouriflieJ 
Turdulus (TalliLMnus,u ho wrote 
a kind of journal, often quoted 
by Vopifeus in his life of Pro- 
bus, who ftyles the author ot it 
a man of honour and linceri- 
ty(i). He likewife cites M. 
Salvidienus, from whom he 
copied the fpeech made by 


Saturninus, when he put on the 
purple, and atfunied the title of 
emperor (2). Ouefimus pub- 
lillicd the life of Probus, writ¬ 
ten, according to Vopifeus, 
with great exaftnefs (3), and 
likewife that of the emperor 
Carus (4). 
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(3) Bonof. 


(1) Prob. Vit. p. 233. (2) Saturn. Vit. p. 245. 

Vit. p. 246. Si Car. Vit. p. 230- (4) Idem ibid. 
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Cams was no fooner fettled in the empire, than he be- 
ftowed the title of Csefar on his two fons Carinas and Nu- 
merianus, of whom the former was a youth abandoned to 
all manner of wickednefs, and the latter endowed with every 
good quality requifite in a prince. Some writers pretend, 
that at the fame time he declared them his partners in the 
empire, giving them equal power and authority with him- 
felf; but on the medals of the year 282, the firft of Carus’s 
reien, his tivo fons are only llylcd Csefars The Sarma- 
tiaiis were no fooner informed of the death of Probus than 
they burll into lllyricum and Thrace, over-ran thofe coun¬ 
tries, and threatened Italy itfelf. In confequence of this 
invafion, Carus, drawing together his forces, marched 
□gainft the Barbarians ; and coming to a general engage¬ 
ment, cut fixtecn thoufaiid of them in pieces, took twenty 
thoLifand prifoners, and obliged the reft to abandon the 
Roman dominions, and retire into their own country. Thi¬ 
ther he would have purfued them, had he not been apprifed, 
that thcl’erfians were ready to invade the caltern provinces 
with a numerous army, under the condudl of their king 
Vatranes II. a warlike prince, who had lately figiialized 
himfelf againft the Segetani, and entirely reduced that brave 
and powerful people. Upon this intelligence, Carus com¬ 
mitting the care of the weftern provinces to his eldeft fon 
Carinus, and taking with him Numcrianus, left Thrace, 
and, croflitig over into Afia, marched immediately to An¬ 
tioch, and thenee into Mefopotamia ; which the Perfians, 
who, it leems, had already feizedthat province, abandoned 
at his approach, h rom Mefopotamia he advanced into Per- 
fia ; laid waftc the country to a gre.tt extent; and, meet¬ 
ing with no oppolition, as the Perfians were then engaged 
in a civil war, he befieged and took the famous cities of Se- 
leucid and Ctcfiphon, with Cochc, which w^as a place of 
great ftrength on the other fide the Tigris, and, as it were, 
the citadel of Ctciiphon ". Forthefe conquefts he alTumed 
the furiiame of Perficus, which we read on moft of his 
coins He was determined upon utterly ruining the Per- 
fiait monarchy, and would, in all likelihood, have fucceed- 
ed in that great defign, the Perfians being then divided 
among themfelves, had he not been prevented by death, 
w'hich overlook him in the neighbourhood of Ctcfiphon, 
while he was preparing to purftie his conquefts beyond that 
city ; contrary to the injundlion of an ancient oracle. He 
reigned, according to the moft probable opinion, a year. 


* Birag. p, 446. a Car. Vit. p. 

S' » Spanh, lib, v. p. 419. 


Greg. Naz. Orat. iv. 


and 
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and four months. He was conful when he died, and had 
his fon Carinus for his colleague in that dignity. 

Upon the death of Carus, Numerianus was immediately Numeria- 
faluted by the whole army with the title of emperor. As to "us pra- 
his other fon, Carinus, he was then in Gaul, and had been ‘ 
raifed by his father to the fovereignty before he engaged in 
the Perfian war. Numerianus, grieved beyond exprellion 
for the death of his father, broke up his camp, and began 
to retire. As his eyes, weakened by the great quantity of 
tears he had Ihed, could not bear the light, he eaufed him- 
felf to be carried in a clofe litter. Arrius Aper, his father- 
in-law, and captain of the guards, who had free accefs to 
him, took that opportunity to murder him privately, with He h mur- 
a defign to raife himfelf to the empire. The body of the dereii. 
deceafed prince he left in the litter, telling the foldiers, who 
wanted to fee their emperor, that he could not endure the 
air, and endeavouring in the mean time to gain them over 
to his own intereft. The dead body was thus carried three 
days -, but as it began to be offeiifive to the fmell, the crime 
was difeovered fooner than Aper expeiSteil, and he was im¬ 
mediately feized, no one doubting but he was the author of 
the murder. 


Upon the death of Numerianus, the army with one voice 
proclaimed Dioclcfian emperor. Such was the unhappy end 
of Numerianus after he had reigned about eight months. 
He was killed near Heraclea in Thrace. All the ancients 
fpeak of him as a prince endowed with every good quality 
becoming a perfon of his rank (L). 

DiocleCan was defeended of a mean and obfeure family 
in Dalmatia, being, according to foine, the fon of a notary; 
and of a flave, according to others. Vidlor the younger 
relates, that he was himfelf, in his youth. Have to a fenator, 
named Anulinus, who afterwards gave him his liberty 
The name, both of his mother, and the place of his birth, 
was Dloclea ; whence he was called Diodes, till his accef- 
fion to the empire, when he gave his name a Latin found 


Yr. of FI, 
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and termination, calling himfelf DiocleGanus. He entered 
early into the army, and raifed himfelf to the firft military 
employments (M). Dioclelian fervedwith great credit un¬ 
der Probus, who preferred him to the command of the 
troops quartered in Mcefia He attended Carusin his ex¬ 
pedition againft the Perfians, and diftinguiftied himfelf in 
that war. Syncellus tells us, that he was raifed by that 
prince to the confullliip He had, at the time of Nume- 
rianus’s death, the command of the guards that attended 
the emperor’s perfon, and were fuperior in rank to the prx- 
torian guards, as we have obferved above. He was a great 
mailer of civil affairs, ready at forefeeing events, dextrous 
at concerting fchemes, naturally inclined to violent mea- 
fures, but at the fame time mailer of his temper; an ene¬ 
my to all ufelefs expence, and a great encourager of learn¬ 
ing, though from his youth he had been brought up in the 
camp, and had never applied himfelf to any fludy but that 
of the military art, in the knowlege of which he was equal 
to the famous commanders of ancient times He was, 
according to Eutropius, naturally covetous, and determin¬ 
ed upon amaffing riches by any means whatever b. By his 
wife Prilia he had a daughter, named Galeria Valeria, who 
was married to Maximinus Galerius; but proved barren 

Dioclefian, being, by the unanimous confent of the ar¬ 
my, proclaimed emperor, afeended the tribunal ; and, af¬ 
ter having harangued the foldiers, and folemnly declared, 
upon oath, that he had not been acceflbry or privy to the 
death of Numerianus, he caufed Aper to be feized, re¬ 
proached him in bitter terms with the murder of his prince 
and fon-in-law, and then, defeending from the tribunal, 
drew his fwotd, and buried it in his breafl, faying, “ You 
lhall have the honour, Aper, to fall by an illuftrious hand.” 
rile new emperor would not have begun his reign with an 
adion that favoured of cruelty, had it not been to fulfil 

a Zon.Tr. tum. ii. p. 243. e Syncel. p. 387. f Prob. 

Vit. p. 141. Matrin. Vir. p. 96. Carin. Vit. p.ici. g Eutrop. 
p. 586. •> Birag. p. 444. 

(M) We arc told, that, while 
he yet ferved in an inferior poll, 
a Druid woman, in vvhofe houfe 
he lodged, upbraided him with 
covetoufnefs, he anfwered her 
ill jeil, “ I fhall be more ge¬ 
nerous when 1 am emperor.” 

“ You are joking, Diodes, 

(i) Car. Vit, p. 15*. 

the 


(replied the Druid), but I tell 
you in good earneil, that you 
will attain the empire after you 
have killed a boar.” This is 
fuppofed to have happened in 
the city of Tongres, in the 
prefenc bilhoprick of Liege (2). 
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the prophecy of the DruiH, the word apn (ignlfying in the 
Latin tongue a boar-, whence, in feeing Aper fall, he cried 
out, “ I have at length killed the fatal bosr.” Dioclefian 
was proclaimed emperor at Chalccdon, on the feventeenth 
of September, of the year 284, which epoch is the more 
remarkable, as it is the beginning of a new a,'ra, called, 
the Eera of Dioclefian, and fometinip^, the aera of martyrs, 
which for many ages obtained in the church, and is ftill in 
ufc amongft the Cophts in Egypt, the Abyflinians, and fome 
other African nations. The firft year of this sera begins 
with the Egyptian year, on the twenty-ninth of Auguft 284 h 
Dioclefian made his public entry into Nicomedia on the 
twenty-feventh of September, of this year ; and employed 
the remaining months in making the neceflary preparations 
to oppofe Carinus, who, hearing of his brother’s death, and 
the affumption of Dioclefian, had left Gaul, and was march¬ 
ing, at the head of a powerful army, into Illyricum. The 
following year Carinus entered on his third confulfhip, 
having Ariftobulus, his captain of the guards, for his col¬ 
league ; and, arriving in Venetia, overcame and flew Ju- 
lianus, governor of that province, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor. Elated with this victory, he 
advanced into Illyricum, where he fought feveral battles 
with Dioclefian, whom he entirely defeated in a general 
engagement near Margum, a city on the Danube in Upper 
Mcefia; but while he was purfuing the enemy, he was 
killed by fome of his own men, excited againft him by a 
tribune, whofe wife he had debauched. ISuch is the ac¬ 
count given by Aurelius Victor : but Eutropius aflferts, that 
he was betrayed by his own army, and killed by Diocle¬ 
fian Be that as it will, Dioclefian, finding himfelf, by 
the death of his rival, foie maltcr of the empire, marched 
to Rome ; and, having eftabliflied his authority there, vi- 
fited Germany, where he gained feveral advantages over 
the Alemanni, who had made an irruption into Gaul. The 
fame year his generals fought with fuccefs againft the inha¬ 
bitants of Britain, who, it feems, had attempted to (hake 
olf the yoke. For thefe vidlories he alTumed the furnames 
of Germanicus and Britannicus. From Germany he re¬ 
turned through Illyricum into the Eaft ; for he was at Sir- 
mium on the firft day of the following year *, and at Nico¬ 
media on the twenty-firft of January. The next confuls 
were Junius Maximus the fecund time, and Vettius Aqui- 
linus. 

* Eutycli, p. 585. Aur. Vift. p. 5*4. I' Rutrop. p. 585- 

• Cod. Judin, lib, vi. Tit. leg, 6. p. 331. 
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In the courfe of this year Dioclcfian took Maximian, ftyl- 
ed on the ancient coins M. Aurelius Valerius Maximianus, 
for his colleague, and partner in the empire. Maximian 
was born of obfcure parents, in a village near Sirmium in 
Pannonia ; but entering early into the army, had fignalized 
himfelf by many gallant adbions, and was edeemed one of 
the bell commanders.of his time. All the ancients paint 
him as a man of a ifioll cruel and favage temper, and ad- 
dided to all nmnner of wirkednefs ; but, at the fame time, 
extol his courage, his experience in military aifairs, and his 
inviolable attachment to Dioclefian, with whom he had 
lived many years in great fricndlhip. The emperor, there¬ 
fore, who had no illue male, and repofed an entire confi¬ 
dence in Maximian, chofe him for his partner in the em¬ 
pire, vefted him with the tribunitial and proconfular power, 
and honoured him with the title of Augudus (N). Aure¬ 
lius Vidor writes, that Dioclefian was induced to fliare the 
empire with Maximian, chiefly by the didurbances which 
happened this year in Gaul, where two commanders, Aldus 
Pomponius i^lianus, and Cn. Salvius Amandus, having 
aflembled a great number of vagabonds, robbeis, and pea- 
fants, proclaimed themfelves emperors. 

Maximian, leaving Dioclefian in Nicomedia, hadened 
into Gaul; and, with the troops quartered in that pro¬ 
vince, defeated the rebels, and redored the province to its 
former tranquility"'. While Maximian was employed 
againd the rebels in Gaul, Dioclefian was making great 
preparations in the Ead, in order to recover Mefopotamia 
from the Perfians, who, after the death of Carinus, had 
feized that province, liut Varanes II. king of Perfia, chole 
rather to redoie what he had taken from the Romans, than 
engage in a war which he apprehended would prove long 
and dangerous". Mention is made of fome advantages 
gained thi.s year by DioclcGan over the Saracens. He was 
the lad day of this year at Tiberias in Palcdinc, as appears 
from the date of foine laws in the Code. From Palediiie 
he pafled into Pannonia “ ; but what called him into that 
province, or wdiat he performed there, we cannot learn. 
Maximian was attacked in Gaul by the Alemanni, the Bur¬ 
gundians, the Heruli, whom Bucherius places on the coalls 
of the Baltic fea, and by fevcral other barbarous nations, 

” Aur. Vi£V. p. JJ4. n Panegyr. orat.x. p. 125—132. 

“ Cod. Juft, lib, V. til 4.1. leg. 3, p. 4S7. 

(N) Maximian had by his ufurped the empire at Rome, 
wile Galeria Valeria Eutropia, and Faufta, the wite of Con- 
borii in .Syria, Maxentius, who ftantine the Great. 

who 
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who were all fubdued and deltroyed, either by the fword Hi uturfy 
or by famine., Mamertinus, in his panegyric urpon this difeaisCe- 
prince, tells us, that of fuch an immenfe multitude not 
one was left alive to carry back the news of their overthrow. 

In the fame year Caraufius, a native of Gaul, having, 
by Maxiniian’s orders, built a fleet at Boulogne, gained 
great advantages over the Franks and Saxons, who infefted 
the feas with piracies ; and, in feveral engagements by 
land, made a dreadful havock of the German nations that 
had invaded Celtic Gaul. However, as he applied to his 
own life the booty which he had taken from the Barbarians, 
inftead of returning it to the proprietors, Maximian refolv- 
ed to put him to death : but Caraufius having .timely no- Caraufius 
tice of his delign, failed to Britain with the fleet under his revolts and 
command ; and taking upon him the title of emperor, was fitters £ri. 
acknowleged by all the troops quartered in that ifland p. 

He afterwards built a great number of veflels, levied new 
forces, called the Barbarians from the continent to his 
afliHance, and by inftruifting them how to work their (hips, 
and fight by fea, maintained himfelf a long time in pofl’ef- 
(ion of the ifland, in fpite of the utmoft efforts of Maximian. 

In the following year Maximian was conful the fecond Yr. of FI, 
time with Januarius. Mamertinus, his panegyrift, relates, »*36. 
that on the firft day of his confuKhip, news being brought 
to Treves, that the Barbarians had made an irruption into 
Gaul, and were but a fmall diftance from that city, he im- Maximian 
mediately quitted his confular robes, put on his armour, defeats the 
and, mounting his horfe, marched againfl the enemy, de- Sarbariant 
feated them with horrid (laughter, and the fame day re- 
entered Treves in triumph t. .Soon after he eroded the Ca’insgreat 
Rhine, and entering Germany, laid wafte the enemy’s advantaga 
country, took a great number of captives, and returned to t>ver the 
Gaul loaded with booty. Thefe exploits (truck fuch terror Franir. 
into the Franks, that two of their kings, Atec and Geno- 
baud, fubmitted, befeeching him to confirm them in their 
refpecElive kingdoms''. Dioclelian likewife entered Ger¬ 
many this year on the fide of Rhxtia, and is faid to have 
extended the bounds of the empire to the fprings of the 
Danube. 

Next year, Badus being conful the fecond time with 
Q^intianus, Claudius Mamertinus pronounced his famous 
panegyric on the emperor Maximian in the city of Treves, 
the emperor himfelf being prefent. As he was then ademb- 
Img, on the coaft of Gaul, the (hips which he had caufed 
tO be built in diderent ports, with a defign to attack Ca- 

P Eutrop. P 585. Aur. Via. p. 5x4.. s Psneeyr. p, i»j. & 

•cq. rValcf. Rer. Francic. lib. i, p, ii, ix, 
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rauGus in Britain, hia panegyrift promifes him certain vic¬ 
tory ovei; that rebel. But it happened quite otherwife ; 
for Caraulius’s men, who had been trained to the fea-fer- 
vice, eafily repulfed thofe who had been fent againft them, 
difperfed the emperor’s fleet, and drove them on the coaft of 
Gaul, where moft of the vell'els were dalhed in pieces. Maxi- 
mian, to cover the difgrace of this defeat, pretended that 
the fea had not proved favourable to him, and that he only 
put ofl' the war to a more clement feafon. In the mean 
time he negociated a treaty with Caraufius, wherein it was 
concluded, that he ftiould enjoy the government of Britain, 
as the more proper perfon, on account of his Ikill in fca- 
affairs, to defend the iflaiid againft the invafloiis of the Bar¬ 
barians ■''()). Thus was Britain, by treaty, ceded to Ca- 
raufuis, who governed it, with the title of emperor, for the 
fpace of fix or feven years. Our authors maintain, that he 
repaired and fortified the wall of Severus, and gained fome 
advantages over the Barbarians. At this period Dioclc- 
fian gained a complete viftory over the Sarmatians, the 
Vithung®, or rather Juthungar, and the Q^adi'. Eume- 
nius writes, that the whole nation of the barmatians was 
cut off, and the province of Dacia, which they had feized, 
re-united to the empire. For thefe victories Dioclefian 
afl'umed the furnamc of Sarmaticus, as appears from feveral 
ancient coins and inferiptions". 

The next confuls were Dioclefian the fourth time, and 
Maximiaii the third. The former gained fome confidcrable 
advantages over the Saracens this year; then, leaving the 
caftern provinces, returned to lllyricum, and from Illyri- 
cum entered Italy by the Alpes Julise, in the depth of win¬ 
ter. Maximian at the fame time left Gaul, and palling the 
Alpes Cottix, met Dioclefian at Milan, where the twp 
emperors held feveral private conferences, and then return¬ 
ed to their refpedlive armies (for they came attended only 
by a fmall guard); but were received in all the cities 
through which they palTed, with the greatell demonftra- 
tions of joy. 

Tiberianus and Dio, the fon, or rather grandfon, as is 
conjeftuiej, of the celebrated hiftorian, being confuls the 
following year, a bloody war raged among the Barbarians, 


» Eutrop. p. j 36 . 
“ Birag. p. 4,16. 


Aur. ViCt. p. 5x^. 


< Paneg. xi. p. 131, 133. 


fO) This agreement is mark¬ 
ed on all Caraufius’s coins, 
which reprefent two emperors 


lhaking hands, with this le¬ 
gend, Concordia Aug(i). 


(1) Norif. de Dioclef. Num. cap. 4 p. 12, 23, 
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both in the North and in Africa. The Goths having van- 
quifhed the Burgundians dwelling on the banks of the Da¬ 
nube, were refolved upon utterly extirpating that rival na¬ 
tion ; but the Burgundians were powerfully fupported by 
the Alani, and the Tervingse. Another Gothic nation, en¬ 
tering into a confederacy with the Taifal*, declared war 
againft the Vandals and the Gapidse. In Africa the Ble- 
myes were engaged in hoftilities with the Ethiopians, and 
the Moors plunged in a civil war. Neither was Perfia ex¬ 
empt from intelline dillurbances, railed by Hormifda, who 
revolting from his brother Varranes II. endeavoured to ex¬ 
pel him the throne, andfeize it for himfelf, being fupport¬ 
ed in his unjuft pretenhons by feveral Perfiarv lords and 
fome foreign nations 

The Barbarians being thus diverted from making inroads 
into the empire, all the provinces fubjeft to Rome en¬ 
joyed profound tranquility, which, however, wasbutlhort- 
lived, for next year, when Annibalianus and Afclepiodotus 
were confuls, the empire was in great danger of being torn 
in pieces by foreign as well as domeftic enemies. Carauflus Tht empin 
ftill held Britain ; the Perfians, delivered from their domeftic 
broils, broke into Mefopotamia, and threatened Syria j 
the Quinquegentiani, perhaps fo called becaufe they con- 
lifted of five nations, joined in confederacy againft the Ro¬ 
mans, and over-run Africa; M. Aurelius Julianus revolted 
in Italy, and caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor ; the 
fame title was affumed at Alexandria in Egypt by Achil- 
leus, ftyled on his coins L. Epidius Achilleus *. The two 
emperors, alarmed at the danger which threatened the em¬ 
pire, refolved to ftrengthen their intereft with the alliftance 
of others, and to name each of them a Ctefar, who fhould 
fucceed them in the empire, and jointly defend the Roman 
dominions both againft foreign invaders and domeftic ufur- 
pers. Purfuant to this refolution and agreement Dioclefian Thettua 
chofe Maximinus Galerius, and Maximian pitched upon 
Conftantius, furnamed Chlorus; who were each of them 
veiled with the tribunitial and proconfular power, and ho- 
noured with the titles of Emperor, Father of their Country, 
and High Pontiff, which had hitherto been peculiar to the 
fovereign r. The two emperors, the better to cement the 
Union between them and their Csefars, obliged them to re¬ 
pudiate their wives, and ally themfelves to the imperial fa¬ 
milies. Conftantius married Theodora, daughter-in-law to 


* Paneg. n. p. 131— 1 37. * Aur. Vift, epit. p. 524.. Eatrop. 

p. 5* j. y Grut. p, 166, Eufeb. lib. viii. cap. 17. p. 315. 
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Maximian; and Galerius efpoufed Valeria, the daughter 
of Dioclelian. 

After the nomination of the two Csfars, the empire was 
divided into four parts : Dioclelian chofe the countries be¬ 
yond the ^gsean fea ; Thrace and lllyricum were allotted 
to Galerius ; Italy and Africa, with the adjacent iilands, to 
Maximian ; and Gaul, Britain, and Spain, with Mauritania 
Tingitana, to Conllantius. 

Each of thefe princes governed the provinces that fell to 
his {hare with abfolute authority j but the other three paid 
great deference to Dioclelian, acknowleging themfelves in¬ 
debted to him for the power they enjoyed, and revering 
him as their common father. An entire union and concord 
reigned among them, each carefully avoiding to alTume any 
fuperiority over the reft, or to give the leaft motive of jea- 
loufy or umbrage to his colleagues From this time the 
empire continued almolt conllantly divided ; but each em¬ 
peror was conlidered as mafter of the whole. Hence, to 
the laws which any of them enadled, were always pre¬ 
fixed the names of his colleagues and likewife to all the 
requefts and petitions that were prefented to them. As 
each of the four fovereigns inlifted upon having as many 
officers, both civil and miliiary, and the fame number of 
forces, as had been maintained by the ftate when governed 
only by one emperor, there were more foldiers to pay, than 
people to fupply the neceflaiy fums. Hence the taxes and 
impolls were increafed beyond meafure, the inhabitants in 
the feveral piovinces reduced to beggary, and the lands left 
untilled. In proportion as the people grew Icfs able to pay 
the heavy taxes, the number of the officers was increafed 
to exaft them by force. Thus was the empire greatly 
weakened, and almoft ruined. Italy itfelf, which had hi¬ 
therto only fupplied the court, and the troops attending it 
with provifions, was obliged to fubmit to the fame tribute 
that was exafted from the other provinces 

Galerius, whom Dioclefian raifed to the dignity of Cae- 
far, is llyled on molt of his coins, Caius Galerius Valerius 
Maximianus. He was born in a village near Sardica, the 
metropolis of New Dacia ; his mother Romula having re¬ 
tired thither from Old Dacia, or Dacia beyond the Danube, 
when that country was over-run by the Carpi. Galerius, 
in honour of his mother, gave afterwards the name of Ro- 
muliauum to the place of his nativity As Romula was 

» Eufeb. lib. viii. cap. 17. p, 315, ViiS. p. 314. » Aur. 

VlCt p. 511, b £utiop. p, 5!,, 
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a profefled enemy to the Chriftians, Ihe infpired her fon 
with the fame hatred; and this chiefly occafioned the 
bloody perfecution which raged in the latter end of Dio- 
clefian’s reign. Galerius was defeended of an obfeure fa¬ 
mily ; for both he and his filter’s fon Maximinus, whom 
he afterwards created Ciefar, are faid to have been in their 
youth cow-herds : whence Galerius was nick-named Ar¬ 
men tarius, from the Latin word armentum, lignifying a 
drove of cattle. He was a perfon totally illiterate ; but ne- 
verthelefs raifed himfelf, from the mean condition of a 
common foldier, to the chief pofts in the army, having 
given fignal proofs of his valour and condudt under the 
emperors Aurelian and Probus ' (P). He had no children 
by Valeria, the daughter of Dloclefian ; but a fon, named 
Candidianus, by a concubine, and a daughter by his former 
wife, who was married to Maxentius, the fon of Maxi- 
mian Of Conftantius, the other Caefar, we fhall fpeak 
in a more proper place. Galerius was no fooner created 
Cxfar, than he marched, with all the troops he could af- 
femble, againft the Barbarians in the neighbourhood of the 
Danube and Illyricum ; but performed nothing, either in 
this or the three following years, againlt the enemies 
of Rome, which hiftorians have judged worth tranf- 
mitting to pofterity. He caufed fcveral large forefts to be 
grubbed up in Lower Pannonia, and a lake to be dif- 
charged into the Danube by which means he gained a 
new province, which, from his wife’s name, he ftyled Va¬ 
leria, lying between the Danube and the Draw, and known 
in future ages by the name of Pannonia Secunda Maxi- 
mian pafled this year over into Africa ; where he gained 
a complete vidlory over the Quinquegentiani, and reduced 
Julianus (who had ufurped the title of emperor in Italy, as 
we have hinted above, and afterwards crofled over into 
Africa) to fuch difficulties, that he difpatched himfelf by 
falling on his own fword 

Conffantius was no fooner veiled with his new dignity, 
than he haftened into Gaul; and arriving at GelToriacum, 

c Aur. Vi£f. Epit. p. 5^3. ^ Lb£ 1 . Ferf. p. 401. 44. 19 16. 

' Aur. Vift. p. 515, 5x6. Baudran- p. 303. f Panegyr, 7, i. 

p- 93, 105, log. 

(P) Laflantius reckons him to cruelty, and a declared enemy 
amongd the word emperors, to learning and men of let- 
abandoned to all manner of ters (1). 
wickednefs, naturally inclined 

(i) La£t, Perf. cap. 9. p. g. 
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now Boulogne) which was defended by the troops of Ca.- 
raufiufi, invefted the place, and blocked up the haven with 
huge beams driven into the ground at the entrance, and 
heaps of great hones like a rampart. The garrifon being 
by this mole pievented from returning into Britain, and 
deprived of all hopes of relief, fubnoitted to Conftantius, 
and were incorporated among his troops : but the mole, 
which had continued firm for feveral days, was entirely de- 
ftroyed by the firft tide after the furrender of the city. 
Conhantius, notwithftanding the reduction of that import¬ 
ant place, did not yet attempt the recovery of Britain, not 
thinking hinifelf furnifhed with a fufficient number of fhips 
for fo great an undertaking. In the following year, Dio- 
clefian being conful the fifth time, and Maximian the 
fourth, Caraufius was treacheroufiy murdered by AllcClus, 
his bofom-friend and prime minifter, who ufurped the 
government, and proclaimed himfelf emperor *. Confban- 
tius, while his fleet was preparing in the ports on the ocean 
for the Britilh expedition, cleared Batavia of the Franks, 
who had feized on that country ; and tranfplanted them, 
with then wives and children, into other parts of the em¬ 
pire that were dellitute of inhabitants, obliging them to 
till the ground, to pay tribute, and fupply, when required, 
a cerialu number of troops ( Q^). 


e Eiiti op. p. sS6. I' Panegyr. i. 3. 7, 8. p, 3. 47. 93. 11,4. 

1 C.., jO,. 
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pcriornicd many exploits before 
lu' uLteinplcLi the ruLiuL^tion of 
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tended the limits of the empire, 
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loiu-r. He refloied to its 
'.incictu iplcndour the citv of 
Augtilloilunum, now Autun, 
which had hecn altnnft ruined 
by 1 ctricus, tor having revolt¬ 
ed trom him, and invited the 
emperor Claudius into Gaul. 

CO Panegyr. 6. ?, 


The teinples, baths, and otbet 
public edifices, nay even moll of 
the hoLifes belonging to private 
perfons were, at an iranienfe 
charge, rebuilt by Conftantius, 
who moreover epibellllhed the 
city with magnificent aque- 
dufts, fupplied it with plenty of 
water, tranfplanted thither the 
moft confpicuDus families in the 
other provinces, prevailed upon 
the tamous orator Eumenius, 
who was himielf a native of the 
place, to take upon him the 
charge of educating and in- 
lli Lifting their youth, and in 
fhort did all that lay in his poyver 
to raife Autun above ail the 
other cities of Gaul (1}. 

■ p. 85. 112. II 
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Two ftrong cattles were built by Galerius on the Danube, 
in the country of the Sarmatiana ; one oppofite Auincum, 
or Aquincum, now Strigonium, or Gran, in Lower Hun¬ 
gary i the other facing Uononia, which ttood between the 
Draw and Save, and is at prefent known by the name of 
Bonmottor. From the date of feveral laws, publiftied this 
and the preceding year, it appears, that Dioclcfian fpent 
them both in Illyricum and Thrace, which provinces be¬ 
longed to Galerius, whom perhaps he was come to aflift 
againtt the Barbarians on the other fide of the Danube : in 
the fame manner we fliall fee Maximian enter Gaul to de¬ 
fend that province againtt the incurfions of the Barbarians, 
while Conftantius was employed in Britain. The Carpi, 
after having long maintained tliemfelves in fpite of the ut- 
mott eftorts of the Roman emperors, were at length entirely 
reduced by Galerius, and by Dioclefian traiifplanted into 
the territories of the empire, chiefly into Pannonia *. Dio¬ 
clefian being conful the fixth time, and Conttantius the fe- 
cond, in the year 296, the latter, after three years prepa- ConJlmiiiuj 
rations, undertook at length the reduHion of Britain. in-vades 
Having equipped two fleets on dilferent parts of the coatt Sr/Wn. 
of Gaul, he gave the command of one to Afclepiodotus, 
his praetorian praefecl, and failed in perfon with the other 
from Geflbriacum, now Boulogne. Alleftus likewife di¬ 
vided his navy, ftationing one fquadron at the ifle of Wight, 
to obferve the motions of Afclepiodotus, whilft he himfelf 
with the other remained upon the coatt of Kent, ready to 
oppofe Conttantius. Both the fleets of Conttantius feemed 
to have failed about the fame time for the coatt of Britain. 

That under Afclepiodotus pafiing by the fquadron of Al- 
ledlus ofl the Ifle of Wight in a thick fog which prevented 
their being deferied, landed without oppofition, and their 
commander ordered the fhips to be burnt, that the troops 
might h ave no refource but their valour. AlleHus was no 
fooner apprifed of his landing than he battened to the place 
where the danger feemed mott prclling; fo that Conftan¬ 
tius landed without oppofition, and was received as a deli¬ 
verer by the Britons, who had been grievoufly opprelfed. 

Mean while Alle£tus diftrufting the Roman troops under uilhSi/j 
his command, marched with the auxiliaries only againtt deftaiid 
Afclepiodotus, and hazarding a battle was entirely defeated. 
lie himfelf was overtaken in his flight, and having quitted 
the imperial ornaments that he might efcape notice, was 
fiain before his rank was difeovered. A body of Franks, 
however, reached London unbroke, in hopes of being able 

.* 8. p. 105. 107. Jorn. rer. Goth. cap. j6 . p, 634. Aur. 

let. p. Eutrop. p. 556. Anninian. lib. xxviii, p. 357, 
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to pillage the city, and retire with their booty by fea : but 
they were anticipated by fome of the (hips of Conflantius, 
which had been driven into the Thames by ftrefs of wea¬ 
ther. The troops on board of thefc (hips not only protefl- 
ed the city; but falling upon the Barbarians, routed them 
with great (laughter. Thus were the troubles of Bri¬ 
tain appeafed, and the province reduced to obedience 
after a rebellion of ten years. Conflantius, who was a 
mild and merciful prince, made the nobleft ufe of this vic¬ 
tory : he ftudied to relieve the people after the long op- 
prelTion they had undergone ; he ordered reftitution to be 
made to thofc who had been unjuftly deprived of their 
ellates ; law, order, and fecurity were re-ellabli(hed ; and 
even the guilty experienced the generofity of the conqueror. 
He publilhed a general amnefty, and peace was reftored 
through every part of the idand. 

Conftantius, having fettled affairs in Britain, returned to 
Gaul; and, tranfplanting great numbers of Franks into 
that province, peopled the countries of Amiens, Beauvois, 
IVoies, and Langres, M'hich were almoft deftitute of inha¬ 
bitants, obliging the new-comers to cultivate the lands, to 
pay the ufual tributes, and fupply the Roman armies with 
a certain number of troops The fame year Dioclcfian 
recovered Egypt from Achilleus, who had caufed himfelf 
to be proclaimed emperor, and held that province for the 
l^pace of near fix years *. Hioclefian marched againft him 
in perfon, overcame him without much difficulty, and pu- 
niflied him vidth death (R). 

The fucceeding confuls were Maximianus the fifth time, 
and Galerius the fecond. The former, quitting Gaul upon 
the return of Conftantius from Britain, crolTed over into 
Africa, routed the armies of the rebellious Moors, befieged 
their caltles and ftrong-holds, drove them from their moun¬ 
tains and rocks, which they had hitherto deemed impreg¬ 
nable ; and, having obliged them to lay down their arms, 
and lurrender at difcretion, tranfplanted them into other 


Valef. Rer. Franc, lib, i. 


P-15- 1 Birag. p. 430. 


the fon of having fided in this war with 
'Onltantius. attendpH DinrHlA ... . i . « 


Conftantius, attended Diocle- 
fian in this war; for Eufebius 
tells us, that he faw him as he 
paffed with the emperor through 
Pal.ftine (,). The cities of 
Coptos and Bufiris in Thebais, 

(i) Eufeb Vit. Conftant. lib. ’i. cap. ,0. n . 
Chronograph, p, 4, 6. (3) P ^ 


Achilleus, were utterly ruined 
by Dioclefian (2). Eumenius 
tells us, that the viftories gained 
by Dioclelian in Egypt (truck 
terror into the Indians and Ethi¬ 
opians (3). 

(i] Theoph- 


coun- 
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countries The fame year Narfcs, king of Perfia, en¬ 
vying the glory of LSapor, who had defeated the Roman ar¬ 
mies, and taken the emperor himfelf prifoner, entered Ar¬ 
menia at the head of a powerful army; and, having quickly 
reduced that kingdom, advanced into Mcfopotamia. Dio- 
clelian, intimidated by the misfortune that had befallen 
the unhappy Valerian, inllead of advancing agauifl him in 
perfon, withdrew into Egypt, committing the whole ma¬ 
nagement of that dangerous war to Galerius, whom he or¬ 
dered to leave Illyricum immediately, and march into Me- 
fopotamia, to oppofe the attempts of the Perfian monarch. 

Galerius flew to Mcfopotamia, and meeting the Peilians 
between Callinicum and Carrhae, engaged their numerous 
army with a fmall body of troops, The battle lafted fome Galerius 
hours ; but in the end the Romans, overpowered with num- defeated bj 
bers, were forced to give ground, and favc themfelves l^ar/es 
by flight. Galdrius hurried to Dioclefian, to give him "-f 
an account of the difafler, and confult about the molt 
proper meafures to prevent the evil confequences that might 
attend it. The emperor, who at his arrival was taking the 
air in the fields, received him with the greateft contempt, 
and fuftered him, attired as he was with the purple, to 
walk one, or, as others write, feveral miles by his chariot 
This affront, inflead of difheartening Galerius, infpiredhim 
with an eager defire of wiping off the difgrace of his late 
defeat. Having therefore, with much difficulty, obtained 
Dioclefian’s confent to raife another army, he aflembled all 
the troops in Illyricum and Moefia; raifed new levies; and 
in a fhort time entered Armenia with a confiderable army. 

All authors agree, that Galerius, in this war, performed 
all that could be expedled from a brave foldier and expe¬ 
rienced commander : he even went in perfon, attended 
only by two horfemen, to reconnoitre the enemy, aifuming 
the character of a deputy fentby the Roman emperor to the 
Perfian monarch. 

Having thus viewed the enemy’s camp and works, he at- Uarfuut- 
tacked them fo vigoroufly, and condufted the whole adtion terly de- 
with fuch prudence and addrefs, that only with twenty-five 
thoufand men he forced their intrenchments, though de- 
fended by an innumerable multitude, cut above twenty Urius, * 
thoufand of them in pieces, took an immenfe booty, and 
an incredible number of prifoners, among whom were the 
king’s wives, filters, and children, together with a great 

"* Paneg. g. p. 105—log. » Aur. Vift. p. 5*5. Jul. Oral, i, 

P- 3 '- Ammiaa. lib. xiv. p. 27. 
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many perfons of the firft rank Galerius treated the prin- 
cefl'eg with great refpeft, and would not fuffer the lead af¬ 
front to be offered to them ; a circumftance which fecmed 
fo furprifing to the Perlians, that they owned themfelves as 
much inferior to the Romans in chaftity as in valour. Eu- 
tropius relates, that Licinius, afterwards emperor, figna- 
lizcd himfelf on this occafion. Narfes, who was prefent 
at this battle, and, according to Zonaras, wounded in the 
beginning of the engagement, fled with the reft, and took 
The Per- fhelter in the moft remote deferts of his kingdom ; whence 
fansfite he fent Aphaiban, one of his chief favourites, to conclude 
jer ftace-, a peace with the Romans upon any terms. Apharban, in 
the moll fnhniiflive manner, entreated the conqueror not to 
deftroy the I’erfian empire, but to ufe his fuccefs with mo¬ 
deration, w'hich, he faid, would gain him greater reputa¬ 
tion and fame than the viflory itfelf. The conditions of 
the peace he left entirely to him ; and only begged, in his 
mailer’s name, that, mindful of the generofity which in 
all ages had been peculiar to the Romans, he would add 
to the obligations which he already owed him for treating 
his wives and children with fuch humanity, that of reftor- 
ing them to their former condition. Galerius replied, that 
It ill became the Perfiaiis to expeft moderation in others, 
after they had in fuch an infamous manner abufed their 
viftory, in treating their illuftrious captive Valerian like 
the meaneft of their Haves, nay, worfe than their beafts of 
burden. “ However, as it is beneath a Roman (added he), 
to retaliate fuch indignities, and we are taught to fparc 
thofe who fiibmit, and humble fuch as oppofe us, let your 
mailer know, that he may perhaps foon have the pleafure 
of feeing the perfons who are fo dear to him r.” 

GaleriuB, having difmiffed the Perfian aitibaffador, vi- 
fited Dioclefian, who received him at Nilibis in Mefopota- 
mia with all poflible marks of honour and efteem ; and they 
held fcvcral conferences on the fubjedl of a pacification. 

arc told, that they might have callly reduced Perlia to 
a Roman province, but that Dioclefian did not approve of 
u, for realons which no hiftorian has fpecified Sicorius 
V Galerius’s fecretaries, was therefore dif- 

patched to Narfes, who received him with great demon- 
rations of kindnefs and efteem, and foon after admitted 
nm to an audience on the banks of the Afprudis in Media, 
in the prefence only of Apharban and two others. The 


' Eutiop. p. jgfi. Felhis, p. 55, 
mian. lib, xxiii. p, X4;. Zonar. p. 244 
p. »6. s Aur. Vitl. p. jij. ” 
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terms propofed by Probus were, that Narfes ftould cede to ,uihich is 
the Romans the five following provinces, Intelcne, So- granted 
phene, Arzacene, Carduene, and Zabdicene ; that the Ti- them, upon 
gris fhould be the boundary between the two empires; that 
Nifibis Ihould be a common emporium to both nations; 
that the limits of Armenia fliould be extended to the callle Un j;/. 
of Zintha, on the confines of Media ; and, laflly, that the mans. 
king of Iberia fhoulrf receive his crown from the hands of 
the Roman emperor. Narfes excepted againfl: the article 
relating to Nifibis, but complied with the reft. A peace 
was conclufled, and the Perfian king’s wives and children 
were delivered to that monarch This peace proved very 
advantageous to the Romans, and was kept inviolate forty 
years. 

For thefe conquefts Galerius afiumed the pompous titles 
of Perficus, Armeniacus, Medicus, and Adiabenicus; and 
became fo elated with his vidfory, that Dioclefian began to Galerius 
take umbrage at his haughty behaviour, imagining, that he elated. 
would not be any longer fatisfied with the bare title of Cte- 
far In the following year, Anicius Fauftus being con- 
ful the fecond time with iieverus Gallus, Dioclefian built 
fcveral forts and caftles on the frontiers of the empire to¬ 
wards Perfia; and furrounded with high walls, and ftrong 
towers, the caftle of Cercufium in Mefopotamia, at the 
confluence of the Aboras and the Euphrates '. 'I’he next 
confuls were, Dioclefian the feventh time, and Maximian 
the fixth. This year the Marcomanni and Baftarnse fuf- 
fered a terrible defeat, and great numbers of their captives 
were tranfplanted into the Roman territories “. From fe- 
veral laws it appears, that Dioclefian was this year, in the 
months of January, February, April, and November, at 
.Sirmium, and on the fifth of June at Philippopolia in 
Thrace The following year, when Conftantius and Gale¬ 
rius were confuls the third time, is quite barren of events. 

The next confuls were, Titianus the fecond time, and Ye. of FI. 
Nepotianus, whom Onuphrius fuppofes to be the father of *649, 
Flavius Popilius Nepotianus, who ufurped the empire fifty y'|P' 
years after". At this period Conftantius gained a remark- 
able victory over the Alemanni, who, attacking him hy Cunjlantius 
furprize, when he had but a fmall body of troops with him, gaws afig- 
forced him to retire, and fhelter himfelf behind the walls rial -viSlorj! 
of Langres. But his army arriving a few hours after he 
had entered the city, he fallied out at the head of a detach- 

r Petr. Patric. Legat. p. 29. ’ Eufeb. lib, viii. cap. 17, La£f. 

PerT. cap. g. p. 9. t Paneg. p. iii. Grut. p. 166, 1S7, 

Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 359. “ Aur. Viflor, p. 525' Euirop. 

p. 586. SI Onuph. p. iCi. 
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nent, joined his other forces, and, falling upon the enemy', 
cut fixty thoufand of them in pieces * (S). iDioclefian was, 
on the fourth of July, at Antioch in Syria. When Con- 
{lantius and Galerius were confuls the fourth time, a great 
fcarcity prevailed in moll provinces of the empire J'. Diocle- 
fian, to obviate that evil, fixed the prices of provifion ; but 
the ra*tes being too low, the traders, inllead of expofing to 
falc, concealed their commodities; by which means the 
dearth was converted into a famine, which raged till the 
merchants were allowed to fell their commodities at their 
own prices (T). Dioclefian paflcd this year partly in Syria, 
and partly at Nicomedia in Bithynia, with Galerius*. The 
next winter he and Galerius fpent at Nicomedia in Bithy¬ 
nia, in confultatioiis, not about the means of extending the 
empire, and fecuring it ngainll the incurfions of the Bar¬ 
barians, but concernirig the molt effedtual methods of ut¬ 
terly extirpating the Chrillian religion, to which Galerius 
had imbibed, from his infancy, an irreconcileable hatred. 
He found means to infpire Dioclefian with the fame ani- 
mofity, which produced a general perfecution (U). 

About 


* Zonar. p. 144. Panegyr. 7. p. 93. 
p. 36a, z Cod. p, X40. 143. 


y La£t. Perf, cap. 7. 


(S) Eiimcnius mentions an¬ 
other viftory gained this year by 
Conil.mtius in the plains of 
VindonilTa, now Vindifch, in 
the canton of Bern, near the 
confluence of the Aar and the 
Rufs (1). The fame writer re¬ 
cords, that a numerous army, 
eonfifting of ditferent German 
nations, having rendezvoufcd in 
an illand in the Rhine, while 
that river was frozen over, were 
by a fiidden thaw Ihut up there, 
and obliged to furrender at dif- 
cretion to the Romans, who 
blocked them up with their 
fleet. 

(T) Procopius writes, that 
Dioclefian ordered two millions 
ofbuflielsot corn to be yearly 
diftributed among the inhabit- 

(i) PailEgyr. 7.p. 9,, Baiidr. 
cap.i6. p. 77. (3) La£l. Pe.r. 


ants of that populous metro¬ 
polis (z). 

(U) This perfecution began 
on the twenty-third of February 
of this year 303, the nineteenth 
of Dioclefian’s reign, and raged 
ten whole years with the moll 
unrelenting cruelty, theChrilli- 
ans being every where, without 
dillinflion of fex, age, or con¬ 
dition, dragged to execution, 
and tortured with the moll ex- 
quifite torments rage, cruelly, 
and hatred, could invent. A 
few days after the ifluing of 
the firlb edi6ls againft the 
Chriftians, a fire broke out in 
the palace at Nicomedia, where 
Dioclefian and Galerius refided, 
and reduced part of it to allies 
(3). Eufebius writes, that he 

P- 3 *- (») Procop. Arcan, Hill, 

cap, 14. p. 
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About this time Eugenius affumed the title of emperor Eugmiut 
in Syria. He commanded five hundred men in Seleucia, pmclainuJ 
who, being employed in the day-time in cleanfing the har- ‘’”P"!>r h 
hour of that city, and in the night in baking their own 
bread, refolved to revolt, and proclaim tbeir leader em- ' 
peror. Eugenius at firft refufed the dignity offered him ; 
but was at length conltrained, through fear, to accept it j 
for they threatened him with infiant death, if he did not 
fecond their defigns. Being arrayed with a purple robe 
taken from the Itatue of one of the gods, he led his men to 
Antioch ; which city he reached the fame day in the clofe 
of the evening, and entered without oppofition, as there was 
no garrifon in the place, and the inhabitants were en¬ 
tirely ignorant of his intentions ; but when he began to aft 
as emperor, the whole city rofe, and, falling upon the re¬ 
bels, with fuch arms as chance prefented, killed them all are 
to a man before midnight. Thus the empire of Eugenius all cut in 
began and ended the fame day*. Dioclefian ought rather 
to have rewarded than punilhed the Antiochians ; but on The crutUj 
this occafion he afted with the moll cruel ingratitude, of DiocU- 
without paying any regard to the ufual forms of law, he 
commanded the chief magillrates of Antioch and Seleucia 
to be publicly executed, under pretence of their being privy 
to the confpiracy 

Towards the clofe of the year, Dioclefian and Maximian, Dhchfian 
with their two Caefars, Conllantius and Galerius, returned triumphs, 
to Rome, and enjoyed the honour of a triumph, which the and leaves 
fenate had long fince decreed, and which their many vie- 
lories and conquelts fully merited. As Dioclefian, both 

*Liban. orat. xiv. p. 399. & orat. xv. p. 410, 411. bldem. ibid. 

could never know how that ac- before it had done any great 
cident happened (4). Coiiftan- mifehief. However, it had the 
tine, who was on the fpot, effeft which was intended by 
aferibes it to lightning ( O ; and the author, Galerius : for Dio- 
LaiSlantius affnres us, that Ga- clefian, aferibing it to the 
lerius caufed fire to be privately Chriftians, refolved to punifli 
let to the palace, that he might them with the utmoll feverity ; 
accufe the Chriftians, and by and Galerius, the more to ex- 
tliat calumny incenfc Dioclefian afperatehim agaiiiftthem, with- ■ 

Hill more againft them. 'I’he drew trom Nicomedia the fame 
emperor was greatly alarmed by day, pretending that he was 
a fecond fire, which broke out afraid of being burnt alive by 
in the palace fifteen days after thofe incendiaries (6). 
the firft, but was extinguilhed 

(4) Idem. ibid. (5) Conft. Orat, ad Sanfl. Ccetum. (6) Eufeb. 
de Msrtyr. Falaeit. cap. a. p. 31a. 

in 
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in his triumph, and the fports that followed, fliewed greater 
(Economy than was pleafing to the 'populace, they took 
thence occafioii to rally him with great indecency; a free¬ 
dom which he refented, by leaving the city foon after his 
triumph, and reached Ravenna on the nineteenth of De¬ 
cember. As the fcafon was then both rainy and cold, he 
contrafted a lingering dillemper, which in a fliort time fo 
weakened him, that he could neither walk nor Hand In 
the beginning of the fpring he quitted Ravenna, and pafling 
tluQugh Venetia and Illyricum in a litter, arrived at Nico- 
media in tlic beginning of autumn. As his diflemper en- 
creafed daily, on the thirteenth of December he fwooned, 
and was believed to have paid the laft debt of mortality, 
llnwcvcr, he recovered his fight and voice; but his head 
remained fo alletled, th.it thenceforth he was frequently 
feized with fits, which deprived him of the ufe of his rea- 
fon. As he was not in a condition to appear abroad till the 
firftof March of the following year, many perfons believed 
‘he was dead; but that his death was kept concealed till the 
arrival of (Valerius, left the foldicrs fhould, in the mean 
time, according to cullom, proclaim a new emperor"’. To 
diffipatc this report, he (hewed himfelf to the people of 
Nicomedia on the firft of March ; but there appeared fuch 
a change in bis countenance, that many doubted whether 
it w.is the fame perfoii. .Soon after, Galerius arrived, who 
had alrcaily threatened Maximi.in with a civil war, if he 
did n()t refign the empire. He now came into Nicomedia, 
t^D oblige Dioclefian likew'ile to give up the fovercignty, 
hnee he was no longer able to difeharge the funftions of 
the imperial dignity. 

As Dioclefian did not yield to the reafons he alleged, but 
on y (] ered to (hare the empire with him and Conftantius, 
Galerius told him plainly, that, if he did not refign wil- 
j u force him to abdicate. Dioclefian, inti¬ 

midated by thefe menaces, and apprifed, that Galerius, who 
lai, or ome time, been encreafing his army with new 
cvies, was m a condition to make good his threats, yielded 
llinuM Dioclefian and Maximian 

leriul^fh Ih”"’" ; that Conftantius and Ga- 

two n/r r^r^°''ir°^S‘’';'""mentintroduced by Dioclefian, 
Selv^ifn^ ^I’VoinUd. Dioclefian imme^ 

acfiuaintinaV ''^ ao «prcfs to Maximian, then at Milan, 
quaintmg him with what had pafled at Nicomedia. He 

ftb lib. viii. hh. xvi. p. iji. <i Eu- 
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was no lefs unwilling than his colleague, to part with the 
fovereignly; but neverthelcfs, to avoid a civil war, in 
which he was convinced Galerius would prevail, he adopted 
the fame meafures' (W). As two new Ctefars were to be 
chofen, Dioclefian propofed Maxentius, the fonofMaxi- 
mian, and fon-in-law of Galerius, and Conflantine, the fon 
of Conflantius; but Galerius, rejefting them, prevailed 
upon Dioclefian to nominate two others, Severus, whom 
he had already fent to receive the purple from Maximian, 
and Daia, or Daza, his filter’s fon, to whom he had lately- 
given the name of Maxiniin. They were both greatly at¬ 
tached to Galerius, but neither of them was qualified for 
fuch a high ftation. 

On the firft of May Dioclefian refigncd the empire in Yr. of FI. 
the prefence of his court, and the army, diveitiiig himfelf ^653- 
ot the purple, and delivering it to Maximm, whom at the 
fame time he declared Carfar, together with Sevcnis. Dio- 
clelian, before he refigned the purple, made an harangue to 
the foldiers, telling them, that, his infirmities obliging him 
to retire, he yiehlcd the empire to Conflantius and Gale¬ 
rius, who were more able, and better qualified, than he, to 
difcliarge fo difficult a truft. When the ceremony was 
over, Dioclefian palled through Nicomedia with a fmall re¬ 
tinue, and. retiring to Dalmatia, his native country, chofe 
the city of Salona for the place of his refidence ^ The 
fame day Maximian, quitting the purple at Milan, con- 
figned it to Severus, declared Conflantius and Galerius em¬ 
perors, and then retired to Lucania, where we fhall foon 
fee him railing difturbanccs, with a defign to refume the 
dignity which he had been forced to renounce. 

^ J.a£f. Perfec. cap, 17 p. 15. 6c cap. iS. p. 16. f Ibid. cap. 18, 
p. 16, 17. Vift. Epit. p. 543. 


Dioclefian 
and Maxi¬ 
mian refign 
the empire. 


{W) Such is the account 
which Laftantius gives us of 
the refignation of Maximian 
and Dioclefian ; but this author 
is apt to put the worfl con- 
llrucfions upon every article of 
Dioclefian’s conduift. Conftan- 
tine, who was then at Nico¬ 
media, and lodged in the fame 
palace with Dioclefian, afllires 
us. In a fpeech which he pro¬ 
nounced in public, that the 
emperor, thinking himfelf no 
longer able to govern, on ac- 

(0 ConAftrtt. Orat. cap, < 5 . 


count of the fits to which he 
was fubjeiSf, refigned of his own 
accord; and the panegyrifts, 
who wrote at that time, mention 
his refignation as a fhining in- 
flance of greatnefs, generofity, 
and an utter contempt of all 
human grandeur; and aflerr, 
that both he and Maximian bad 
agreed long before, and even 
bound themfelves by a folema 
oath in the Capkol\ to lefigtf 
the fbWsignty (1). 


VoL. XIV. 


dioclefian 
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Dioclcfian paffed the remainder of his life at a country- 
feat in the neighbourhood of Salona, on the fpot where the 
city of Spalato was afterwards built. The ruins of his pa¬ 
lace are (fill vifible, and take up two thirds of the town. 
It was, according to Conftantius Porphyrogenitus, a moft 
ftately and magnificent building, and contained four tem¬ 
ples, one of which is Hill entire, and the cathedral of Spa¬ 
lato. Dioclcfian diverted himfelf, during his retirement, 
with cultivating a garden, often repeating, “ Now I live ; 
now I fee the beauty of the fun.” Some time after, when 
Maximian and others prefled him to refume the empire, he 
returned this anfwcr j “ I willi you would but come to .Sa- 
lona, that 1 might fliew you the colworts which I have 
planted with my own hands; 1 am fure you would never 
more mention the empire to me (X).” He died, according 
to Aurelius Vidtor", loon after the marriage of Licinius, 
which was celebrated in the March of the year 313, after 
having lived about eighty years, and reigned twenty and 
fome months. He was deified with the uiual folemmties 
probably by Licinius, or Maximin II. for Conilantine, at 
the time of his death, profefled the Chriftian religion. Li- 
banius writes, that Dioclcfian fliewed himfelf in many, but 
not in all things, an excellent prince''; and the emperor 
Julian commends him for having done many things that 
proved very ufeful to the publicHe enacted a great 
many excellent laws, and was fo far from countenancing 
informers, that he commanded them to be executed when 
they could not fupport their charge. He would not receive 
the accufation of lhaumafius againll his beiiefadlor Sym- 
machus, in whofe houfe he had been brought up ; and con¬ 
demned another to banifliment for informing againft his 
brother"*. He encouraged and preferred perfons of merit 
and virtue, difcounienanecd vice, managed the public mo- 

K Eutrop. p. 5B7. h Aur. Vift. p. 541. lEutrop. p. 586. 

Euleb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p 364 Libaii. Orat. xiv. p. 350. 

' Jill. Orat. i. p. jz. HI Cod. Juft. lib. ix. tit. i. leg. 17. p. n,. 

& leg. iz. p 810. 


(X) He vvas long honoured in 
his retreat by the princes that 
reigned atterluin, who revered 
him as their eoir.aion father, 
fince to him they were indebted 
for their dignity. In his time 
they cunfecrated the therms, 
or hot-baths, which he had be¬ 
gun at Rome, and confulced 


him in all affairs of importance, 
paying great deference to his 
counfels. LaAantius, and o- 
ther Chriftian writers, have re- 
prefented him as cowardly, 
cruel, and rapacious ; the Pa¬ 
gan hiftorians have celebrated 
him as a great, magnificent, 
and good prince. 
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ncy with great frugality, encouraged the worfhip of the 
gods, ami was, till feduced by Galerius, rather a friend 
than an enemy to the Chriltians^ of whom he had, till the 
year 303, great numbers both in his court and army". 

He was greatly addidled to building, and embellifhed His public 
feveral cities of the empire, efpecially Rome, Carthage, Mi- builiings, 
Ian, and Niconiedia, with many (lately edifices (Y). We 
cannot help obferving, before we clofe this chapter, that 
though no reign was more remarkable either for length, or 
variety of great events, than Dioclefian’s, yet no prince’s 
reign is lefs known ; a circumftance which would appear 
more furpriling, did we not know that Chriftianity became 
the emperor’s religion in the next reign ; and that in all 
probability the Chriftians fupprelTed all hiftorics and me¬ 
moirs relating to Dioclelian, whom they hated as their moll 
cruel enemy and perfecutor “ (Z). 

CHAP. 

n Aur. Vi£>. p. 513 La£t. Perf. cap, 16. p. 9. " Caufab, hot. 

in Spart, p. xoi. 


(Y) From the ruins of his 
thfiin^, or pi.blie hot baths, 
which are ftill vifited and admir¬ 
ed by all travellers, we may- 
judge of the grandeur and mag¬ 
nificence of that furprifing fa¬ 
bric. Belides the bathing- 
places, in which three thoufand 
perl'ons could conveniently bathe 
at a time, thcie were many 
other rooms and apartments ; 
tor the books which were depolit- 
ed in Trajan’s library were con¬ 
veyed thither(I). The em¬ 
peror Conftantius II. when he 
came to Rome in 338, admired 
nothing fo much as Dioclcfian’s 
bath, which feeined rather a 
province, fays Ammianus,than 
a building (2). 

(Z) Claudius Euflhenius, fe- 
cretary to Dioclefian, wrote the 
hiftory of the four princes Dio¬ 
clelian, Maximian, Conftan- 
nus, and Galerius (3); and 


this is all we know of him. The 
Augufline writers, Spartian, 
Lampridius, Vulcatius, Capi- 
tolinus, Pollio, and Vopifeus, 
all lived in the reign of Diocle¬ 
tian, though fome of them flou- 
rilhed under his fucceflors. JE,- 
lius Spartianus wrote firft the 
lives of all the emperors, from 
Julius Ctefar to Adrian, and 
afterwards refolvcd to add the 
lives of all the other emperorl 
and Csfars, and to inferibe the 
whole to Dioclelian, of whofc 
family he feems to have been 
a branch (4.). Thcfe fix writers, 
Spartian, Lampridius, Vulca¬ 
tius, Capitolinus, Pollio, and 
Vopifeus, are known to the 
learned by the name of HiltorisC 
Augull^ Scriptores, though 
they are in reality rather biogra¬ 
phers than hiltorians, and take 
more care to inform us of th* 
good and bad qualities of the 


(1) Eufeb. Chron. p. 249. Prob. Vit. p. 233. Vidl, epit. p. 325. 
(i) Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 71. (3) Car, Vit, p. X54, (♦)Ver. 

Yit, p. 13. ,6. 

F 2 
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CHAP. LX. 

T^he Roman Hijiary, from the Refignation of Dio- 
clefian^ to the Removal of the Imperial Seat to 
Conjiantinople, by Conjiantine the Great. 

I ] P O N the refignation of Dioclefian and Maximian, the 
two Csefars, Conftantius and Galerius, were univer- 
fally acknowleged emperors. Of the latter we have fpokcii 
already, and lhall here give a fuccin£t account of thehiith, 

educarion. 


emperors, of theii birth, edu- 
(.ition, ftatiire, mien, and even 
their diet and the clnalhs they 
wore, than to deferibe their 
Wars, the laws they cnaflcd, 
and the great levokilinns that 
happened during their rclpcc- 
live reigns. Vopifeus, in the 
opinion ol the learned, lai ex¬ 
cels thcrcll, both as to his me¬ 
thod and llylc ; bin neverthc- 
let's has many imperfeiTtionE., 
and is not to be compaied with 
any of the ancient Latin hifto- 
nans. The other five betray 
great want of judgment in their 
choice, and of method in di- 
gefting their materials. Of 
thefe fix writers Capitolinus is 
the moll confuled and injudi¬ 
cious,- whence fome have fuf- 
pefled, that the author of this 
colleftion had mixed and blend¬ 
ed together the relations of Ca¬ 
pitolinus, Spartian, and fome 
others (5). Their fty Ic is vul¬ 
gar and unpoliflied, their ex- 
prellions uncouth, and fome- 
times hardly intoliigible. Vo- 
ifeus obferves, that Lampri- 
ius and Capitolinus attended 


more to truth than elcgaiitf in 
their narrations (6). Pollio 
owns his ftyle to have nothing 
ol the dignity of the ancients 
(7). Li't of the many hillu- 
rians, fume fay fifty and u})- 
wards, who have written on 
the fame fiibjcft, only the 
above inentioncd fix have reach¬ 
ed ns. Tati'js, or Statius Cy- 
rillus, was contemporary with 
thefe writers, and tranllated the 
lives ol fcvcral emperors out of 
Greek into Latin. Conllan- 
tine perfuaded him to abridge 
them, and to join feveral lives 
together in one volume (8). 
His work has been long fince 
lofl. Sotericus, a poet and hif- 
torian, flpurilhed in the reign 
ol Dioclefian, on whom he 
wrote a panegyric. He was a 
native of Oafis in Libya, and 
much elleemed by the learn¬ 
ed men of his age. He left fe¬ 
veral works, and, among the 
rcll, the life of Apollonius 
Tyaneus (9) ; but only a fmall 
fragment ol what he wrote has 
been conveyed to us by the 
fcholiafi ofLycophron (i). 


(5) Vide Caufab. in Spart. p. 13. (6) Prob. Vit. p. *34.. 

(7) Tug. Tyran. p. 184. (g) Max. Vit, p. 138. V„I 1 ‘ Hift. l.at. 

cap 7. p. 193. (j) Suid. p. 784. (i) Von, Hift. Gr«. lib. 

li. cap. iS. p 145, 

But, 
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their narrations (6). Pollio 
owns his ftyle to have nothing 
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(7). Li't of the many hillu- 
rians, fume fay fifty and u})- 
wards, who have written on 
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ed ns. Tati'js, or Statius Cy- 
rillus, was contemporary with 
thefe writers, and tranllated the 
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them, and to join feveral lives 
together in one volume (8). 
His work has been long fince 
lofl. Sotericus, a poet and hif- 
torian, flpurilhed in the reign 
ol Dioclefian, on whom he 
wrote a panegyric. He was a 
native of Oafis in Libya, and 
much elleemed by the learn¬ 
ed men of his age. He left fe¬ 
veral works, and, among the 
rcll, the life of Apollonius 
Tyaneus (9) ; but only a fmall 
fragment ol what he wrote has 
been conveyed to us by the 
fcholiafi ofLycophron (i). 
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education, preferitientfi, and qualities of Conftantius^ the 
father of the great Conftantine, to whom the Chrillian re¬ 
ligion 


But, of all the writers who 
flourilhed under Diodefian, the 
mod famous was the philofo- 
pher Porphyrius, born in the 
city of Tyre (2). He was dif- 
ciple to Longinus, under whom 
he Audied at Athens the philo- 
fophy of Plato, and made fuch 
progiefs in learning, that he 
became the honour and orna¬ 
ment of that fchool (3). Tho’ 
he was one of the mod danger¬ 
ous and inveterate enemies the 
ChriAian religion ever had, j’et 
this has not prevented thcChrif- 
tian writers from doing him juf- 
tice, and beAowing upon him 
the praifcs he deferved. Eu- 
febius ranks him among the 
mod illudrious men and emi¬ 
nent philofophers that flourifli- 
ed at any time (4). Cyrillus 
of Alexandria extols his know- 
lege ; and St. Audin dyleshiin 
an extraordinary genius, and 
the mod learned among philo¬ 
fophers (j), He was thoroughly 
verfed in every branch of lite¬ 
rature, excelled all men of his 
age in the knowlege of polite 
learning, arithmetic, geometry, 
and mufic (6); but ihone chiefly 
in philofophy, his favourite 
Icicnce and dudy. Authors ob- 
lerve, that whereas other phi¬ 
lofophers dudied to conceal their 
fentiments with an affected ob- 
feurity, Porphyrius exprefled 
himfelfina manner adapted to 
the ineaned capacities (7). He 
taught philofophy at Rome, 


both by declamation and in 
writing. He was very commu¬ 
nicative to thofe who delired to 
be informed and indruffed, and 
kind to his difciples, whom he 
was ready on all occadons to 
aflid to the utmoA of his power. 
He compofed an infinite num¬ 
ber of books on diflerent fub- 
jefts, of which the reader will 
find a catalogue in the latter 
part of the dinTertation which 
HolAenius publifhed on the life 
and writings of that philofo- 
pher(8). None of his works 
have rendered him fo famous as 
that which he publiAied agaiiiA 
the ChriAians, to whom he bore 
an irreconcileable hatred, and 
whofe religion he endeavoured 
to diferedit with the blacked ca¬ 
lumnies. He read the Scrip¬ 
tures with great attention, not 
to feek the truth, but to find 
arms to impugn it, fays Theo- 
doret(g). He pretended to 
have difeovered in the facred 
writings a great many contra- 
diftions, which were, it feems, 
the fubjeft of his fird book ; 
for the whole work was divided 
into fifteen (I). He found the 
prophecies of Oanid fo clearly 
and evidently fulfilled, that he 
employed great part of his 
twelfth book in endeavouring 
t6 prove that the prophecies 
aferibed to Daniel had been 
publiAied under his name by 
one who lived in the time of 
Antiochus, and wrote when the 


(1) Plot. Vit. p. 6. (3) Eufeb. Prepar. Evan. lib. x. cap. ]. 

p. 464. Eunap. cap, I. p. 16. (4) Eufeb. ibid. Porpliyr. Vit, 

cap. I. p. 10, ,1. (5) Aug. Civ. Dei, cap. 3*. p. ixo, (S) Eu- 

nap. cap. z, p. iS, 19. (7) Idem ibid. (8) Holften. Vit. 

Porph. cap. 6 . (9) Tbeodoret. de Graec. Affeft. lib. vii. p. 588. 

(1) Eufeb. lib. Vh cap. 19. p. 1I9. Porphyr. Vit. cap, 10, p. 3 t. 
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ixtraSan ligion is fo highly indebted. Conftantius, ftyledin the an- 
ondpnfer- cient infcriptions Flavius Valerius Conftantius, was the 
mnts of Eutropius, one of the chief lords of Dardania in 

Upper Mocfia, by Claudia, the daughter of Crifpus, bro¬ 
ther to the emperor Claudius p ; fo that he was great- 
nephew to that prince. He is generally diftingiiifhed from 
other emperors of the fame name by the appellation of 
Chlorus, borrowed perhaps from the palenefs of his coun¬ 
tenance, for fuch is the import of the word in the Greek 
tongue. He was born, according to fome writers s, on the 
thirty-firft of March, of what year we know not, being 
only informed, that at the time of his death, which hap¬ 
pened in 306, he was, or at leaft feemed to be, very old 
In his perfon he was well fhaped; and in his afpeft there 
was fomething extremely gracious and pleafingHe was 
not fo well verfed in letters as in the militaiy art, which 
he acquired under two great warriors, Aurelian and Pro¬ 
busAn ancient anonymous writer" relates, that he 
ferved fome time in the guards, was afterw'ards made tri¬ 
bune, and at length appointed governor of Dalmatia. He 
lignalized himfclf in war, and gained an important vieftory 
over the Alemanni in Canipis Vindonis, that is, in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Wmdifeh, at prefent a fmall village in the 
canton of Bern. He was made governor of Dalmatia by 
Carus, who entertained fome thoughts of creating him Cic- 
far, inftead of his debauched ^nd wicked fon Carinus, 
whom he defigned to depofe.. Dioclefian judging h\m 
well qualified lor the fovereignty, agreed wiih Maximian to 
create him Cielar, together with Galcrius, on the firft of 

r/ .t, related before. He 

ceive e purp e from Maximian, who by that ceremony 

*76. r Eufeb. Vit. Conll; llb.'i. „„ P- 

116 Sc 9. p. igi, * Aiir Virt n i> i. v. p, 

n.nym. Ammiano fubjunflas, p.’ V.r' 

‘o)efold^!?rabtadv t 

(i). As PorohyriiK U7 after he had embraced 

of great leainiiip- ChriBian religion, publithed 

cnefmed by the *°'"^f=''ere edifts, either againft 

from embracing the Chrillian 1 “ 

religion, which, however at ®h'snieraory 
length triumphed over this’ as ‘ which he cauf, 

hatj done^verairits otW Publicly hu^t (3). 


• r j j - -HUS ag 

>.t had done oyer all its other 
f*l Hi?r. in p^n. p. 5^7. 


(jlSocrat. lib. j. cap. j. p. j*. 
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adapted him ; and hence he is fometimes called by the 
name of Hercules, which Maximian had allumed. He 
took precedence of Galerius, though created Csefar at the 
fame time, on account of his more noble extradfion *. 

Upon his being made Ca:far, Gaul, Spain and Britain fell 
to his fhare. 

When he attained the empire, he governed the fame Hij exctl- 
provinces with fuch juftice, equity, and moderation, as 
gained him the hearts of his people, who confidered him 
rather as their common father than their fovereign. He is 
extolled, not only by Eufebius and Ladlantius, whofc tefti- 
mony might be fufpecled, but by all the Pagan writers, as 
the moft equitable, pious, prudent, humane, and gener¬ 
ous prince, that ever fwayed a fceptie. He was not foli- 
citous, fays Eutropius s', about enriching the treafury, but 
pleafed that his people fhould enjoy the fruit of their la¬ 
bour and indullry. He was often heard to fay, it was bet¬ 
ter the wealth of a country fhould circulate among the 
people, than be locked up in the coffers of the prince. For 
fear of opprefling his people he was extremely fpaiing in 
his diet, furniture, equipage, and retinue. When he en¬ 
tertained his friends, and the officers of his court, he was 
obliged to borrow plate for the ufe of his table. WhatEu- 
tropius alTerts is confirmed by Eufebius, who relates the 
following remarkable ftory, palfiiig over in lllence, fays he, 
many others no Icfs fingular, but generally known : as the ia/anc0 
moderation and mildnefs with which Conftantius governed, ^ af- 
werc much applauded, and it was generally faid that the 
treafury was exhaufted, being unwilling to tax his people, f * 
Dioclelian fent perfons to reproach him with his negleft 
of the public, aiul the poverty to which he was reduced by 
his lenity. Conllantius heard thefe reproaches with pa¬ 
tience ; and having perfuaded thofe who made them in 
Dioclefian’s name, to ftay a few days with him, he appriz¬ 
ed the moll wealthy perfons in the provinces that he want¬ 
ed money, and that they had npw an opportunity of ffiew- 
ing whether they truly loved their prince. Upon this no¬ 
tice every one drove who fhould be foremod in carrying to 
the treafury their gold, lilver, and valuable effefts ; fo that 
in a diort time Coiidantiu.s, from the poored, became by 
far the mod wealthy of all the four princes. He then in¬ 
vited the deputies of Dioclefian to vifit his treafury, defiring 
th em to make a faithful report to their mader of the date 
in which they fhourd find it. They obeyed; and while 

a Eaflant Perfec. cap. zo p. i8. xEutrop. p. 587. 
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they ftood gazing on the heaps of gold and filvcr, Conftan- 
tins told them, that the wealth which they l^held with 
aftoniftiment, had long fince belonged to him ; h^ he had 
left it in the hands of his people j adding, lhat the 
richeft and fureft treafure of the prince was the love of his 
fubjc£ls.” The deputies were no fooner difmifled, than 
the generous prince fent for thofe who had aflifted him in 
this exigency, commended their £eal, and returned to 
every one what they had fo readily brought into his treafury®. 

When Dioclefian, in the year 303, at the iiifligatioii of 
Galerius, began to perfecutc the church, he fent his edidfs 
to Maximian and Conftantius, injoiiiing them both to fee 
them put in execution in their refpedlive provinces. Ma¬ 
ximian obeyed with great eagernefs and joy; and Conftan¬ 
tius, that he might not feem to oppofe his colleagues, fuf- 
fered feme churches to be pulled down ; but was fo far 
from encouraging any other violence, that, on the contrary, 
Hefaveurs preferved the Chriftians, in his provinces, exempt from 
C/iri- all the evils which they fufFered in thofe of the others; in- 
fomuch that they enjoyed under him profound tranquility, 
and entire liberty of confcience^. Though he countenanced 
and honoured the Chriftians, yet he hinil’elf never embraced 
the true religion; at leaft we are no-where told, that he 
did. By his firft wife, Helena, he had but one child, Con- 
ftantine, furnanied the Great, of whom, as well as of his 
mother, we lliall fpeak hereafter. He was obliged to di¬ 
vorce her, and marryFlavia Maximiana Theodora, daughter 
to the wife of Maximian, by a former hulhand. He had 
by this laft, three fons, Dalmatius, or Dematius, Julius 
Conftantius, and a third, called by fome Annibalianus, and 
by others Conftantine; and as many daughters, Conftantia, 
Anattafia, and Eutropia 

Before we proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Con- 
ftancius, it will be neceflary to give the reader a fuccincF 
account of the birth, education, and extraordinary qualities, 
©f hi* fon Conftantine, whofc adlions are infeparably inter¬ 
woven with thofe of his father. Conftantine, ttylerl in the 
ancient inferiptions, C. Flavius Valerius Aurelius Claudius 
Conftantinus'’, was born on the twenty-feventh of February, 
about the year 274; fur, at h;s death, which happened on 
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■s- Eaftb, lib. viii. cap. ,3, ,7, p, 309, 317. & Vit. Conftant. lib. i. 
P' 4 H “Euteb. lib. viii. cap. ij, 18. p. 309, 317. U Conft, 
Vit.lib. 1. cap. 13 p. 4,3. Optat. Mil. lib. i. p.44. Laft. cap. 15. 
.13. b Aur. Vift. p. 324, Eutrop. p. 586. Anrimian. p. 2, 
yzan. Eamil p. .j.4. Goltz. p. 12 j. c Goltz. p. 1x6, 1x7. 
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the twcnty-fecond of May, in 337, he was about fixty- 
four '* (A). 

Conftantius had Conftantine by the celebrated Helena, 
fo much extolled, and not undefervedly, by all the Chriltian, 
efpecially the ecclefiaftic writers (B). 

When 


^ Bucb. Cycl, p. Z76. Byzant. Fam. p. Z141 La£f< p, 411, fjz. 
Anonym, p. 471. 


(A) Julius Firmicus, who, 
accoiding to the bed-grounded 
opinion, wrote in the reign 
of Conllantine, and Cedrtnus, 
tell us, in exprefs terms, that 
Conftantine was born in the city 
of Naillus in Dardaiiia, called 
alfo Naifus and Nalfus, and now 
knuwn by the name of Nilfa. It 
is certain, that the father and 
anceftor.' of Conftantine were 
natives of Dai dania ; that Con- 
ftaiitinc hiinfeU freL|UEntly re- 
fided at Nailftis, as appears from 
the many laws which he cnafted 
there ; and that he ever ftiewed 
himlelf partial to that city, en¬ 
riching it with many ptivileges, 
and cmbellilhing it with a great 
number of ftately edifices ; 
whence it is ftyled by' Stepha¬ 
nas, “ The birth-place and 
work of the emperor Conftan¬ 
tine (i).” 

(B) Moft modern authors, 
whether tiatives of this illand, 
01 toicigner.s, fuppole her to 
have been the daughter of Coel- 
hts, a Britifti king, and to have 
m.nricd Conftantius, who was 
cH n ined with her beauty, when 
he firft came into Britain, in the 
reign of Aurelian. But this 
opinion is no better grounded 
than the other, importing that 
Conftantine w'as born in Britain. 


Nicephorus tells us, that Hele¬ 
na was the daughter of an inn¬ 
keeper of Drepanum near Ni- 
comedia in Bithynia, who pro- 
ftituted her to Conftantius, and 
that Conftantine was the fruit 
of this commerce. 

Nicephorus was not the only 
writer who queftioned the legi¬ 
timacy of Conftantine, and the 
chaftity of his mother Helena : 
for Zolimus writes, that flic 
was not Conftantlus’s lawful 
wife (2). The chronicle of 
Alexandria ftyles her fon Con¬ 
ftantine, in plain terms, a ba- 
ftard child (3). St. Ambrofo 
gives us room to think, that this 
was a current report or tradi¬ 
tion in his time; and that he 
himfelf did not dilbelicve it (4), 
The fame thing is afterted in 
the Greek text of Eufebius’s 
chronicle, publiflied by Scali- 
ger ; and in that of St. Jeroin, 
who has been followed by feve- 
ral eminent writers of a later 
date, namely, by Plofper, Caf- 
lioclorus, Aldhelmus bilhop of 
the Weft Saxons, and the Ve¬ 
nerable Bede, who, fpeaking of 
Helena, ftyle her the concu¬ 
bine of Conftantius. On the 
other hand, Eutropius (y), and 
both the Vidfors (6), tell us, 
that Conftantius and Galerlus 


(1) St. ph. in Naifo. Jul. Fir. Mathef. lib. i. cap. ulr. Cedrell. 
Ilili. p. 121. (x) Zof. lib. ii. p. 67Z. (3) Cliron. Al. p. 650. 

(4) Ainb. Div. 3. p. 1Z3. (5) Butiop. p. 5*6. (6) Aur. 

Vift. p. V*di. Epii. p. 541. 


were 
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When Conftantius was created Cacfar, and fent into 
Gaul, Dioclcfian kept Con/lantine as a hollage, caufed 
him to be educated in the court with great care, and raifed 
him, long before the year 303, to the rank of tribune'. 
He foon appeared capable of any degree of fortune, how- 
ever elevated. The beauty of his countenance, blended 
with a certain air of majedy ; the tallnefs of bis perfonji^ex¬ 
tremely well fhaped and regular; his life w'ithout blame or 
reproach ; his generofity, good-nature, affability, and ob¬ 
liging behaviour, towards peifoiis of all ranks, gained him 
the affeftions both of the people and foldiery to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that no one knew him, v'ho did not wifli to fee him 
one day emperor, and was not ready to contribute to his 
preferment 

He lignalizcd himfelf in war, and ferved wdth great re¬ 
putation under Dioclelian and Galerius, againll the Ger¬ 
mans, Goths, Sarmatians, and Perfians. He often fought 
with the enemy hand to hands, and gave fuch proofs of 
his valour as raifed fome jealoufy in the other princes- All 
authors, Pagans as well as Chrillians, agree in extolling, 
with the highefl encomiums, his fobriety, continence, and 
the abhorrence he fliewcd from his early youth to unlawful 

' Eufeb, Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. 11. p. 415. I.afl. Perf, cap. 18. 
p. 17. f Paiiegyr 5 p. izj. g riieopb. p. 6. 

were obliged, when created with the title of Augufta, which 
Caefars, to divorce their tormcr was never given to a concubine, 
wives. Conftantius theretorc No writer before the feventh 
had a lawful wife before he century mentions either Hele- 
married Theodora ; and we are na’s country or parentage: 
no where told, that he had any tliofe who flouriflied after that 
bcfules her and Helena, 'The time commonly iuppofe her to 
anonymous authur of Conftan- have been a native of this 
tine’s life, ]iul)llfhed by Vale- ilUmd, and the daughter of a 
bus, writes in exprefs terms, king, whom they call Coelus or 
“ that Confrautius divorced He- Cuellus. This opinion, ground- 
Icna to elpoufeTheodora (7);” ed, as we conjefture, upon tra- 
and hutropius lays, “that Con- dition, or perhaps the authority 
ftannne was the fruit of an ob- of fome hillorian, whofe works 
Kure, but hiwlul marriage (8). have not reached our times, ob- 
At Naples is flill extant an in tained pretty early here, and 
feription, in wiiith Helena is produced the many ehurfhes 
Iryled the wife of Conftantius and monuments, which were 
(9,. In two others, to be fecn erefted throughout Britain to 
m Cruter, Ihe is diftinguiflied her honour, 

(7) Anonym, p. 471. (g) Eutrop. p. 587. (j) Gruter. 

P« EODD* * 

pleafures, 
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plenfurcs. He married to his firft wife Minervinn, whofe pa¬ 
rentage and Condition the ancients pafs over in fiJence; and 
had by her Crifpus, who muft have been born about the 
year 300; for, twenty years after, he lignalized himfelf in 
the wars againft the Franks and Licinius. Dioclefian, be¬ 
fore he refigned the empire, had thoughts of appointing 
Conflantine, and Maxentius, the fon of Maximian, Csefars. 

But their eledfion was oppofed by Galerius, who at length 
prevailed upon the emperor to adopt Severus and Maximi- Severus 
nus, who he knew would be entirely ruled by him, and Maxi^ 
implicitly obey his orders (C). Matters being thus fettled, 
the empire was divided between Conftantius and Galerius, 

(C) The former was a native added, not without betraying 
of lllyricum, defeended of an fome concern and reluftance, 
obfeure family, abandoned to “ I am llkcwife to name two 
all manner ot vice, and in every new C^fars, and thefe are Se- 
refpeft unequal to fo important verus and Maximinus.” The 
a charge. The latter was born whole aflembly was greatly fur- 
in the fame country, and no prifed to hear thefe two names, 
lefs meanly than the other ; tor and began to enquire whether 
though he was nephew to Ga- Conflantine had changed his ? 
leiius, being his filler’s fon. Their furprize was doubled, 
yet in his youth he had follow- when they heard Galerius corn¬ 
ed the fervilc calling ot a fhep- mand Conllantiue to defeend 
herd; and he proved, after his from the throne on which he 
prclcrmcnt, no lefs vicious than fat with Dioclefian; and faw 
his colleague. He was yet a unexpeftcdly a young Barba- 
yoiith, and half a Barbarian, rian, who Hood behind it. Hep 
unknown to the emperors, and forth and receive the purple ar 
entirely unacquainted with Hate- the hands of the emperor. The 
aft'airs, when Galerius, who had numerous multitude was llruck 
taken him a little before from with amazement. Every one 
his flocks, recommended him afked, who Maxlmin was ? 
to Dioclefian for the dignity of whence he came ? for what 
Co-far. The emperor, terrified demerit Conflantine had been 
by the menaces of Galerius, excluded from an honour, to 
confented, much againft his which he had fo juft a claim? 
inclination, to the promotion but no one dared to oppofe his 
both ot Severus and Maximi- promotion. This tranfadlion 
nus; and on the day appointed happened at Nicoinedia ; and 
lor his relignation, after having on the fame day, that is, on the 
declared in a great alTembly, firft of May ot the year joy, 
that he yielded the empire to Maximian refigned the empire 
Conftantius and Galerius, who at Milan to Conftantius, and 
Were more capable than he was declared Severus Ca;far (i). 
pf bearing fo great a weight, 


(1) Lflft, Pert cap, 18. p. 17. Aur. Vi£l, p. 5*5. 

F?P' ?■ 
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’Iht empire To the fliare of the former fell Gaul, Italy, Africa, Spain, 
divided be- and Britain ; the latter had Illyricum, Pannonia, Thrace 
iiueen Con- Macedon, Gieece, Alia Minor, Egypt, Jud^a, Syria, and 
all the e.tftcrn provinces. Conftantius reCgned to Severus, 
Italy and Africa, as Galerius ceded, Syria and Egypt, to his 
nephew Maximin ^ As Severus was indebted to Galerius 
alone for his promotion, that prince expefted he (hould 
obey him even againlt Conlhintius himfelfh However, it 
is ccrt.iin, that notwithftanding the implacable hatred which 
Galerius bore to the Chriftians, the perfecution ceafed both 
in Italy aud the other weikrn provinces, foon after Con¬ 
ftantius was declared emperoi 

In the mean time, Conftantine continued at Nicomedia, 
in the heart of the provinces belonging to Galerius, who 
would not, though carneftly entreated by his father Con¬ 
ftantius, during a dangerous malady, with which he w'as 
feizcd, fuffer him to depart ; but pretending a great af- 
fettion, kept him by way of hoftage. As the extraordinary 
qualities of that prince gave the emperor great umbrage, he 
oico^Jian. '’" 7'"’".'fed for lome opportunity of deftroying him ; but 
Une. through fear of the foldiery, by whom Con- 

ftantinc was greatly beloved, to make any open attempt, he 
had recourfe to treachery, and expofed him, under various 
Ipceuuis pretences, to many dangers. 

In the following year, Conftantius and Galerius being both 
con u s t ic i>tih time, the latter, finding he could no longer 
detain Coullantine without openly breaking with his col- 

i f-'tr fupply him with the ne- 

aiy or cs and chariots. Ihis order he delivered in the 
evening; but at the fame time commanded the prince not 

i?*ivTh?m v" 1^- “il* morning, when he defigned to 
g e him h.s final inflruaions '. In the mean time, he dif- 

Lo cLftl Severus pofitively enjoining him to 

lop Conftantmc, and prevent his arrival in the provinces 
govenicd by his father. That the exprefs might re^ch ItaW 

ufual'^euftom*" ni^’ ^ contrary to his 

ro„, 0 .„,i,e but he ha^l eftapedThT’nr/rK‘f" = 

ere.pee had vvithdnwn ^ before, as foon as Galerius 

/■■em Ga- Ravelling with all poflibic fpeed, for 

lyiusuhi, ; B s, hamftrung or killed the horfes which he did 

Severus ruled TK’ Galerius, and Italy, where 

Ocverus ruled. This precaution faved him ; for neumorn- 

Pei P- s^s- Zof. lib. ii. p. G7J. i l.aa. 

' Lafl. cap. a,, p. Conft. Vi^ 

ing. 
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injj, Galerius, being informed of his departure, broke into 
a violent rage, and oj dcred fevera) melfengers to piirfnc him 
with the utmoft expedition ; but he was told, that Conilan- 
tine had difabled all the poft-horfcs "k Mean while this 
young prince proceeding to Gaul, found his father at Geffo- 
riacum ready to embark lor Britain, in order to make war 
upon the Caledonians ami l^iiffs, which laft arc now for the 
firft time mentioned as inhabitants of ^Scotland Conilran- 
tine attended him in this expedition, againft the Barbari¬ 
ans, who were defeated andfubdiied. 

Conllantius died at York on the twenty-fifth of July 306. 
ftirrounded by his children, and his body was interred with 
the utmoftpomp and magnificence by his fort Conlhintine 
After his death, he was ranked among the gods, as ap¬ 
pears from feveral ancient coins, particularly one of his 
brother-in-law Maxentius Conftantius bequeathed the 
empire to his fon Conftantine who declared he would 
not accept it without the confent of the other princes, 
whom he immediately acquainted with the death and laft 
will of his father ; but the foldiers, by whom he was great¬ 
ly revered, impatient of delays, proclaimed him emperor 
the fame day on which his father died, and, the firft time 
he appeared in public, faluted him with the title of Auguf- 
tus. He afterwards fent his image to the other emperors, 
adorned, according to cultom, with the marks of the im¬ 
perial dignity. Galerius was long in fufpenfe whether he 
ihould receive it; and tranfported with fury, he was upon 
the point of condemning both the image, and the mefl'en- 
ger who brought it, to the flames ; but his friends repre- 
fenting, that fuch an affront would give rife to a civil w^ar, 
in which the foldiery would in all likelihood abandon him, 
and join with Conftantine, he was prevailed upon to fend 
him the purple, that he might at lead feem to hold his au¬ 
thority of him. However, he bellowed on him only the 
title of Caefar, and created Severus emperor, whofe pro¬ 
vinces, namely, Italy and Africa, he governed with as ab- 
folute a dominion as his own, opprefling them with end- 
lefs taxes, and praclifing unheard-of cruelties upon thofe 
who were not in a condition to comply with his unjuft de¬ 
mands. 

This oppreftion occafionetl great difturbanccs in all the 
cities of Italy', but efpecially in Rome; which Maxentius 

Amisiar. AsoDym. p. 471. Laft. p. 11. Zof lib. ii. p. 672. 
Aur. Vifl. p. 515. n Eufeb. Chron. Goliz, p. 1x4. Eutrop. 

p. 587. " Birag. p 440. r Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. 

:ap. 21. p. 418. Julian. Oi-at. 1. p 13. Laft. Perf, cap. p. zi, 
Paiiegyr. j. p, 117. & y p. 194, 
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encouraging, caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by 
the difl'atisfied foldieiy and people. Maxeiitius was, or at 
leafl palled for, the fon of Maximian j for lonie writers 
tell us, that he was a fuppofititious child; and that his mo¬ 
ther, before her death, owned fhe had impofed upon her 
hufbund, to gain his affedlion. However that be, he was 
deftitute of every commendable quality, proutl, arrogant, 
cruel, deformed in his perfon, abandoned to vice, and uni- 
verfally abhorred, not only by his father’s friends, but by 
his lather himfelf, and llill more by Galerius, whofe daugh¬ 
ter he had married. He had loudly complained of Gale¬ 
rius, for e.\cluding him in the year 305, from the dignity 
of Ctefar ; but when he heard that Conliantine had been 
elevated to that high Itation, and faw his image publicly 
expofed in Rome, tranfported with rage, he refolved at all 
events to do himfell julliee. Accordingly, having with 
large promifes gained over the few praetorian guards that 
■were then in Rome, he was declared emperor on the twen¬ 
ty-eighth of Offober of this year 306, and was acknow- 
leged by the Roman people, who hoped, by his means, to 
deliver themfelves from the infupportable tyranny of Gale¬ 
rius. The news of his revolt no Iboner reached the Ealt, 
where Galerius ;hen was, than he difpatched a melfenger 
to Severus, enjoining him to fend all his forces to Rome, 
to furprife and fupprefs at once this new ufurper. On the 
other hand, Maxentius hadrecourfe to his father Maximian, 
who, either with a view to refuine the empire, which he 
had unwillingly quitted, or to fupport his fon, haftened to 
Rome, and wrote to Dioclcfian, exhorting him to abandon 
his folitude, and remount the throne. Dioclefian charmed 
with the fwcets and tranquility of a private and retired life, 
returned him the anfwer which we have already related. 
But Maximian, inllead of following his example, fuflered 
himfelf to be declared emperor a fecond time by the fenate 
and people of Rome ; and receiving the purple dt the hands 
of his fon, was univerfally acknowleged his colleague in 
the empire s. ® 

While thefe things palTcd at Rome, ConRantine was bu- 
f^d in vifiting the provinces under his care, aqd defending 
them againll the Barbarians. His father Conlfantius had 
no fooner left Gaul, m oppofe the Pitts in Britain, than 
the franks, forgetful of their oaths, had invaded Gaul, and 
committed dreadful ravages. Againll them therefore Con- 
Itantine marched at the head of a powerful army, overcame 



them 
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them in a pitched battle; and having taken two of their nijfe<vtri- 
kiiigs prifoners, Afcaric and Guifus, or Regaifus, expofed ly inwards 
them to be devoured by wild beads in the magnificent ihews the cap- 
wliich he aftei wards exhibited Eutropius writes, that 
he tieated in like manner the kings of the Alemanni, who, 
it feems, were in confederacy with the Franks, and fell in¬ 
to his hands in this war After this vidlory he pafl'ed the 
Rhine, and entering the country of the Rrudferians, when 
lead expedlcd, made a dreadful havock of that people, and 
took a great many prifoners, whom he likewife condemned 
to be devoured by wild beads. He repaired all the forts on 
the Rhine, placed numerous garrifons in them, and main¬ 
tained a powerful fleet upon the coaft ; by which means he 
ILruck fuch terror into the Franks and other German na¬ 
tions, that none of them dared to approach that river (D). 

For the following year Severus and Maximinus were cre¬ 
ated confuls by Galerius, and acknowleged in all the pro¬ 
vinces of the empire, except thofe that obeyed Maxentius, 
where Maximian eairfed himfelf to be declared conful the 
ninth time. Condantine was likewife conful this year, hav¬ 
ing, as we conjeiflure, been fubflituted in the room of Se¬ 
verus, who was killed before the year expired. Severus, Se-verm 
in compliance with the orders be had received from Gale- marchts 
rius, left Milan, and marched towards Rome, to expel the 
ul urper Maxentius. He commanded a powerful army, but 
confifting of troops which two years before had ferved un¬ 
der Maximian, lire father of Maxentius, they were eafily 
fcduced by the latter, with Anullinus, who commanded 
them in quality of captain of the guards. Hence Severus 
no fooner approached Rome, with a defign to befiege it, 
than they abandoned him, and joined his rival. Se¬ 
verus, with a fmall body of troops that remained faithful to 

' Paneg. g, p. 150,197. s- 1 * 7 - 7 - ‘ Eutrop. p. 587, 

(D) Notwithftanding thefe thofe happy who lived under 
and many other inflances of his adminiflration. The rea- 
cruelty that difgraced the i-eign dcr will remember that Con- 
of Condantine, Laiitantius (I) ftantine was the great patron of 
and Eufebius (2) aflure us, that the Chriflian religion which 
he governed his fubjefts with thefe writers profelTed; there- 
extraordinary mildneis and tno- fore, we ought to read them 
deration; that heIhewed himfelf with caution, when they dig- 
kind, atfable, benevolent, and matize Dioclefiau and extol 
good-natured to all; and that he Condantine, 
made it his chief dudy to render 

(1) La£l. Perf, cap. sf. p. 13, (i) Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. i. 

cap, 13. p. 410, 

him. 
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liim, retired with p/ecipitation, bending his route towards 
Milan 5 but being clofely purfued by Maximian, at the 
head of fome troops which he had raifed in Campania, and 
was leading to Rome, he was obliged to take refuge in Ra¬ 
venna, which Maximian immediately inverted. The place 
VIMS well fortilied, and fupplied with great rtore of provi- 
lions ; fo that it might have eafily held out till relieved by 
Galerius; but bcvenis, dirtriirting his own men, and rely¬ 
ing upon the miglily promifes and folemn oaths of Maxi- 
rninian, furreiulercd the place, and the purple with vi'hith 
hi- h;id lu en inverted about a year and nine months before 
M.ixmiian, unmindiul of his oaths, carried Severus captire 
to Rome; and after having kept him fome time confined in 
a place on the Appian Way, about thirty miles from the 
city, called Tn-s Tabermc, or the Three Inns, he caiifed 
iiirn to he put to death. Ihc only favour he could obtain 
was that of dying bv having his veins opened. His body was 
intfired in the tomb of Gallienus, about eight or nine miles 
from llonie- 

Maximi.m, convinced that Galerius would not fufFcr the 
death of e'everus to part, unrevenged, rcfolved to ftrengtheii 
liimfilf u iih the alliance of Conftantine, who, having con¬ 
quered the Franks, enjoyed at that time profound peace 
and tranquility. Having therefore fortified Pvome with 
m.niy new works, and put it in a condition of furtainiiig a 
long fiege, he left Italy to confer with Conftantine in Gaul, 
where h" perfuaded him to marry his daughter Faufta, and 
at the fame time changed the title of Cxfar " into that of 
Auguftus Coortantine is generally thought to have 
been declared emperor or. the thirty-firft of hlareh of this 
year 307 (Ej. 


' Aiir. Vi£V. p. ;i;. Zof. lib. ii. p. 673. Eutrop. p. 587. Ano- 
nvin p. 4.71- Hier. Chrun. Lait. Perf. cap. 26. p. 14- '' Gokz. 

p. 126. Birag. p. .^59. Byzant. Fam. p. 15’ * Panegyr. 

5 p- 


(E; Faufta, whom he mar- cldert foil, Conftans, hisymung- 
iied, is tfyled In the aiieient in- eft, and two daughters, Con- 
Icriptions Havla Maxiniiana flantina and Conllantia, or ra- 
Faufta. The einpeior Julian ther Conflautiaa, who was inar- 
cornnienJs her raixlefty and rled firft to Aiinibalianus, and 
hlamelcfa conduct. By Faufta afterwards to Gallua Caefar, her 
he had, hL'Iidcs Couftantius, coufin-germans; and Helena, 
who is the belt known of all the wife of the emperor Ju- 
his ehildicn, Conftantine, his lian (i). 

(1) Vide Anonym, p. 3. & Bye, Fam. p, 46, 47. 
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While Maxiinian was in Gaul with Conftantine, Gale- 
rius entered Italy with a powerful army; but not fuflicient, 
as he found by experience, to befiege Rome : for, as he 
had never feen the great capital of the empire, he eflimatcd 
its ftrength from Antioch, and fome other cities of the 
Eaft. He threatened to lay it in ruins, to put all the inha¬ 
bitants to the fword, and utterly extirpate the fenate ; but 
when he approached that immenfe metropolis, and viewed 
its fortifications, defpairing to be able to carry it by alTault, 
and not having a fufficient number of troops toinveft it, he 
retired to Intcramna, now Terni, and thence feiit Licinius 
and Probus to exhort Maxentius, in his name, to demand 


A. D. J07. 
U.C. 1055. 

G alerius 
approaches 
Rome •with 
a defiqn to 
bejiege it j 


the empire of his father-in-law, and not feize it by force of 
arms''. But Maxentius, having found means to corrupt 
fome of Galerius’s legions, was fo far from hearkening to obliged to 
the deputies, that he would have marched out againft Ga- retire 
lerius, if he, diftrufting his troops, and dreading the fate 
of Severus, had not retired into his own dominions. In ^ 


his retreat he laid walte the country far and wide, to pre¬ 
vent the enemy from purfuing him, and allowed his fol- 
diers to commit unheard-of diforders and cruelties. Maxi- 


mian, who was ftill in Gaul, being informed of the preci¬ 
pitate retreat of Galerius, endeavoured to perfuade Con- 
Itantine to piirfuehim; but finding that prince not inclined 
to engage in fo dangerous a war, he repalTed the Alps, and 
returned to Rome. There he reigned fome time jointly 
with his fon, but was not treated with the fame refpeft 
which the public paid to Maxentius. He was fo piqued at Maximian 
his own want of confequence, that, divelling himlelt of all attempista 
paternal aOeiifion, he refolved to deprive Maxentius of the ‘^tpofe his 
empire, not doubting but the troops that had abandoned Se- • 
verus, as they had formerly belonged to him, would favour 
his attempt. Having therefore endeavoured to eflrange 
them from his fon, be alTembled both the people and fol- 
diery ; and, after a long dcfcant upon the evils and misfor¬ 
tunes of the times, he turned uncxpedbedly to his fon, who 
fat on the tribunal with him, reproached him as the foie 
author of the prefent calamities, and, after many bitter and 
virulent inveflives, ftripped him of his purple robes, and 
tore them in pieces. Maxentius, leaping from the throne, 
implored the proteffion of the foldiery, who, being moved 
with his tears, but more with his promifes, received him 
in their arms, loaded Maximian with reproaches, and 
threatened him with inllant death Zonaras relates, that 


y Laft. Perf. cap- 17, p. 25. Pan, 6 , p< 136. A^ionym. p. 472. 
* Eutrop. p. 6S7. Zof. lib. ii. p. C74. 
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Maximian, to appeafe the foldieryi told them, that he had 
made ufe of that artifice to try whether or not they were 
(incerely attached to his fon; but no one believing him, he 
thought it advifeable to leave the city, and accordingly pro¬ 
ceeded to Gaul, where he complained to Conflantine, that 
his fon had driven him from Rome. But Conftantine, not 
feeining to be much affedled with his complaints, about the 
month of November he repaired to Galerius, the declared 
enemy of his fon, to regulate with him, as he pretended, 
the public affairs, but in reality to watch an opportunity of 
difpatching him, and fcizing his provinces On this oc- 
cafion Maximian, in a private conference with his ancient 
colleague, made ufe of every argument to prevail upon him 
to refume the empire, and deliver the people of Rome from 
fo many tyrants Viffor the younger writes, that Gale¬ 
rius himfclf preffed Dioclelian to re-afeend the throne 
Be that as it may, Dioclefian found fueh delights in a re¬ 
tired life, that he would attend to no propofals of that na¬ 
ture. LaiRantius alfures us, that the defign of Maximian 
was to reinftate Dioclefian and himfclf in the empire, and 
dellroy the reft one after another, his own fon not except¬ 
ed. Some writers, and Eutropius among the reft, feem to 
have believed, that Maximian only pretended to be at va¬ 
riance with his fon, in order to deceive the other princes, 
and compafs their ruin ; but, on the contrary, he was ob¬ 
liged to authorize with his prefence the promotion of Lici¬ 
nius, whom Galerius created emperor in the room of Se- 
verus, on the eleventh of November of this year 307. 

Licinius was a native of New Dacia, which lay on the 
Roman fide of the Danube, and was, ever fince the reign 
of Aurelian, accounted one of the provinces of Illyricum. 
He pretended to derive his pedigree from the emperor Phi¬ 
lip, but was in reality fprung from a mean and ignoble fa¬ 
mily His education was fuitable to his birth ; for he was 
brought up without the Icaft kiiowlegc of letters ; nay, he 
was not alhamed to declare himfelf an open enemy to learn¬ 
ing, calling the fciences the peft and banc of the ftate. 
H c was naturally of a cruel, violent, and haughty temper, 
and addidleil, even in his old age, to the moft infamous 
debaucheriesHis infatiable avarice prompted him, when 
raifed to the empire, to fill his colTcrs by the moft unjuft, 
tyrannical, and iniquitous methods. However, he was a 
brave and experienced officer, kept the foldiers to their 
duty, punifhed the Icaft tranfgiefllons w'ith the utmoft fe- 

“ I.adl. Pci f. cap. 73, p. 26. Eutrop. p. 6S7. b Zof lib. ii. 

P 673- <• \ idt. Epit. p j4a. ‘‘Anonym, p. 473. = Eufeb. 

jib. ix. cap. g, p. 397. 
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verity, and revived in the army the difcipline of the ancient 
Homans. In the year 323 he was, according to Vitlor the 
younger, about fixty However, in 313 he married Con- 
ftantia, the filler of Conftantine, and had children by her®. 

Galerius and he had lived in great intimacy ever fince they 
firft entered into the army; and the emperor, repofing an 
entire confidence in him, had, in all his expeditions, after 
he had attained to the dignity of Csefar, ftiffered himfelf to 
be wholly governed by his counfels. The memorable vic¬ 
tory whieh Galerius gained over the Perfians, was in great 
mcafure owing to the valour and condufl: of Liciuius. Ga¬ 
lerius feems at firft to have given him only the provinces of 
Pannonia and Rhxtia; but at the fame time fie promifed 
to put him in pofteflion of thofe that were held by Maxen- jf,i ethpife 
tius, as foon as he had depofed that ufurper Thus was go^emtd 
the empire ruled at once by fix princes, Maximian, Gale- ot once hy 
rius, Licinius, Maximin, Conftantine, and Maxentius. fix princes. 

While thefe difturbances and changes happened in the 
Weft, Maximin enjoyed a profound peace and tranquillity 
in the Eaft, which he governed with the title only of Cxfar. 

But when he underftood, that Licinius had been declared 
emperor, he prefled Galerius to raife him to the fame rank. 

The emperor could not be prevailed upon to grant him his 
requeft, but to content him contrived a new title, appoint¬ 
ing, that he and Conftantine Ihould, for the future, be 
llyled Filii Auguftorum, fons of emperors ; which apella- 
tion is ftill to be feen on fome of his and Conftantine’s pj, 

coins h Maximin pretended to be fatisfied with this new 2656. 
mark of diftin£lion, but in the mean time eaufed himfelf A. D. 30S. 
to be proclaimed emperor by his army ; and in the letter U-C. 10^6. 
which he wrote on that occafion to Galerius, aflured him ^ ~ 
that the troops had, without his confent or co-operation, faufies h'lm- 
faluted him Auguftus. This incident gave Galerius yv/y/o &<■ 
great uneafincfs ; but neverthelefs, as he did not think it proclaimed 
prudent to quarrel with his nephew about the title he had emperor. 
ufurped, he confirmed it, and at the fame time granted it Conjian- 
to Conftantine, who was thus, through the ambition of j 

another man, acknowleged emperor through the provinces mperor hy 
of the empire. Galerius. 

This year Maximian, thinking himfelf negleifled by Ga¬ 
lerius, left Illyricum, and privately withdrew to Conftan¬ 
tine in Gaul, with a defign to embrace the firft opportunity 
that offered to difpatch him, and caufe himfelf to be ac¬ 
knowleged in his room. The better to deceive, he quitted 

t Eutrop. p. 5S7, Vi£t. Epit. p- 54.3. e La£t. Perf. cap. zo, 

P- 19. I* Zo{, lib. ii. p. 674. ^ Birag. p. 44.6. La£t. p. 23. 

Eufeb. p, 310. 
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the purple the fecond time, declaring that, in imitation of 
Dioclcfian, he would lead a retired liie, and no longer con¬ 
cern himfelf with public afFaiis. Conftantine received him 
with the greatell markji of honour and efteem, alligned him 
an apartment in Ins own palace, and commanded all his 
fubjefts to pay tin- fame obedience to the orders of his fa¬ 
ther-in-law, as to his own. But the reftlefs and turbulent 
fpirit of Maximian did not fuller him long to enjoy fo 
happy a fituation. Conftantine was then buhed in building 
a bridge over the Rhine ; which great undertaking {truck 
the neighbouring nations with inch terror, that they fent 
anibafl'adors to fuc lor peace, ollering to deliver up fome of 
tlieir cliicfs as liullagL’s atid pledges of their fiiicerity. How¬ 
ever, fume Franks liili continued in arms ; and againft thefe 
M. i.xiinian advtlcd Conftantine to march with a Imall body 
of fitrees, aiul leave the reft at Arelatum, now Arles. 

deligii was to make himfelf mailer of Conflantiiic’s 
"ta'iefiroj: ‘ C’’ and fcizc his provinces, if any misfortune flionhl 

I'tfal him, as there was room to believe there might, be be¬ 
ing attended only by a fmall army. Conflantine, not fiif- 
pefling the JealL treachery, followed the advice of his fa¬ 
ther-in-law, who marched part of the way with him, and 
then returned to Arles, where the emperor had left the 
flower of his troops. When lie thought him engaged in 
the enemy’s country, he fuddenly refumed the purple the 
third time, made himiclf irailer of the palace, feized on 
the treafurcs, dillributcd great part of them among the fol- 
diers who Mire prefent, and wrote to thofe who were ab- 
fent letters filled with molt hitter invedtives againft Con- 
llaiuine, inviting them with prorligious promifes, to follow 
the example ot the troops at Arles Conftantine was no 
fnmierinlormed of thefe tranfaQions, than he led back his 
army by land from the Rhine to Chalons, where he em¬ 
barked his forces on the Soane ; and landing them uncx- 
pedlcdly at Ailcs, lurprifed Maximian, before he was in a 
condition to oppofe him. The foldiers, who had declared 
lor Maximian, awed by the prefence of their lawful com¬ 
mander, returned to their duty, a fmall number excepted, 
who being Icduceil by the prefents and promifes of the 
ulurper, fled with him to Marleilles. Conftantine purfueJ 
them clofe, and arriving before the place, would have car¬ 
ried It by affitult, had not his fcaling-laddcrs unfortunately 
proved too fliort. This defedt obliged him to retreat; but 
in the mean time fome of the inhabitants having opened 

r.r‘w.p.\®;. Zof.Iib,ii.p. 673. Valef. 
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one of the gates to Conftantine’s foltTiers, they entered the 
city, feizcd on the ufurper, and carried him to Conftan- 
tine ; who after having reproached him with his treachery 
and ambition, and obliged him to quit the purple, not only 
granted his life, but fufl'ered him to continue in the fame 
palace. 

During thefe events, the troops in Africa revolting from Alexani 
Maxentius, declared Alexander, who commanded them in 
quality of lieutenant, emperor, and with the ufual cere- ' 

monies invelled him with the purple at Carthage. He was 
defcended of an ignoble and mean family in Phrygia, or, 
as Aurelius Vitlor alTerts, in Pannonia. All authors re- 
prefent him in every refpec'f unequal to fo great a charge, 
advanced in years, and dellitute of vigour, prudence, and 
courage. Befides, his troops confided chiefly of new le¬ 
vies, unacquainted with military difcipline, and in general 
without arms. However, as he had Maxentius for his lival, 
he maintained his ufurped authority for the fpace of three 
years at lead, fome of his Greek coins, which have reached 
us, being dated the fourth year of his reign '. 

The two following years are remarkable for nothing but 
the Panegyric on Condantinc, which Eumenius pronounced 
in a city fituated on a great river that falls into the Rhine, 
above Cologne, fuppofed to be Treves, which dands upon 
the Mofelle 


Maximian, no longer able to lead a private and retired 
life, refolved to attempt the recovery of his former power; 
but being apprehenfive that all his efforts would prove un- 
fuccelsful, while Condantine lived, he determined, in the 
fird place, to murder him ; and, in order to compafs this 
wicked purpofe, had recourfc to bis daughter Fauda, the 
wife of Condantine, uling his utmod endeavours, and all 
manner of carefles and intreaties, to prevail upon her to 
betray her hulband, and leave the door of the bed-chamber 
open. She promifed to comply with his requed, but im¬ 
mediately revealed it to Condantine, who, unwilling to 
condemn his father-in-law without fome undeniable proof 
of his guilt, placed one night an eunuch in his bed, and 
left the door of the chamber open. Maximian did not neg- 
ledt the opportunity, and entering the room about mid¬ 
night, killed the eunuch, crying out, as he retired, “ Con- 
ftantine is dead ; I am emperor.” But Condantine appear¬ 
ing that indant, attended by a guard, arreded him, and He is Sf- 
fliewed him the body of the eunuch. As he had been covered 

' andfeixtd. 
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chiefly encouraged to this excefs of wickednefs by the mild 
treatment which he had hitherto met with, and flill pro- 
mlfed himfelf, from Conllantine, that prince thought him- 
felf obliged, in his own defence, to put an end to the life 
and crimes of fuch an ambitious, implacable, and treacher¬ 
ous enemy. The only favour he granted him was the choice 
of his death, and he chofe the moft infamous and dif- 
graceful, which was that of hanging Such was the un¬ 
happy, but deferved end of Maximian, after he had reign¬ 
ed, with great glory, at lead twenty years, and lived, ac¬ 
cording to Viftor the younger, about fixty. Conflantine 
caufed all his (latues to be pulled down, his images defaced, 
and his inferiptions erafed, not fparing even fuch as were 
common to him vvith Dioclefian. 

Galcrius about this period was feized with a mod dread¬ 
ful didemper, an incurable ulcer in his privy parts ; which 
the Chridian writers aferibe to the divine vengeance, for 
his having perfecuted the church. This year Condantine 
waged war with the Alemans, the Brueterians, Cherufeans, 
Chamovians, and feveral other Geiman nations, who, after 
having attacked the Romans in feparate bodies, joined all 
their forces, and formed a very numerous and powerful 
army °. Condantine, not depending upon the relation of 
others, ventured in difguife into the midd of their army, 
pretending to be a deputy fent to them by the emperor. As 
he found they were afraid to rilk an engagement, and de- 
Cgncd to feparate, a dep which might have protrafled the 
war, he allured them, that the emperor was not then 
with Ills army ; a circumllance which they no fooner un- 
derdood, tli.ur they difmilTed the pretended envoy, and, 
without lofs r>f time, marched with all their forces againd 
tliL enemy. Conllantine received them at the head of his 
army, touted them at the fird onfet, and made a dreadful 
flaughter in the purl'uit. 

As the dillemper of Galcrius grew daily more violent, he 
began at length to aferibe it to the Jud vengeance of hea¬ 
ven, for Ins ernelties to the innocent Chridians, and im- 
nn diately pubiiHu d an cdiiil, ordering a flop to be put to 
tlie perlcv-Utien. Ibis edict was enacted in the name of 
three emperors, Galerius, Condantine, and Lieinius. 
IVlaxcntius was looked upon by Galerius as an enemy, and 
had rievci bi en acknowkged by him ; and as for Maximin, 
he either woulil not agree with the red to terminate the 
perfccution, or his name has been, through a midake of 
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the tranfcribers, omitted in the edift, as that of Licinius 
has been left out in molt editions of Eufebius, and even in 
the Latin tranflation by Rufinus. The edift, dated the 
twentieth year of the reign of Galerius, was publiflied at 
Nicomedia on the thirtieth of April, and the following Vr. of F), 
month his death was known in that city ; for he died, ac- »^ 59 - 
cording to the moll probable opinion, at Sardica, the me- 
tropolis of New Dacia, now known by the name of Sofia, ' 
or, as the inhabitants ftyle it, Triadizza p. Galerius had Hij 
reigned nineteen years, two months, and fome days. Be¬ 
fore he expired, he earneftly recommended to Licinius his 
w'ife Valeria, the daughter of Dioclefian, and Candidianus 
his natural fon. He was buried in the fame city where he 
was born, and afterwards deified with the ufual ceremo¬ 
nies 

Maximin was no fooner informed of the death of Gale¬ 
rius, than he haftened from the Ealt, where he then was, 
and entering Bithynia, made himfelf maftcr of all the 
countries beyond the Propontis. On the other hand, Li¬ 
cinius having aflemblcd his forces, marched to oppofe him; 
and the two armies encamped oppofite each other, one on 
the coaft of Afia, and the other in Europe. However, they 
came at length to an agreement •, and in a private interview, 
held in the flreights of Chalcedon, they entered into an 
ofFenfive and defenfivc alliance, which was confirmed with 
the moll folemn oatlis '. Maximin remained niafler of 
Bithynia, and Licinius of Thrace, the ftreights of Chalce- 
don being the common boundary between the two empires. 

Valeria, the widow of Galerius, though earneftly recom- Timfci. 
mended by him at the point of death to Licinius, chofe to 
withdraw into the dominions of Maximin, with her mother 
Prifea, the wife of Dioclefian, Candidianus, the natural 
fon of Galerius, and Severianus, the fon of Severus. 

Maximin treated Valeria for fome time, with the utmoft 
refpefl, honouring her with the title of mother; he alfo 
conceived a violent paftion for her, and even offered to re¬ 
pudiate his own wife, and marry her. Valeria, furprifed 
at this unexpe£led propofal, anfwered him with great free¬ 
dom, that the ftate and habit (he was in, the time of her 
mourning for the death of her hufband not being yet ex¬ 
pired, did not allow her to think of marriage ; that to her 
it feemed very ftrange he fliould put away a wife who had 
not given him the leall occafion of complaint; that fuch 

p Laft. Perf. cap. 35. p. 31. Eufebius, lib. viii, cap. 17. p. 
q Viil. Epit. p. 543. Birag. p. 444 • ' Euleb. lib, ix. cap,,^_ 
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conduCl ff3v(! her room to expert the like treatment ; and* 
in Ihort, that it was both unbecoming and unprecedented, 
in a per/bn of her rank, to entertain the leaft thought of a 
fccond marriage. Maximin was provoked to fuch a degree 
by this noble and generous anfwer, that changing his love 
into hatred and rage, he immediately banilhed both lier and 
her mother, ffized on all her effefts, and confined her do- 
meftics. He, upon falfe accufations, put her eunuchs to 
the rack, fcntenced to death feveral illullrious ladies who 
attended her, and among the reft two wives of feiiators. 
They were publicly executed atNicaea, upon the depofition 
of a Jew, who had accufed them of adultery. The peo¬ 
ple loudly complained of fuch cruel injuftice, and, tranf- 
ported with rage, vi'ould have torn in pieces Eratineus, the 
governor of that province, while he fat on his tribunal to 
condemn them, had he not been furrounded by a numerous 
body of foldiers, who with difhculry protedfed him againft 
the infults of the incenfed populace. 'J he Jew, their ac- 
cufer, being afterwards condemned to be crucified, acknow- 
leged on the ctefs their innocence, and his own guilt, in 
fuffering himfelf to be fuborned to acciife them ‘. Valeria, 
though confined in the deferts of iSyria, found means to 
acquaint her father Dioclefian with the miferable ftate file 
was in, who, moved with tendernels and conipaftion, de¬ 
puted feveral pcrfnns, and amongft the reft a kinlman of 
his own, an officer of great diftindlioii in the army, to in¬ 
treat Maximin, by all the obligations he ow'cd him, to re- 
Icafc his beloved daughter from her confinement, and allow 
him the fatisladlion of enjoying her company in his old 
age. But the tyrant was deaf to all intrealies ; and his 
unkindnela is faid to have hr.ftetied the death of the old 
emperor. 

Conftanlinc, in the mean time, w^ns bufily employed in 
vifiting the provinces under his government, lie arrived 
this year, the fixtli of his reign, at Autun ; and finding the 
inhabitants opprcHcd with taxes, not only forgave them 
V,hat they owed to the treafury fince his acceffion to the 
empire, but remitted above a fourth part of all impofts. In 
ackncuvlegement nf this favour, the city of Autun, coiifider- 
ing the emperor as their founder, took the name ofFJa- 
Via, which was the name of his family; and upon his re¬ 
turn to the place of his refidence, they fent Eumenius to 
return him thanks for his extraordinary kindnefs ; which 
il e oratrr did in a Ipeech that is ftill extant'. During 
thefe tranfaiftlons Maxentius, who reigned at Rome, under- 

» L.-.ft. Fcrf. cap. 39,40, p. 35, 35, 1 Paneg. S. p. 188, arc, 
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fflok the redu£lion of Africa, which had revolted, and de¬ 
clared Alexander emperor. Againfl; him Maxentius dif- 
patched Rufus, or Riifius Volufianus, probably the coiiM 
of this year, and one Zenus, a celebrated commander, who, 
in the firlt battle that was fought, routed Alexander’s 
troops, took him prifoner, and caufed him to be imme¬ 
diately ftrangled 

Thus ended the war in Africa; but not the calamities of Maxtxtiui 
that unhappy province: for Maxentius ordered the Afri- reducej 
cans, who were confiderable either for their birth or wealth, 
to be inhumanly put to death, and feized their ellates, pre- 
tending they had favoured the ufurper; and he com- Africa. 
manded Carthage, at that time one of the molt beautiful 
and llourilliing cities in the world, to be laid in afhes. 

Thus was the province of Africa utterly ruined. The in¬ 
habitants were reduced to beggary, and obliged, through 
fear of the tyrant, to abandon their native country, and 
take ihelter in the provinces of the other princes. Maxen¬ 
tius triumphed at Rome for the defeat of Alexander, or ra¬ 
ther for the deftruclinn of Carthage, and the ruin of 
Africa. But Rome and Italy were no lefs grievoully Romeand 
afflic'led hy the lewd, inhuman, and avaricious tyrant, than 
Carthage and Africa. Maxentius allov/ed his foldiers the 
fame unreilraiired liberty, or rather licentioufnefs, in which him. ^ 
he indulged himfelf, abandoning to them the honour, the 
lives, and the fortunes of the molt innocent perfons. By 
thefe means, Roms was in a fliort time reduced to a moft 
deplorable condition ; the fenators were Itripped of their 
eftates, and either baniflicd upon falfe accufations, or pub¬ 
licly executed; and the people fo loaded with taxes, that 
they were not able to purebafe the common necefla- 
rics, and great numbers of them died daily for want. He Thecruelt 
was greatly addicted to the ftudy of magic, which urged Maxen- 
him to many unaccountable cruelties, as he hoped to learn 
future events from the entrails of women, and innocent 
children ". A fire accidentally breaking out in the temple 
of Fortune, and the people flocking from all parts to extin- 
guifh it, a loldier uttered fome words uf raillery againft the 
unfortunate goddefs; which one of the populace hearing, 
killed the foldier on the fpot. His comrades, to revenge 
his death, fell fword in hand upon the people, and a dread¬ 
ful tumult enfued, in w'lnch an incredible number of per¬ 
fons loll their lives *. 

« Aur. Via. p. 516, Zof. lib. ii. p. 675. * Panegyr. 6, p. ijC. 

7 fiiifeb, p. 310. 
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Maxentius, elated with his fuccefs againft Alexander, 
tyrant of Africa, began to entertain thoughts of deftroying 
the other princes ; for he was often heard to fay, that he 
alone was emperor, and that the others were only his lieu¬ 
tenants, employed to defend and guard the confines of the 
empire againft the incurfions of the Barbarians. He re- 
folved to begin with Conftantine, under the plaufible pre¬ 
tence of revenging the death of his father Maximian 'b. He 
had then under his command a hundred and feventy thou- 
faiul foot, and eighteen thoufand horfe, moft of whom had 
ferved under his father, and confequently were enured to 
military toils and dangers. He had amafl'ed, by his extor¬ 
tions, great fums to defray the charges of a war, and pro¬ 
vided great magazines of provifion, having for that purpofc 
drained Africa, and the adjacent illands. He no fooner 
began to allemhle his troops, than Conftantine wrote to 
him, and, by laying before him the dreadful evils and cala¬ 
mities attending a civil war, endeavoured to divert him 
from his purpole. But Maxentius, who wanted only a pre¬ 
tence for ftripping Conftantine of his dominions, without 
liftening to his rernonllrances, caufed his ftatues to be 
pulled down, and his images to be defaced, pretending 
that he was determined at all events to revenge the death of 
his father. 

Conftantine, leaving a ftrong body of troops to guard 
the banks ol the Rhine, and prevent the Barbarians from 
breaking into tf.iul during his abfence, proceeded on his 
inarch to Italy, at the head of an army, confifting of ninety 
thoufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe. (Jf thefe only 
twenty-five thoufand were Romans, and the reft auxi¬ 
liaries ^ (F). He endeavoured to gain over Licinius, by 
promifing him his filter Conftantia in marriage; a cireum- 
llancc which gave fuch Jealoufy to Maximin, that he fent 
deputies to court the friendlhip of Maxentius, and entered 
into an alliance with him ; which however was kept fecret; 
for Conftantine was not apprifed of it till he became mafter 
of Rome, and faw the ftatue of Maximin placed clofe to 


y Znf. lib. ii. p, 67^. Aiir. 

jb.ii, i>. 676. 

(F) A panegyrift, in an ora¬ 
tion pronounced bet'ore him, 
fays, that hr engaged in this 
wir with a IniaUer aujnber of 


Vift. p. 526. * Zofi 

troops than Alexander had with 
him, when he went to attack 
the king of Perfia (I) ; that is, 
not quite forty thoufand men. 


(1) Pan. 6. p, 
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that of Maxentius Conftantine had inherited from his fa¬ 
ther fomeJove and elleem for the Chriftians; for the firft 
ufe he made of his authority was to rcllrain the perfecu- 
tion in the provinces where he commanded. However, he 
had not yet (hewn any inclination to embrace a religion 
which he both honoured and efteemed; but in the war 
with Maxentius, apprehending the abfolute neceflity of ex¬ 
traordinary affiftance from heaven, he began ferioufly to 
confider what deity he fhould implore as his guardian and 
protedlor. He revolved in his mind the fallacious anfwers 
given by the oracles to other princes, and the fuccefs that 
had attended his father Conftaiitius in all his wars, who 
defpifed the many gods worftiipped by the Romans, and 
acknowleged only one Supreme Being. 

To this God, therefore, he addrelTed himfelf with great 
humility and fervor, befeeching Him to make himfelf 
known to him, and to affift him in his prefent expedition. 
If we may credit Eufebius, heaven granted his prayer in a 
manner altogether miraculous. As he was marching at 
the head of his troops in the open fields, there fuddenly 
appeared to him, and the whole army, a little after mid¬ 
day, a pillar of light above the fun, in the form of a crofs, 
with this infeription, “ In this conquer.” The emperor 
was in great diflrefs about the meaning of this wonderful 
vifion, till the following night; when our Saviour appear¬ 
ing, with the fame fign that had been feen in the heavens, 
commanded him to caufe fuch another to be framed, and 
to make ufe of it in conquering his enemies. Next morn¬ 
ing Conftantine imparted to his friends what he had feen ; 
and fending for the ableft artificers and workmen, ordered 
them to frame a crofs of gold, and precious ftones, accord¬ 
ing to his directions (G). Being, after the miraculous vi- 


“ La£t. Perf. cap. 43. p. 37. 
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(G) This crofs is minutely 
dcfciibcd by Eufebius, who 
faw it (2). In a crown of gold 
at the top of the crofs was a fi¬ 
gure, confining of the two firft 
letters of the name of Chrill, 
according to the Greek ortho¬ 
graphy (3). This figure, on 
fume medals, is formed thus 
in others thus rji, and the 
ftandard thus marked, called 


labarum. When the troops in 
any part of the army began to 
give ground, the emperor caufed 
the ftandard with the crofs to 
be conveyed thither; and his 
faith, fays Eufebius (4), was re¬ 
warded with viftory, which be¬ 
gan on that fide where the 
greateft danger was apprehend¬ 
ed. Conftantine had the above 
mentioned vifion before he 


(>)Eufeb. Vit. Conif. lib. i. cap *7—31. p. 411—423. (3) B“- 

ron. ad Ann, cap. 31—413. (4) Eufeb. Vit. Conlt.lib. ii. p-447. 
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{ion, immutably determined to adore that God alone who 
had appeared to him, he fent for feveral bifliops, in order 
to be inflrucfted in the myfteries of their religion, and in 
feveral particulars of the late apparition. He received them 
with the iJtjnofi: refpeft, and believed what they told him 
of the divinity, incarnation, crofs, and death of our Sa¬ 
viour, rcnrlinp, with great attention, the holy Scriptures, 
and confulting in his doubts the bifliops, whom, for that 
purpofc, he kept conftantly about his perfon 

The converfion of Conflantine produced a great altera¬ 
tion in the church. The whole imperial familv foilowed, 
it feems, his example ; w'c are w'cll afliired that his mother 
Helen did; for though Theodoret writes, that fhe iiifpired 
her fon from his infancy with fentiments of piety yet 
Eufebius fays, in exprefs terms, that flae knew not the true 
God, till flic was induced by her fon to embrace the truth, 
and adhere to it. The zeal with wdaich Conllantia fliewed 
for the dottrinc of Arius, inclines us to believe, that fhe 
profefTed the Chrillian religion. 

Conltantine eroded the Alps without oppofition, till he 
arrived at Segufium, now Sofa ; which being fortified both 
bv nature and art, ;ind defended by a numerous garrifon, 
refufed to fuhmit. The emperor, having oidircd a general 
allault, and at the fame time the gates to be fet on fire, car¬ 
ried the place by florm; but wmuld not allow it to be 
plundered, nor fufTir the inhabitants to be injured in their 
jives cr fortunesthough Zofiniiis writes, that he laid in 
ruins all the cities that prefumed to oppofe him'. From 
Segufium he marched to Augufla raurinorum, now Turin, 
in the neighbourhood of which place he was oppofed by a 
mimerous army of the enemy, whofe eavalry, armed cap- 
a-pc, fell upon him with a fury hardly to be e.xprtfl'ed ; but 
Conllantine ordering his ranks to open and receive them, 


•> Eufeh. Vit. Conft. lib. i. cap. jj. p. 4.1^, 414. ^ Theodor, 

lib. i. cap. 17. p. 5C3. a Kufeb. Vit. ConIt. lil). i. cap. 37. p. 416. 

' Zof. lib. ii. p. 676. 


pafled the Alps to make war 
upon IM.ixcmius, and confe- 
Hueiiily 111 Gaul ; but as to the 
piecile place, we are quite at a 
fills. Ij.diifuis conipl.iiiis of the 
iirciigicius temerity of [acobiia 
Oe.clius, ulio in his Xhefaurus 
iNutiiifm. Aiuiquor. is pleafed 
to dyle the whole account of 


this miraculous apparition a 
pious fiction. To imagine a 
writer of Eufehius’s charafter 
guilty of fuch tolly, impu¬ 
dence and prefumption, is, in 
our opinion, carrying feepti- 
cifm and incredulity to too great 
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they were furrounded on all Tides, and, unwieldy as they 
were, pulled olFtheir liorles, and killed, without the lofs of 
a fingie man ffii Conftantine’s fide, d he reft of the army 
was cafily routed, and pnrfued with great llaughter to the 
gates of Tin in ; which the citizens fliut againft them, but 
opened to Conftantine, whom they received with the 
greateft denionftrations of joy. All the cities between the 
1*0 and the Alps followed their example, fending deputies 
with plenty of provifions to the conqueror, and allifting him 
to the utmoft ol theirpower againft Maxentius, whofe cruel¬ 
ties and tyranny they iletefted h From Turin he marched 
to Milan, which he entered without oppolition. Having 
jiad'cd a (cw days in this place, he purfued his march to 
Trefcia, where he was encountered by a numerous body of 
horfc, who being routed at the firft onfet, retired in great 
confufion to Verona, the place appointed for the gener.al 
rendezvous of all the troops of Maxentius. They were 
very numerous, and commanded by Pvuricius Pompeianiu., 
an experienced officer, captain of the guards to Maxeiuiiu;, 
who, not daring to venture a battle, iliut himfelf up in Ve¬ 
rona, with part of his troops. 

Conftantine, having palled llic Adige a great diftance l^erona i. 
above that city, invefted it with his whole army. Po/n- 
peianus made a vigorous fally ; but being repulfed with 
great lofs, he efeaped in the night, and fooii after returned 
with a numerous army, which he had ailcmblcd with in¬ 
credible expedition. Conftantine, receiving intelligence of 
liis approach, left part of his troops to purfue the fiege, and 
marched with the reft to give liim battle. An engagement Maxen- 
enfued, which lafted almoft the whole night; but atlen^h ttus'i armj 
the troops of Pompeianus were utterly defeated, and the ti^Jeated. 
general himfelf was killed. The city of Verona, after a i^cron 
vigorous refiftance, furrendered at diferetion, and Conftan- ,akea 
tine, contrary to their expeftatioii, granted them their 
lives ; but that his own troops might not be employed in 
guarding them, as they were very numerous, he caufed 
chains tu be made of their fwords, and confined them in 
two prifons. During the fiege of Verona, Conftantine de¬ 
tached part of his troops to attack Aquileia, Mutina, and andfe'vt- 
feveral other cities, which readily fubmitted. Thus he be- ’'o{’‘thtr 
came mafter of all the places between the Alps and Rome, 
the deliverance of which city from the tyranny of Maxentius 
he confidered of the utmoft confequence. 

He iheiefore bent bis inarch thither, and approached CsttfianUne 

the city with all his forces. His approach roufed Ma.xcn- “/’/’'■oacArj 

Rome, 


tiuS| 


t Panegyr, 6, 7, p, 13S. 166, & feq. 
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tins, who had abandoned himfelf to eafe, and wallowed in 
all manner of debaucheries, ftifling the unwelcome tidings 
that were daily brought to him of the defeat of his troops 
and the progrefs of Conllancine- He caufed a bridge of 
boats to be laid over the Tiber, a little above the Milvian 
bridge, now Ponte Molle, fo contrived that it could be 
eafily loofeiied ; and he charged the engineer to disjoin it 
when Coiillantine fhould be upon it in his paflage. But 
the emperor encamped in a fpacious plain, oppofite the 
Milvian bridge, hoping to draw Maxentius out of Rome, 
and tempt him to venture a general engagement, being 
well apprifed, that if he kept within the city, which was 
plentifully fupplied with provifions, the befieging him there 
would prove a dangerous undertaking, and protra£f the war 
to a great length. Maxentius, however, ordering his 
troops to encamp betw^een the Milvian bridge and the city, 
in order to prevent Conftantine from approaehing the walls, 
did not ftir out of his palace, till he was frightened from 
it by an inaufpicious omen, which obliged him to repair 
with his wife and fon to the houfe of one of his friends 
On the twenty-eighth of Oftober, Maxentius, wbo then 
ended the fixlh year of his reign, exhibited, notwithftand- 
ing the danger that threatened him, magnificent (hews in 
the circus; and having caufed the Sibylline books to be 
confulted, had this anfwer, that the great enemy of 
Rome was doomed to perifh that very day. This expref- 
fion he interpreted to mean Conftantine ; therefore, quit¬ 
ting the city without delay, he croffed the bridge, lately 
thrown over the Tiber, and chofe for the field of battle a 
place called Saxa Rubra, or the Red Rocks, about nine 
miles from Rome, drawing up his numerous army between 
the enemy and the river. 

Conlfantinc, overjoyed to find that Maxentius had march¬ 
ed out of the city, immediately advanced againft him ; and 
having encouraged his men with certain hopes of viftory, 
ordered the fignal for battle to be given. At the firft onfee 
the Romans and Italians in the army of Maxentius, out of 
hatred to the tyrant, fled with precipitation, but the others, 
chiefly the prxtorian guards, the minifters of his tyranny, 
Rood their ground, and fought with great refolution ; fo 
Yr. of FI. ^bat the vidfory remained doubtful, till Maxentius’s ca- 
^6o. being broken, the tyrant abandoned the field to fave 

U C.'io6o bis bridge of boats, and return to the city". 

_________ All authors agree that, falling into the Tiber with his hoife 


E Paneg. 7. p. 145. h z^f. ijb, jj 

PailEgyr. 6, 7, p. 14^, 170, La£l. p, jg. 
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and armour, he was drowned with many of his men, and 
fomc of his chief officers. His body being found ne.\t 
day in the muitj^onftantine ordered his head to be ftruck 
"in order to exhibit it to the Roman people, who had 
not yet teftified any joy for his death, apprehending it 
might be only a falfc report, fpread on purpofe to difcover 
their inclination and real fentimentsThe fame day, 
which was the 29th of Oftober, Conflantine, cauCng the 
head of Maxentius to be carried on a pole before his army, 
made his public entry into the city, attended by the fenate 
in a body, and by infinite crouds of people, who flocked 
from all parts to behold, and welcome with loud fhouts of 
joy, their new prince and deliverer. 

The people demanded, with great importunity, the death 
of fome of the tyrant’s chief minifters, but could not pre¬ 
vail upon the emperor to comply with their demands, and 
gratify their revengeful temper. All the troops of Maxen¬ 
tius were immediately difarmed ; but Conflantine reflorcd 
them, foon after, to their former condition, and employed 
them againfl the Ifarbarians on the banks of the Rhine and 
the Danube. 

The prietorian guards he either difbanded or reduced to 
the rank of common foldiers, caufing their camp, which 
had been begun by .Sejanus, in the reign of Tiberius, to 
be utterly demolifhedUpon the death of Maxentius, 
incredible numbers of informers llarted up to accufe fuch 
as bad adhered to that tyrant. But Conflantine flifled their 
.icenfations by a law, in which he declared all informers, 
and fuch as attempted to diflurb the peace and tranquility 
of private perfons with unjufl fuits, guilty of death '. He 
reflored the fenate to its former luflre and authority, filling 
it with perfon.s of the greatefl merit, chofen out of all the 
provinces under his dominion. He recalled thofe who had 
been banifhed by Maxentius; fet at liberty all he had con¬ 
fined, and, by a general edifl, remitted, without diftinc- 
tion, whatever punifhment had been infli£led upon them 
by Maxentius 

The fenate decreed him the firft place among the empe¬ 
rors, though claimed by Maximin, and a triumphal arch, 
M'hich is llill Handing, and was raifed, as we read in the 
infeription, in honour of Conflantine, for having by divine 
inflintl, and with extraordinary courage, delivered the re¬ 
public from the tyrant and his whole fatlion. In the fame 
infeription, Conflantine is llyled the deliverer of Rome, 

• ZeC p, 677. Zof, lib. ii. p. 677. Aur. Vi£t. p. 516. 

Cod. Tbeodot. iii.p. 430, 431. Panegyr. 6 , p. 137. & 7. p. 175. 

and 
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and tlic author of the public tranquility. As lie aferibed 
the late viftory, and all his other fuccelTes, not to his own 
conduft or ftrength, but to God alone, fffml after his entry 
into Rome he caufed a flatue to be crefled to himfelf, hold¬ 
ing a crofs in the right hand, with an infeription, import- 
ing, that under the influence of that vidlorious and falutary 
fign, he had delivered the city from the tyrannical yoke 
under which it groaned, and refloied the fenate and peo¬ 
ple of Rome to their ancient liberty and fplenrior. About 
the month of November of this year 312, an cdicl was 
ilTued in his name, and in the name of Liciniiis, putting 
an end to the violent perfecution which had been begun by 
Idloclcfian, apd had raged with incredible fury in niofl pro¬ 
vinces of the empire for thefpace of ten years. This edicb 
was fent by the two emperors to Maximin, the moR implac¬ 
able enemy the Chriflians ever had, accompanied by a letter 
from Conllantine, acquainting them with the miraculous 
aflittance he had received from heaven, and the vidlory he 
had gained over the tyiyint Maxentius. As Maximin yet 
pretended to live in fricndlliip and amity with Conflantine 
and Licinius (for the letter was ligned by both princes), 
notwithlhmding his hatred to the Chriflians, he publifhed 
in their favour the decree which is related at length by 
Eufebius ", and feems to have been enadled this year. 

The indiiTions, that is, a cycle or revolution of fifteen 
years, employed in reckoning time, are funpofed to have 
begun about the end of the prefent year :;i2. The origin 
of this cycle, and the etymology of its name, hadoccafion- 
ed great difputes among modern writers (H). 

During the war between Conftantine and Maxentius in 
the Weft, Maximin, who had enjoyed a profound tran¬ 
quility in the Eaft ever lince his agreement with Licinius, 
ag.iin began the perfecution, which the edifl of Galerius, 
in favour of the Chriflians, had obliged him to interrupt 


** Lufeb. lib. in. cap. 9. p. 369. 


(II) The reader will find in 
Du Cange a lift of the authors 
who have written on this fub- 
jeft(i). Conftanftnc having 
reduced the time, which the 
Romans were obliged to ferve, 
to fifteen years, fays Baronius, 
he was confequently obliged 

(i) Vide Chi on. Pafehale, 
lif, aun. ibSS. 


every fifteen years to impofe, 
or iudicere, according to the 
Latin exprelfion, an extraor¬ 
dinary tax for the paying thofe 
who were difeharged; and 
hence came this new cycle, 
which, from the Latin word/a- 
dicere, was ftyled/W/A'ua (2), 


feu Alexandrin, ex edit. Cangiana, Pa- 
(z) Baaon, ann. 311. 


for 
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for fome time. In a refcript, addreffed to the inhabitants 
of'J’yrc, he had beaded of the happinefs of his reign, 
which, he bii dniThl never been interrupted or difliiirbed by 
wars, florins, dearth of provifions, contagions, or earth¬ 
quakes. This exemption from the evils that afflifted other 
parts of the empire, he aferibed to the great care he took in 
jiromoting the worfhip of the gods, and perfecuting, with 
lire and fword, their enemies the Chridians. But the very 
next winter proving uncommonly dry, the drought pro¬ 
duced a famine, and the famine occalioned a dreadful 
plague, attended with naufeous fores, which breaking out 
in the face, and efpecially about the eyes, deprived an infi¬ 
nite number of men, women, and children of fight. To 
the famine and plague that ravaged the dominions of Maxi- 
min with a fury hardly to be exprelfed, was added a de- 
dtuffive war : for the tyrant, attempting to oblige the 
i\rmenlans, who had embraced the Chridian religion, to 
oder vielims to his falfe deities, forced them to take arms 
in their own defence, and, from ancient friends and allies, 
to become enemies of the Roman people and empire". 
'J'his mud be underdood of Armenia Major ; for the peo¬ 
ple of Armenia Minor were not allies, but fubjefts of the 
empirci This is the fird indance we find in hidory of a 
religious war, or a war undertaken for the fake of religion. 
As to the iiTue of it, we are only told, that Maximin and 
his army fuffered much, our hidorian being wholly employ¬ 
ed in deferibing the iiiexprcflible mileries that attended the 
pl.igue .iiid the famine in all the provinces fubjeft to Maxi¬ 
min, ,inil the charitable condudl of the Chiidians towards 
their greated enemies during the time of their didrefs p. 

The next confuls were Condantine and Licinius, both 
for the thiril time. The former did not, it feems, remain 
at Piome above two months, as appears from a law which 
he publilhed at Milan, dated the tenth of March i. He 
was met in that city by Licinius, who married his fider 
Condantia, betrothed to him before his war with Maxen- 
tius^ They both wrote to Dioclefian, inviting him to 
afild at that folemnity ; but he begging to be excufed on ac¬ 
count of his age, they highly refented his refufal, and fent 
him a fecond letter, filled with menaces, which haftened 
his death ; for he died in the month of July of this year 
313. The two emperors, in this interview, enadfed an 
edidl in favour of the Chridians, which is related at length 

' Eufeb. lib. ix cap. 7. p. 353, 354, 355, p Idem ibid. p. 

35 j—357- S Cod. TlieodBl. tom. v. p. 114. r La£t. Perf. 

cap. 45. p. 38. Vifl. tpit. p. 54J. Zof. lib, ii, p. 677. Anony/n. p. 473. 
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by Eufcbius Conftantine was foon obliged to leave Mi¬ 
lan, and haften into Gaul tooppofe the Franks, who break¬ 
ing the treaty which they had made a v,years before, 
were aflembling their forces with a defign to invane the Ro¬ 
man dominions. The emperor arrived while they were 
preparing to pafs the Rhine ; but finding they withdrew 
as he approached, he retired with his army, leaving a body 
of troops concealed among the woods at a fmall diftaiice 
from the river. The Franks no fooner heard of his de¬ 
parture, than they repafTed the R.hine ; when the Romans, 
riling uncxpeftcdly out of their ambufeade, attacked them 
before they could draw up their forces, cut great numbers 
of them in pieces, and obliged the reft to repafs the river 
in the utmoft confufion. Conftantine, not allowing them 
time to recover themfcives from their confternation, entered 
their country, laid wafte their latids, burnt their habita¬ 
tions, and having taken an incredible number of captives, 
expofed them all to be devoured by the wild beafts in the 
Ihews which he exhibited on account of his vitlory'(l). 
For this victory he afTnmcd the title of Francicus Con- 
ft.mtine was in the months of November and December 
of this year, at Treves; during which time the panegyric 
of the anonymous writer is thought to have been pronounc¬ 
ed *, in which the orator extols the vitflory w'hich he had 
lately gained over Maxentius; atid in the conclulion of his 
fpeech addrclles himfelf to the great and only true God ; 
but at the fame time plainly fhews, that he had not yet 
wholly renounced the fuperftitious ceremonies of the Gen¬ 
tiles. He obferves, that certain Barbarians, who inhabited 
a diftaiit country, had fubmitted to Conftantine ; but as to 
th IS particular there is a profound lilence among hiftorians. 

In the courfeof this year Conftantine granted great privileges 
to catholic churches in Africa, which province had fubmitted 
upon the news of the death of Maxentius. Iiiarcfcript addrelT- 
ed to Anulinus, whom he had appointed proconful of Africa, 
he commands him to exempt the clergy belonging to the 
catholic church, of which Ctecilianus, billiop of Carthage, 


' Eufeb. lib. x. cap. 5. p, 3«g. i Valef. Rcr. Frsne. lib. i, 

p. 23. 15. u Cod. Theod. Chronol. p. 7. w I’ancgyr, 6. 


(T This feverity towards a 
perfidious and faithlefs enemy, 
ivlioin no ties could bind, is 
cuaiinended by his panegyrill; 
but whether itanfwers the cha- 
ra.ftcr ot a mild, generous, and 
beiiclicent prince, which all the 


writers of thofe times give him, 
is what we leave our readers to 
judge. Cruelty, even towards 
an enemy, however treacher¬ 
ous, was not, at leaft, counte¬ 
nanced by the religion which 
he profelfcd. 
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was the head, from all civil employments, that they might 
not be divert ed fr om the facred funffions of their ofhec. 
Nothing. in that refeript, fpeaking of the clergy, 

will more contribute to the welfare of the hate, than thei-r 
applying themfelves wholly to the worfhip of God*. This 
ordinance was notified by Anulinus to Csecilianus, as ap¬ 
pears from his anfwer to Conftantine, dated the fifteenth of 
April of the year 313. As this exemption was granted 
only to the catholic clergy, the heretics, probably the Do- 
natifts, attempted to dilturb them in the enjoyment of it; 
a circumltance which obliged Conftantine to confirm the 
privileges be had granted them by a new edict, dated the 
twenty-firft of October of this year. 

When Conftantine left Milan to oppofe the Franks, who 
threatened to invade Gaul, Licinius returned to Illyricum, 
where he was foon after attacked by Maximin, vi'ho, taking War be- 
umbrage at his marrying the filler of Conftantine, and jea- t-ween Li- 
Ions of the good underftanding that fubfifted between thole 
two princes, refolved to deftroy them, and to begin with 
Licinius, whole ruin he hoped to compafs, while the other 
was employed in Gaul againft the Franks and Germans. 

With this view, he haftily aflembled his forces ; and, leav¬ 
ing Syria, marched in the depth of winter into Bithynia ; 
and from thence pafting into Thrace, belieged Byzantium, 
which, after having held out eleven days, was obliged to 
furrender. He attacked Heraclea next, which made a 
vigorous defence, but was in the end taken by ftorm. In 
the mean time, Licinius, having colleiTcd a body of forces, 
took the field, not with a defign to venture an engagement 
(for he had with him only thirty thoufand men, whereas 
Maximin’s army was twice that number), but to ftop the 
progrefs of his conquefts. However, the two armies meet¬ 
ing between Heraclea and Adrianopolis, Licinius, if we 
may give credit to Ladlantius f, was encouraged in a dream Lidulut'i 
to give the enemy battle, and aflured of viftory, provided dream nr 
he implored the afliftance of the true God by a prayer 
which was fuggefted to him in his fleep. Licinius remem¬ 
bered it when he awaked, difilated it to his fecretary, and 
caufed many copies of it to be dillributed among his fol- 
diers, whom he took care to acquaint with his vifion; 
which infpired them with frelh courage, and an eager de- 
fire of engaging the enemy, over whom they promifed 
themfelves certain vidlory, fince Heaven had declared in 
their favour. This prayer is related at length by Laflan- 
tius. Licinius defigned to give battle on the firft of May, 

* Euleb. lib, xx. cap. 6, p. 3gz. y La£l. Perf cap, 46. p. 39. 

H 2 tbe 



ICO 


'The Roman H'^ory. 


Regains a 
iomf'lete 
•Vl^ory 
over Ma- 
xir/tin. 


Lici/tiuj 
becomes 
fnaficr of 
ah Bitky- 
lua. 


the day on which Maximin ended the eighth year of his 
reign. But Maximin having drawn up hj^i,?rmy in order of 
battle, on the laft day of April, Licinius cbbl'’-”'?rle»ger 
decline the engagement. 

When the two armies were in prefence of one another, 
the officers and foliliers of Licinius, quitting their fhields 
and helmets, with their hands lifted up to heaven, repeated 
three times the above mentioned prayer. Afterwards the 
two princes had an interview; but Maximin lejeifling all 
terms, they parted, and ordered the figiia) for battle to be 
given. Zofmius writes, that Licinius’s men at firit gave 
ground, and retired; but foon after returned to the charge, 
and obtained a viiltory^. But Laffantius and Eufebius tell 
us, that the army of Maximin was put to flight at the very 
firlt onfet, ami purfued with great flaughter by tbe con¬ 
queror. Moll of his troops, elpecially the legions, were 
killed, and the reft, his guartls not excepted, abandoning 
him, fubniitted to Licinius. Maximin hiinfclf, quilting 
his purple robes, fled in the dirguife of a Have ; and crolf- 
iiig the Bofporiis, reached Nicemedia on the firft of May 
about fun-fet, having in the fpace of tvi'cnty-four hours 
travelled an hundred and fixty miles, lie did not halt at 
Nicomeilia ; hut taking with him his wife and children, 
continued his flight into Cappadocia, where he rcfunied the 
purple, being joined by foine troops that were marehiiig 
from Syria to his affiftance. 

Liciniini entering Bithynia a few days after the battle, 
was received,in every place vvith the greateft demonltra- 
tions of joy, efpecially at Nicomedia, where he caufed fo- 
lemu thanks to be returned to the Almighty for the fuccefs 
with which he had blelfed his arms; and then ordered the 
eiliiff, which had been enacted by him and Conftantine at 
Milan, in favour of the Chriltians, to be publifhed. Then 
he left Nicomedia, and purfuing Maximin, arrived at the 
ftreights of mount Taurus, where he had rcfolved to make 


a (land ; but his courage failing him at the approach of the 
vidtorious army, he retired with precipitation to Tarfus, 
propofing to pafs from thence into Egypt, and raife a new 
army in that country. But diftrufting his troops, and ap¬ 
prehending they defigned to deliver him iip to Licinius, he 
7/ie unite- hnce he found no means of making bisefcape, to 

touniable dcftroy himfelf with poifon ; which however had not the 
diflimper oj defired effedl, but brought upon him a dreadful diftemper, 
Maximin. the unaccountable fymptoms of which are deferibed at 


’ Eufeb, lib. ix. cap. lo. p. 363. 

length 


» Zof. lib. ii. p. 677. 
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length by Eufebius and Ladlantius "j who afcribe it to di¬ 
vine vengeance. At length it put an end to his life at Tar- pj 

fus in Cilicia^^trowt the middle of Auguft, after he had 1661. 
,5efgli?ini!H^years with the title of C<efar, and five years A. D. 313, 
and fix months with that of AugultusHe left feveral ^ C. 1061. 
children, whom he had created Caefars, as appears from 
feveral ancient coins '*; but their names are not recorded by 
hiftorians. 

By his death, Licinius became matter of all the eaftern 
provinces; fo that the whole empire was divided between 
him and Conttantine. Maximin was declared by the edi£ls 
of the two furviving princes a public enemy. His ftatues 
were pulled down, his images defaced, his name was rafed 
nut of all public inferiptions, and fuch monuments as had 
been ercfled to his honour, were levelled with the ground. 

His children and relations were fentenced to death, and AH hh 
publicly executed ; his wife was thrown into the Orontesr/- 
at Antioch, and drowned; all his miiiifters and favourites 
were involved in his ruin, and among the rett Culcianus, 
who had put a great number ot Lhriltians to death 111 i,j Uciaiui. 
Egypt; Firmilianus, who had fignalized his hatred againtt 
them in Paleftine; and Pcuccces, whom the tyrant had 
favoured above the rett, and created three times conful. 

Licinius caufed likewife a celebrated magician, named 
U'heotechnes, and all his alTociates, to be publicly executed 
at Antioch, after having obliged them to difeover the im- 
poftures, with which they had led attray the ignorant po¬ 
pulace, and excited againtt the Cluiftians Caiididianus, 
th c Ion of Galcrius, being introduced to Licinius at Nico- 
media, was received with great demonftrations of kindnefs, 
and treated for fomc time in a manner fuitableto his rank; 
bill when he thought himfelf fafe, he was, by order of Li¬ 
cinius, murdered with ■Severianus, the fon of Severus. 

Valeria, the daughter of Dioclefian, and widow of Gale- 
rius, who had adopted Candidianus, was no fooner inform¬ 
ed of his death, than ttie withdrew from Antioch with her 
mother Prifea, and wandered about in difguife, and undif- 
covered, for the fpace of fifteen months; but being at 
laft difeovered at '1 heffalonica, fhe was leized, and by Li- 
cinius's order publicly executed with her mother, and both The death 
their bodies thrown into the fea h Thus were the families of Valeria 
of Dioclefian, Galerius, and Maximin, entirely cut olTand 
exterminated. 

t" Euttb. lib. ix. cap. 10. p. 361. ' Chron. Alex. p. 456, 

i Norris de Licin. cap. ». p. 48. * Eufeb. lib. ix. cap. 11. 

p. 366, 367, Si dc Pall. cap. lE, p. 34Z, t Eufeb. cap. 50, 51. 
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The next confuls were Rufius VoluGanus the fecond 
time, and Annianus. Conllancine pafled the firft months 
of this year at Treves, as appears from of feveral 

laws®. By one, which was publifhed at Rome cm”the 
twenty-fourth of April, he declared all thofe free who had 
been condemned to llavery by Maxentius, commanding, 
under the fevereft penalties, thofe who held them in capti¬ 
vity to rellore them forthwith to their ancient liberty. From 
Treves the emperor pafled to Arles, where he ordered a 
general council of all the bifliops of the Weft to meet, in 
order to fupprefs the Donatifts, who had railed great di- 
fturbances in the church’’. He was obliged to leave Gaul 
before the bifliops met, a war breaking out between him 
and Licinius, of which hiftorians give us but a confufed 
account, fome charging Licinius as the author of it, and 
others blaming Conftantine. The anonymous writer, whom 
we have often quoted, condemns I,iciiiius. According to 
him, Conftantine had married his filler Anaftafia to Baftia- 
nus, whom he defigned to create Cwfar, and appoint go¬ 
vernor of Italy; but unwilling to take this Itep without the 
approbation of Licinius, he difpatched Conftantius, to ac¬ 
quaint him with his defign and obtain his confent. But 
having dilcovered, at the fame time, that I.irinius attempted 
to ftir up Baflianus againft him by means of Senccio, the 
brother of Baflianus, he upbraided Licinius with treachery, 
and infifted upon his delivering up Senecio, who had taken 
refuge in his court. 


Licinius was fo far from complying with his requeft, that 
he caufed his ftatues to be pulled down in jUmona, a city 
of Upper Pannonia. Conftantine, thus provoked, having 
fpeedily afl'embled a body of twenty thoufand men, march¬ 
ed into lllyricum, hoping to furprife Licinius. But he 
found him already in the field, with an army far more 
numerous than his own. However, he advanced into Pan¬ 
noma; and the two armies meeting in the neighbourhood 
Uemui of Cibal*, an engagement enfued, in which Licinius was 
in defeated, with the lofs of twenty thoufand of his bell 
annonia , iroops. Jt appears from Zolimus, who relates the moll 
minute particulars of this battle, that it was fought on the 
eighth of Odlober3i4’. Licinius fled to Sirmium, and 
from thence, with his wife, his children, and treafurcs, 
into Dacia, where he railed Valens, one of his officers, to 
the dignity of Csfar. From Dacia he pafled into Thrace, 


r Cod, Theodof. Chronol. p. 8, 9. •> Concil. tom. i. p. i4.;i, 

* Anonym, p 473. Zof. Jib. i. p. 678. Eutrop- p. 588. Euieb. 
p. 210, Vift. Epit. p. 543. 
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and aflembled a fecond army, more numerous and power¬ 
ful than the former. In the mean time, Conftantine made 
him felf mj^f^ ^j/^nTlBibalae and Sirmium ; and having caufej 
-ifie bridge over the Save to be repaired, which Licinius had 
ordered to be broken down, he purfued the enemy into 
Thrace. Upon his arrival at Philippopolis, he met a de¬ 
putation from Licinius, with propofals for an accommoda¬ 
tion ; but Conftantine infifting upon his depofing Valt-ns, 
and Licinius obftinately refufing to comply with that 
article, a fecond battle w.as fought in the plains of Mardia anJ in 
in Thrace, which continued from morning to night, when Ihracts 
both armies retired, according to Zoftmus, without any 
confiderable advantage on either fide. Aurelius Vidlor, 
and the anonymous author of Conftantine’s life, write, that 
Conftantine would have gained a complete viftory, had not 
night intervening, favcd Licinius’s army from utter de- 
ftrudlion. 

Next day Licinius fent Meftrianus, who is ftyled Comes 
or Count to Conftantine, to negociate a peace, which was 
concluded upon the following terms : i. That Valens ftiould ‘fhf ar- 
be forthwith depofed, and reduced to his former condition, tic/ei of 
2. That Syria, Egypt, Libya, Afia, Thrace, Mctfia, and the tAnr a- 
lefler Scythia, ftiould remain in the pofteflion of Licinius; 
hut that Illyricum, Dardania, Macedon, Greece, and Moefia, 
fhould be yielded to Conftantine. Mtcfia is named in both 
divifionsj there being then two provinces of that name, one, 
known at prefent by the name of Servia, belonging to Il¬ 
lyricum, and the other, now Bulgaria, to Thrace. Peace 
being concluded, the two emperors entered the following 
year, 315, on their fourth confulftiip. Conftantine, as ap¬ 
pears from the dates of fcveral laws, pafled the greateftpart 
of this year in Illyricum and Greece, which had been ceded 
to him by the late treaty. From Illyricum he went to Aqui- 
leia, and from thence to Rome, where he was, on the 
twenty-fifth of Auguft, and the thirteenth of September, as 
appears from a law addrefled to Probinus, or rather Pro¬ 
bianus, proconful of Africa, and from an ediilft to the 
people of Rome On the eighteenth of 0 £lober, he was 
at NailTus in Dacia ; for the law bears that date, which he 
publifhed there, forbidding, under pain of being burnt 
alive, the Jews, and their patriarchs, to moleft fuch as 
fhould abandon their fe£I to embrace the true religion, and 
inflidling fevere punifhments on thofe who fhould embrace 
the Jewifti faith. Conftantine pafled almoft the whole year 
cnfuing in Gaul; for on the eleventh of January he was at 

Tbcod. Chronol. p. io. 
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TrcFcs, on the fourteenth of May at Vienne in Dauphiiiy, 
and on the thirteenth of Auguft at Arles, where his wife 
Faufta was delivered of a fon, whom f oi fi s ^e to be Con- 
llantine his eldeft fon, and others to be his ytJWJgCTT fe-n 
Conftans. In the month of Odober of this year, the em¬ 
peror, being at Milan, heard the complaints of the Dona- 
tifts againft Caecilianus bifliop of Carthage'; and on the 
fourth of December at Sardica, vi'here he enaded a law, 
commanding pcrfons even of the greateft diflindion, when 
guilty of rapes, extortions, or other enormous crimes, to 
be tried by the governors of the provinces, and executed, 
without being allowed to appeal to the governor of Rome, 
or the emperor. This feverity was judged necefl'ary to check 
the infolence of the nobility, who opprefTed the people in 
a mofl tyrannical manner, efpecially in the remote pro¬ 
vinces. 

In the following year Conftantine and Licinius agreed to 
create three Ctefars, namely, Crifpus and Condantine, the 
fons of the emperor Conftantine, and I.icinius or Licinia- 
nus, the fon of Licinius by Coriftantia, the fifltr of Con- 
ftantinc. This promotion was made, according to the bell 
chronologcrs, on the firft of March, and was afterwards 
notified to the armies, and publifhed in all the cities of the 
empire"*, ft he fon of Licinius is ftyled on the ancient 
coins Valerius Licinianus Licinius, and alfo Licinius the 
Younger, and was but an infant twenty months old, when 
railed to the dignity of Csfar". Crifpus, Conftantine’s fon 
by his firft wife, was born, according to fnme, in the year 
^00, according to others in 296, lo that he was at this time 
in the feventeenth or twenty-firll year of his age “. Con- 
ftantine hail committed the care of his education to the ce¬ 
lebrated Ladfantius, a perfon equally capable of inftrudfing 
him in the fciences, and infpiring him M'ith fentiments of 
piety. Eulebius ftyles him “ an excellent prince, a prince 
beloved of Heaven, a fon in no refpc£1: inferior to his fa¬ 
ther'*.” He is called in the ancient inferiptions Flavius 
Valerius Julius Crifpus 1. ft'his year was born, according 
to the common opinion, on the feventh, or as others main¬ 
tain, on the thirteenth of Auguft; in lllyricum, and accord¬ 
ing to fome in the city of birmium, Cnnftantius, Conftan- 
line’s fecond fon, by Faufta, the fifter of Maxentius '. Con- 
ftjntine fpent the following year, when l.icinius was conful 

' Cod. 1 head. Ctironol. p. ,3. m Anonym, p. 4.74. Zof. lib. ii. 
p. 679. Hier. Chron. Liban. Orat. iii. p, iii. " Vifl. Epit. 

° 7.0L p. 679 Panepyr. 7. p. 177. P Eufeb. lib.*, 
cap. g. p. 39X, q Golte. p. ijg. i Cod- Theodof. Chronol. 

p. 13. Du Cange Byzaiit. Famil, p. 47. 
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the fifth time with Ciifpus, partly in Illyriciim, anJ partly 
in the neighbourhood of Rome, and revived the ancient Ro¬ 
man law ngj^friywriicides, which had been abrogated by 
yoiftpey’SOrrTjreat, comprehending under the name of par¬ 
ricide the murder, not only of a father and mother, but 
likewife of a fon. 

Conftantine pafled this and the three following years in 
Illyricum ; and by feveral laws, addrefl'cd to the governors 
of Rome, and to the Roman people, endeavoured to reform 
many abufes which had long prevailed in the metropolis of 
the empire. By one of thefe laws, publifhed at Rome on Laws »■ 
the firft of February, he allows the Pagans to confult the 
arufpices, that is, thofe who pretended to foretel events 
from the entrails of viftims; but forbids the arufpices, as 
well as the other Pagan pricils, to enter the houfes of pri¬ 
vate perfons, though their friends or relations, upon pain 
of being burnt alive: fuch as received them were by this 
law to forfeit their eftates, and be banifhed for life ; the in¬ 
formers were not to be punilhed in this, as in other cafes, 
but amply rewarded for their zeal. The intention of this 
law was to prevent all private facrifices and confultations. 

By another law, dated the feventeenth of December, he 
commands thole, who fliall confult the arufpices, or other 
diviners, to fend their anfwers to his feerctary. 

Next year, he abrogated the Papian, and all other laws Coitflaitiitie 
againrt; celibacy ; but fuffered thofe vi^ho had children to cn- ’"‘'votes the 
joy the privileges granted by thofe laws'. He annulled an- 
other law, impowering the creditors to feize on the ellatcs laws a- 
and elFe£is of their debtors ; and at the fame time declared, gainfl celi- 
that fuch as had forfeited their ellates, might redeem them Isaiy. 
by paying the fums they owed. By an edi£l: dated the firft 
of February, he forbids the olficers of the revenue to puiiifli 
with rods, or confine to the public prifons, thofe who nc- 
gledted to pay the common taxes ; but orders them to be 
Itcured in places where every perfon might fee and vifit 
them. This law muft have been unknown to Zofimus, who 
tells us, that fcourges, and all forts of torments, were ufed 
by the officers of Conftantine in exafting what was due to 
the treafury Two other laws were enaifted by Con¬ 
ftantine this year, one forbidding married men to keep con¬ 
cubines, and the other comm.anding all judges to difpatch 
the caufes of criminals, and thegoalers to treat them, how- /aivs ir 
ever guilty, with humanity, to keep them in open and jaunur of 
wholefome places, and not to confine them, at lead in the fn/oneis-, 


’ Sozom, lib. i. cap. 9. p. 413. Eufeb. Vit. Con. lib. iv. cap. 16. 
Cod. Theod. p. 643, 644, ■ Zof. lib. ii. p. 691. 
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day-time, to dungeons : he declares fuch as flialJ by ill 
ufage extort money from their prifoners, guilty of death ; 
and threatens with his indignation the mtfgTlfti gtes who f hall 
wink at fuch diforders. This year Crifpus gaineii a vidtofy 
over the Franks, the particulars of which are not mentioned 
in hiftory: Nazarius in his panegyric only tells us, that he 
vanquifhed the Franks, granted them a peace, and then re¬ 
turned to his father". 

In the following year, when Crifpus and Conflantine, the 
emperor’s two fons, were confuls, Conflantine publifhed an 
edift on the feventh of March, forbidding all manner of 
work on Sundays'^. The following year, 322, Petroniiis 
Probianus and Anicius Julianus being confuls, Conflantine 
gained a great viftory over the SarmatiansOptatianus 
writes, that they were defeated in feveral engagements with 
the Carpi and the Geta:. Thefe battles were fought, accord¬ 
ing to that writer, at Campona, Marga, and Bononia, all 
three cities of Illyricum on the Danube, the firfl in Pan- 
nonia or Valeria, near the prcfent city of Buda, and the 
other two in Upper Mcefia. Raufimodes king of the Sar- 
matians had, as we read in Zofimus, befiegcd a city, which 
he docs not name ; but Conflantine, marching to the re¬ 
lief of the place, put the enemy to flight, and having 
obliged thofe v/ho had made their efcape to rcpafs the Da¬ 
nube, purfued them crofs that river, defeated them a 
fecond time with great flaughter, their king being among 
the fl.iin, and returned with an incredible number of cap¬ 
tives. Eulebius dues not fpeak of this vi£lory in particu¬ 
lar; but tells us in general terms, that Heaven rewarded 
the emperor’s zeal for the propagation of the gofpel with 
many vidlories over the different tribes of Barbarians^. The 
Sarmatian games, which were yearly celebrated about the 
latter end of November, probably took their rife from this 
vicloi y. 

Conflantine, after his vidlory over the Barbarians, march¬ 
ed with his army to Theffalonica; but while he was bufied 
there, in making a port, the Goths, notwithllanding their 
late defeat, entered Thrace and Moefia, committing every- 
M'hert dreadful ravages. The emperor marched againfl them 
with incredible expedition ; and having gained a complete 
vitlory over them, purfued them with great flaughter into 
the dominions of Licinius ; a ftep which that prince highly 
refenting, complained of it as an open breach of the treaties 

" Panegyr. 7. p. 177. w Eufeb. Vit. Conll. lib iv. cap. 18. 

P- 5 t 4 . ’'Cod. Theodof. Chronol. p. 11. Zof. lib. ii. p. 6Ba. 

r Eufeb. Vit. Conti, p. 431. 
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fubfiftlng between them. Conftantine endeavoured to ap- 
peafe him ; but as Licinius, diflatisfied with the late parti¬ 
tion of the enuKTOj^vaited only a plaufible pretence to break 
v=iLrt ■ CoTTIKmine, after feveral embaflies and unfuccefsful 
negociations, both princes began to prepare for war. Con- 
ftantine difpatched exprefles into all the provinces, ordering tiueenCm- 
his troops to join him in lllyriciim without delayHe was ftanum 
{till at Sirmium on the twenty-fifth of May, and a few days Lici- 
after at Thell'alonica, whence he marched into Thrace, and 
found Licinius encamped on the banks of the Hebrus, in the 
neighbourhood of Adrianople. I'he two armies continued 
fome days encamped oppofite each other, being parted by 
the river. Conftantine intended to throw a bridge over the 
Hebrus ; but in the mean time having difeovered a ford at 
fome diftance, he palled it with twelve horfemen, who be¬ 
ing followed by a few more, kept the enemy in play, till the 
whole army crolfed the river. Both princes drew up their 
forces in order of battle, and prepared for the enfuing en¬ 
gagement, which was likely to prove decifive. Eufebius 
writes, that Licinius, the author of the war, gave the fignal 
for the onfet ; and that Conftantine, having firft with a 
fervent prayer, invoked the Almighty, and given for the 
parole God our Saviour, ordered the crofs, in which he 
confided more than in the number and bravery of his fol- 
diers, to be difplayed at the head of his army. His confi¬ 
dence, fays the fame writer, was not ill-grounded; for 
victory attended the royal banner where-ever it appeared 
Conftantine’s troops behaved with incredible bravery, ani¬ 
mated by the example of their leader, who, though he ex- 
pofed himfelf to the greateft danger, efcaped only with a 
flight wound in the thigh. Thirty-three thoufand of the 
enemy were killed upon the fpot; and the reft, though ad- 
vantageoully polled upon a riling ground, obliged to fecure Yr. of FI. 
themlelves by a precipitate and diforderly flight. Licinius 167'. 
efcaped in the night, with the forces he could rally, to By- ^ 3 * 3 ' 

zantium ; and next morning thofe that had remained in the ' ‘° 7 '* 
neighbourhood of Adrianople, fubmitted to Conftaiitine, XrVrala/ 
who, tranfported with joy for fo fignal a victory, grant- eniirely di¬ 
ed a difeharge to many of his veteransThis memorable feaud at 
battle was fought on the third of July of the year 323. jidria- 

As Licinius had fled to Byzantium, Conftantine purfued ""C r- 
him thither without lofs of time, ordering his fleet, com¬ 
manded by his fon Crifpus, to proceed to the fame place. 

Crifpus immediately put to fea, and failing along the coafts 

» Anoym. p. 47a. ' Cod. Tlieod. p. xj. '■ Euefeb. Vit. 

Conlt. lib. ii. cap. 3. St 6 . p. 445, 447. ‘ Zof. lib. ii. p. 63 i. 
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of Maccdon and Thrace, entered the ftreights of Gallipoli, 
where the enemy’s fleet, confifting of two hundred vcffels, 
under the command of Abantus, or, ai»ttvhcrs call him, 
Amandus, waited for him. As the place was iWy fill I'll, «•_ 
Crifpus rcfolved to engage him only with eighty of his heft 
(hips. Viftnry w'as long doubtful, both fleets fighting with 
great obftinacy and refolution ; but in the end the enemy 
being incumbered by a number of their (hips running foul 
of one another, were totally defeated, with the lofs of five 
thoufand men, and one hundred and thirty fhips. Aman¬ 
dus, the enemy’s admiral, with the utmofi: difficulty efcaped 
alliore'’. Zofimus, who deferibes all the particulars of this 
battle, tells us, that even the winds fought for Conftantine, 
in order to render the viftory of the fon by fca no lefs glo¬ 
rious than that of the father had been by land. Cri^us 
himfelf haftened to his father with the joyful tidings of the 
defeat of the enemy’s fleet, and was received with the moft 
tender expreffions of paternal affeftion and efteem. Con¬ 
ftantine had already laid fiege to Byzantium, after having 
gained fome farther advantages over the enemy; but before 
his fleet arrived, Licinius had efcaped by lea, and taking 
with him the flower of his troops, and his treafures, palled 
the ftreights, and taken refuge in Chalcedon, with a defign 
to raife a new army in Alia. 

In that city he preferred to the dignity of Cxfar M. Mar- 
tinianus, the chief officer of his houfhold, and difpatched 
him with a confiderable force to Lampfacus, to make head 
againft Conftantine, (hoiihl he attempt to enter the Helle- 
fponf. Conftantine, leaving Byzantium, embarked his 
troops, and cioffed over into Alia, landed in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Chalcedon ; and finding Licinius encamped on a 
fifing ground near that city with a numerous army, which 
he had levied with incredible expedition, he began to pre¬ 
pare for a fecond engagement: but in the mean time de¬ 
puties arriving from Licinius, with propofals for an accom¬ 
modation, Conftantine complied with the terms they of¬ 
fered, which were, fays Eufebius*^, no lefs advantageous to 
Licinius, than to the whole empire. This agreement 
was fhort-lived ; for Conftantine being foon after informed, 
that L’.cinius veas afiembling forces from all parts, and had 
even invited the Barbarians to join him, advanced to Chal¬ 
cedon, with a defign to inveft the place, and oblige Lici¬ 
nius to comply with the terms of their agreement: but as 
he approiichcd Chryopolis, a port of Chalcedon, he was 

J Zof. lib. ii. p. 681, 6Si. Anonym, p. 47?. ' Zof. p. 683. 

Anonym, p. 4-5. f Eufeb. Vit, Conft. lib. ii. cap. 13. p. 451. 

there, 
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there, to his great furprize, oppofed by Licinius at the head 
of a very numyoiis army. Conftantine drew up his men ; 
bur . Break the treaty, waited till the fignal was 

given by the enemy which was no fooncr done than he 
attacked them wdth fuch refolution and intiepidity, that 
they immediately gave way, and fled in the utmoll: confu- 
fion. In this battle Licinius loft, according to the anony¬ 
mous writer of Conftantine’s life, twenty-five thoufand 
men ? ; but, according to /ofimus, above a hundred thou¬ 
fandIt was fought on the eighteenth of September; 
and a few days after the cities of liyzantium and Chalcedon 
opened their gates to the conqueror. Licinius fled to Ni- 
coniedia, whither Conftantine purfued him, anil immedi¬ 
ately invefted the place ; but, on the fecond day of the 
fiege, his fifter Coiillantia intreating him, in a flood of 
tears, by the tendernefs he had ever fliewn for her, to par¬ 
don her hiilband, and grant him at leaft his life, he was 
prevailed upon to comply with her requeft. Next day 
I.icinius, finding no means of making his efcape, prefented 
himfelf before the conqueror, and throwing himfelf at his 
feet, refigned the purple, and the other enfigns of fovc- 
reignty. Conftantine received him with great denionftra- 
tioris of ki.idncfs, entertained him at his table, and after¬ 
wards fent him to Theflalonica, afluring him, that he fliould 
live unmolcfted, as long as he fliould forbear raifing new 
dillurbanccs h Llowever, as he was foon after ftrangled 
by Conftaritine’s order, who likewife degraded his fon Li- 
rinius from the dignity of Cifar, and in the fequel, caiifed 
him to be put to death. Licinius hail been created emperor 
on the eleventh of November 307, and confequently had 
reigned near fi.xtecn years. For this viflory Conftantine, 
and after him his fon, and feveral of his fucceflbrs, aflumed 
the title of Vi£Iorious, which we find ftill prefixed to fame 
of his lettersNot long after the defeat of Licinius, he 
advanced Conftans, at that lime his third fon, and fix years 
old, to the dignity of Csfar. 

Conftantine, now mafter of all the eaftern provinces, 
made it his principal ftudy to eftablifh the worlhip of the 
true God, and to abolifti all remains of idolatry. He pub- 
liftied two edifls, whereof both Greek and Latin copies 
Were fent into all the provinces of the empire, figned with 
the emperor’s own hand, and addrefled, the one “ to the 
churches of God,” the other, “ to the people of each pro¬ 
vince.” By thefe editls, he reinftates in their former con- 

e Anonym, p, 475. Zof. lib. ii. p. 6S3, 1 Ibid, p 684. 

V'lft. Epit. p, 143. k Suftb. Vit. Conft. p, 45X. Optat. p. 184. 
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dition all who, on account of their religion, had been con¬ 
demned to exile, to the mines, or any other punifhment; 
orders their goods and ellates to be rmiubd iately reft ored 
to them, or to their heirs ; allows fuch ashad b'een depriVtd^. 
of their military employments to refume them, if they 
plcafed ; and the commands of the officers of the revenue, 
as well as private perfons, of what rank or condition fo- 
ever, to deliver up to the churches, upon the publication 
of the edi£l, without waiting the fentence of the magi- 
ftrates, what houfes, tenemetits, gardens, or orchards, had 
ever belonged to them; but more efpecially the places 
where the holy martyrs had been interred. He threatens 
with his imlignation all who ffiall not yield immediate obe¬ 
dience to this ordinance, which, he fays, comprifes thofe 
too who may have purchafed fuch lands, houfes, &c. of the 
emperor, or received them as a prefent or reward for their 
paft fcrvices. Thefe, however, he encourages to depend 
upon his generofity; but requires of them, as well as of 
the reft, an immediate compliance with his edid. Thefe 
ordinances were followed by others, forbidding facrifiecs to 
idols, the coiifecrating of any new idol, and the confulting, 
either in public or in private, the arufpices, foothfayers, anti 
oracles. 

He had no fooner caufed thefe law^s to be publiflied, than 
be enaded another, ordering the churches, which had been 
deftroyed during the perfecution, to.be rebuilt at his ovi'ii 
expence, injoining his receivers in the different provinces to 
furnifh the neceflary fums for that purpofe; and thofe 
whom he appointed to furvey fuch buildings, to take care 
that they were capable of containing all the inhabitants. 
He wrote upon tbe fame fubjed to all the metropolitan 
bifhops, ftyling them his Beloved Brethren, and among the 
reft to Eufebius of Ca;farea,who inferts his letter at length'. 
Not long after, he publiflied an edid drawn up by himfelf, 
and addrefled to all the people of the empire j wherein he 
exhorts them to renounce their ancient fuperftition, to 
adore but one God, the Creator of the univerfe, and to 
place all their hopes in Jefus Chriil. This edid is quoted 
by Eufebius, who tranllated it out of the original Latin into 
Greek Conftantine, not thinking it at prefent advifeable 
to pull down the temples of the idols, ordered them to be 
(hut up in all the places where that ftep might be taken 
without tumults and bloodlhed ; to be dripped of their 
riches and ornaments, and even of their idols; and all the 
lands, houfes, and revenues belonging to them, to be ap- 

' Eufeb. Vit. Conft, lib. ii. cap. 44, 45, p, 464, 463. 
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^plied to pious ufes. In confequcncc of this ordinance, the 
Pythian and Sminthian Apollo, the tripod of Delphos, the 
Mufes of Heli«tOn, the famous Pan, whom all the cities of 
Gicece had confecrated after the Perfian war, and what¬ 
ever antiquity had, for many ages revered and adored, 
were publicly dragged through the ftreets, and either dafhed 
in pieces, or made ufe of as mafter-pieces of art to adorn 
the fquares, villas, palaces, and public galleriesFrom 
the feveral laws enadled this and the following year 324, 
when the emperor’s two fons, Crifpus and Conltantine, 
were confuls, it appears, that Conltantine continued in the 
£alt, reliding, in general, at Nicomedia. 

Next year, Paulinas and Julianas being confuls, the em¬ 
peror, to fupprefs the difturbances and divilions that rent 
the church, alfembled the famous council of Nice, at 
which he affilted in perfon, and afterwards condemned to 
banilhment the herefiarch Arius, with Eufebius of Nico¬ 
media, Theognis of Nice, and feveral others, who could 
not be prevailed upon to renounce his tenets. On the 
twenty-fifth of July, the temperoi folemnized, with extra¬ 
ordinary pomp andmagnifieence, the twentieth year of his 
reign, and on that occafion made a grand entertainment in 
his palace, to which lie invited all the bilhops of the coun¬ 
cil, treated them with the utmoft refpeft, made them fe¬ 
veral prefents, and caufed large fums to diftributed among 
the poor, difpatching at the fame time orders to all the go¬ 
vernors of provinces to fupply the facred virgins, widows, 
and ecclefiaftics, in each city of their refpeftive diftrifts 
with a certain quantity of corn yearly Conllantine palTed 
this year partly at Nice, partly at Nicomedia, as appears 
from the dates of feveral laws. By one publilhed at Nico¬ 
media on the feventeenth of Oflober, and addrefled to all 
the fubjefts of the empire, he encourages thofe who had 
been, or fliould be opprelTed, or any ways injured, by his 
minilfers, counfellors, governors of provinces or cities, to 
apply to him for redrefs, afliiring them, that they (hould 
be well received, and amply rewarded, for undeceiving him, 
fince he wifhed to employ none but men of integrity. In 
the beginning of November, he enafted another lavf, for¬ 
bidding, throughout the whole empire, the combats of gla¬ 
diators ; and ordering, that criminals, inftead of being 
obliged to fight in the arena, (hould, for the future, be con¬ 
demned to work in the mines 
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In the following year Conftantine entered upon liis fe- 
itenth confulfliip, taking his third fon Conllans for his col¬ 
league. He paired the winter in Thrace and IN^y;^um. Fmm 
thence he went to Milan, and from Milan to Rome, wliele 
he was on the eighth of July; but he did not ftay long in 
that metropolis P (K). He left the city, highly diflaiisfied 
with the difrefpedlful behaviour of the Roman people, by 
whom he was Itigmatized and reviled, and never afterwards 
returned to that city Rut the molt remarkable event of 
this year was the death of his eldelt fon Crifpiis. The cm- 
prefs Faulla, jealous of the i eputatibn he had acquired, and 
enraged to fee him preferred to her own children, falfly ac- 
cufed him of having folicited her to incell. Some alfert, 
that flic charged him with afpiring to the fovereignty. Be 
that as it may, Conftantine, hearkening to the accufation, 
and arfting contrary to all laws of jultice and equity, with¬ 
out examining an accufation of fuch importance, without 
giving the accufed prince an opportunity to clear himfelf. 
He pun hit onlered him to be put to death. Some relate, that he was 
Ian Cri/puj Jifpjtched with poifon ; others, that by the emperor’s or- 
ta death i head was ftruck oft. He was, according to the 

mod probable opinion, executed at Pola in Iftria, on tbc 
full of March, being then in the thirtieth, or, as others al¬ 
lege, only in the twenty-fifth year of his age. He was a 
prince of extraordinary endowment.^, had (tgnalized himfelf 
in a very eminent manner againlt the Frank.s, and in the 
war with Licinius, and was univerially beloved by the peo¬ 
ple and fuldiery, on account of his bravery, his obliging bc- 
h.iviour to perftans of all ranks, his gencrofrty, and other 
princely qualities. 

en.ihte- 'I'lii; death of Crifpus was followed bv that of young l.i- 
vije fits citiius, Conllaiitine’s nephew, at that time in the twelfth 

itrpht z\i * 

anJ//tj ’ P Cud. Theorlof. Chrono), p. 58. s I.iban. Oral. xv. 

•uiije Fan- P-4'*’ 

Jo. 

(K) Zofinurs, a declared enc- averfiou which the Romans 
my to Conllantine, relates, that teflificd, induced him to tranf- 
the whole Roman people loaded fer the feat of the empire to 
him with reproaches and curfes, Byzantium (i). Libantus tells 
for having abandoned the reli- us, that he bore with great pa- 
gion of his anceftors, and pro- tience the fatires and lampoons 
moted, with great zeal, the that were daily publilhed a- 
worfliip of an unknown God ; gainft him during his flay at 
and adds, that the difrefpcfl and Rome. 


(i) Zot, lib. ii, p. 6S6. 
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year of his age St. Jerom ftyles thefe executions the ef- 
fe£l of wanton cruelty. Faufta did not long furvive her 
fon-in-Iaw ; fof, being this very year convifted of having 
acciifed him falfly, and of having proftituted her honour to 
perfoiisof the meaiicll rank, Conllantine ordered her to he 
fuffocated with the Ileam of a hot bath®. With Faiilta 
many perfons of diilin£lion, fuppofed to have been acceffbry 
to her crimes, were condemned, and either privately dif- 
patched with poifon, or publicly executed ‘(L). 

This horrid cruelty and injuftiee in Confiantine drew His cruelty 
down upon his family divine vengeance; for his brothers, anamjut- 
his nephews, and his favourite minifters, were, foon after 
his death, all malTacrcd by Conftantius, his fecond fon by 
Faufta, whom he loved and indulged above the relt. Con- 
flantine, his elilelt fon, was killed by Conitans the youngelt, 

Conflans by Magnentius, Gallus their coulin by Conllan- 
tius, and Conftantius by Julian, the brother of Gallus. Ju¬ 
lian perifhed in a moft miferahle manner, and in him ended 
the numerous family of Conftantihe, which, every one 
expefted, would have furnillicd the empire with princes for 
many ages, the emperor having three brothers, four Tons, 
feveral fifters and daughters, and nine nephews". Coii- 
ftantine appears to have fpent the following year ^2"], when 
Conftantius and Maximus were confuls, in Illyricum and 
Thrace ; for, on the twenty-feventh of February he was at 
Theflalonica, on the eighteenth of May at .Sardica, and at 
Heraclea on the fifth of Auguft*. About this time, the 
emprefs Helena is faid to have found out the fepulchre and 
ctofs of our Saviour, a difeovery which induced Conftan- 
tine to build at Jerufalem the famous church of the refur- 
redlion. The pious princefs died foon after, in the arms of The em- 
her fon, who caufed her body to be conveyed with great W#/;. 

pomp to Rome, and interred in the burying-place of the 
emperors". To honour her memory, he beftowed the 
name of Helenopolis on a city of Paleftinc J', and that of 
Mclenopontus on a part of the Euxine fea"; and erefted a 

' Zof. lib. ii. p. 685. Aur Viff. p 527. Ammian. lib xil^p. zg. 

Giitrop, p. 588. • Vi£>, Epit. Philoltorg. Hift. Ecclef. 470. 

• Pjutrop. p. 588. “ Julian, ad Athen.p. 497, 498. w Cod. 

'J'lu’od. p. 2g. Eufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iii. cap. 47. p. 506. 

>' Sozoin. lib. ii. cap. i. p 443. ^ Cod. Juft. p. 235. 

(L) Eufebius, well apprifed the cenfure of having tranf- 
that nothing could be alleged to grefled the known laws of hif- 
excufe Conftantiue, therefore tory, than to take upon him the 
takes no notice of thofe cxecu- juftifyingof fafts, which all the 
tions, chooling rather to incur world but too juftly condemned. 

VoL. XIV. I ftatue 
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ftatue to her honour at Daphne near Antioch. From this 
ftatue, the ftreet in which it flood took the name of 
Auguftal. . V 

In the following year, Januarius and Juflus being con- 
fuls, Conflantine was on the firfl of March at Nicomedia, 
and on the thirteenth of July at a place in Moefia called 
Oifcos and Efcos; whence fome conjeflure, that he was 
waging war with the Barbarians in thofe parts : and indeed 
we read in the chronicle of Alexandria", that this year the 
emperor palled the Danube feveral times, and that he even 
conftru£tcd a bridge over that river. According to the 
chronicle of Alexandria, he founded this year the city of 
Conftantinople ; but, according to others, on the tweiity- 
fixth of September of the following year 329. Notwith- 
flanding his zeal for the catholic faith, he recalled from 
banilhment the two bilhops Eufebius and Theognis, great 
flicklers for the do£frin; of Arius, and fuffered them to 
gain a great afeendant over him. Next year, Conflantine 
took upon him his eighth confullhip, having his eldeft Ion, 
the fourth time conful, for his colleague''. 

The following year, 330, when Gallicanus and Synima- 
chus were confuls, is remarkable for the dedication of the 
city of Conftantinople, the greateft of all Conftantine’s 
works. Authors are divided in their opinions, with refpeft 
to the motives that prompted the emperor to undertake the 
building of that city (M). The firfl place he chofe for the 
fituation of it, was between I’roas and ancient Ilium, on 
the coaft of ACa : but afterwards changing his mind, upon 
a vifion which he had, or imagined to have had, he re- 
folved to enlarge the ancient city of Byzantium, and make 
it the fecund, or, if he could, the firfl of the empire (N). 
He began with extending the walls of the ancient city from 
fea to fea. While fome of the workmen were bulled in 
rearing them, others were employed in raifing a great num- 

"Cbron. Alexand.p. 66i. 8 Cod. Theodof. Chroaol, p. 30, 31. 

Sc lib. xi- tit. 30. leg. 15. p. 336, .^37. 

(M) Zolimus writes, that he iinich dwelt on by the modern 
did it out of hatred to the Ro- Greek and Latin writers (2) ; 
mans, finding hiiiifclf feorned and Conflantine himfelt, in one 
and Intuited for having ein- of his laws, declares, that, in 
braced and introduced a new re- the choice of the place, he fol- 
ligion (1). lowed tlie diredtiuns ol Heaven 

(Nj This pretended vilion is (3). 

(i) Zof. lib, ii. p. S8S. (j) V ide Du Cange Urb. Coiiftantinop. 
Defrript. lib. j. p. 13, Sec. (,) Cod. Theod. tit. 3. p. 63. 
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her of {lately buildings, and, among the reft, a palace etjual 
in magnificence and extent to that of Rome. As he de- 
figned to fix his own court there, and was defirous that the 
fucceeding emperors fliould follow his example, and ho¬ 
nour his new city with their ordinary refidence, he fpared 
no coil or labour to render it both beautiful and convenient. 

With this view, he built a Capitol and amphitheatre, adorns it 
formed a circus maximus, feveral forums, porticos, and "‘"‘‘/imany 
public baths; and divided the whole city into fourteen re- 
gions, fecuring the inhabitants with many wholefome laws, * 
and granting them great privileges and immunities. By 
thefe means Byzantium became in a fliort time one of the 
mo{t flourifliing and populous cities of the empire, whole 
families flocking thither from all parts, efpecially from Pon- 
tus, Thrace, and Afia. Conflantine publifhed an edidl, 
importing, that fuch as had lands in thofe countries (hould 
not be able to difpofe of them, nor even leave them at their 
death to their heirs, unlefs they had a houfe in his new 
city. The common people were enticed thither from the 
ditferent and moll diflaiit provinces, and even from Rome 
itfelf, by the emperor’s donations, and the great quantities 
of corn, oil, and meat, which were daily diftributed among 
them ^ But however defirous the emperor was to fee his 
new city filled with people, yet he did not choofe it ftiould 
be inhabited by any but Chriflians; and therefore ordered 
all the idols to be pulled down, and their temples to be con- 
fecrated to the true God. He built befides an incredible 
number of churches, and caufed croifes to be eredted in all 
the fquares and public places. 

when molt of the buildings were finifhed, the emperor, Jiiemnly 
on the eleventh of May of the year 330, the twenty-fifth of ‘’’’’Jocraiet 
his reign, caufed this city, by a very folemn dedication, to ’ 
be confecrated, accordiqgto Cedrenus, to the Virgin Mary; 
but, according to Eufebius, to the God of Martyrs ■' (OJ. 

It was on this occafion that Conflantine llyled the new city 
from his own name Conllantinople, or the city of Conllan- 
tine, and likewife Second, or, as others will have it. New 

Zof, lib. ii. p. 6S7. Soz. p. 444.. Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 13, p. go, 

^ Eufeb. Vit. Conlt. lib. iii. cap. jB, p. 507. 

(O) Some modern Greek days; and that Conftantine, 
writers tell us, that this cere- during the whole time, caufed 
mony was performed by the fa- an imraenfe quantity of provi- 
thers of the council of Nice ; lions to be daily dillributed a- 
that the folemnity lafled forty mong the populace (4). 

( 4 I Vide Gegrg. Cod. in Antiq. Conftantinops p. 15. 
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aitJijaah Rome At the fame time he put it on an equality with 

It 10 Home, ancient Rome, granting it the fame rights, immunities, and 
privileges, that were enjoyed by that metropolis. He efta- 
blilhed a fenate, and other magiftrates, with a power and 
authoiity equal to that of the Roman fenate % and declared 
New Rome the metropolis of the Eall, as Old Rome was of 
the Weft. Conftantine, having accompliflied this great 
■woirk, according to fome in five, according to others in two 
yc<irs, fixed his refidence in the new city, and never more 
returned to Rome. The removal of the imperial feat from 
Rome to Conftantinople happened in the year of the Chrif- 
lian aera 3 ^o, the twenty-filth of Conftantine’s reign, and 
1128 after the foundation of Rome. By this removal the 
Roman empire received a fat.d ftroke, and flirunk by de¬ 
grees into nothing, as the reader will find in the fequel of 
this hiftory. 


OofliMiOaeosOM9oOeKx>O««>«O<>cv«O°dMOe«MD^eMQsiaooOcD0on<K>MOM04O»o*ftOBeMOc9eeOaeMB 


CHAP. LXr. 

'T/ie Conjlantinopolitan HiJiory.,from the Removal 
of the Imperial Seat to Conjiantinople to the 
Death of the Kmperor fulian. 

C ONSTANTINE pafled in his new capital great 
part of the enfuing year when Bafliis and Ablavius 
were confuls, being chiefly employed in building new 
churches, and adorning with other ftately monuments the 
city he dcfired might be honoured with the refidence of the 
fucceedirig enijicrors. The Sarmathms having implored his 
aftiftance againft the Goths, who made an irruption into 
their country, he, either in perfon, or by his fon Conftan- 
Conjianiiiie tine, gained a memorable vidlory over them on the twen- 
April of the following year. Near a hundred thou- 
'over'Ae enemy were either cut in pieces, or perifhed 

Colin, after the battle with hunger and cold ; infomuch that the 
Barbarians were obliged to fue for peace, and deliver hof- 
tages to the emperor, among whom was the fon of their 
, hing, Ariaric, or Araric The Sarmatians, unmindful 
of the affiftance they had received ftom Conftantine, as foon 

y Socrat. p.45 1 Cod, Tlieod. lib. xiv. tit. ,4 leg. 1. p. 

zeo.ii]. ^ 0 Cod.Tlicod. p. 353, & feq. •> Ammian.p. 476. 

Jill. Orat. i. p. iS. Euleb, Vit. Conllant. lib. iv, p- 5*9, 
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anJtgtafj Rome At the fame time he put it on an equality with 

It 1} Kimt, ancient Rome, granting it the fame rights, immunities, and 
privileges, that were enjoyed by that metropolis. He efta- 
blilhed a fenate, and other magiltrates, with a power and 
authoiity equal to that of the Roman fenate % and declared 
New Rome the metropolis of the Ball, as Old Rome was of 
the Weft. Coiiftantine, having accomplifhed this great 
work, according to fome in five, according to others in two 
years, fixed his refideuce in the new city, and never more 
letorned tn Rome. The removal of the imperial fear from 
Rome to Coiiftiinliiiople happened in the ye.u of the Chrif- 
tiun a;ra ^ ^o, the twenty-fifth of Conftantine’s reign, and 
1128 after the foundation of Rome. By this removal the 
Roman empire received a fatal ftroke, and flirunk by de¬ 
grees into nothing, as the reader will find in the fequel of 
this hiftory. 
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chnruheSj and adorning with other llately monuments the 
city he dcfired might be honoured with the refiilcnce of the 
fueceedlng empernrs. The Sarmathiiis having implored his 
alTiftancc againlt the Goths, who made an irruption into 
their country, he, either iii perfon, or by his fon Confian- 
tine, gained a memorable viflory over them on the twen¬ 
tieth of April of the folloH’iiig year. Near a hundred thou- 
fand of the enemy were either cut in pieces, or pcrifhetl 
after the battle with hunger and cold ; infomuch that the 
Barbarians were obliged to fuc for peace, and deliver bof- 
tages to tbe emperor, among whom was the fon of their 
king, Ari'iric, or Araric The Isarmatians, unmindful 
of the aifilfancc they had received fiom Conffantme, as foon 


y Socrat. p. + s x Cod, Theod. lib-aiv. tit. i^. leg. i. p. 

210, i»j. ^ “Cod. Theod. p. j, & (eq. I" Atninian, p. 4.76. 
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■s he withdrew with his viftorious army, began to ravage 
the provinces of Mcefia and Thrace ; but the emperor, re¬ 
turning with incredible expedition, fell upon them unex- 
pettedly, cut great numbers in pieces, and forced the reft 
tofubmit to what terms he was pleafed to impofe S 

In the CDurfc of the fuccceding year Condantine created 
Conftans, his youngeft fon, Ciefar, who was born in 320, 
and is dyled in all the ancient inferiptions Flavius Julius 
Conftans At this period Syria, Cilicia, and Thrace, 
were grievoiifly ufflidled with a peltilence and famine, which 
fwept off incredible numbers of people. Theophanes tcll.s 
us, that at Antioch wheat was fold at four hundred pieces 
of filver the bufhel During this calamity, Conftantine 
fent to the bifhop of Antioch thirty thoufand bufhcls, and 
an incredible quantity of corn, oil, and all forts of provi- 
fions, to the other churches, to be divided among the wi¬ 
dows, orphans, and ecclefiaftics. Towards the clofe of 
this year ambafladors arrived at Conflantinople from the 
Blemyes, the Indians, the Ethiopians, and Perfians, with 
rich prefents for the emperor, whofc friendfliip they courted, 
acknowleging him, fays Eufebius, for their fovereign, and 
declaring, that they coveted nothing fo much as to live in 
amity with fo great a prince. ThePerfian ambafladors, in 
the name of Sapor their king, renewed the ancient treaties 
between the two empires. Conftantine received them with 
extraordinary marks of honour; and being informed, that 
the Cljtiftians were very numerous in Perfia, he wrote a let¬ 
ter in their behalf to Sapor, wdiich is inferled at large by 
Eufebius and Theodoret. Next year, when Optatus and 
Anicius Paulinas Junior were confuls, the Goths, under 
the command of Gcberic their king, who had fucceeded 
Araric, made new irruptions into the country of the Sar- 
matiaiis, whom they defeated in a great battle fought on the 
banks of the Marifus ; in which the Sarmatian king, by 
name Wifimar, and moft of their chiefs, were cut in pieces. 
The Sarmatians in this extremity armed their Haves, and 
by their means gained a complete vidlory over the Goths ; 
but the vielorious flaves, fenfible of their ftrength, threw 
off the yoke ; and turning againft their mafters, for whofe 
defence they had been entrufted with arms, drove them out 
of the country. 

Thus expelled from their habitations, they fled for re¬ 
fuge to Conftantine, who received them, to the number of 
three hundred thoufand, incorporated in his legions fuch of 

' Anonym, p. 476. Eiifeb. Vit, Conft, lib. iv. p. 533. 

' TJitoph. p. Z3. 
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them as were fit for ferrice, and gave fettlemcnts to the 
reft in Thrace, Scythia, Macedon, and Italy ^ Another 
party of the fugitive Sarmatians had recourfe to certain Bar¬ 
barians, called by Ammianus, Vidlohales, fuppofed to be 
the fame people with the Quadi Ultramontani. Thefe were 
re-cftabliihed in their ancient pofleflions by the Romans in 
the year 338, after they had driven out the Limigantes 
As Conftantine, on the twenty-fifth of July, in the year 
335, entered the thirtieth year of his reign, a circumftance 
which had happened to no emperor ever fince the time of 
Auguftus, he celebrated that day at Conftantinople with ex¬ 
traordinary pomp and magnificence. Not fatisfied with 
having created his three fons, Conftantine, Conftantius, 
and Conftans, Cicfars, he now raifed to the fame dignity 
his nephew Dahnatius, fon to his brother of the fame name; 
and appointed Annibalianus, brother to young Dalmatius, 
king of Pontus 

In order to prevent any mifunderftanding, jealoufy, or 
quarrels, between his nephews and children, he divided the 
government of the empire among them in the following 
manner: to Conftantine, the eldeft, he afligned Gaul, 
Spain, and Britain ; to Conftantius, the fecond fon, all the 
Orient, comprehending Alia, Syria, and Egypt; and to 
Conftan.s. the youngeft, Illyricum, Italy, and Africa. To 
his nephew Dalmatius he gave Thrace, and part of lllyri- 
cuni, that js Macedon and Acliaia ; and to king Anniba¬ 
lianus, his other nephew, Armenia Minor, anil the neigh¬ 
bouring provinces ; including Pontus and Cappadocia, with 
the city of CsBfare.a, which he defired might be the capital 
of his kingdom '. About this time one Calocerus, a man of 
great intereft and authority in the illand of Cyprus, caufed 
himfelf to be proclaimed emperor, and was acknowlegedmaf- 
ter of the whole illand : but Dalmatius, who was fent with 
an army againll him, defeated the rebel, took him prifoncr, 
and, carrying him to Parfus in Cilicia, condemned him to 
be burnt alive in that city As for Azotus, who was 
overcome by Conftrntine, as we read in Suidas and Codinus, 
it appears from feveral epigram.s in the Anthology, that he, 
and the Conftantine by whom he was overcome, were but 
driveis of chariots in the circus. Athanafius was accufed 
of having fupplied M'iih money a rebel, by name Philu- 
mencs ‘; but of him not the lead mention is made in bif- 

n Ammian. p. 478. Jornand. Rer. Goth. p. 641. 

r Uod. Theori. Chronol. p. 34. h Eutrop. p. 588. Aur. 

Ritt n. 127. Cliron. Alex. p. 668. Zof. lib. li. p. 651. i Eufeb. 
prat, in Tiirennal. Cunlt. p, 609. Vift. Epit. p. C44. k Tbeopb. 
p. 13. Aur. Vi6t. p, ij6. ‘ Athan. Apol. ii. p, 779. 
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tory. Towards the clofe of the following year, whenNe- Conflamiut 
potianus and Facundus were confuls, Conftaniine married mn’neii to 
his fecond fon Conftantius to the daughter of Julius Con- 
ftantius and Galla. Julius Conlfantius was brother to the 
emperor, and his wife Galla filler to Rufinus and Cerealis. fiantius. 
He had by Galla, Gallus Caefar, born in Hetruria in the 
year 325, or 326, another fon, who was killed in 337, and 
one daughter, married this year to Conftantius, whofe name 
has not been tranfmitted to us. On occalion of this mar¬ 


riage, Conftantine caufed large fums, and great quantities 
of provifions, to be diftributed among the people in all the 
cities and provinces of the empire He had long before 
married his eldeft fon Conllantine 5 but to whom, we are 


no where told. 


In the courfe of the enfuing year, when Felicianus and 
Titianus were confuls, the Perfians, after having lived in 
peace with the Romans for the fpace of forty years, began 
to commit hollilities in Mefopotamia, becaui'e the emperor 
rcfufed to rellore to them the five provinces which they 
had been obliged to yield to Galerius. Conllantine, having 
drawn together a very numerous and powerful army, and 
made the other necelTary preparations for a vigorous war, 
began his march, with a delign to invade the Perliaii do¬ 
minions : but the enemy, terrified at his approach, difpatch- The Per- 
ed ambalfadors to him, with propofals of an accommoda- .f‘ans anted 
tion ; which feeming very reafonable to the emperor, a 
peace was concluded, and both armies withdrew". Con- 
llantine, having celebrated this year with extraordinary fo- 
lemnity the feall of Eaftcr, which fell on the third of April, 

M^as foon after taken ill, being then in the lixty-fourth year Conjfatitwe 
of his age. He had recourfe to the warm baths of Con- 
flantinople ; but his dillemper encreafmg, he removed, fox 
change of air, to Helenopolis in Bithynia, and from thence 
to a caflle at a fmall dillancc from Nicomedia, called Acliy- 
rona, or Aguyrona. Being there apprifed, that his end 
approached, he declared in a fpeech, which he made to the 
bilhops who attended him, his eager delirc of being bap¬ 
tized, adding, that he defigned to have received that feal of 
falvation in the waters of the Jordan ; but fince God, in 
his infinite wifdom, had otherwife difpofed of him, he ac- 
quiefeed in his will. When the ceremony was over, he 
was clad in white, and would not afterwards fo much as 
touch or fee his purple robes, palling moft of his time with 
the bifhops in pious meditations, and edifying difeourfes, 
of the immortality of the foul, and the rewards and punilh- 


■" Cod. Theod, Cbronol. p>3j. " Eufeb. p. 534, 555. 
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ments of another life By his laft will he bequeathed 
fome revenues to the city of Rome, and others to that of 
Conflantinople. He likewife confirmed the above mention¬ 
ed divifion of the empire among his three fons and two ne¬ 
phews P. 

Not long before he expired, he privately put his will into 
the hands of an ccclefiaftic, in whom he repofed an entire 
confidence, not knowing him to be a follower of Arius, and 
obliged him to promife upon oath not to deliver it to any 
but Conllantius. Confl.intine, having fettk-d matters in 
the manner he judged belt for the cliurrh and Bate, ex¬ 
pired, about noon, on the twenty-fecond of May, in the 
year -^37, being Whitfunday, after having lived, according 
to the nioft probable opinion, fixty-three years, two months, 
and twenty-live days, and reigned thirty years, nine months, 
and twenty-feven days. His death was bewailed by per- 
fons of all ranks. The foldiers no I’ooiier heard of it, than 
they tore their cloaths, fell proftrate on the ground, and 
gave other public teftimonies of their deep concern, calling 
him their deliverer, their beloved leader, their common pa¬ 
rent. The people of Conflantinople, overwhelmed with 
forrow, and drowned in tears, for the lofs of their great 
benefadfor, exprefled their grief in a manner fuitable to fo 
general a calamity ' 5 . Meffengers were immediately dif- 
patched with the difmal tidings to his children ; and in the 
mean time the body of the dcceafed prince, with the pur¬ 
ple and diadem, was put into a golden coffin, and conveyed 
to Condantinople, attended by all the troops quartered iit 
that neiglibourhood, who had aflernbled upon the firll no¬ 
tice of his death. It was expofed to public view in the 
chief hall of the palace, with an infinite number of tapers 
biuiiing round it in golden candlefticks- All the great of¬ 
ficers, both civil and military, the feiiate, and other per- 
fons of dillintlion, came to attend the corpfe, kneeling be¬ 
fore it, as if the emperor had been dill alive. Court was 
kc)it in the fame manner as when he was living, and tliole 
w'ho attended his perfon came at the ufual hours, as it he 
had dill wanted their attendance. Thfs empty honour, for¬ 
merly paid to the dcceafed emperors, as appears from Hc- 
rodian, ami other writers, feems to have been long befoie 
laid afide, ami to have been revived in honour of Condan- 
tine. H is children were daily expefted to pay him the lall 
duty; but Condanlius alone came, the other two beii'g 
probably at a great diHance ; and, foon after his arrival, 

“ Socrat. Ml), i. cap. 19, p. 75. p Ibid. lib. i. cap. 39, p. 75. 
Soz. lib. n. cap. 39., p, 495. 3 Eofeb. cap- 65, p. 339. 
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caufed the corpfe to be conveyed with the utmoft pomp and 
magnificence to the famous church of the Apoftles, which 
the emperor had built clofe to the palace, dcfiring to be 
interred in it, that he might, after his death, fays Eufebius, 
partake of the prayers offered there by the faithful in ho¬ 
nour of the holy apoftles. Conftantius attended the body 
to the church ; but withdrew with the foldiers, as he had 
not yet been baptized, when the minifters of the church 
began the holy ceremonies As foon as they were over, 
the body was depofited in the porch, where Conftantius 
caufed a magnificent maufoleum to be raifed. 

With refpecl; to the charafler of Conftantine, there is a 
great difagreement among authors, fome of the heathen 
writers painting him as a tyrant, and the Chriftians ex¬ 
tolling him as the belt prince that ever fwayed a feeptre. 
The emperor Julian fpeaks of him as a prince ambitious of 
military glory, and one who had nothing fo much at heart 
as the aggrandizing of himlelf and his family; and adds, 
that his bad example armed his children againft each other’. 
The fame Julian ‘ and Zolimus " reprefent him as a volup¬ 
tuous prince, abandoned to all manner of diverfions and 
plcafures, to banquets, revellings, and public fhews ; info- 
much that he could fpare no time from fports and enter¬ 
tainments, to regulate the affairs of the ftate. On the other 
hand, Victor'', tufehius *, and Libanius tell us, that he 
was conftantly employed in reading, writing, meditating, 
compofing Ipcechcs, hearing emballics, giving audience to 
his minifters and fubjetts ; in fliort, that he was never idle, 
hut bufied either in forming or executing fome great de- 
fign for the good of the empire. Aurelius Vi£for, Am- 
mianus Marcellinus, and even his panegyrift Eufebius, com¬ 
plain of his employing in the adminiftration of affairs, per- 
fons altogether unworthy of the confidence he repofed in 
them, and fuffering them to enrich themfelves at the ex¬ 
pence of the people committed to their care. The truth 
is, we are not to expeilf any candour either in his accufers 
or panegyrifts, becaufe they are both influenced by religious 
rancour. The firft rletefted him as an enemy to their gods; 
the laft extolled him as the great patron of the Chriltian re¬ 
ligion. He certainly pofl’efl'ed great abilities both for war 
and legiflation: but he was undoubtedly cruel, ambitious, 
atid voluptuous; and his tranflating the feat of empire 
from Rome to Conftantinople, is generally allowed to have 

' Eiifeb. cap, 71, p. ’ Julian. Orat. vii. p. 41], 4.14. 

• Jul. C*f. p 11, 41, 51. » Zaf. lib. ii. p. 687. « Vi£l. £plt. 

p. 34;. ” Kulcl). p. 53J. r Liban. Orat. iii. p. ■07. 
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been a ftep which refledcd very little honour on his politi¬ 
cal capacity. 

We (hall now proceed to feveral regulations in the go¬ 
vernment, both civil and military, thought to have been 
firft introduced by Conftantine. Before his time there 
were two captains of the guards, known by the name of 
prwfetSi prsetorio, who had an equal authority over all the 
troops difperfed in the feveral provinces of the empire : 
but Conftantine, jealous of their too great power, leflened 
it by creating two more, and allotting to each of them a 
certain number of provinces. By this inftitutioii the whole 
empire was divided into four parts, which were the Orient, 
Illyricum, Italy, and Gaul, governed by the four prjefedli 
pratorio, each of wdiom had feveral diocefes or diftri£ls un¬ 
der his jurifdiftion. The prefefts were the firft officers of 
the empire, and generally looked upon as emperors of an 
inferior rank. They had feveral other officers under them, 
fuch as proconfuls, vicars, redlors, confulars, correiflors, 
and prefidents. In the Eaft were two proconfuls ; one in 
Aehaia, and another in Afia, and fometimes, but very fel- 
dom, a third in Paleftine ; in the Weft there was but one, 
viz. the proconful of Africa. The vicars reprefented the 
prefects, and were their lieutenants; whence, in the an¬ 
cient inferiptions, they are ftyled pro-prsfetli, or vice- 
prefefts. There were vicars in the provinces of Afia, Pon- 
tus, J'hracc, the Orient, Macedon, Africa, Spain, Gaul, 
and Britain ; and two in Italy, namely, the vicar of the 
city of Rome, and the vicar of Italy. The provinces un¬ 
der the vicar of Rome were called provinciae fuburbicariie ; 
and thofe under the vicar of Italy, provinces of Italy. The 
vicar of Italy refided at Milan, which by that means be¬ 
came the metropolis of all the Italian provinces. Next in 
dignity to the vicars were the reftors, who governed whole 
provinces under the prefeft, or his vicars, as did likewife 
the confulars, the correiRors, and the prefidents ; Phmni- 
cia was governed by a confular, who refided fometimes at 
Tyre, fometimes at Berytus, and fometimes at Damafeus : 
feveral provinces of Italy had likewife a confular for their 
governor. We find feveral laws in the Theodofian code 
addrefled to the prefedls, proconfuls, vicars, re£lors, con- 
fulars, and correctors, but very few to the prefidents (A). 


> Zof. lib. ii. p. 687. 
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Tbe prefefts were originally military ; but after this di- 
vifion of the empire, they became altogether civil ofEcers, 
the command of the troops being given to two maglftri 
militix, the inftitution of which olTicc is likewife afcribed 
by Zolimus to Conftantine *. In Diocleliau’s time, each 
province had its peculiar general, ftyled dux or duke ; but 
Conftantine in their room created the two above mentioned 
magiftri militise, one for the foot, and another for the horfe, 
with a full power of making what regulations in the army 
they thought proper. Sometimes both commands were 
vefted in one perfon ; for in a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June 3 15, mention is made of One Eufebius, commander 
in chief both of the horfe and foot; and one Sylvanus, in 
two laws acldrefl'ed to him in 349, is ftyled magillcr utri- 
ufque militix But their number was foon increafed; 
for in the time of Theodofius I. they were five, one for the 
court, called pratfentalis; one for Thrace, one for the 
Orient, one lor Illyricum, and one for Gaul Thefe ma- 
gillri militix were afterwards diltingniflied by the title of 
comites, or counts, and railed to the rank of the firft offi¬ 
cers of the empire. The patricii or patricians were fupe- 
rior ill rank both to the magiftri militia:, and the prefedls. 
This was a ii.'w dignity inftitutedby Conftantine; but had 
no power or authority annexed to it, being only a title of 
honour. The patiicians, though raifed above all the other 
fubjetls of the empire, were neverihelefs obliged to give 
the precedency to the confuls Conftantine conferred 
this dignity on Julius Cunftaiitius, his brother, and Optatus, 
his brother-in-law. 

"J'he title of comes or count feems likewife to owe its 
origin to Conftantine. Before Conftantine’s time, thofe 
who attended the emperors out of Rome in quality of coun- 
fellors, ftyled themfcives comites ; but to that word added 
the name of the prince whom they attended. In Conftan- 
tinf’s time, the name of the prince was omitted, and thofe 
who accompanied him were ftyled fimply comites, compa- 
ni'nii, and in the modern languages counts : one Dionylius 
is the fitft to whom we find that title to have been given : 
afterwaiils it became a title of honour, and was beftowed 
upon all officers of any rank, though they neither followed 
the court, nor accompanied the emperor. Thefe comites 
or counts were divided, according to their employments, 
into three orders or ranks ; and hence the expreffions which 
wc frequently meet with in the writers who ilouriffied un- 

» ZoT. p. 6 fS. b CoJ. Theodof. lib. xi. tit. i, leg. i. p. $. 

& Chronol. p. 4.2, ‘ Nuiit. cap. i, 34, 3!. ^ Zof. p. 69a, 

der 
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der Conftantine, and his fucceflbrs, comes domefticus primi 
ordinis, and fecundi ordinis We find no mention made 
of the title of nobilidimus, or moft noble, before Conllan- 
tine’s time, who gave it to two of his brothers, Julius 
Conftantius and Aniiibalianus. It was, under the fucceed- 
ing prince'-, bellowed upon their fons before they were 
railed to the dignity of C*far. Of the writers who Ilou- 
riflied under Conllaiitine, we fhall fpeak in our note (B). 

The 

e Vide Du Cange GiolT. p. 1074. 

(B) We fliall begin w'ith thofe have flnuridied under Conflan- 
rvho have written the hiftory nt tins, and to have been enntem- 
Conftantinc. Enfebnis ot Cap- porary with the fophill Beniar- 
farea piibliflicd Ins lile in tour thus, who was a native ot Ca;- 
books. He relates great part of farea in Cappadocia, wrote fe- 
his wars ; and we may depend veral declamations and fpeeehes, 
upon the truth ot what he and publilhed the lile of Con- 
writes, fmee it is certain that flantine in ten books (3). But 
the emperor honoured him with none of his works have reached 
his intimacy and tncndlbip, our times. Libanius mentions 
and informed him ot many one Ccinarchus, a I’agaii fo- 
tranfadtions. Eelitles the hie phill, but greatly favoured by 
of Conllaotiiic, he wrote two L'onllantius(4). Eunapiuslike- 
panegyrics oil that prince, tie- wife wrote the hillory of Con- 
veral other panegyrics on Con- flantine, but comprifed, with- 
llantioe, coinpoied in the be- out all doubt, in the general 
ginning ot Ills reign, are Aill hillory, which he publilhed of 
extant. Among tbefeare two, all the emperors trom the death 
the authors of which are not of Alexander Sevcius (^). We 
known. Two other panegyrics may well rank Conftantine hiin- 
were eonipofed by Eumenius, felf among the writers and men 
protell'or ot eloquence in the of learning who flourilhed in 
city ot Autun, elfeemed one of his age ; for many monuments 
the bell orators of his time, of his application and lludy have 
Praxagoras, by birth an Athe- reached our times, and are to be 
man, wrote, when only nine- found in Eufebius, who has 
teen years old, two books on tranfinittcd them to us. Of 
the kings ot Athens; and three thefe the chief, or at leaft the 
years atter two others, com- moft difl'ufive and exfenlive, is 
priling the lite ot Conftantine. his oration “ ad fanflorum cce- 
At the age ot thirty-one, he turn,” or his difeourfe addrefl'ed 
publiHied the lite of Alexander to the Afl'embly of Saints, 
the (fieat in lix books (I ;. An Eufebius alTures us, that this 
abridgment ot his life of Con- fpeech, as well as his many laws 
ftanliiie is to be touncl in Pho- and letters, were all enmpofed 
tius (2). He is fuppofed to by himfelf. Betides the authors 

(i) Pilot, cap. 62. p. 64. (1) Idem, p, 64. (3) VoU. Hid. 

Gi a:c. Ill), li. i:.,p 17. .Suidas. p 55,. (4) Libaii. Vit. p. 15. 

(5) liunap. p, 40 V'jll. ibid, cap. ili, 

of 
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The news of Confl:>mtinc’s death no fooner reached the Tfie armies 
armies, than all agreed to acknowlege no other emperors 'Jrhiow- 
but the fons of Conftantine, whom they accordingly pro- ^ 


of the Auguftlne hiflory, of 
whom we have fpnkcn ali eiuly, 
fcveral other authors floiiriflied 
under Conftantine. St Jei nm 
extols, among the reft, the ora¬ 
tor Attius Patera oi Pateiitis, a 
native of Bayeux, and Iprung, 
according to Aufonitis (6), from 
the ancient Druids. He taught 
rhetoric at Rome with great 
applaufc, about the end of Con- 
ftantine’s reign, and afterwards 
at Bourdeaux (7), fince Aufo- 
niiis ranks him among the pro- 
felTors of that city. He was the 
father of the orator Dclphidius 
(8), and Hedibias, to whom St. 
Jerom wrote his hundred and 
fiftieth letter, rvas defeended 
from liim. Suidas aferibes fe- 
veral 1 hctorical pieces to one 
Oniilinius, a native of Cyprus 
or Sparta, who lived in the time 
of Conftantine, and is ftyled by 
Suidas both an hiftorian aiidfo- 
phift (9). At the fame time 
flourillied Palladius, a native of 
Methone in Peloponncfus, who 
publilhed a treatife on the feafts 
ot the Romans, and fonie other 
philological pieces (1) And 
this is all we know of thefe two 
writers, whom Voftius ranks 
among the Greek hiftorians (2). 
In the time of Conftantine Hou- 
riflied the celebrated Platonic 
philofopher lamblichus; he was 
a native ot Chalets in Lower 
Syria, fprung from a rich and 
noble family, and very famous 
among the Pagans, as appears 


from F.unapins, who wrote his 
life (^). Sever.tl w'orks of a 
philofopher, named lamblichus, 
arc llill exiatit, and higlily e- 
Iteemed by the bed judges, but 
commonly aferibed to another 
latnblicints, whtt lived at Ap.i- 
niea in Syria, forty or fifty 
years attei the former, and was 
one ot the emperor Julian’s 
chief fivtiurites. A third phi¬ 
lofopher, of the fame name, 
lived under the emperor M. 
Aurelius. Several works have 
reached our times, under the 
name of lamblichus ; but which 
of thefe three was the true 
author of them, we will not 
take upon us to determine. 
The emperor Julian equals 
lamblichus of Chalcis to Plato 
himfelf. Gothofredes is of o- 
pinion, that Gregorius and Her- 
mogenes, or rather Hermoge- 
nianus, the authors of the two 
different, but like codes, flou- 
riftied under Conftantine, and 
his children. Fn compiling their 
refpeiflive works, they followed 
the order of time ; which was 
afterwards obferved in the codes 
ot Theodolius and Juftinian. 
The codes of Gregorius and 
Hcimogenianus are thought to 
be the moft ancient ot all; and 
were both abridged by thofe, 
who abridged the Theodolian 
code (4,'. Only foine fragments 
of them now remain to be found 
in different books of jurifpru- 
dence. Gregorius is commonly 


Jreii i 


(6) Socrat. lib. i. cap. 9. p. ^o, 31. (7) Gelaf. Cyzicen. A£la 

Nic. Cuncil. p. 117. (S) Idem, p. 114. (9) Suiil. cr, •, p. 311. 

(1) Idem, ir, p. 405. (i) Vuff. Hift. Gnc. lib. iv. rap. 18. p. 4S6. 

(3; Eunap. cap. z. p. 23, (4) Cod. Thcod. Chronol. p. 184. 


believed 
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claimtfd ; and their example was foon followed by the fe- 
nate of Rome, who took not the leaft notice of their two 

coullns. 


believed to have been the moft 
ancient of the two. The ftyle 
of Hennos/enianus is very un¬ 
couth, and niten obfcui e. Pub¬ 
lius Optatitinus Por])hyiius flou- 
linuti under Conlfantine, and is 
thouirht to have publidied the 
poem, which has reached us, 
about the middle of the year 
32b, on uccafiou of the folein- 
nity of the emperor’s twentieth 
year, and the tenth of the two 
Catfars, Crifpus and Conllan- 
finc, his children. Some authors 
are of opinion, that feveral of 
the pieces which pafs under the 
name ot Petrnnius Arbiter, were 
written by Ojttatianus. Sopater, 
the difciple of lainbliehus, flou- 
riflied under Conftantiiie, and, 
alter the death of that philofo- 
pher, became the head of the 
Platonic feft that followed Plo- 
tiiuis. He was a native ofApa- 
inea in Syria, and both fpoke 
and wrote with great elegance 
and propriety ; whence he was 
llyled a fophill, as well as a phi- 
lolophcr(5). After the death 
of lamblichus, not deigning to 
converfe with other philofo- 
phers, fays Einiapius his ad¬ 
mirer, he repaired to the court 
ot Conflautine, to try whether 
he could prevent the downfal 
and utter ruin of the ancient 
religion of the Romans. While 
Sopater was with the emperor 
at Conllantinople, there being 
great fearcity ot provifions in 
that city, becaufe the veflels 
that brought corn were detain¬ 
ed by contrary winds, the people 
adeinbled in the theatre broke 

(5) Eunap. p. 13. 

(S) Julian, epift. xl. liii. 

Gennad. cap. 15. 


one day on a fudden into bitter 
inveftives againtt Sopater, as a 
magician, who ftoptthe favour¬ 
able winds, and prevented the 
ai rival of the fo long expefted 
vclfels. Hereupon Lonftantine 
abandoned him to the fury of 
the enraged populace, who, be¬ 
ing privately excited by the 
prefeff Ablavius, and other 
courtiers, jealous of his too 
great credit with the emperor, 
tore him in pieces. Julian 
fpeaks of one Sopater ot Apa- 
mea, who lived in his time (6), 
and confetjuently mull be di- 
ftinguiflied from the dileiplc ot 
lamblichus. To the other 
writers, who flouriihed under 
Conftantine, we may add the 
two Chriflian poets Commodia- 
nus and Juvencus. The former 
wrote a kind of poem, in hexa¬ 
meter verfe, commonly ftyled 
Inllrufllons, but without any 
regard to quantities. It is di¬ 
vided into feveral articles, and 
the initial letters of each article 
make up its title. In this poem, 
if we may bellow upon it that 
name, he impugns the errors 
of the Pagans, but feems not to 
have been yet well inllrufted 
himfelf in the truths of the 
Chriltian religion (7). Juven¬ 
cus, frequently mentioned by 
St. Jerom, flonriflied under 
Conftantine: he was by birth 
a Spaniard, fprung from an il- 
luftrious family, and not only a 
Chriftian, but in holy orders. 
However, he applied himfelf to 
the ftudy of poetry i and wrote a 
poem, comprifing the four gof- 

5, p. 4.0C. Suid. p. 7111. 
(7) Comm. p. 33. cap. 33, 

pels 


Soz. lib, i, cap. 
p. 185, iSS. 
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coufins, Dalmatius Csefar, and Annibalianus king of Poii- 
tus, the two fons of their uncle Conftaiitius Dalmatius, 
though Conftantine had, in the above-mentioned divifion 
of the empire, allotted to each of them a (hare. However, 
the three brothers did not, for what reafon we are no¬ 
where told, take upon them the title of Augufti till the 
ninth of September of this year 337 ; that is, near four 
months after the deceafe of their father Soon after, the 
foldiery, under colour of preventing difturbances in the 
empire, flew to arms, and cut in pieces Julius Conftantius, 
the deceafed emperor’s brother, Dalmatius Caefar, Anniba¬ 
lianus king of Pontus, the patrician Optatus, who had, as 
is commonly fuppofed, married AnaftaCa, the late empe¬ 
ror’s filler, five of his nephews, among whom was the 
eldell fon of Julius Conftantius, the prefeifl: Ablavius, and 
molt of the great Conftantine’s minifters, fuppofing them 
attached to the intereft of his nephewsThus was the 
numerous family of Conftantine at once reduced to his 
three fons and two nephews, Callus and Julian, the fons of 
Julius Conftantius; of whom the former owed his life to 
a malady, from which no one believed he could recover ; 
and the other to his infancy, he being then at moll but 
feven years old (C). 

The three brothers met in Pannonia in the beginning of 
the enfuing year 338, when Urfus and Polemius were 
confuls, to divide among them the dominions of the two 
deceafed princes Dalmatius and Annibalianus; but all we 

SEufeb. Vit. Conft. lib. iv. cap. 68. p. 560. ' Eufeb. ibid, 

p. ;4i. Zof. lib. ii. p. 69Z. Julian. Epilt. ad/iithenienr. p. 497, 49B. 
d SocraC. lib. iii. cap. i, p. 164. Amniian. p. 293. 


pels in as many books. He keeps 
clofe to the text, chooiing rather 
to preferve the truth of the hi- 
llory, than to difplay his genius. 

(C) Gregory of Nazianzus 
writes, that Julian was private¬ 
ly conveyed away, and conceal¬ 
ed by one Marcus of Arethufa, 
whom he afterwards put to a 
cruel death (1). All authors 
agree, that neither young Con- 
flantine, nor Conftans, had any 


concern in the malTacre of the 
imperial family : as for Con¬ 
ftantius, Eutropiu3(2) and So¬ 
crates (3) write, that he rather 
permitted than commanded it. 
Julian (4), St. Jerom (5), and 
Zofimus (6), tell u.s in plain 
terms, that he was the author 
of that cruel maffacre; and St. 
Athanafius openly reproaches 
him as the murderer of his 
uncles and coufins (7). 


(i] Nazian. Orat. iii. p. 90. (i) Eutrop. p, 558. (3} Socrat. 

p-Its- (4) Julian, ad Athen. p, 497. (5) Hier. Chron. 

(6) Zof p. 692. (7) Athan. Solit. p. Sj6, 
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know of this divifion is, that Conftantine had Thrace % 
and Conftans obtained Greece and Macedon. Each of 
them kept the dominions allotted to him by Conftantine in 
his life-time, that partition being confirmed by his laft will; 
Conftantine reigned in Gaul, Spain, and Britain ; Conftan- 
tius poflefTed Afia, Syria, and Egypt; and Conftans ruled 
lllyrii'um, Italy, and Africa. Conftantine feeins to have' 
yielded this very year Thrace to Conftantius, and Conftans 
ceded Africa to Conftantine. "While Conftantius was ab- 
fent in Pannoiiia, the Perfians, finding the frontiers un- 
7he P/r- guarded, .entered Mefopotainia, committings every-wherc 
Jians tn^ dreadful ravages. At the fame time the Armenians rcvolt- 
Romal^a their king, who was a friend to the Pionians, 

Minions. ‘t”'* joined the Perfians; who, being thus ftrengthened, 
laid ficge to Nifibis ; but, after having continued before it 
Raife the fixty-three days, they were obliged to drop that enterprize, 
Jie^eof Ni- ^^d retire. Conftantius, in the mean time, taking leave of 
his brothers, left Pannonia, and returned into the Eaft, 
where he afl'etnblcd all his forces, with a defign to relieve 
Nifibis; but finding the Perfians had retired, he turned 
his arms agaiiift the Armenians, obliged them to receive 
again the king whom they had expelled, and drew over to 
his party the robbers of Arabia, no doubt the Saracens, 
who, by frequent inroads into the Perfian dominions, made 
a powerful diverfion, and greatly annoyed the enemy C 
Th e war, however, continued during his whole reign; 
many battles were fought, foine gained by the Romans, 
and fome by the Perfians : the cities of Mefopotamia were 
often taken and retaken; and that of Nifibis was three 
times befieged by the enemy, without their ever being able 
to reduce it. Ammianus Marcellinus obferves, that the 
Romans gained great advantages, when commanded by the 
emperor’s lieutenants; but were conftantly defeated, when 
headed by the emperor in perfon^. In the following year, 
3;^9, when Conftantius was conful the fecond time, with 
his brother Conftans, feveral laws vt^ere enaCfcd in the 
name of the three emperors; and, among the reft, one 
forbidding, under no lefs a penalty than that of death, 
marriages between uncles and nieces, which had been 
allowed by a decree of the fenate, iffued in favour of the 
marriage of Claudius, and the celebrated Agrippina. Not- 
withftanding this decree, fuch marriages were ever looked 
upon by the Romans as inceftuous, but frequently praiSlifed 


' Chron. Alex. p. 670. 
g Ammiaii. lib. xx. p. 177. 


*^Libap.. p, III, Julian. Orat.i. p. 37. 

by 
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ty other nations, efpecially the Fhcenicians, to whom the 
law forbidding them, dated the thirty-firft of March of this 
year, is addrefled'*. 

The next confuls were Acyndinus and Proculus. Con- 
ftantine, diflatished with the late partition of the provinces, 
after having folicitcd in vain his brother Conftans to yield 
h.im Italy, or at leaft part of that country, railed a confi- 
dcrable army, and, under pretence of marching to the 
affiftance of Conllantius, who was at war with the Perfians, u.C. ii js'. 

left Gaul, and entering the dominions of Conflans, made - 

himfelf mailer of feveral places, Conftans, who was then Canjlumint 
in Dacia, detached part of his forces againft him, who, hav- 
ing drawn him into an ambufeade near Aquileia, cut both 
him and his army in pieces. His body was thrown into the Conftansi 
river Anfa, at a fmall diftanee from Aquileia; but being and is 
afterwards difeovered, it was fent to Conftantinople, and hilltd. 
interred near the tomb of his father', fiuch was the end 
of the great Conftantine’s eldeft fon. He was born at 
Arles, as is commonly believed, on the yth of Auguft, 316, 
created Caefar the ift of March, 317, and faluted Auguftus 
on the 9th of September, 337 ; fo that he did not enjoy the 
imperial dignity three whole years. His panegyrift paints 
him as a prince endowed with great accomplilhments both 
of body and mind; and adds, that he (ludied the Scrip¬ 
tures, and, to the utrnoll of his power, pradtifed what they 
required But his invading his brother’s dominions, with¬ 
out the leaft provocation, can by no means be juftified. He 
received, and treated with great kindnefs, the celebrated 
Athanafius, when he was banifhed by his f.ither into Gaul, 
which province he then governed. By his death Conftans 
remained foie mailer of the weftern provinces, Conftantius 
voluntarily yielding to him the whole lliarc of the deceafed 
prince'. Conftans, foon after the death of his brother, 
arrived at Aquileia, where he was on the 9th of April, and 
on the 25th of June at Milan All we find of Conftan¬ 
tius this year is, that on the 5th of Auguft he was at Beftus 
in Thrace, and on the pth of September at Antioch. 

Next year, when Muicelllnus and Probinus were confuls, 
many cities in the Eaft were overturned by a dreadful earth¬ 
quake"; and the Franks in the Weft having crofted the Tht Franh 
Rhine, made an irruption into Gaul, committing every- i»vadt 
where great ravages. Conftans marched againft them, 

Cod. Theod. lib. iil. tit- ix. leg, 11. p. 194. > Zonar. p. ii. 

Via. epit. p. 544. Eutrop. p- 3SS. k Monodia feu Orat. in 

Conftantin. junior, mort. p. 7—8—14, > Soz. lib. iii. p. 499, 

Jul. Oral. ii. p. 175. ra cod. Theodof. p, 97. Chronol. p. 41. 

■ SocniL p. gg. Theophan. p. 30. 

VoL. xrv. K 
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gave them battle ; but the advantages he gained were not 
dccifive. At this period a law was enafted, in the name 
of the two emperors, forbidding, under the fevercft pe¬ 
nalties, all manner of idolatrous worlhip. Firmicus Ma- 
ternus writes, that Conllans ordered feveral temples to be 
demolithed, together with the celebrated altar of Vidfory 
in the fenate at Rome”. Conflantia built this year, and for¬ 
tified, the city of Amida upon the Tigris in Mefopotamia. 

In the fucceeding year Conftans either conquered or ap- 
hut are pcafed the Franks ; and that warlike people fubmitted to 
tpiietedhy the princes of their own nation, whom he was pleafed to 
Cenflani. appoint over them r. Thus difengaged he palled over into 
Britain to oppofe the Scots, who made frequent inroads 
into the Roman dominions ; but the filence of Libanius, 
with refpcfl to this expedition, is a manifell proof that he 
performed no great exploits againft that nation. Certain it 
is, he did not remain above four months in that illand. As 
for Conftantius, he at this period refided at Antioch or 
Hierapolis, in Euphratellana. He was at Boulogne on the 
2^th of January, in his way to Diitain, and returned to 
Treves on the 30th of June 1. By a law enacted this year, 
on the 27th of Auguft, and conimnnly aferibed to him, the 
ccclefiaftics and their domcftics are exempted from all new 
impofitions, and an entire immunity from all cuftoms was 
granted to fuch of them as were by their poverty obliged 
to earn a livelihood by trading. When the church acquired 
fufEcient wealth to fupport her minifters, they were for¬ 
bidden by the canons to merchandife or follow any trade. 

The following year, when Leontius and Sallultiue were 
Gonfuh, is remarkable for a dreadful earthquake, which 
Neoexfarta entirely ruined the city of Nc,ocasfarea in Pontus, no one 
^'^n'earth edifice having withftood the violence of the Ihock, except ■ 
church, and the habitation of the bilhop, vt'ho was fav- 
ed, with the clergy, and feme other pious perfons, while 
the other inhabitants were all buried in the ruins •■. Theo- 
phanes fpeaks of a battle this year between the Romans 
and Pcrfians, in which the latter were defeated with great 
lofs’. In the year enfuing, when Amentius and Albinus 
were confuls, the city of Durason the coalt of Greece was 
fwallowed up with all its inhabitants in an earthquake, and 
twelve cities in Campania were overturned. The above 
mentioned confuls were fucceededby Conftantius the fourth 
time, and Conftans the third time, confuls. The latter 
was atCefena in Italy on the 23d of May, at Milan on the 
2ift of June, from whence he palTed into Macedon, and 

" Firm. Mat. p. 57. p Idat. p. 3 ^. Socrat. lib. ii. cap. 13. p. 

50. 3 Cod. Theod. Clironol. p, 44. r Greg- NyJT. in Vjt, 

Greg. Thaumac. » Theopfa, p. ji. 
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was at Theflalonica on the 6th of December ; from Mace- 
don he feems to have returned to Gaul; for he fent from 
thence Athanalius and Ofius to the council of Sardica, held 
the following year 347 As for Conftantius, he was, on 
the 7th and 26th of May, and the 23d of Auguft, at Con- 
ftantinople. The law dated the 26th of May, and addrefled 
to the bifhops, confirms to them and the inferior clergy^ 
to their wives, children, and domellics, feveral immunities 
and exemptions. This year Conllantius caufed a harbour Thi fort of 
to be made at Seleucia, at an immenfe charge, for the ot 

convenience of the city of Antioch, which flood on the ^ 
Oroutes, at a fmall dillance from thence. This work colt 
him, according to Libanius, and the emperor Julian 
incredible funis, the mouth of the Orontes, where the port 
was made, being full of rocks and fands. He likewife re¬ 
built the cities of Seleucia in Syria, and Antaradus in Phoe¬ 
nicia ; whence the latter, in the a£ls of lonie councils, is 
called from him Conilantia. 

At this period Sapor, king of Perfia, befieged Nifibis a Nifihis be- 
fecond time -, but was obliged to retire with difgiace, after by 
having continued before it three months. In the follow- 
ing year the emperor Conflantius pretended to have gained '^.^ainthe 
a conliderable vidlory over the Perfians; he was at Ancyra fecond 
on the 8th of March, and at Hierapolis on the nth of 
May. The next confuls were Flavius Philippas, a great 
ftickler for thedodliine of Arius, and Flavius Sallea orSa- 
lia, a zealous defender of the faith of the council of Nice. 

This year Conllans, filled with indignation againlt the 
Arians, and afhamed of the weaknefs of his brother, 
who fuffered himfelf to be impofed upon and deluded by 
thofe heretics, threatened to reftore, by force of arms, the 
orthodox bifhops, whom he had banifhed at their infliga- 
tion, unlefs he recalled them of his own accord. Conllan¬ 
tius was, either by fear, or the reafons alleged by Conllans 
in behalf of the exiled bifliops, prevailed upon to give his 
confenc to their return Conllans fent Macarius and Pau- 
lus, two officers of diftindlion, into Africa, with large fums 
to be diflributed among the poor of the province. They 
Were likewife enjoined * to ufe their utmofl endeavours in 
reclaiming the Donatifls, and reuniting them to the church. 

Their endeavours were crowned with fuccefsi for the moft 
obllinate and flubborn among thefc fedlaries being driveif 
out of the province, the reft yielded to reafon, and were 

• Cod. Tbeodof. Chron. p. 4.6. Ath. Apol. i. p. 676. oLiban. 

Oral. xiii. p. 386. Julian. Orat. i. p. 74. wTheodor. Vit. P»- 

trum, lib. ii. cap. 8. p. 13, ^ Concil. tom. ii. p. 713. 
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received again into the church ; fo that the Chriftians tncrc 
enjoyed a p. .'found tranquility, till tliofe who had been ba- 
nifhed were recalled by the emperor Julian r. 

Yr. of FI. This year is remarkable for a great battle between the 
»79*- Perfians and Romans, fought in the neighbourhood of Sin- 
U C 11^6* ^ Mefopotamia. The Perfians had fortified 

__their camp with a deep ditch and ramparts ; on which, as 

The hattle on the neighbouring hills, they had placed an in- 

of Siaga- Credible number of atchei's : their army was very numerous, 
rm, compoft'd of almoll all the nations of the Eaft, Sapor their 

king being determined to put the whole to the iiluc of a 
general engagement, and end, if poflible, by a fingle vic¬ 
tory, fo tedious and expenfive a war. He did not doubt 
that the Romans would attack him in his camp; and there¬ 
fore had fortified it with extraordinary care, placing bodies 
of archers on all the eminences which commanded the 
avenues leading to it. Accordingly the Romans, finding 
they could by no means entice the enemy into the open 
field, obliged Coiiftantius to lead them up to the ramparts 
The Ra Camp, which they attacked with a fury hardly to be 

mmsfMrce '•’^pteded, and forced, in fpite of the fhowers of arrows 
the Perjian were dil'charged upon them from the eminences, and 
roOT/i, the vigorous reliflance they met with from thofe in the 
camp. Great numbers of the Perfians were cut in pieces, 
and the reit put to llight, or taken prifoners : amongft the 
latter was the king’s fon, whom the Romans are faid to 
have put to death, after having caufed him to be publicly 
beaten with rods Thus the Romans made themfelves 
mailers of the enemy’s camp, baggage, and treafures: but 
while they were, without the lead apprehenfion of danger, 
quenching their drought with the frelh water, of which 
they found great plenty in the camp, the Perfian archers, 
rallying, fell upon them unexpefledly, andfnatched the vic¬ 
tory, to ufe the exprelhon of Libanius % out of their hands. 
butfuflain In this attack, which happened in the night-time, great 
havock was made of the Romans; but neverthelefs the Per¬ 
fians, as foon as day began to appear, withdrew beyond 
the Tigris, and broke down the bridges which they had 
laid over that river, that the Romans might not purfue 
them The lofs was great on both Tides ; but the Ro¬ 
mans, by remaining mailers of the field, claimed the vic¬ 
tory 

r Philollorg. lib. iii. c.vp. 12. p. 45. Socrat. lib. ii. cap. ij. p. 107. 

* Eiitiop. p. 58!!, Julian, p. 43. » Lib.p. 133, b Ibid. 

Julian. Ont. i. p. 45. c Ainmian. p. ixx. 
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In tlie following year, when UJpiiis Limenius and Aco- / diea,iful 
nius Catulinus were confuls, the city of Berytus was in earihi^uah 
great part overturned by an earthquake ; evhich fo fright- 
ened the inhabitants, that fuch of them as had not yet em¬ 
braced the Chriftian religion, crowded to the churches to 
be baptized : but the lives of fuch converts, not inftrutled 
in the holy myfteries, and the duties of their profeilion, did 
no great honour to the religion they pretended to embrace 
Conllans, in the beginning of this year, was in Gaul ' : 
there Athanafius took leave of him, upon his fetting out for 
his fee in Egypt. From Gaul he palled into Illyriciim, and 
was on the twenty-feventh of May at Sirmium '; whence 
he returned to Gaul before w'inter. Coiiftantius w'as on 
the firfl of April at Antioch, and fome time after at EdelTa 
in Mefopotamia-, whence he wrote to Athanaluis, prdhng 
him to haften his return to the Fall. He was at Conllan- 
tinople on the third of Oifloher. 'Fhe law' enaifled this 
year on the eleventh of April, exempting the ccclefiallics 
from all civil fuiiclions and employments, is comniuidy af- 
cribed to him. 

The following year 350, when Sergius and Nigrinianus 
were confuls, is remarkable for many great events. The 
Perfians, notwithftanding the lofs they had fuilained in 
348, returned with a powerful army, an incredible num¬ 
ber of elephants, and w'arlike engines of all kinds ; after 
ravaging Mefopotamia, and taking feveral fortrelTes there, 
they fat down before Nifibis the third time, and left no- Nifibii bt- 
thing unattempted to reduce that important place. Q,o\\-/'‘gid “ 
llantius w'as then at a great dillance, the diflurbaiices which 
happened this year in the Weft requiring his prefence 
there. But the city was defended by Lucilianus, father-in- 
law to Jovian, afterwards emperor, an officer of great cou¬ 
rage and experience, and by the holy bifhop James, in 
whofe prayers the garrifon and inhabitants confided more 
than in their own valour and arms s. The Perfians bat¬ 
tered the walls for feveral days together, with many en¬ 
gines which they had brought with them for that purpofe, 
and at the fame time endeavoured to undermine them ; but 
all their efforts proving ineffeflual. Sapor caufed the river 
Mygdonus, flowing through the city, to be turned into a 
new channel, hoping by that expedient to diftrefs the in¬ 
habitants for want of water; but finding them fufficiently 
fupplied with wells and fprings within the walls, he caufed 

I* Theoph. p. 3*. Cedren. p. 199. ' Athan. Apol. ii. p. 774.. 

i Cod. Theod. Cbronol. p. 48. i Pliiloftorg. lib. iii. cap. 13. 
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the courfe of the river to be Hopped, and thus laid the 
whole councry round the town under water; infomuch that 
it feemed an ifland in the miiHl of the fea. His defign was 
to overflow the town ; but as it flood on a rifing-ground, 
the waters did not reach the top of the walls t he there¬ 
fore ordered them to be battered with all kinds of warlike 
engines from fhips and boats, of which he aflembled an 
incredible number for that purpofe. This attack lifted fe- 
veral days ; but proving in the end ineffectual, Sapor cauf- 
ed the river to be flopped above the city by a wall or mole 
of an extraordinary breadth and height; which being fud- 
denly broken down, the waters rufhed with fiich violence 
againft the wall of the city, that it was overturned, and 
laid level with the ground, for the fpacc of a hundred cu¬ 
bits. 

The enemy, believing themfclves now mafters of the 
place, advanced with loud fhouts to the attack ; but, to 
their great furprize, met with fo vigorous a rcfiftancc, the 
garrifon and inhabitants being encouraged and animated by 
their holy bifhop, that the Perfians were obliged to retire, 
after having loft a great many men, horfes, and elephants, as 
the reader will find related at large by the emperor Julian 
Heaven itfelf feemed to efpoufe the caufe of the inhabitants 
of Nifibis ; for the Perfians, during the attack, were fo 
terrified with dreadful flafhes of lightning, winds, and rain, 
that they weie not in a condition either of defending them- 
felves, or offending their enemy *. They are faid to have 
loll in this one attack above ten thnufand men. Sapor did 
all that lay in his powder to prevent the inhabitants from 
repairing the breach, annoying them with incefl'ant fhowers 
of arrows, but to no effedl; for the very next morning he 
law, to his great furprize, a new wall raifed, and the gar- 
rifon ready to receive him. He continued the fiegc ; but 
was, as often as he attacked the place, repulfed with great 
lofs. P( fidcs, his army was annoyed with fwarms of fmall 
flies ; which, entering the noftrils of the horfes, and the 
trunks of the elephants, rendered them quite ungovern¬ 
able ; infomuch that great numbers of the Perfians were 
trodden under foot, and cruftied lo pieces To thefc evils 
was addeil a dreadful famine, and foon after a plague, 
which made a terrible havock in the Perfian camp, and in 
the end obliged Sapor to raife the fiegc, after it had lafted 
near four months, and retire with the lofs of twenty thou- 
fand men The many evils and calamities which affliQed 
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the Perfians during this memorable fiege, are afcribeJ by 
Theodore! and Sozomen to the prayers of James, biftiop of 
the place. It is certain, however, that Sapor was forced to 
abandon the enterprize, after having, in the tranfports of 
his rage, put fome of his chief commanders to death, and 
all thofe who had advifed him to this war. 

We (hall now give a fucciiidl account of the difturbanccs 
in the Weft, which encouraged the Perlians to invade the 
Roman dominions, and lay fiege to Nifibis. Magnentius, 
the fon of one Magnus, a native of Germany, and com¬ 
mander of fome troops appointed to guard the banks of the 
Rhine, finding Conftans univerfally defpifed by the army, 
on account of his indolence and inaiftivity, refolved to dif- 
patch him, and raife himfelf to the purple. He imparted his 
defign to Marcellinus, receiver of the revenues in Gaul, to 
Chreftiis, and fome other officers, and gained them over to 
his intereft. On the day appointed for the execution of the 
plot, Maicellinus, under pretence of celebrating his fon’s 
birth-day, invited Magnentius, and the chief officers of the 
army, to an entertainment, which lafted till the night was 
far ^vanced, when Magnentius withdrew, and foon after 
returned in the imperial robes, with all the enfigns of fo- 
vereignty. Such of the company as were privy to the de¬ 
fign, immediately faluted him with the title of Auguftus. 
The reft, who looked upon it at firft as a jeft, were eafily 
prevailed upon, as they were heated with wine, to follow 
the example of the confpirators; fo that Magnentius was, 
by all who were prefent, acknowleged emperor. This in¬ 
cident happened in the city of Autun, on the eighteenth 
of January, while Sergius and Nigrinianus were confuls, 
four years after the council of Sardica, and ten after the 
death of young Conftantine The ufurper immediately 
feized on the imperial palace at Autun, and diftributed 
among the populace what fums he found there ; which in¬ 
duced not only the city, but the neighbouring country, to 
efpoufe his caufe. Their example was followed by a body 
of cavalry detached from the army in lllyricuin, to rein¬ 
force that in Gaul. Magnentius, upon his firft alTuming 
the title of emperor, difpatched one Gaifo, a commander 
in the army, with orders to put Conftans to death. The 
unhappy prince, being informed of what had pafied, threw 
off the imperial robes, and fled towards Spain. But Gaifo, 
informed of the route he had taken, followed him clofe 
with a chofen body of troops, and overtaking him at He- 
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Conjians Icna, a fmall village at the foot of the Pyrenees, difpatched 
taitrtiered, him there with many wounds. 

Yr of FI Such was the end of Conflans, the great Conllantine’s 
xBoo. youngelt fon, in the thirtieth year of his age, and thirteenth 
JK. D. 350. of his reign. He was a zealous defender of the Chrillian 
U.C. 114.K. religion, and the ortliodox faith, a declared enemy to the 
~ iirians, Doiiatifts, and all feftaries. He filled the churches 
raiUr^' offerings, having nothing fo much at heart 

as the propagation of the gofpel, the abolifhing of idolatry, 
and the unity of the church So fays Athanafius, who 
never fpeaks of him but with the greatell; refpeft and ve- 
iier.itioii, giving him conflantly the title of lilefl'ed. The 
fame writer allures us, that he had received the facra- 


}lij cha- 
ratter. 


meiit of baptifm, and feems to rank him among the mar¬ 
tyrs. On the other hand, the Pagan writers treat his cha- 
ratler with great feverity. Aurelius Vidlor writes, that 
after he had reigned fonie years vidth great applaufe, he 
abandoned himfelf to cruelty and avarice Libanius charges 
him with fuffeiing one Eugenius, and his other favourites, 
to opprefs the people Victor the younger complains of 
his prelerring to the moft profitable employments fuch as 
were able to lay down moll money for them, without any 
regard to merit Eutropius likewife blames his minilters, 
and adds, that the many vices which began to appear in the 
prince, joined to the rapacioufnefs of his minilters, ren¬ 
dered him odious to the foldiery, and infuppoi tablc to the 
people 'i. Zofimus, an avowed enemy to all princes who 
profelTed the Chriftian religion, fpeaks of him as the moft 
cruel attd inhumatt tyrant that ever wore and difgraced a 
diadem. He paints him as one addidted to all manner of 
lewdnefs, and guilty of fueh r '.mes as arc moft repugnant 
to natureAurelius Victor, and Zonaras % feem to con- 
li]-m this charge. 

Magnentius, by the death of Conflans, became mailer 
of all the countries beyond the Alps, and fooii after of 
Italy, Sicily, and Africa. To ftrcngtlien his iiitereft, he 
declared his brother Defiderius, and Decentius, according 
to fomc, his other brother, according to others, only his 
coufin, Cxfars. The latter took alio the names of Mag- 
nentius and Magnus, and is diftinguiflicd on his medals 
with the uncommon title of Fortiffimus, or Mott Valiant'. 
The iiew's of the death of Conitans, and the revolt of 
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Gaul, no fooner reached lllyricum, than Veteratilo, general 
x>f the foot in Pannonia, aflumed the imperial robes, and 
caufed himfelf to be fainted with the title of Auguflus by 
the legions under his command, at Sirmium, on the firft of 
May, according to Idatius, or on the firft of Marcli, as we 
read in the chronicle of Alexandria. He was a native of 
Upper Mocfia, and advanced in years when he ufurped the 
fovereignty; but fo illiterate, that he then firft learned to 
read (D). Befides Magnentius and Vetcranio, a third pre¬ 
tender to the empire llarted up, in the perfon of Flavius 
Popilius Nepotianus, the fon of Eutrppia, filter to Con- 
ftantine the Great, who having affembled a company of 
gladiators, and others of defperate fortunes, alTumed the 
purple on the third of June, and in that attire prefented 
himfelf before the gates of Rome. The prefedb Anicetus, 
who commanded there for Magnentius, fallied out againft 
him with a body of Romans, who were foon repulfed, and 
driven back into the city; which Nepotianus took not long 
after, and filled with blood and flaughtcr, putting to death 
among the reft the prefedb Anicetus. Magnentius was no 
fooner informed of what had happened, than he fent Mar- 
cellinus, his chief favourite, and prime minifter, againft 
this new competitor. Nepotianus received him with great 
refolution ; and a bloody battle enfued between the foldicrs 
of Magnentius and the Romans who had efpoufed the caufe 
of Nepotianus ; but the latter being betrayed by a fenator, 


(D) Aurelius fpeaks of him 
as a man of parts; the em¬ 
peror Julian writes, that he was 
no defpieable man ; and Eu- 
troplus commends him on ac¬ 
count of his probity and affabi¬ 
lity; and adds, that as he had 
ferved in the army from his in¬ 
fancy, and had been always at¬ 
tended with fuceefs, he was 
vtniverfally beloved by the fol- 
diery. It appears, both from 
the chronicle of Alexandria, 
and from his medals, that he 
was a Chriftian. Philollorgius 
and Theophancs writes, that he 
was invefted with the purple by 
Conllantia, the eldelf filler of 
ponllantius, and widow of Au- 


nibalianus, who claimed that 
right, as having been declared 
emprefs by her brother Con- 
flantine. The emperor Julian 
docs not fpeak of him as an 
ufurper ; and Zonaras tells us, 
that in affuming the imperial 
dignity, he wrote to Conftan- 
tius, alfuring him that he had 
nothing in view but to oppofe 
the ufurper Magnentius; and 
that he lliould always look up¬ 
on himfelf rather as his lieute¬ 
nant, than an emperor or fove- 
rcign. Philollorgius adds, that 
Conllantius confirmed to him 
the title of emperor, and fent 
him the diadem (i). 


(i) Pliilolforg. p, 55. 
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named Heraclitus, his men were put to flight, and him- 
Htu/Uin, felf killed, after having enjoyed the fovereigntv twenty- 
eight days Marcellinus ordered his head to be carried 
on the point of a lance through the chief flreets of the 
city, put all thofc to death who had declared for him, and, 
under pretence of preventing future difturbances, com¬ 
manded a general maflacre of fuch as were any ways re¬ 
lated to Conftantiiie. On this occafion many perfons of 
great diftinftion were inhumanly murdered, and among the 
reft Eutropia, the mother of Nepotianus 

Soon after this conteft Magnentius himfelf repaired to 
Rome, to raife the neceflary fupplies for carrying on the 
war againft Conftantius, who was making great prepara- 
Komeiy tions to attack him, and revenge the murder of his brother. 
ranniiaUy The tyrant, during his ftay at Rome, put many perfons of 
B^rijfedby difiiniftion to death, in order to feize th eireftates; and op- 
prefled the reft in a moll tyrannical manner, obliging them, 
under pain of death, to contribute half of what they were 
worth towards the expences of the approaching war. Hav¬ 
ing, by tbefe means railed great fums, he aflembled a nu¬ 
merous army, confiding of Romans, Germans, Gauls, 
Franks, Britons, and Spaniards; but at the fame time 
dreading the uncertain iflTue of war, he difpatched ambaf- 
fadors to Conftantius, with offers of an accommodation 
That prince was then at Antioch, where, upon the firll 
advice of his brother’s death, he had caufed himfelf to be 
acknowleged emperor of the Weft. To fupport that title 
he had aflembled all the troops difperfed in the feveral pro¬ 
vinces of the Eaft, and a more powerful fleet, if the em¬ 
peror Julian is to be credited, than that with which Xerxes 
Cmflantiui formerly invaded Greece. Conftantius fet out from An- 
marchej tioch about the beginning of the autumn, and paffing 

a^aiuft through Conftantinople, arrived at Heraclca, where he was 

met by deputies from Magnentius and Veteranio, who had 
agreed to fupport each other, in cafe Conftantius would not 
hearken to an accommodation. The terms propofed by 
their deputies were, that they fhould afllft him with all 
their forces againft the Perfians and other Barbarians, and 
acknowlege him as the firft emperor, provided he fuflered 
them to enjoy the fame title. The deputies of Magnentius 
propofed in his name a match between him and Conftantia, 
or rather Conftantina, the filler of Conftantius, and widow 

“ Zof. lib. ii. p. 693. Eutrop. p. 588. Aur. Vi6l. p. 517. Ammian. 
p, 316, 319. w Themift. Orat. ii. p. 43. Julian. Orat. iii. p. 
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of Annlbalianus, offering at the fame time to Conftantius 
the fifter of Magnentius 

But Conftantius, refolved to hearken to no terms, order- Conflantiut 
cd the deputies, both of Magnentius and Veteranio, to be rejeSs ihr 
committed to cuftoJy, and purfuing his march with incre- 
dible expedition, arrived at Sardica, before Veteranio knew jationpr,. 
of his departure from Heraclea. However, he affembled psfrdby 
in hafte a body of troops, refolved to put the whole to the Magntn- 
iffueof a battle; which Conftantius wifely declined, offer- 
ing to conclude a feparatc treaty with Veteranio, that he 
might not have two enemies to contend with at once. Ve¬ 
teranio liftened to__the propofal, and being acknowleged 
emperor by Conftantius, joined him with all his forces. 

The two princes, after the roiijumftion of their forces, 
mounted the tribunal togethei to harangue their troops. 
Conftantius, who fpoke firlt, reminded the foldiers, in a 
very elegant and artful fpeech, of their obligations to his 
father ; of the bounties they had received from him, and 
of the oaths of allegiance which they had taken to his fons : 
he concluded with exhorting them not to fuffer the inhu¬ 
man murder of his brother, the fon of fo great a prince, to 
pafs unrevenged; and declaring, that he only demanded 
what was in jullice due to him, it being agreeable to all 
the laws of equity, that to a brother fliould fucceed a bro¬ 
ther, and not a ftraiiger, much lefs an open enemy to the 
whole imperial family^. Though this fpeech was levelled 
againft Magnentius alone, yet the foldiers, applying it to 
Veteranio, cried nut aloud, that they acknowleged no other ' '' 

emperor but Conftantius, pulled Veteranio down from the 
tribunal, and obliged him to quit the purple and diadem. 

He thereupon threw himfelf at Conftantius’s feet, and im¬ 
plored his mercy. The emperor received him with great 
kindnefs, embraced him, ftyled him father, entertained 
him at his table, and afterwards fent him to Prulia in Bi- 
tbynia, where he allowed him a maintenance fuitable to 
his quality. This incident happened, according to fome, 
at Sirmium, according to others, at Naiffus, on the 25th 
of December, ^^50. Veteranio fpciit the refidue of his life 
in works of piety, in aftirting daily at the holy myfteries, 
and in relieving the diftrefled, without ever intermeddling 
in affairs of Rate ; he is even faid to have written frequently 
to Conftantius, returning him thanks for having delivered 
him from the anxiety ami cares attending the fovereignty, 
and bythefc means procured him the happinefs he enjoyed *. 
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Conflantius, now mailer of all Illyricum, which was held 
by Veteranio, and of the army he commanded, confifting 
of an incredible number of foot, and twenty thoufand 
horfe, refolved to march againfl Magnentius, as foon as 
the feafon would allow him to take the field, and attack the 
tyrant in hisow'ri dominions. In the mean time, upon ad¬ 
vice that the Perfians were preparing to invade the eallern 
provinces, he married his iiller Conllantina, the w'idow of 
Annibalianus, to Gallus his coufin-german, the fon of his 
uncle Julius Conflantius; created him Cicl'ar on the 15th 
of March ; allotted him for his fhare not only all the Eafb, 
but Thrace and Corillantlnople ; and font him to Antioch 
to oppofe the Perfians, in cafe of an invafionPhilollor- 
gius writes, that before the two princes parted, they took 
a folcmn oath, in the prefence of Theophilus, aiid the 
other bilhops then at court, to maintain an inviolable fide¬ 
lity to each otherThe Perfians contented themfelves 
with making fome inroads into the Roman dominions, but 
were conflantly repulfed by Callus. Thefe inroads and 
incurfions conflitute the war mentioned by Philoftorgius 
andTheophanes and faid to have been finifhed with great 
glory by Gallus Ca;far. About the fame time that Gallus 
was created Cxfar by Conflantius, Magnentius, who was 
then at Milan, gave the fame title, according to Zonaras, 
to his brother Decentius, whom he difpatched into Gaul, 
to defend that country againfl the Barbarians who had in¬ 
vaded it; for Conflantius had not only infligated the Franks 
and Saxons to break into that province, by promifing to re- 
linquifli to them all the places they flrould reduce, but had 
fentthem large fupplies of money and arms for that purpofe'. 

The Barbarians, upon this encouragement, invaded Gaul 
with a numerous army, overthrew Decentius in a pitched 
battle, committed every-where dreadful ravages, and re¬ 
duced the country to the deplorable condition in which Ju¬ 
lian found it, as he himfelf relates in the year 356 ^ In 
the mean time Magnentius, having alTembled a formidable 
army, confifting chiefly of Gauks, Franks, and Saxons, 
left Italy, and crofTing the Alps, advanced into the plains 
of Pannonia, where Conflantius, whofe main flrength 
confifted in cavalry, was waiting for him. Magnentius, 
hearing that his competitor was encamped at a fmall dif- 
tance, difpatched ameffengcr to him, inviting him into the 
cxtcnfivc plains of Scifeia on the Save, to decide which of 
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them had the beft title to the empire. Conftantius accept¬ 
ed the challenge with great joy, and ordered his troops to 
file off towards Scifeia ; but as they marched in diforder 
they fell into an ambufeade, and W'ere put to flight with 
great daughter Magnentius, elated with this fuccefs, Magnin- 
qnjckened his march towards Scifeia, without attending to 
the^erms propofed by Philip, in Conflantius’s name, who 
dreading the evil confequences of a civil war, ofl'ered to ' ^ 
yield the pra;fe£lure of Gaul, that is, Gaul, ,Spain, and 
Britain, and to acknowlege him emperor, upon condition 
that he relinquiflied Italy. Philip being difmiiTed, Mag¬ 
nentius attempted to pafs the Save in the neighbourhood of 
Scifeia; but the gartifon fallying our, and Conflanlius, 
who was at a fmall diftance, haflening with a Itrong de¬ 
tachment to fupport them, the ufurper’s men were put to 
flight, and great numbers of them cut in pieces. Notwith- 
llanding this defeat, he fent, a few days after, Titianus, 
a Roman fenator, with the charatlcr of ambalTador, to 
Conftantius, advifing him, if he tendered his life, to re- 
linquifh the empire, and pafs the refidue of his days in 
retirement. To this haughty meilagc, and the bitter invec¬ 
tives uttered by Titianus, againU the great Conllantine and 
his children, which Zolimus himfelf llylcs outrageous in- 
fults, Conftantius anfwered with great temper, that he did 
not doubt but heaven wmuld efpoufe his caufe, and revenge 
the blood of his brother on the author of his death 

While the two armies lay at a fmall diltance from each 
other, Sylvanus, of whom hereafter, abandoning Magnen¬ 
tius, fled over to Conftantius, with a confiderable body of 
cavalry under his eonimaiul. Magnentius, no way intimi- Sdfda 
dated at his defection, attacked .Scifeia, and having taken 
it by aflault, and levelled it with the ground, he laidwafle tius and 
the whole country lying on the Save, and then fat down levtUrd 
before Sirniium, the metropolis of Illyricuni ; but not being 'with the 
able to reduce it, he removed from thence, and lai d clofe 
fiege to Murfa ; a ftep which obliged Conftantius to quit 
his camp at Cibale, where his father hail fornterly defeated 
Licinius, and hallen to the lelief of the place. Magnen¬ 
tius, informed of hi.-, appro,ich, placed lour thoufand Gauls 
in a neighbouring wooil, with oiders to fall upon the ene¬ 
my’s rear, w'hen they found both armies engaged. But 
Conftantius receiving timely notice of the ambufeade, feiz- 
ed all the avenues leading to the wood, by which means 
the party was cut off*. After having taken this precaution, 
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Cotiilantius approached Murfa, and drew up his army in 
the adjoining plain, along the Drave or Draw, on which 
Murfa flood, the river being on his right, and Mag- 
nentius’s left. Both armies, thus ranged in battle-array, 
continued in the prefence of each other till the clofe of the 
day; during which time Magnentius, though he profejTed 
the Chriftian religion, is faid to have facrificed, by the ad¬ 
vice of a magician, a virgin, and to have obliged his men 
to drink of her blood mixed with wine. 

At length the fignal was given, and the two armies ad¬ 
vanced againft each other with great fury. Magnentius’s 
centre, according to the account of the emperor Julian 
was, at the firll onfet, put in diforder by Conflantius’s left 
wing and cavalry ; a difafler which Magnentius, who had 
drawn them up unlkilfully, as being altogether ignorant of 
the art of war, no fooncr obferved, than he abandoned 
them, and fhaniefully fled. His men, efpecially the Gauls 
and Barbarians, afliamed to follow the example of their 
leader, though broken, and in the utmofl confufion, often 
rallied in platoons, and, in fpite of the utmofl efforts of 
the victorious army, maintained their ground till the night 
was far advanced, having no lefource but in vi£lory, and 
being animated by their commanders, who were men 
of great valour and experience. Some, favoured by the 
darknefs of the night, made their efcape ; but the far 
greater part were either cut in pieces or puflied into the 
river, and drowned Such was the ifl'ue of the memor¬ 
able battle of Murfa, fought, according to the emperor Ju¬ 
lian, about the end of the autumn ; but, according to Ida- 
tius, on the 28th of September. Zonaras writes, that 
Magnentius loft on this occaGon twenty-four thoufand men, 
and that the lofs of Conflantius amounted to thirty thou¬ 
fand ; but this account mull be exaggerated. However 
that be, the empire was greatly weakened by this blow, 
and the battle of Murfa is generally reckoned by the an¬ 
cients one of the mofl dreadful calamities that ever hap¬ 
pened to liomc™. Mofl of the officers on both fides were 
killed, and among the reft Menelaus, who commanded the 
Aimenian archers under Conflantius, and had greatly Gg- 
nalized himfelf during the engagement. He was Gain by 
Romulus the enemy’s general, who being mortally wounded 
by him, would not retire till he had killed the perfon who 
had given him the wound. Marcellinus, the chief author 
of this war, and all the evils attending it, difplayed uncom- 
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mon cournge in the battle; but was never afterwards heard 
of, nor could his body be found ; whence he was believed 
to have been drowned in the river. As foon as it w'as day 
the emperor, beholding from an adjoining eminence the 
plain covered, and the river choaked up, vi'ith dead bodies, 
\puld not refrain from tears at fo melancholy a fight, more 
grieved at the daughter of fo many men than rejoiced at 
the victory, he ordered all the flain to be buried w'ithout 
dillinCtioii, and fuch as were wounded to be attended with 
care. At the fame time he caufed a general pardon to be 
proclaimed for all thofe who had borne .arms againft him ; 
thofe only excepted who had been concerned in the death 
of his brother Conllans ". Magnentius, abandoning Pan- 
nonia, fled with the remains of his fliattered army into 
Italy, there to recruit his broken forces, and try the for¬ 
tune of another battle”, Conlfantius did not purfue him, 
becaufe the winter approached, fays Julian; and likewife, 
becaufe his army was greatly fatigued, weakened, and 
coiifcquently not in a condition to undertake any new ex¬ 
pedition. 

Next year Decentius Cxfar and Paulus were acknowleg- 
cd confuls at Rome, and Conftantius the fifth time, with 
Gallus Caefar, at Conllantinople. Confiantius pafled the 
winter at Sirmium, as appears from the dates of feveral of 
his conlfitutions. By one dated the twenty-fixth of Febru¬ 
ary of this year 352, and addrelfed to the prefeCl Rufinus, 
he granted to eunuchs the liberty of making tefiaments f ; 
whence it is evident, that till his time, they had been ex¬ 
cluded from that privilege. Coiiflantius was a great fa¬ 
vourer of eunuchs, and entirely governed by them and his 
other domeftics s. Magnentius having, after the battle of 
Murfa, fortified the paffes of the Alps, and left a fufficient 
number of troops to defend them, remained the whole 
winter at Aquileia, pafling his time, if Julian is to be cre¬ 
dited, in feafting and debaucheries, as if no danger threat¬ 
ened him. But Confiantius, as foon as the feafon was 
proper for aClion, affembled his troops, and having, with¬ 
out the lofs of one man, furprifed and taken a cattle on the 
Alps, in which Magnentius had left a ftrong garrifon, ad¬ 
vanced in order to force the reft. His fudden approach 
flruck the tyrant with fuch terror, that he immediately 
abandoned Aquileia, and ordered the troops that guarded 
the other paffes on the Alps to follow him. In confequence 
of this prepofterous conduCl, Conftantius entered Italy 
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without oppofition, made himfelf mafter of Aquilela anrl 
the neighbouring- country. From thence he advanced to 
Pavia, where Magnentius gained a con/iderabJe advantage 
over him; which, however, did not prevent him from re¬ 
ducing the whole country bordering on the Po, while the 
foldiers of Magnentius abandoned him in whole troops, an;’.' 
delivered up to the enemy the places they garrifoned. Tins 
defedfioii fo dilheartened the tyrant, that in the end he left 
Italy, and retired with all his forces into Gaul 

Conftantiiis was mafter of Rome and Italy before the 
third of November, for we find a law bearing date, ad- 
drefled to the Roman people, wherein the emperor declares 
void fome of the afts of Magnentius Not fatisfied with 
driving him from Italy, he fent a powerful fleet to feize on 
Africa and Carthage ; which immediately fubmitted, as did 
foon after Sicily and Spain. At the fame time feveral cities 
in Gaul revolted from the tyrant, and among the reft 
Treves, the inhabitants of which important place, fhutting 
their gates againft Decentius C-jefar, the tyrant’s brother, 
declared for Conftantius, and chofe one Pemcnes to govern 
them in his name. Magnentius, apprehending his affairs 
to be now in a defperate condition, difpatched to Conftan¬ 
tius a fenator, and after him fome bifhops, to treat of a peace, 
offering to refign the fovereignty, upon condition that the 
emperor would grant him his life, and fome honourable em¬ 
ployment : but the emperor treated the fenator as a fpy, and 
difmiffed the bifliops without deigning to return them an 
anfwer'. Magnentius, perceiving there was no room left 
lor pardon, recruited his army, and difpatched an affaflin 
into the Eaft to murder Gallus Ctefar, hoping that his death 
would oblige the emperor to withdraw his forces from 
Gaul, and march in perfon to the defence of the cafterii 
provinces, threatened by the Perfians. The affaflin had 
already gained fome of Gallus’s guards; but the plot being 
difeovered before it could be put in execution, they were 
all feized and executed as traitors. 

towards the clofe of this, or the beginning of the fol¬ 
low ing year ji;Conftantius married Eufebia, a native of 
1 iK'il-.doiUL a, the daughter of a confular, and of a lady M'ho 
is greatly coni riu nded for lier chaftity, and the extraordi- 
naiy care the took in cilucati.ig her children after the death 
ol her hufband ■ She Ii.id two brothers, Eufebius and Hy¬ 
patias, whom we fhail lec conluls in 359- The emperor 
fent for her out of Maccdon, married her with great fo- 
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lemnity, loved her to the lafl; more than he had loved any of 
his other wives (for he had feveral), and to perpetuate the 
memory of her name, made a new diocefe, romprehending 
Bithyiiia, and feme other provinces, to which he gave the 
"mame of Pietas, or Piety, the import of the Greek word 
( 1 )). Conftantius was this year, as appears from 
thei\n's of his laws, on the twenty-lixth of February, and 
fifth orMarch, at Sirmium ; on the eighth of April at .Sa- 
haria in Pannonia ; on the tvveiity-feventh of the fame 
month, the thirteenth of May, and the twenty-fourth of 
June, at Sirmium ; on the third of November, at Milan ; 
and, on the firlf of December, again at Sirmium *. 

In the fucceeding year, when Conftantius was conful 
the fixth time, and Gallus Csefar thefeuond, the war againft 
Magnentius was carried on with more vigour than ever. 


w Ammian. lili. Mxi. 
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(D) She is greatly commend¬ 
ed by Ammianus (1), Zolimus 
(z), and above all by Julian, 
who wrote her jranegyric about 
the3'ear 3 57 (3), tor her beau¬ 
ty, virtue, obliging behaviour, 
fkill ill polite learning, and pru¬ 
dence. Baronins fpeaks of her 
as a profclTed enemy to the ca¬ 
tholic church, and a zealous fii- 
vonrer of the Arians. Suidas 
tells us, that Leontius bifhop 
of Tripoli in Lydia, refuling 
to wait upon the emprefs, be- 
caufe (he had received other bi- 
Ihops with great haughtinefs, 
the fent for him ; but he, in- 
ftead of complying immediately 
with her inelTage, acquainted 
her, that he thought himfelf 
obliged to avoid appearing be¬ 
fore her, unlefs Hie promifed to 
receive him with that refpeft 
which was due to his charafter; 
that is, to defeend from her 
throne, as Toon as he appeared; 
to meet him near the door ; to 
receive his blefling in a humble 


polliire ; and Hand till he had 
taken his place, and given her 
leave to lit down. Suidas and 
Philoftorgius (4) bellow great 
encomiums on Leontius, and 
paint him as a man of extraor¬ 
dinary merit; but to us he 
feenis to have been, at lead; 
deftitute of prudence and dif- 
cretioii. The prelates of thd 
church ought not to flatter 
princes with a mean complai- 
I'ance ; but neither are they al¬ 
lowed, in admonilhing them of 
their faults, to be wanting to 
that refpeift which is due to 
their high flation. Eufebia 
proved barren ; whence, ei¬ 
ther out of jealoufj', or for 
fome reafons of llate unknown 
to us, flie obliged her lifter-in¬ 
law Helena, whom Julian had, 
by her intereft, obtained in 
marriage of Conftantius, to take 
a potion, which made her mif- 
carry as often as Ihe proved 
with child (5}. 
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and happily ended by a third battle fought by the em¬ 
peror’s generals in the Cottian Alps, that is, in the Higher 
Haiiphinc, near a caftle called Mons Seleucus, or Mens 
Seleuci, between Die and Clap, not far from the place 
•where the prefent borough of Afpres llaiuls*. The forces 
Magnen- of Magnentius beiiig in this battle likewife routed 
tius deUat- brol^gn, the tyrant took flielter in Lions; but the fev'Vol- 
ediH au. jjjgjg vvho attended him, defpairing now of any'farther 
fuccefs, refolved to piirchafe the emperor’s favour by de¬ 
livering up to him liis rival, the author of the prefent ca¬ 
lamitous war; and accordingly furrounded the houfe-where 
he lodged, to prevent his cfcape. It was probably on this 
occafioii, that Magnentius addieffing himlelf to his men, 
they, inllead of lilleningto him, cried out with one voice, 
“ Long live Conftantius Augultus.” The tyrant, well ap- 
prifed of the intention of his men, and thereupon tranf- 
ported with rage and defpair, firfl flew with his own hand 
his mother, his brother Dcfiderius, whom he had created 
Ctefar, and fuch of his relations and friends as were with 
Yr. of FI. him; and then, fixing his fword in a wall, threw himfelf 
upon it, to avoid, by that means, a more fliameful death, 
which he well deferved, and had jull reafon to apprehend, 

_ if he fell alive into the hands of Conftantius .Such was 

He layinii- the deferved end of the tyrant and ufurper Magnentius, the 
dent hands firft, fayfonic writers, who brought a fcandal upon Chrif- 
tnh'mfelf, t‘|g,nity, of which he made an outward profeffion, by the 
murder of his lawful fovercign- 

All authors agree, that Magnentius died this year 353, 
about the middle of Auguft, after he had held the fupreme 
power three years, and near feven months, being, at the 
time of his death, about fifty years old. liis head was, by 
the emperor’s orders, cut off. and carried through moll of 
Deeentius jjjg provinces of the empire His brother Decentius Cte- 
^firangles marching to his affiftaiicc, and had already 

himfetj, reached Sens, hearing of his death, and finding himfelf 
furrounded on all fides by the enemy’s forces, chofe rather 
to ftranglc himfelf, than to fall alive into the emperor’s 
hands. His death happened on the eighteenth of Auguft 
On fome of his medals he is ftyled Auguftus ; and both on 
his, and thofe of Magnentius, mention is made of a vic¬ 
tory gained by the two Augufti, and by Caefar. This vic¬ 
tory is peihaps the advantage they gained over Conftantius 
at Pavia, as we have related above; after which Magnen- 
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tius probably gave Deccntius the title of emperor. Zonaras 
writes, that DefiJerius was not killed by Magnentius, but 
dangeroufly wounded ; and that upon his recovery he 
yielded himfelf up to ConflantiusThat author does not 
Veil us what reception he met with ; but Julian fays in ge- 
nSqjl terms, that Conllantius, after the vidfory, fiieathed f-r- 
his Nmrd, and fpared thofc who were fufpefled of the 
greateft crimes, the tyrant’s favourites and confidants, and gyf^si 
fuch as, taking upon them to difcharge his embaflies, had 
abufed their prince in a moft outrageous manner. 

But other hiltorians do not fpeak fo favourably of Con- frm whom 
ftantius ; Zofimus tells us, that not able to bear his good hijiorians 
fortune, he grew proud, haughty, and imperious. Libanius 
aflerts, that thofe who had fervcd under Magnentius, 
dreading the feverity of Conllantius, and not daring to Ihew 
thcmfelves, turned public robbers, and infclled the high¬ 
ways, till they were again taken into the fervice by Julian 
Ammianus alTures us, that the emperor fpared none who 
had, or were fufpedted to have rendered the ufurper any 
conliderable fervice ; and that many officers, both civil and 
military, were under that pretence loaded with chains, and 
dragged to the tribunal of the emperor, who fentenced 
them to death, or feized their eflates, and confined them 
to defert iflands, upon the depofition of their known ene¬ 
mies, or perfons altogether unworthy of credit : and fre¬ 
quently upon bare fufpicions, when no one appeared againfb 
them Many innocent perfons, fays the fame writer, were 
put to death, or banifhed : among the latter he names one 
Gerontius, who had been honoured by Magnentius with 
the title of comes or count, and was therefore firll racked, 
by Conftaiitius’s order, in a molt inhuman manner, and 
then fent into exile. 

As the emperor gave ear to informations, informers mul¬ 
tiplied without number; but the moft mifehievous of that 
infamous tribe was one Paulus, a Spaniard, who had the 
charaifler of fecrctary, and was nicknamed Catena ; that 
is, Chain ; being remarkable for making accufations arife 
from one another, and linking them together, as it were, 
in a chain. He was fent into Britain, to bring from thence Paulus Ca- 
the tribunes and other officers, who had fided with Mag- 
nentius. He difeharged this commiffion with fuch cruelty t/jernTniu 
and injuflice, that Mariinus, a man of known integrity, Eniaia, 
and at that time vicar of the ifland, generoufly interpofing 
in behalf of the innocent, declared, that unlefs Paulus al- 
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tereJ his meafures, he would withdraw from his frovern- 
ment, not being able to fee the innocent thus tyrannically 
opprcfTed, and confounded with the guilty. This declara¬ 
tion Paulus highly refentcd, and even threatened to treat 
him as a traitor, and fend him loaded with chains to the- 
emperor.- Thus provoked, Martinus drawing his fwot-M-, 
attempted to kill the informer ; but he dexteroufly avci''jing 
the pufl), received only a flight wound; and tk'e' brave 
Martinus buried his fvvnrd in his own breafl. Notwith- 
Handing the odium which the death of fo deferving a man 
ti cruelty. Condantius, all thofe whom Paulus 

brought to him were Ifrippcd of their eflates, and cither 
profciibed, baniflied, or put to death. The emperor rivas 
this year, on the fixth of Septemher, at I.ions, as appears 
from a law bearing that date, which declares all the public 
adfs of the ufurper void, and pi omiles indemnity and par¬ 
don to all concerned in his revolt, excepting thofe who 
were guilty of five crimes, which the laws puniflied with 
death e. By another law of this year, he granted many 
valuable privileges and exemptions to the clergy, to their 
wives, children, and domcllics. From Lions the emperor 
removed to Arks, where he pafled the winter, and fokm- 
nized with great pomp and rejoicings the end of the thir¬ 
tieth year of his reign, reckoning from the time he had 
been created Citfar; that is, from the eighth of Llovem- 
ber 323 

Gaul was this year ravaged by the Barbarians beyond the 
Rhine, and the difhanded troops of Magnentius. At Rome 
the populace rofe on account of the fcarcity of provifions, 
and committed great difordcis. In Afia the Ifaurian rob- 
Thelfau- bers over-ran Lycaoiiia and Pamphylia, and even laid fiege 
rlT/Vsrra/ Sekucia, a great and populous city, and the capital of 
froniinces. Count Caftricius defended the place with three 

legions, fays Ammianus. Gallus C-xfar no fooncr received 
intelligence of the liege of Sckucia, than he difpatched 
Nibridius, count of the Eaft, to the relief of the place, who 
obliged the Ifauriaus to abandon the enterprize, and take 
refuge In their inaeceflibk mountains. At the fame time 
the Saracens committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia ; 
and the Perfians, under the command of Nohadarus, at¬ 
tempted to furprife the city of Batne, in the province of 
Anthemulla, on the Euphrates, on occafion of a great fair 
which was annually held there for the vent of Indian and 
Chinefc commodities. But the Eaftern provinces were not 

K Cod, Theodof. Jib. ix. tit. 38. leg. x. p. xjo, t* Ainroiatl, 
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fo mucli harrafled by the Barbarians as by Gallus bimfelf, 
who commanded there with the title of Cxfar, and go¬ 
verned like a tyrant and madman. His unexpefted ad¬ 
vancement at the age of twenty-four, or twenty-five, his 
^reat quality (for he was nephew of Conllantine, the coufin 
^d brother-in-law of Conltantius), fome flight advantages 
obt2-j|jed over the Jews, Perfians, and Ifaurians, and the 
flattemt^ panegyrics of Libaniiis and others, pronounced 
before him, infpired him with fuch pride and arrogance, 
that he became altogether infupportable, and abandoned 
bimfelf to every aft of violence and oppreflion. He is even 
fald to have entertained thoughts of revolting from Conftan- 
tius, and claiming the empire for himfelf*. He was naturally 
inclined to cruelty ; and his wife Conftantina, inftead of 
foftening his favage temper, took pains to encourage him 
in his ferocity, and to exafperate him againll fuch as did 
not yield to her the moft; flavifli fubmiflion, being elated be- 
vond meafure with the refleftioii, that flie was the daughter 
and filler of an emperor, the widow of a king, and the 
wife of Cxfar. Aminianus llyles her the Megsra, or fury 
of her fex ; and adds, that her cruelty was equal to her am¬ 
bition 

Gallus, thus ftimulated by his natural cruelty, and the 
relllefs and turbulent fpirit of his wife, broke out into all 
afts of violence imaginable. Some were murdered upon 
bare fufpicions ; others deprived of their cllates, and ba- 
niflied. The prince entertained an incredible number of 
informers and fpies, who, infniuating ihenifelves into all 
companies, made exaggerated reports of what they heard; 
and the perfons thus accufed were liurried to execution, or 
privately difpatched. Gallus himfelf, in order to make dif- 
coveiies, ufed to walk the flreets in the night-time in dif- 
guife, and mix with the populace in public houfes. His 
fufpicious and cruel temper being once difeovered, fuch as 
had piivate enemies laid hold of the prince’s foible to gra¬ 
tify their own hatred, nothing being more eafy than to de- 
flroy the moft innocent perions, and procure the confifea- 
tion of their eftates ; for under Gallus it w'as one and the 
fame thing to be accufed or ful'pefted, and condemned. By 
tliefe means all the cities and provinces were filled with 
blood and flaughter ; and no man, fays Ammianus, how¬ 
ever free from guilt, was fure to live, or enjoy his eftate, a 
w'hole day. Thalaffus, at that time prefeft of the Eaft, 
was greatly concerned at the conduft of Gallus; and had 

l Socrat. lib. ii. cap, 34. p. nS. Liban. V’it. p. 34. ^ Am- 
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he been a man of prudence and difcrction, might have 
cafily correfted it, and prevented many diforders } but be¬ 
ing hinafclf of a haughty and imperious temper, inftead of 
?dmoni(hing Gailus of his faults with the refpeft that was 
due to his rank, he oppofed him with too much heat, and 
checked him with a great deal of roughnefs and ill-nature/^ 
|de even informed the emperor of all his aflrions, 
gerating every thing to a great degree, not privatf.>/T but 
in public, with a defign Gailus (hould know he had done 
it; a circumftance which, inftead of reclaiming, prompt¬ 
ed him to ftill greater cxceflcs, that he might not feem to 
yield to his inferior 

^aflanuat The emperor, having paffed the winter at Arles, went 
early m the fpring lo Valence, with a defign to march 
Altmans, againft Gondomadus and Vadomorus, two brothers, kings 
of the Alemans, who had made frequent inroads into that 
part of Gaul which lay next to their territories. The ren¬ 
dezvous of the troops defigned for this expedition was at 
Chalons on the Soane, where they began to mutiny for 
want of provifions, the heavy rains that had fallen prevent¬ 
ing the arrival of the corn that was expected from Aqui- 
Conftantius was inclined to fend to the mutinous 
army Rufinus, prefedl of Gaul, with a defign to expofe 
him to the fury of the incenfed foldiery, he being very 
powerful, and by the mother’s fide uncle to Gailus, on 
whofe ruin the emperor had already refolved. ButRufinus’s 
friends at court prevailed upon the emperor to change his 
intention ; and Eufebius, Conftantius’s chamberlain, gained 
over the moft mutinous and refraftory by diftribuling mo¬ 
ney among them privately. The emperor ftaid fomc time 
at Valence, and there received certain advice of what Gailus 
had done ; that is, as we conjecture, of the murder of 
Domitian. 

The mutiny being appeafed, and the expe£ted convoys 
arriving, the army marched chearfully towards Rauracum 
on the Rhine, a little above the prefent city of Bafle, where 
Auevipti the emperor attempted to lay a bridge over that river ; but 
J” the Germans from the other; fide of the Rhine difeharged 

bridgeover iricelTmt fliovvers of darts and arrows, that the defign 
the Rhine- was laid glide as altogether impra£licablc. This mifear- 
riage reduced the emperor to great dilEculties; but while 
he was at a lofs what courfe to take, a perfon well acquaint- 
etl with the country Ihewed him a place where the river 
was fordable. They were however prevented from crofting 
it, by the unexpedfed arrival of deputies from the enemy’s 

> Ammian. p, 17, 
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camp to fue for peace ; which the emperor, by the advice 
of his council, readily granted, that he might be at leifure 
to confult what meafures might be taken with lefpefh to his 
coufm Callus Csfar, of whofe extravagant conduft new 
complaints were daily laid before him. With this view he 
l?\ft Gaul, as foon as the treaty was concluded, and repair- 
ed>.^ihn, where he pafled the winter™. In the begin- 
ning^the prefent year, great difturbances were raifed at 
Antioch, on account of the fcarcity of provifions ; for 
Callus commanding the magiftrates to lower the prices, and 
they reprefenting that this ftep, inftead of mitigating, would 
incrcafe the evil, he caufed fome of them to be publicly 
executed, and others to be dragged to prifon. But Hono- 
ratus, who was ftill eount of the Eall, oppofed this wild 
deeree, and fet the prifoners at liberty 

Some time after this tranfadlion. Callus being to fet out 
for Hierapolis, the people of Antioch befought him to give 
orders before his departure for conveying corn to their city 
from other countries ; he anfwered, that if they were not 
fupplied, it was the fault of Theophilus, governor of Syria. 
This anfwcr the people remembered, and the price of pro- 
viiions incrcafing, four or five mean perfons threw them- 
felves upon Theophilus in the circus. Ihe populace im¬ 
mediately aflembling, not only murdered him, but, tranf- 
ported with rage, dragged his body about the ftreets ; a 
treatment which he did not deferve, having difeharged his 
employment with great inildnefs and integrity- They at¬ 
tempted to treat Eubulus, one of the chief men in the city, 
and his fon, in the fame manner ; but they found means 
to cfcape the fury of the multitude; who neverthelefs 
burnt their houfes. The death of Theophilus ”, thus aban¬ 
doned by Callus to the rage of the multitude, and his pro- 
tetfing one Serenianus, who was univerfally hated by all 
good men, and had even afpired to the empire, greatly pre¬ 
judiced Conftanlius againll him. The emperor, however, 
wrote feveral obliging letters to him ; but at the fame time, 
under various pretences, drew the flower of his troops into 
the Weft. About this time J'halaffus, prefc^ of the Eaft, 
dying, Conftantius named in his room one Domitian; and 
in piving him his inftru£tions at his departure, told him, 
among other things, he had been informed that Callus 
was dcfiroiis of coming to Italy, and paying him a vifit; 
adding, “ If you think it proper, you may coiulutl him to 

IT. Cod. Theod. Cliron. p. 5*. " Ammian. lib. xiv. p. i^. 
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iry prefence ; but let it be done with all the duty and re* 
fpeft owing to his birth and llation. 

Theimpru- Domitiaii underllood the emperor’s meaning ; but being 
tnean birth, he wanted politenefs and addrefs to execute 
Du- orders, agreeably to the prince’s intention. Qty' 

fnilian. arrival at Antioch, he went dircftly to the houfc wh^ 

the prefefts lodged, without paying his refpefts to fk^Sar, 
though he palTed before his palace j and, under ctfibur of 
being indifpofed, flayed feveral days at home, informing 
himfelf of the condudf of (iallus, and fending to the em¬ 
peror an exaggerated account of all he heard. At length .. 
Gallus fending him word that he fhould be glad to fee him, 
he went to court; and coming up to the prince, “ You 
mult go (faid he abruptly) to Italy ; for fuch is the empe¬ 
ror’s pleafure; whicli if you refufe to comply with, I lhall 
Hop the nectlTary appointments for the maintenance of 
your houfhold.” Having thus fpoken, he vidthdrew with¬ 
out uttering another word, or waiting the prince’s anfwer, 
who called him back, and afterwards often fent for him ; 
but could never prevail upon him to appear again at court. 
Gallus, highly provoked, and not without reafon, at the 
condudl of the prefedl, ordered him to be put under arreft. 
Montius, or, as others call him, Magnus, then quarflor, 
forefeeing the evil confequences that muft. inevitably attend 
the execution of this order, thought himfelf obliged to pre¬ 
vent them ; and with great franknefs told Gallus, that he 
ought to pull down the flatucs of Conilantius, before he 
thought of arrefling or putting to death a prefe£l f. Others 
fay, that addreffing himfelf to Gallus, he fpoke to this ef- 
fc£l, with an air of contempt: “ The emperor has not 
thought fit to trull you with the power of creating a fingle 
inagiftrate, and you talk of putting a prefefl to death s”. 
Gallus, oflended at the liberty which the quwllor had taken, 
complained of it to his guards, who immediately feizing 
Montius, and faftening cords to his feetf dragged him to 
the houfe of Domitian, wdiom they threw down flairs, and 
Mmiius Montius, through the chief flreets of An- 

murdered, tioch, Calling, after many infults, both their bodies into 
end many the river 

This bold attempt, in which Conllantina is faid to have 
bad a great fhare, was followed by many other ctueltics 
and murders, committed in all the provinces of the haft, 
at the inftigation of Gallus and his wife Conftantina, 
whofe thirll after blood was as great as that of her hulband 
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The reader will find in Ammianus Marcellinus a detail of 
thefe cruel and inhuman executions. It being difeovered, 
that a purple garment was making privately at Tyre, the 
two Apollinares, father and fon, the former governor of 
Phoenicia, and the latter fon-in-law to the prefedt Domi- 
11, Ti, were by Callus’s orders arrefted, as if they afpired to 
the'-^vereignty, and, without any farther inquiry, con- 
demne^to banifliment. But thofe who condudfed them, at 
fome diftance from Antioch, purfuant to their private or¬ 
ders, broke their thighs, and then put them to death. Ur- 
.ficinus, general of the horfe, was obliged to abandon the 
defence of Nifibis, and haften to Antioch, to prefidc at the 
inquiry which the emperor ordered to be made into this 
aff.iir; but the other judges being named, and previoufly 
well inftrudled, by Callus and Conlfaiitina, he could not 
proceed as he would have otherwife done -, for Ammianus 
Marcellinus, who ferved under him, fpeaks every-where of 
him as a man of an unblemilhed charadler. As this corn- 
million gave him an opportunity of tlifcovciing many things 
till then not known, he acquainted the emperor with the 
Hate of affairs in the Eaft, and prelfed him to redrefs the 
many evils which afllidted thofe provinces. Befides the 
informations the emperor received of Callus’s mal-admini- 
ftration and cruelties, he was told, that, not fatisfied with 
the dignity of Cxfar, he afpired to the fovereignty, and en¬ 
tertained evil defigns againll the emperor. 

Conllantius, giving credit to thefe accufations, whether true 
or falfe, refolved upon the ruin and death of Callus, though 
his coufin-german and brother-in-law ; but Icll that prince 
fliould openly revolt, he carefully concealed his intention, 
and wrote a very friendly and obligiitg letter, inviting him 
to Italy, that he might advife with him on certain affairs of 
great importance. At the Jiatjie time he wrote to Urficinus, 
at that time magifler equitum, or general of the horfe, in 
the Eaft, to come with all fpeed to Milair, in order to deli¬ 
berate upon the moft proper mcafurcs that might be taken, 
with refpeef to the Peifrans, who were affembling their 
forces, as was pretended, with a defign to invade Syria. 
This was likewife a pretext which the emperor made ufe 
of to remove Urficinus, left he fliould raife dlfturbances in 
the Eaft during the abfence of Callus ; fo’r the eunuchs and 
courtiers, dreading the merits and abilities of that worthy 
man and great warrior, filled the empemr’s mind with fuch 
fears and jealoufies, in order to compafs his ruin. One 
Profper, a comes or count, was fent to fucceed him, but 
pnly with the title and charatler of his deputy, to remove 
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from him all apprehenGons of his being fufpeftcd UrG- 
cinus, on the receipt of the emperor’s letter, fet out imme¬ 
diately, accompanied by Ammianus the hillorian ; and ar¬ 
rived at Milan much fooner than he was expected, to the 
great joy of the emperor, who now thought of nothing bi^.^ 
getting Gallus into his power. For this purpofe, beGdes 
the above mentioned letter to Gallus, he wrote leveraUnhers 
to Conftantina, exprefling a great defire to fee hei^®'and in¬ 
viting her to court, with the moft: tender expreflions. They 
were both too fenflble of their evil conduft, not to appre¬ 
hend the worft from the emperor : however, Conftantina,^ 
who was well acquainted with her brother's temper, hoped 
by her artful inflnuations to difarm his rage; and, without 
any farther deliberation, fet out on her journey, leaving 
Gallus at Antioch : but flie had fcarce entered the province 
of Bithynia, when flie was feized witli a fever at Csni Gal- 
licani, of which Ihe died, leaving behind her one daughter, 
of whom no farther mention is made in hiftory. Her body 
was carried to Rome, and buried on the Nomentan Way, 
where the church of the martyr Agnes ftood, which Ihe 
had founded Her death threwr Gallus into the utmoll 
perplexity: as he had now' loft his only advocate with the 
emperor, he dcfpaired of being able to appeafe him ; and 
therefore began to think of afliiming the title of Auguftiis: 
but moft of his friends ileferting him on account of his in- 
conftant temper, and the reft hating him for his cruelty, 
and dreading the power of Coriftantius, he was obliged to 
lay aftde all thoughts of openly revolting. 

The emperor, vi iih frequent letters, and repeated mef- 
fages, importuned him to come w'ith all fpeed to court. 
Among the reft, he fent one Scudilo to him, a crafty in- 
frnuating man, who, by giving him all imaginable af- 
furances on the emperor’s part,4)revailed upon him to leave 
Antioch, and begin his journey to Italy. He ftopt fomc 
time at Conftantiirnple, where, like a matr w'ho apprehend¬ 
ed no danger, he exhibited public fhews, and diverted him- 
felf and the people with the circenflan fports. His conG- 
dent behaviour increafed the emperor’s fears and jealouGes, 
who thereupon ordered all the garrifons to be removed from 
the cities and towns through which he w as to pafs, left he 
Ihould corrupt them ; and at the fame time difpatched fe- 
veral officers to him, who, under colour of attending him, 
were to keep a w'atchful eye over him. This injundfion 
they obeyed fo pundlually, that, though the Thebean legions 

■Ammian. lib. xiv. p. xS. ' Idem, p. 17. Pbiloftorg. p. 62. 
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encamped in Thrace, upon his arrival at Adrianople, fent 
deputies to him, afliiring him, that they they were ready 
to aflilb him to the utmoft of their power, yet, during the 
twelve days he ftaid in that city, the deputies could never 
have an opportunity of fpeaking with him. In the mean 
ti>Tie, he received frefli letters from the emperor, requiring 
hini.'o make what hafte he could, and public carriages were 
provi^^S^for his equipage; but the officers fen^ to him by 
Conftantius advifing him to leave his court at Adrianople, 
he fet out with a fmall retinue for Milan, where the empe¬ 
ror then was. Upon his arrival at Petavium in Noricum, 
lie was there met by Barbatio, who entering the fame even- is arrefiid 
ing the houfe where he lodged with a company of foldiers, Feta- 
ftript him of all the cnligns of his dignity, and difpatched and 
one Apodemus with his purple ffioes to the emperor, alTur- 
ing him, in the mean time, by repeated oaths, that nothing hisSgnity, 
elfe was intended by the emperor againft him; but never- 
thelefs, putting him into a clofe litter, he hurried him away 
to Flanona, now Fianone in Dalmatia, not far from Pola, 
where Crifpus Cxfar, the fon of Conftantine, had been put 
to death twenty-eight years before. Thither the emperor 
fent his two moft inveterate enemies, Eufebius the eunuch, 
and Pentades his fecretary, to examine him about the death 
of the prefefl Domitian and others, and to hear what defence 
he could make ". Gallus owned moft of the crimes that 
were laid to his charge; but alleged, that they proceeded 
chiefly from the inftigations and evil counfels of his wife 
Conftantina. 

The emperor, provoked at this plea, which refle£led in 
fo high a meafure on his After, and confequently on him- 
felf, and inftigated by the enemies of Gallus, perfuading 
him, that his fafety depended upon the deftruftion of lo 
dangerous a rival, refolved to put an end to his own fears, 
and the other’s life, and accordingly figned a warrant for and put tt 
his execution. Some authors write, that the emperor, foon death. 
after, countermanded the execution ; but that Eufebius, and 
the other enemies of Gallus, pretended that it came too late. 

However, it is certain that Gallus was beheaded, and aton¬ 
ed with his own blood for that of many innocent perfons, 
which he had fhed. Thus fell Gallus Cxfar, in the twenty- 
ninth year of his age, after having reigned near four years. 

His death was chiefly owing to his own tyrannical condu£f, 
exaggerated by the malice of Eufebius, Scudilo, and Barba¬ 
tio, his avowed enemies, who charged him with more 
crimes than he had really committed. All thofe who had 

" Ammian. lib, xxi, p. 178. & lib. xiv. p. 17—29, 
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been concerned with him in the death of the prefe£f Do- 
mitian, the quieflor Moritius, and his other crimes, felt the 
weight of the emperor’s difpleafure. Multitudes of people 
of all ranks were brought from the Eaft in chains to Aqui- 
leia, where they were tried by Eufebius, and one Arboraj^ 
men deftitute of all mercy and companion, and on that v/tfy 
account charged by Conllantius with the comfjreflion. 
Thefe judges, without making any diftinftion betflieen the 
guilty and innoeent, fentcnccd fomc to the rack, and after¬ 
wards to banifliment, others to fervile offices in the army, 
and great numbers to death, fparing none but fuch as couldr- 
redeem themfelves with large fums. Lufeus, the firft ma- 
giftrate of Antioch, was burnt alive ; but Gorgonius, Cal¬ 
lus’s great chamberlain, the moft guilty of all, efcaped by 
bribing his judges, and the eunuchs of the court. Julian, 
the brother of Gallus, though not concerned in his crimes, 
was kept feven months under clofe confinement, and would 
have been put to death, had he not been faved by the favour 
of the emprefs Eufebia''. By the death of Gallus, the Ro¬ 
man empire became united under one prince, after it had 
continued divided for near feventy years, th.it is, from the 
year 285, or 28(1, when Dioclefiaii took Ma.xlmian for his 
colleague ; for ever fince that time there had been either 
feveral emperors, or one Cxfar. 

Before the emperor left Milan, Africanus, governor of Pan- 
nonia Secunda, was brought prifoner to that city, with fevc- 
ral others, who, after being tortured in a moft cruel manner, 
were thrown into prifon, becaufe they had at an entertain¬ 
ment expreffed themfelves with great freedom on matters 
of ftate ; whence it was coneluded, that they were carrying 
on fome plot, and that Africanus afpired to the fovereignty. 
A tribune, named Marinus, who was prefent at this enter¬ 
tainment, chofe rather to lay violent hands on himfelf at 
Aqtiileia, than to endure the torture *. The emperor foon 
after left Milan to march againft the Germans, w'ho made 
frequent inrqads into the empire towards the Brigantine 
lake, now the Like of Conftance. The emperor himfelf 
remained in the plains of the country now belonging to the 
Gtifons,ln the neighbourhood of the prefent city of Coira ; 
and detached Arbetio, with the flower of the army, againft 
the enemy. Arbetio fell into an ambufeade, and loft great 
numbers of his men ; but this lofs was foon retrieved by 
the val our of Arintheus, w'ho became famous under the 
emperor Valens, and of two other officers, who falling 
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upon the Germans, ■without waiting the orders of their ge- The Ger. 
neral, put them to flight, and obliged them to abandon the mnjis 
Roman territories. The emperor, fatisfied with this vie- fiated, 
torj'^, letiirned to Milan, and there took up his winter- 
quarters. 

The tranquility which Conllantiiis enjoyed at this time 
was ,<^0011 interrupted by the apprehcnfion of a pretended 
plot, VfSiich produced a true confpiracy. Sylvanus, the fon Sylvanui 
of Bonitus, a leading man among the Franks, commanded faljly ac- 
in Gaul, and had performed great exploits againft the Bar- !>f 
barians. He owed hi.s preferment to the artifices of rival 
‘courtiers, efpecially of Arbetio, the conful of this year, 
who, jealous of his extraordinary merit, had propofed him 
to the emperor as the bell qualified peifon in the empire 
for driving the Barbarians out of Gaul, and refloring that 
province, diltrefled by their frequent inroadsj to its former 
condition. Sylvanus well deferved the charafter wdiich 
Arbetio gave him ; but the conful’s main defign in com¬ 
mending him, and extolling his military talents, was to re¬ 
move him from the emperor’s prefence, in order to coni- 
pafs his ruin, a defign-which he eifeCted in the following 
manner: one Dynaines, keeper of the emperor’s mules, 
leaving Gaul, begged of Sylvanus letters of recommenda¬ 
tion to his friemls at court; which being granted, the trai¬ 
tor erafeJ all but the fubferiptionand having inferted di- 
reftions to the friends of Sylvanus for carrying on a con¬ 
fpiracy, delivered the letters to the prefeft Lampridius, who 
being privy, as was fuppofed, to this wicked contrivance, 

Ihewed them to the emperor. Orders were immediately 
ilfued for apprehending fuch perfons as were named in the 
letters. As there were at that time great numbers of 
Franks of diflinftion at court, they all interpoftd in favour 
of their countryman ; among the reft Malarious, their chief, 
knowing that the wTole was a mere calumny, offered to go 
into Gaul, and bring the fuppofed criminal before the em¬ 
peror ; adding, that if perfons, whom Sylvanus miftrufted, 

Ihould be fent for that purpofe, he might be prompted by 
fear to attempt what be was falfly acenfed of having already 
attempted. But Conftantius, without attending to the juft 
and reafonable propofal of Malaricus, was perfuaded by 
Arbetio to name Apodemus, a declared enemy to all men 
of probity, to enquire into this affair. He immediately 
fet out for Gaul; but inftead of prefenting to Sylvanus, aa 
foon as he arrived, purfuant to his inftrudlions, the empe¬ 
ror’s letter, commanding him to repair forthwith to court, 
be feized on his ellate, and caufed his friends in Gaul to 
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be apprehended, and put to the torture. This violence 
coming to the cars of Sylvanus, who was then at Cologne, 
and too well acquainted with the emperor’s fufpicious tem¬ 
per, and the afcendant his enemies at court had over him, 
to fulFer himfelf to be arrelled, he refolved at firlt to take 
(helter among the Franks, his countrymen ; but being per- 
h farced to funded by his friends not to trull a people fo rcma^^le for 
ajfume It their ficiflenefs and treachery, he determined, forliis own 
^defence^'‘ ptefervation, to do what otherwife he would never have 
thought off; and accordingly alTumed the purple, and cauf- 
ed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor by the troops undei»^ 
his command 

While thefe thingspafledin Gaul,Bynames, tollrengthen 
his accufation againft Sylvanus, forged a letter in the name 
of that general, and of Malarious, to a tribune, defiring 
him to get every thing ready, without explaining himfelf 
farther. The tribune, being at a lofs about the meaning 
of it, fent it to Malarious, who knowing it to be forged, 
complained aloud of the treachery, and, with the other 
Franks, demanded vengeance on thofe who were, by fuch 
malicious contrivances, endeavouring to prejudice the em¬ 
peror againll thofe of their nation. This clamour occafion- 
Heisde- gj a|| enquiry, and unravelled the whole fccne of iniquity. 
claredm- emperor, convinced of the innocence of Sylvanus, and 

the malice of his accufers, depofed the prefefl Lampridius, 
and even ordered him, with feveral other perfons of dif- 
tinftion, to be put to the torture; on which fome of them 
owned the whole to be a mere calumny. They were, how¬ 
ever, in the end, all abfolved, fo great was the power of 
their faClion at court; and Bynames was even preferred to 
the government of Hetruria. As Sylvanus was declared 
innocent, they were all furprifed by the arrival of a meflen- 
ger from Gaul, difpatched to acquaint the emperor, that 
Sylvanus had aClually alfumed the title of emperor. The 
meifenger arrived at Milan about the clofe of the even¬ 
ing, and the emperor, thundcrftruck at the unexpedled 
Urftcinus tidings, fummoned a council the fame night; the refult of 
which was, that Urficinus fliould be fent forthwith into 
Gaul, the courtiers, who dreaded Urficinus no lefs than 
Sylvanus, hoping by thefe means to get rid of one whom 
they hated, and perhaps of both. Urficinus made hade to 
peach Cologne, that Sylvanus, fuppofing his revolt not to 
be yet known at court, might the more readily comply 
with the emperor’s injundlions; for Urficinus was charged 

y Ammian. p. 3^, 76. Julian, id Athen, p. 503. k Orat. ii. p. 1S3. 
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wall letters from the emperor to Sylvanus, confirming him 
in his poll of general, injoining him to repair to court, and 
in the mean time deliver up the command of the army to 
Uriieinus. Urficinus, notwithftanding the hafte he made, 
came too late, the news of the revolt’s being known at 
court having reached Cologne before him ; a circumftance 
whicK obliged him to change his meafurcs, and pretend 
that he had deferted Conllantius, and was come to fhare 
with Sylvanus his fuccefs or misfortunes, waiting in the 
incaii time a favourable opportunity of difpatching him. 

'J his was a dangerous expedient, and altogether unworthy 
of that greatnefs of foul which Ammiaiius fo much ad¬ 
mires in his hero. 

.Sylvanus received him with extraordinary demonftrations 
of kindnefs, freely opened all his thoughts to him, advifed 
with him about the meafures that were to be taken for their 
mutual fecurity, and repofed in him an entire confidence. 

This gave Urficinus an opportunity of gaining over fomc of 
his guards with lar;;e promifes, M'ho early one morning, 
forcing unexpetlediy the gates of the palace, and entering 
fword in hand, met .Sylvanus, while he was attempting to Sylvar.us 
make his efcape, and take fanffuary in a neighbouring 
church, and cut him in pieces, after he had enjoyed the 
title of emperor only tw'enty-eight days Thus fell one 
of the braved: and mod: deferving odiceis of the empire, 
whom the malice of jealous courtiers, and the credulity of 
the emperor, had obliged in his own defence to aflume the 
purple. He had ferved under Magnentius ; hut deferting 
him with a numerous body of cavalry under his command 
before the battle of Murfa, had ever after diftinguilhed 
himfelf in the wars of Conflantius, who, on account of 
his eminent fervices, had raifed him to the poll of magifter 
peditum, or general of the foot. Conllantius expreifed 
extraordinary joy at the news of Sylvanus’s death; but 
though he owned he had nothing more to fear, yet he pro¬ 
ceeded with great rigour againfl fuch as had been concern¬ 
ed in his revolt. Pcmencs, who had defended Treves 
againfl Decentius, and many other perfons of diftinflion, 
were condemned and executed. The courtiers were for 
putting all the friends of Sylvanus to death, without dif- 
tinflion, but were oppofed by the emperor, who declared, 
that friendfhip ought not to be puniftied as a crime ; he 
even ordered the elfedls and eftate of the unhappy Sylvanus 
to be referved for his fon, who was then very young, and 


had 
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had been left by his father as an hoftage at court, perceiv¬ 
ing, when it was too late, that the malice of his enemies, 
and not his ambition, had prompted him to revolt 

The Franks, Alemans, and Saxons no fooner heard the 
news of his death, than they broke into that province with 
greater fury than ever, and took and pillaged above forty cities, 
and among the reft Cologne, which they levelled vv^ the 
ground*’. At the fame time the Quadi and Sarmatians, 
entering Paniionia, laid wafte all b^ore them'; and the 
Perfians over-ran, without oppofition, Mefopotamia and 
Armenia ; Profper, who had fucceeded Urficinus, and thc^ 
prefett Maufonianus, being more intent upon pillaging 
than defending the countries committed to their care. 
Conftantius, apprifed of the danger that threatened the em¬ 
pire, after various confultations, refolved to raife his coufin 
Julian, the brother of Callus, to the dignity of Cxfar. 
This delign was oppofed by all the fycophants at court, 
who, extolling the emperor’s prudence, condudf, and 
courage, told him, that he was capable of fuftaining the 
burden of the empire alone ; infinuating, at the fame time, 
that it was not fafe for him to raife Julian to that high 
ftation. But the emprefs Eufebia, interpofing in favour of 
Julian, prevailed upon her hufband to purfue his intentions. 

The emperor, therefore, being returned to Milan before 
the thirty-iirft of Oflobcr from a ftiort prngrefs, ordered 
Julian to quit his philofophical cloak, and gave him an 
apartment in the palace. On the fixth of November, hav¬ 
ing alfembled the army, he afceiided the tribunal, and 
placing Julian on his right hand, he acquainted the fol- 
diers with his defign of dignifying his coufin with the 
title and authority of Ctefar, and alkcd their confent. 
The army unanimoufly approved of his refolution ; then 
the emperor clothed him with a purple robe; faluted 
him with the title of Caefar, and of moft loving brother; 
appointed him governor of Gaul; and in committing that 
province to his care, told him, that he placed him over 
a powerful army, not doubting but, upon a proper occa- 
fioii, he wmuld fignalize his own courage, and be wit- 
nefs of their’s. This ceremony and fpeech were followed 
by loud acclamations and great encomiums, heftowed by 
the whole army on the emperor and the new Cxfar. A few 
days after Conftantius gave him his Gfter Helena in mar¬ 
riage ; and this new favour and mark of diftinflion was 
likewife owing to Eufebia, who, belides many other things 
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of great vajiie, prefented the young prince, on this occa- 
fion, with a large and well-cliofen libraryAt the fame fj- 
time his whole houfliold was changed, on preteiuc of doing 
him honour; but the emperor’s real defign was to remove empnor 
all in whom he had any confidence ; guards w'ere placed 
at his apartment, not to tiefend, but to watch him; ail his 
letters were opened before they came to his hands, info- 
Jiuich, that he advifed his belt friends to forbear vilit- 
ing him, leR they fhuuld expofe themfclvcs or him to dan¬ 
ger. Ilefote he vifitcil G.nil, the emperor gave him iii- 
l^udioiis under his own hand, regulating his whole coti- 
cruct, even the expeiices of Ins table, as if he had been a 
cliihl, lays Ammianus fent to feiiool. He greatly re- 
ftiMincd and curtailed his authority, eiijoiiiiiig the generals 
who ferved under him, to watch his actions v illi no lefs 
L'.u e than tliofe of the enemy, and iiivelling Marcellus with 
the comtnaiul of the army, who was feat to fucceed Urfi- 
ciniis, though the latter was ordered to continue in Caul, 
till the war was concluded, with the title of getter,il, but 
v 'tliout any command, tlic emperor being Itill, in funic 
deiTice, prejiuliceil againll; him. Julian was Itriiftly en¬ 
joined not to jpve any largelles to the army; and authot.'ii 
. oblerve, tli.tt L'oiilLiiitius himl'elf, contrary to cuftom, gave 
nunc upon his proniutioii. Julian left Milan on the fiift He is fent 
of December, the emperor himf’_lf accompanying him as 0'«u/. 
f.ir as r.ivi.i, from wheine he purfued his journey to the 
Alps, attended only by three hundred and ll.xty foldicrs. 

Oil his anival at Turin he was firlt acquainted with the 
lofs of Cologne, which had been concealed from the em- 
peior. He ariived at Vienne before tlie end of the year, 
and W'as received by the people of that city, and the neigh¬ 
bourhood, with extraordinary marks of joy 

In the following year, 356, ConPiaiitius took upon him 
his eighth confulfhip, and chofe Julian for his colleague. 

The latter pafleil the winter at Vienne, deliberating about 
the operations of the enfuing campaign. Having received 
intelligence, that the city of Autun was hefieged by the f,egedby 
Barbarians, but defended with great bravery by the vete- the Barha- 
raiis, who had repulfed the enemy when they were fcaling t/ayu, nuho 
the walls, he affembled fomc forces, and marched to the 
relief of the place ; but finding the ficgc raifed, from Au- 
tun he went in purfuit of the Barbarians to Auxerre, pe¬ 
netrating with the greateft danger thick woods, and from 
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Auxcrre to Troies. Oti liis march he iojiiii himfelf fiir- 
roundcil on all hileb by the Liieiny, who ra\-.ij;nl the coun¬ 
try in great bodies ; but he d^leated them with a handful 
of men, killed great numbers, and took many prifoners. 
From I'roies he proceeded to Rheims, w here the main body 
of the army, eomniaiuled by Maieellns, waited his arrival. 
Leariiig Hlieinis, he took his route towards Deeeinpagi, 
now Dictiae, on the .Suilie in Lorrain, with a defign to at¬ 
tack tire tiermans, who w ere bufied in ravaging that coun¬ 
try. lint the r-nenry, taking advantage of a dark and wet 
night, InrprilL.l In.s rear, ami rrould h.ive cut oft' two k- 
gions, had nut the icll of the army, abirmed at the fuibleu 
nolle, returned to their albltanec. The Cermans them- 
felvcs were defeated a few davs alier, though not with grr.it 
lofs, in the neighhourliood oi Biocomagu.s, now^ Bronit, in 
Allace, betw een Straihurg ami llagucnau s. 'fhi.s advan- 


tage, however, opened him a way to Cologne, which he 
Julian, and abandoned by the enemy, ami cntereLl, after it had 

■ been ten montbs in tlieir hands. The llarbarians bad neg¬ 
lected to fouity it ; lint Julian ordered the old fortirieatioiis 
to be repaired, and tire houfes rebuilt Idhanius arlils, 
that he rebuilt another great eitv in that couiitrv, perhaps 
Tongres or Treves, which had liten ulten attacked liy the. 
Rarharians, and was leiluced to a mllcrahle condition. 
During his llay at Cologne, one oftlic kings of the Franks, 
dreading his .inns, lent deputies to lue for peace; but lu- 
lian granted him only a fliort truce. Having repaired llie 
city and lortifieatiDiis of Culogr.e, he removed to IVafil to 
fupport the emperor, who wa.s making war upon the 'Jer- 
niaiis in Rhatia ; and to prevent theii elcaping into Gaul, 
he eontinued there till winter, when he retired to the city 
of Sens, and took up his quaitersh 

It ajipears, from the (fates of ftveral law'S, that Conftan- 
tiu.s did not itir fiom Milan till after the eleventh of April, 
and then took a progrefs into Illyrieum He was at Mi¬ 
lan on the twenty-ninth of Oiflober, as appears from a law 
bearing that date, wliich confirms to the clergy of Rome all 
iheir privileges. He left Milan loon after, to make war upon 
the Germans, under the command of their kings the twm 
brothers Gondomadus and Vadomarus. He pafl'ed the 
Rhine, entered their dominions on the fide of Rhactia, and 
meeting wiih no oppofition, laid waflc their country to <1 
great extent. This devaftation obliged them to implore 
c'ermamio pcace, which the emperor readily granted, and then re- 
fut for 
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turned to rvlilaii, the ufinl place of his refulence'. While 
the emperor was eiigajred iti this expeiiitioii, the emprefs 
hufebiu vilited the city of Rome, and was received by the 
lenate, who went out to meet her, with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence. During her ftay in that metropolis, the 
gave great fums to the people, and upon her departure 
made rich prefents to the heads of the tribes. The fame Fart;js, 
year the emperor cnatled two remarkable laws ; one dated 
the twenlierh of February, condemning to death thofe who 
fnould for tlie future facrifice, or pay any manner of wor- Jhtppm^ of 
ibip, to idolsj the oilier, dated the eighth of March, de- tJuU- 
daring the etlects ol londeinned perfons, except in cafes 
of magic or treafon, to belong to their children and rela¬ 
tions, within the third degree. But this law the emperor 
himiclt revoked two years after. 

'I'hc next confuls were, Conllantius the ninth time, and 
Julian the fecond. The latter had taken up his winter- 
quarters at Sens, as w^e have related above, and had retained 
but a fmall number of troops, the reft being difperfed about 
th e country for the convenience of their quarters in a pio- 
viiiee fo often ravaged and laid wafte. flic Barbarians, ’Julian he. 
appnied of this cireumftance, aftembled in great numbers, /ifgcdin 
and laid liege to the place, hoping to take Julian himfelf deni. 
prifoner : but be, with the few forces he had, made fo vi¬ 
gorous a defence, that the enemy, defpairing of being able 
to reduce the town, retired, after they bad l.un a vidiole 
mnmli bclore it. All this while Marcellus, the commamler 
in chief, never attempted to refeue Julian, or relieve the 
place, though he was quartered in the neighbourhood. 

Not long after, Conftantius declared Julian commander in He u cre- 
chief of all the forces in Gaul, being perfuadeil to this mea- ‘“ed cum- 
fure either by the empiefs, or the eunuch Eutherius, or cluef‘!)f‘all 
probably by both ". At tlie fame time he appointed Seve- the farces 
rus, an officer of great experience, to command under liim. in Gaul, 
Lfpon his arrival in Gaul, Julian, who received him with 
great joy, laifed frefli troops, and fupplied them with arms, 
which he luckily difeovered in an old arfenal. This year 
Conftantius fentenced to death a great many perfons con- 
vi£led of having confultcd the magicians, and publifhed a 
law foibidding, on pain of death, any one to have recourfe 
to the augurs, aufpices, or any other diviners wliatfoever “. 

By another law, dated the fourth of December, he con¬ 
demned all magicians to be devoured by the w'ild beafts. 
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Conftan- He now matle an excurfion to Rome, whicli lie hadlne- 
Uas takes vcr yet vifitccl, with the emprefs Eufebia, and his fifter He- 
lena, the wife of Julian. He entered the metropolis of the 
“ ' empire on the twenty-eighth of April, in a gilt chariot, 
adorned with an incredible number of preeious ftones, at¬ 
tended by the fenate and the whole nobility, who came out 
Tleafed to meet him in their robes and richeft apparel. He was 
"with the wonderfully pleafed with the grandeur and magnificence of 
^andmat- place, the multitude of the people, and the loftmefs of 
nifieence of the buildings} but chiefly admired the temple of Jupiter 
the city. Tarpeins, the public baths, the amphitheatre, I’ompey’s 
theatre, and the fquare of Trajan. He is faid to have re¬ 
proached fame for exceeding truth in other things, but 
coming fhort of it in what related to Rome. He harangued 
both the people and the fenate, the former from the roilra, 
and the latter in the fenate-houfe. During his flay at 
Rome, he was prefented with golden crowns of an extra¬ 
ordinary weight by fcveral cities, and among the reft by 
the city of Conflantinople, which had appointed'i'liemiflius 
to piefent it r ; hut he falling fick, the difeourfe wdiieh he 
had compofed for the occalion was fent to the emperor, 
who was fo W'dl pleafed with it, that he ordered a ffatue 
to be erected in honour of the orator; which induced him 
to write a iecoiid difeourfe or panegyric s. The emperor, 
defiring to add fomething to the ornaments of the city, gave 
ordqrs for conveying an obelifk thither, which had been 
removed by his father Conflaiitine from Heliopolis in t gypt 
with that defign, and had been carried as far as Alexan¬ 
dria. Conftafltius therefore commanded it to be brought 
to Rome, where it Was with much difficulty erefted in the 
Circus Maximus about the beginning of the following year’’. 
Conltantlus would not enter the fenate-houfe till the an¬ 
cient altar of Vidtory was removed, that he might not de¬ 
file his eyes, fays .St. Amhrofewith the unhallowed fight 
of an altar confecrated to the infernal fpirits. 

He was charmed with the pleafures and diverfioas of 
Rome, fays Ammianus; but foon obliged to abandon them, 
upon intelligence that the Suevians had entered Rhsetia, 
the Quadians Valeria, and the Sarmatians Lower Panno- 
Ke returns nia, and Upper Mcefia. He therefore left Rome on the 
to Milan- twenty-ninth of May, after he had refided there about a 
month ; and was at Milan, if no miltake has crept into the 
code, on the third of June, and likewife on the thirteenth 
of July ‘; whence we may conclude, that the Barbarians re- 
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tired at his approach. While Coiiftantius was at Milan, 
he received letters from Miifonianus, prcfedt of the Eafl 
informing him, that Sapor king of Perfia was engaged, on 
the molt rernote frontiers of his kingdom, in a dangerous 
war with the Chionitae, and other people; that he had fuf- 
fcred great Ioffes, and confequcntly would, in all likelihood, 
hearken to a treaty of peace and amity with the Romans, 
which Mufonianus had taken care to propofe to Tamfapor, 
the Perfian general on the frontiers of Mefopotamia, who 
had written on that fubjetT to his mafter. Thcfe negotia¬ 
tions proved abortive, as will appear hereafter. However, 
the emperor fent for Urficiniiis, who was ftill in Gaul, in 
order to advife with him about the moft proper method of 
humbling the Perfians. In the mean time Conftantius, 
le.vving Milan about the middle of July, went to Trent, and 
from thenee into Illyricum, vifited the frontiers of the em¬ 
pire tow.ards the Danube, and conferred with the chiefs of 
the Quadians, and other neighbouring nations, w'ho allured 
him ot their friendfn p. Urficinus found him at Sirmium, 
and was, after fcveral conferences, fent into the Halt, with 
the charaQer of general, and the fame power whth w'hich 
he had been vefted before his dilgrace '. 

The emperor, rei'olved to terminate the dreadful devafta- 
tions committed in Oaul, chieJly by the Alemans, wrote to 
Julian, to march with all his forces againft them; and at 
the fame time fent Barbitio, wlio had been created general 
of foot in the room of .Sylvanus, out of Italy, with a body 
oi twenty-five or thirty-thoufand men, in order to furprife 
and iiiclofe the enemy between the two armies. Barbatio 
v/as, in genctal, cllecmcd a good officer but all his bra¬ 
very conliiled, aei'nrding to Animianus, only in words. 
He had betrayed Callus, umler whom he ferved, and ffudied 
how to check the progrefs of Julian ; who no fooner heard 
ler Ills arrival at Dalle, than he took the held, with only 
diirtC';;; thoulaiul men : bur the Leti, a German nation, 
jiailmg between lire two armies, advanced as far as Lyons, 
■..itli an intent to pillage that wealthy city. As they met 
wiili a v.inni'r reception from the inhabitants than they 
evpcclcil, they gave over all thoughts of invefling the place, 
'.ind contented tliemfelves with ravaging the furrounding 
country. Julian, upon the firlt notice of what had hap¬ 
pened, detached ftrong p.iities to feciire the paffes, through 
which he knew they mult return ; by this difpofition thev 
were all cut off, cxccjrt iJiofe who marched near the camp 
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ofBarbatio, wbo, fai from oppofing their retreat, com¬ 
plained to Conftantius of fome ofHccrs for attempting that 
meafure, who thereupon ordered them to be cafhiered. 
One of thefe was Valentinian, afterwards emperor. The 
other Barbarians either fortified themfelves in the countries 
which they had feized, blocking up all the avenues with 
large trees, or took fhelter in the iflands formed by the 
Rhine. 

Julian refolved firft to attack the latter, and with this 
view fent to demand fome boats of Barbatio, who, in- 
ftead of complying with his juft requeft, immediately 
burnt all his vefl'els, as he did on another occafion the pro- 
vifions which had been fent for both armies, after he had 
plentifully fupplied his own. It is uncertain whether he 
behaved thus out of refentment to Julian, or in compliance 
with private inftruftions from the emperor Be that as 
it may, Julian, not in the leaft difheartened by the unac¬ 
countable condudb of Barbatio, pcrfuai'.ed fome of the moft 
refolute foldiers to wade over to one of the iflands, where 
they killed all tiie Germans who had taken flielter there -, 
and feizing their boats, purfued the (laughter in feveral 
other iflands, till the enemy, abandoning them -.ill, retired 
with their wdves, and what booty they could carry oil’, to 
their refpeCtive countries t'. After this exploit, he under¬ 
took the rebuilding of the Tres-tabernw, a fort near Straf- 
bourg in Alface, now' known by the name of Saverne, 
which the enemy had demolifhed. In being iituated fo as 
to curb the nations beyond the Rhine, and prevent their ir¬ 
ruptions into Gaul, Julian not only repaired the ancient 
fortifications, but added new works to them, furniflicd the 
place with provifions for a whole year, and left a numerous 
garrifon, to keep the neighbouring couniry in awe^. While 
Julian was engaged in this work, liarbatio was employed in 
laying a bridge of boats over the Rhine : hut the enemy 
threw a great number of large trees into the river, which, 
being carried by the flream againfl the boats, funk fcveral 
of them, and feparated the reft. Baibatio feeing his work 
ruined, was obliged to retirebut tlic. enemy attacking him 
in his retreat, killed a great number of his troops, took mod 
of his baggage, laid wafte the neighbouring country, and 
returned in triumph, loaded w'ith booty. Barbatio, putiing 
his army into winter-quarters, as if the campaign had been 
ever, though it was then but harveft-time, returned to 
ciiurt, to endeavour to ruin Julian with his calumnies and 
ill offices. 


* Ammian. lib. xvi. p. 73, 74. 
» Julian, p. Jill ^ 


y Liban. Orat. 3(ii. p- 231 
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The Barbarians, elated with this fuccefs, aflembled in 
great numbers, under the banners of Chnodomarius, a 
prince of great reputation among them, and of fix other 
kings, and encamped in the neighbourhood of fitralbourg. 

Being informed by a deferter, that Julian had only thirteen 
thoufand men, Chnodomarius fent a haughty and menacing 
meflage, commanding him to abandon the country which 
the Germans bad conquered by their courage and valour. 
Libanius adds, that the meHenger produced letters from 
Conftantius, promifing to relinqitifh to them what coun¬ 
tries or cities they (liould feize in Gaul’. By fuch lyo- 
mifes Conftantius is fuppofed to have Incenfcd them agaiull 
the tyr.int Magnentius. But Julian detained the nieflcit- 
ger as a fpy, and purfued the works he had begun at Sa- 
verne, till he received intelligence that the enemy were 
advanced within tv'enty miles of the camp. J ben, leav- Julian 
ing Saverne, he marched tlircdly agaiiift them. About mardies 
half-way he halted to left bis men, and put oft'the battle 
rill next day; but both oftieers and foldiers demanding to 
be led without delay againft the enemy, he purfued his 
iiiarcb, and found the Germans, who had been informed 
of hi; approach, ready to receive him. They were thirty- 
live thoufand ftrong, headed by feveii kings, ten piinces. 


and many lords of great cliltindion. 

both armies engaged with great refolutiun and intrepi- Yi.ofF). 
d.tv, and the viffory continued long doubtful. The Ro- »8 l 7. 
man cavalry even gave way, nor could Julian, with all his ^^ 357- 
tdorpience, prevail upon tliein to rally, and return to the ' 
cf.aige; but the vigorous relillanee made by the foot fa dif- 
lie.irtened the enemy, that, after having attempted feveral oj Argn- 
tiircs in vain to break them, they began to abate much of ioiaitim, 
tiieir impetuofity ; a circumftance which the Romans per- "r Siraf- 
( tiving, they made a lalt cllort; anil charging the Barba- ^ 
riaiis, already exbaudeil, put them to iiigbt, and purfued 
them with great llaughter- Great numbers plunged into 
the Bhine, which was in tlieir rear, and were diowned. ftaird, 
Chnodoindrius himlelt was t.ikcn in a wood, and prefented 


ro [e.lian in fight of the wlnde army, v.dio thereupon fa¬ 
inted him with the title of Aiigultus; which he rejeifted, 
tcliing his foldiers, that theglmy of the aclion was chiefly 
owiTi'r to Conftantius, under whcife aulptces they had 
fouglu ^ He loft in the battle only four tribunes, and two 
hundred and forty-three private men. Of the Germans fix 


n Lilian. Orat. xii. p. ilis. 
Aihen, p. ^iz. 


ti Amm’ian. p. 8^, 85. Julian, ad 

M 4 or 
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or eight thoufand men were killed in the field, befides a 
great number who were loft in the river ' (C). 

Julian aferibed the whole glory of this memorable vidlory 
to Conftantjus, and jmmediate/y Cent his royal captive 
Chnodomarius to him, whom he had treated with greatre- 
fpeft, confideriiig him as an inftance of the inftability of all 
human grandeur. Conftantius permitted him to refidc at 
Rome, where he foon after died a natural death. This 
Vidbory was greatly lefl'ened by the fycophants at court, and 
all the other aftions of Julian were turned into ridicule ; 
•which, however, was lefs prejudicial to him, than if they 
had magnified his exploits to a fufpicious, weak, and ti¬ 
morous prince. 

Cortflamius Conftantius was not afhamed to arrogate the fame of this 
'L aftion to himfelf, as appears from an edift 

■•’'hX •'lory ■which was puhliflied about this time, wherein he fpeaksas 
0/ ihts'ac- if he had fought at the head of his army, without even men- 
tioiilng the name of Julian. Aurelius Vidtor, who wrote 
about the latter end of bis reign, fpeaks in the fame ftrairi ; 
and Themiitius, in magnifying his vitforics over the Ger¬ 
mans, and the valour with which he delivered Gaul fiom 
their inroads, and reftrained them within their ancient li¬ 
mits, quotes the letters which the emperor himfelf had dif- 
patched to the fenate of Conftantinoplc Julian’s firft 
care, after the battle, was to caufe all the dead to be bulled, 
avithout diftintlion of friend or enemy. H.aving performed 
this pious orfice, he returned to Saverne, to finifli the works 
begun there ; and then advanced with his army to Mayence, 
where he built a bridge over the river, and entered Ger¬ 
many, having with difficulty prevailed upon his troops to 
follow him. The Germans, alarmed at the boldnefs of the 
young general, fued for peace, at the fame time threatening 
him and his army with immediate dcftrudlion, if they did 
not retire •, but Julian, defpifing their menaces, continued 

' Ammian. p, 84, 85. J Aur. 'Vifl. p. 518. ' Tlicmift, 

Orat. p. 57. 


(C) The battle of Strafbourg 
is famous in hiflnry. Julian 
hi.-nfelf llylcs it a fuccefsful 
aflion, whieh reftnred Gaul to 
its ancient liberty (1). Ma- 
meriinus fays, that, by this 
tingle battle, the war was ended, 
and Germany ruined (2). It 

(i) Aminian. lib. XM. p. 160, 
(3) Aminian. lib. xvi. p. 78. 


is at leaft certain, that the Bar¬ 
barians were entirely driven out 
of Gaul. This memorable bat¬ 
tle was fought in the plains 
near Strafbourg, when the corn 
was ripe, and the moon in the 
laft quarter (3). 

(1) Panegyr. xi. p, iij. 

maging 
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ravaging t’lcircountry till after the equinox; and then the 
fnow preventing him from advancing farther, he began to 
repair the fort of Trajan, which is ^ppofedto be the caftle 
of Croniburgh, about three or four leagues from Franefort. 

This undertaking intimidated the enemy to fuch a degree, 
that they again fent deputies to implore peace, which they 
could not obtain upon any terms; but a truce was granted 
for ten months, upon their promifing to fupply with pro- 
vilions that very fort which was intended to overawe them ^ 

Having thus humbled the Germans, he returned to Gaul 
with a great number of captives ; but being informed on 
his march, that fome Franks, having ravaged the country 
about Rheims during his abfence, had fecured themfelves Julian 
in two callles on the Meufe, he matched againft them, and obliges 
compelled them to furrendcr, after they had defended 
themfelves with great bravery fifty-four days. The prifoners 
were all fent to the emperor, who incorporated them among fends' 
his troops. Julian, having thus finiflied this lung and glorious them to the 
campaign, put his troops into winter-quarters, and took up emperor. 
his own in Paris, which wc find about this time firft men¬ 
tioned in hlltory. It was then only a cadle fituated on the 
ifland formed by the Seyne, which is now but a very fmall 
part of that great nietropoli.s s. This year the emperor enafb- Some laivs 
cd a law, dated the third of July, commanding the efTefts of 0/ ConJlan~ 
thofc to be confifeated, who fliould renounce the Chriftian 
to embrace the Jewifli religion; by another he obliges all 
fenators to refidc ntPiomc, or in the neighbourhood, many 
of them having retired from tliat metropolis, and fettled in 
Achaia, Macedon, and the other provinces of Illyricum, on 
account of the great expences attending that dignity at 
Rome. By a third, addrefl'ed to Felix bifliop of Rome, he 
exempts all merchandizing ecclcfiaflics, their wives, chil¬ 
dren, and domeftics, from every irnpofition, whether or¬ 
dinary or extraordinary, ordering the profits they made to 
he applied to the relief of the poor. 

The next confuls were Cerealis, uncle to Callus Ca;far on 
the mother’s fide, and Datianus, who, though of a mean de- 
feent, bore the title of comes in 349, and was afterwards 
raifed to the rank of patrician We have obferved already, 
that the Perfian general Tamfapor had been perfuaded by 
Mufonianus, prefeft of the Raft, to write to his mafler 
about renewing the ancient tieaties with the Romans; but 
as Sapor had not only concluded a peace with the Chionitie, 
but entered into an alliance with them, before he received 

^ Ammian. p. 88. Lihan. Orat.xii, p. 177. E Aminian, 

p. 240.10 fol, h Philollorg, lib. viii. c. 8. p. 113. Cod.Thcod, 
lit. 4. p. 8. 

Tamfapor’s 
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Tamfiipor’s letters, in anfwer to the propofals trnnfmilted 
' by that ^cncml, he wrote a haughty epidle to Coiiftantius, 


^uadi 

fj/id Sar^ 
Tnattans 
overcome 
hy iloH' 

Jia/iHus, 


whieli lie fent by Narfcs, with prcfents for the emperor. 
The contents of the letter were, that he might lawfully in¬ 
fill: iipiin the emperor’s ceding nil the countries beyond the 
river Strynion in Macedon ; but left his demands lliould 
feem unreafonable, he would be fatisfied with Armenia and 
Mefiipotamia, which, with the utmoft injuftice, had been 
wrelled from his grandfather Narfes. He added, that, iin- 
lefs they were reftored, he was determined to do himfelf 
jufticc by force of arms. In this letter Sapor ftylcd himfelf 
King of Kings, and Brother of the Sun and Moon. Narfes, 
who was charged to deliver it to the emperor, arrived at 
Antioch about the end of the preceding year. After having 
remained fome time there, he purfued his journey to Con- 
ftantinople, which he entered with great pomp on the twen¬ 
ty-third of February of the year 35)?. From Conftantinople 
he procecdeil to Sirmium, where the emperor then refilled ; 
anil, in a public audience, prefented Sapor’s letter, en- 
clofed in white filk. Conftantius, without entering into any 
negotiation, wrote back to Sapor, that as he had main¬ 
tained the Roman dominions in their full extent \i hile he 
was policfTed only of the Fall, he could not fuft'er them to 
be curtailed now that he was niafter of the whole empire, 
lie added, that he was ready and dcfirous to conclude a 
peace with the IVrfi.in monarch upon honourable terms. 
\Vith this letter he difmilTed Narfes; but a few days after 
fent a folemn embalTy into Perlia, with prefents for the 
king, being delirous, at leaft, to poftpone the war till he 
hail Iccurcd the nnrthern provinces againft the incurfions 
of the Barbarians, that he might employ all the forces of 
the empire againft fo powerful and formidable an enemy. 
’Hie Homan ambaftadors found Sapor at Ctefphon ; but 
not being able to prevail upon him to abate of his demands, 
they returned about the twenty-fourth of Auguft. Count 
J.uciliarius, and Procopius, who ufurped the fovereignty in 
the reign of Valens, were deputed to the Perfian court foon 
after, to amufe that warlike prince with new propofals; 
but he, inftead of attending to them, kept the ambafl'adors 
fome time under clofe confinement, threatening to punifh 
them as fpies; though in the end he difmifled them unhurt ‘. 

While the emperor refided at Sirmium, the Quadi and 
Sarinatians broke into Pannonia and Moefia ; and the Ju- 
thunges, a German nation, invaded Rhxtia. The latter 


i Ainmi.in. lib. xvi. p. C 9 . i lib. xvii. 
.57. Zonar. p. 17. Petr Legat. p. 18. 


p. Tlieipid. prat. iy. 
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were defeated and driven back by Barbatio; but tbe empe¬ 
ror marcfiecJ in perfon againft the former foon after the 
vernai equinox j and halving crofled the Danube on a bridge 
of boats, ravaged the territories of the Sarmatians, who 
thereupon eame in great numbers, with the Q^adi, pretend¬ 
ing to fue for peace ; but their real defign was to furprife 
the Romans, who, fufpefling it, fell upon them fword in 
hand, and flaiightered them all to a man. This malTacre 
obliged the rclt to fue for peace ; -w'hich they obtakied, upon 
their releafing the piifoners they had taken, and delivering 
up hoftages The emperor then marched againft the Li- 
migantes, thofe Haves, who, in 334 had driven the Sar¬ 
matians out of their country, and leized it for thcmfelves. 

They too had made frequent inroads into the Roman terri¬ 
tories ; but upon the approach of the army, came in pro¬ 
digious numbers to meet the emperor, pretending to fub- 
mit; but prepared to attack him unexpefledly, if an op¬ 
portunity fhould offer. The emperor, obferving their fu- 
lious looks, and clidrufting them, afeended his tribunal, 
attended by the chief officers of the army, and his guards, 
in order to acquaint them with his plcafure. While he 
was addrclling them, his troojis, purfuant to private orders, 
infcnfibly furrouiided them. Wlien the emperor had done 
fpeaking, the Limigantes, diffatisfied with the conditions 
he had offered, laid their hands on their fwords ; which 
being obferved by the Romans, who watched all their mo¬ 
tions, they began tbe llaugbter. The Limigantes, finding 
it impoffible to efcape, made with great fury towards the 
tribunal ; but were rcpulfed by tbe guards forming thcm¬ 
felves into the fliape of a wedge, and all killed, not one of 
them deigning to alk quarter. After this execution, the The Limi- 
Piomans entering their country on one fide, and the Sar- gantes 
matians, their ancient maftcis, with the Taifales, on the 
other, and deflioying all with fire and fword, they were 
obliged to comply with the only condition the emperor of¬ 
fered them; which was, to abandon their country, and re¬ 
move to a more liidant place, th.it they might not be again 
tempted to infclt the empire. Conftantius rellored the 
country to the .Sarmatians, its ancient owners, twenty- 
four years after they had been expelled ; appointed one of 
their nation, named Zizais, to rule over them M'itli the 
title of king ; and declared them a free people '. For thefe 
exploits the army faluted Conflantius with the furname of 
Sarmaticus, who foon after returned to Sirmium, which he 
entered in triumph, and put his troops into winter-quarters. 


hhim, and 
tne country 
reflored to 
the Sarma- 
tianr. 


!" Ammiar. lib, xvii. p. 1^3,10^, 
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In the mean time Julian, having employed the firft 
months of this year at Paris, in regulating the taxes paid by 
the province, fo as to find the neceflary fupplics, without 
laying any frelh burdens on the people, already quite drain¬ 
ed and exliauftcd, took the field as foon as the feafon was 
lit for action, with a defign to conquer the Franks, before 
the truce which he had granted to the Alemans was expir¬ 
ed, The Franks were at this time divided into feveral 
tribes; but the moft powerful among them was that of the 
Salii, who, being driven by the Saxons, according to Zofi- 
mus from the lands they pofleffed in Germany, had 
fettled in Batavia, that is, in the illands formed by the fe¬ 
veral branches of the Rhine, and in Toxandria, which 
country began, according to the beft modern geographers, 
about a league from Maellricht, and extended about twenty 
leagues along the Meufe, where Hand at prefent the cities 
of Boifleduc, Breda, and Antwerp ", Julian marched firft 
againft thefe Franks, and was already arrived at Tongres, 
when he met their deputies on their journey to Paris, 
w'here they fuppofed they fliould find him. They had been 
fent to intreat he would fuffer them to remain as friends in 
the country which they pofiefled. Julian, upon feme dif¬ 
ficulties which he flarted, ordered tliem back for more par¬ 
ticular inftruflions. They imagined, that he deCgned to 
Wait their return at Tongtes; but they were no fooncr gone, 
than he purfued them. Having entered their country, and 
obliged them to fubmit, he allotted them lands in Gaul, 
and incorpoiated great numbers of them into his cavalry". 
He then marched againft the Chamavi, another nation of 
Franks, who had fettled in Gaul •, and having defeated 
them in battle, obliged them to retire beyond the Rhine ; 
on which he granted them peace upon fuch terms as ho 
thought fit to preferibe. Having reduced the Salii and Cha- 
inavi, he rebuilt three forts on the Meufe, which the Bar¬ 
barians had deftroyed ; but wapting provifions in a country 
I'o often ravaged by the enemy, to fupply his army, and to 
maintain the many captives whom he had obliged the ene- 
mv to relcafe, he ordered fix or eight hundred veffels to be 
built in Britain, for conveying corn from thence into Gaul. 

Julian continued in the country of the Chamavi, till the 
truce with the Alemans was expired ; and then laying a 
bridge of boats over the Rhine, he entered their country, 
which he wafted with fire and fword. Two of their kings, 
Suomarius and Hortarius, came in perfon, and obtained a 

Zof. lili. iii- p. 707. " Notit. Gall. p. 558. ” Juli.aii. ad 

Athcii. p. 514. 
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peace, upon tlieir promifing to fet at liberty all tlie captives 
they lir.d taken, to fupply a certain quantity of corn when 
required, and to furnilh wood, iron, and carriages, for re¬ 
pairing the cities which they had ruined. The prifoners, 
whom he rtfeued out of the hands of the Barbarians during 
this campaign, amounted to twenty thoiifandr (])). This year 
the emperor enaffed a law, dated the thirteenth of July, ad- ■A law a- 
diefl'ed to Taurus, prefect of Italy, declaring all magicians, 
altrologers, augurs, arufpiccs, and pretenders to the art of 
divination, enemies to mankind ; and fuch as fliould be 
found ill the piince’s court, guilty of treafon s. Authors 
think, that, by this law, the emperor meant to drive thefe 
impoliors from the court of Julian, who was fufpetled of 
privately favouring them, and giving credit to their pre- 
dirtions 


augurs, 

Gfr. 


Ill tlie year 35p, the two brothers Eufebius and Hypa- 
tins were confuls, being raifed to that dignity by llic t ai- 
prefs Eufebia their filler Julian was engaged in (j.i'il, 
in erctling magazines, in vifiting the cities which h. I f iT- 
feted moll by the inroads of the Barbarians, and giving 
proper orders for rebuilding their walls, and repairing their 
fnitifications. He afterwards alTcmbled all his forces at 
Meiitz, and pafling the Rhine on a bridge of boats, entered 
Germany, and advanced as far as a place called Pallas, 
where the territories of the Alemans and Burgundians 
ended, pillaging and laying waltc their country to a conii- 
derable extent. There he W'as met by fcveral kings, w'ho Julian 
made their fubmiflion, and were indulged wdth peace, upon obliges fe- 
their promifing to give up all the prifoners they had taken, Ger- 
and to furiiini a certain quantity of corn when required. 

Ihen Julian left Germany, and, as the lealon was already for pease. 
far advanced, he indulged his troops in winter-quarters, 
and retired himfelf to Paris. 

To return to Conflantius: that prince, having inter¬ 
cepted a letter to Barbatio from his wife Afl’yria, giving 


p Julian, ibid, Aminian. p. ini. Liban. Orat. xii. p. i8i>. Zof. 
p. 70. q Cod. Thcod. lib. ix. tit. ]6. leg, 6. p. 114, 125. 'Vide 
Baion. ad Ann. 358. ' Ammian, lib, xviii. p. 113. 


(D) On the twenty.fourth of fifty citiej, and totally ruined 
Augull, of this year, about fix that of Nicomedia, where it 
in the morning, a moll dread- w'as To fudden and violent, that 
fill earthquake was felt in Alia, all the houfes were overturned 
Pontus, and Macedon, which at once, and all the inhabitants 
greatly damaged a hundred and buried in the ruins (1). 

(i) Ammian. p. 57, 

him 
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him hopes of being ralfed one day to the fovereignty, or¬ 
dered them both to be executed. Many innocent perfons 
were involved in their ruin, and put to death, as privy to 
their defigns. A tribune, named Valentine, was feveral 
times racked in a mofl: inhuman manner; but, as he con- 
ftantly denied the charge, the emperor, convinced of his 
innocence, to make him fome amends, gave him the com¬ 
mand of the troops in Illyricum Before the end of the 
winter, the emperor received intelligence, that the Limi- 
gantes, quitting the country in which they had been fettled 
the preceding year, vrere advancing towards the borders of 
the empire. In confequence of this advice, leaving Sir- 
miuin early in the fpring, he hallened to the banks of the 
Danube, to prevent them from crolTnig that river, and in¬ 
vading Pannonia. Upon his arrival he difpatched deputies 
to inquire what had induced them to abandon the country 
which had been allotted them. The Limigantes anfwered, 
ill appearance, with the greatefl fubmiflion, that they were 
willing to live as true fubjefls of the empire, in what part 
foever the emperor fhould think fit to place them ; but that 
the country which they had abandoned, was altogether un¬ 
inhabitable, as they were ready to demonlfratc, if the em¬ 
peror would allow them to crofs the river, and lay their 
complaints before him. Conllantius, plcafed with the pro- 
pofal, granted their requeft, and received them in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Acumincum, the prefent town of Kamanez on 
the Danube, near Peterwaradin, in the territory of Sir- 
inium. But while he was afeending his tribunal, they 
fuddenly attacked his guards fword in hand, and would 
have killed the emperor himfelf, had he not wath difficulty 
fared himfelf by flight. Several of his guards were flain ; 
but in the mean time the reft of the troops, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, furrounded the Limigantes, and de- 
flroyed them to a man. Conllantius now returned to Sir- 
mium, where he was on the twenty-fecond of May, this 
year, the eve of Pentecoll; but foon after departed from 
thence for Conflantinoplc ; for he was on the eighteenth of 
June at Singidiinum in Mmfia''. He paffed the remaining 
part of this year at Conllantinople, ready to march, upon 
the firfl advice, againfl the Perfians. 

From hence, he difpatched into the Eaft the fecretary 
Paulus Catena, infamous for his cruelty, to profecutc fe¬ 
veral perfons accufed of having confulted the oracle of an 
idol named Befa in the city of Abydus, on the mofl diflant 
borders of Egypt. Modeltus, then count of the Ealt, and 

* 

t Ammian. lib, xviii. p. nS. « Cod, TheoJ. Chronol. p. 59. 
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aftenvai Lls prcfeiSl, was appointed to judge the criminals, 
Hcnnogcncs, who had fucceeded Mufonianus in the ollicc 
of prefect, being deemed unfit for that comniiflion, on ac¬ 
count of his mild and companionate temper. Modeftus 
eftabliflicil his tribunal at Scythopolis in Paf.cltinc, whither 
petfoiis of boih fexes, and of every rank and condition, were Several 
daily dragged in crouds from all parts, and either confined feriomten. 
to dungeons, or torn to pieces in a molt cruel ami barba- ‘lemned Ur 
rous in,inner on (he rack, or publicly exeeuted. Ammianus 
gives us a molt frighllul iilea of this horrid inquifition ; but 
at the fame- lime owns, tiv.it feveral perfons were cleared, and 
others pninlhcd with iar lefs feverity than was cxpedled 
P.irnaln;., who had been governor of ligypt, wa.s condemn¬ 
ed to 'ole his head, lor h.iving confulted an aflrologer, by 
means of Ariltophaiir.s ; but JVloilellus foftened the rigour 
of that feiitence, and only fenlhim into bainihment. iSim- 
pliciu.s the I'on of Thilippus, who had been prefedt, and 
confnl in ,48, W'as only exiled from his owti country; nor 
w ould JModen.us fuller him to be racked, tliough he had 
received pnlitive orders from the emperor. AriltDpli.nics 
wa.s, by onlcr of Paulus, whom he had provoked by his 
IrcL'doni of Ipeech, beaten w'ith balls of lead fallcncd to 
corils, till he w'as ready to ex|'irc ; when Modellns, in 
Lompaflion, ordered the executioner to forbear, and fciit 
Arillojibanes into banifliment. Demetrius, furnamed Cy- 
tliras, a pliilofopher advanced in years, being convidtctl of 
h iving facrificed to idols, w’as tortured with great cruelty 
foi many hours; but afterwards fuffered by Modelhis to 
return to Alexandria his n.uive city. Parnafus, and the 
rcll, excepting Arilhophanes, were recalled in the fequel, 
and pardoned 

Mean while Sapor king of Perfia was encouraged to be- The Per- 
gin holtiliiies by an officer of Conftaiitius, named Antoni- fieens begin 
nus, who, finding his aflairs ruined at home, had fled to 
the court of Perfia, hoping to make his fortune, and 
brought W'ith him an exaff account of the ftate of the em¬ 
pire, and all its forces. At the fame time Eufebius the 
eunuch, who had been long contriving the ruin of Urfici- 
nus, as the only perfon who was independent of him, and 
fcorned his fupport, perfuaded the emperor to remove him 
from the command of the troops in the Eaft, and to appoint 
in his Head Sabinianus, a decrepit old man, poffefleJ of 
irnmenfe w'ealth, but altogether unfit for that employment. 

This change was no fooner known at the Perfian court, 
than Antoninus, W'cll acquainted W'ith the chara^er of Sa- 

Auiinian, lib. xx. p. 150, iji. * Idem, p. 151. 
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binianus, preiTed Sapor to begin the war immediately, ad- 
viGng him to march to the Euphrates, without lofing time 
in beGeging towns, to crofs that river, and enter Syria, 
which he might eafily reduce. The PerGan, approving the 
fcheme, began to aflemble his troops from all quarters, in 
order to put it in execution. This conduft alarmed Con- 
ftantius, who immediately ordered Urficinus to march into 
Syria, with the charafter of general of foot, in the room 
of Barbatio lately beheaded ; but without .any autliority or 
even troops under his command. This too was a malicious 
contrivance of Eufebius, and the other eunuchs, that, if the 
mighty clefigns of the Perfians were defeated, Sabinianus 
might reap all the honour; but if they were attended with 
fuceefs, UrGcinus might be involved in difgrace. 

That brave commander had no fooner reached Syria, than 
he was informed, that the enemy’s vanguard had already 
pafled the Tigris. Upon this intelligence he hallened into 
Mefopotamia, to give the iiecellkry orders, in cafe the ene¬ 
my Ihould attack the city of Nifibis. From Nifibis he flew 
to Amida, another city in the fame country; and though 
he travelled in the night-time, he narrowly efcaped falling 
into the enemy’s hands, whofe parties were fpread all over 
the country. From Amida he lent Ammianus Marcellinus, 
the hiftorian, to reconnoitre the enemy, who, upon his re¬ 
turn, informed him, that they feemed at leaft a hundred 
thoufand ftrong; that they had already pafl'ed Nineve, in 
the province of Adiabene, and were arrived at the bridge 
of the Anzabes, a river in Aflyria- Urficinus immediately 
difpatched orders to Caflianus, duke of Mefopotamia, and 
to Euphronius, governor of the province, to order the in¬ 
habitants to withdraw with their efledls into places of fafe- 
ty ; to abandon Charrhae, which was an open city ; and to 
fet fire to the forage, and likewife to the corn, though al¬ 
ready ripe, that the enemy might find no fubfiltence, either 
for themfelves or their horfes, between the Tigris and the 
Euphrates. At the fame time he fortified the banks of the 
Euphrates with forts and palifades, fupplying the former 
with warlike engines of every kind. Thefe wife precau¬ 
tions having obliged Sapor to abandon his defign of march¬ 
ing to the Euphrates, he turned to the left, and took his 
route, purfuant to the advice of Antoninus, by the foot of 
the mountains which part Mefopotamia from Armenia, 
not doubting that he Ihould find plenty of forage, and the 
Euphrates fordable nearer its head. Urficinus, apprifed of 
his defign, immediately left Amida, to give the neceflary 
orders on that fide likewife ; but being furrounded by one 
of the enemy’s parlies, he narrowly efcaped falling into 

their 
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ill fir hands. Ammianus Marcellinus, the hlftorian, was 
purl'ued to Amiila ; which place was inverted a few days 
•after by Sapor’s whole army, in which feveral princes of 
different nations ferved, and among the cell the king of 
Albania, and Grumbates, king of the Chionitsc, a prince 
renowned for his valour and conquefts. The Perfian took Sapartakes 
poflelTioii, on his march to Amida, of two Roman forts, two Ro- 
Reman and Bufan, the foldieis who garrifoned them open- ’’“‘’’Jorts. 
iog the gates upon the firft fummons, though they were 
both places of great (trength, and the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring country had retired to them with all their ef- 
feifts. In both forts Sapor found fonie virgins, confecrated, 
to ufe the expreffion of Ammianus, to the worfhip of God, 
according to the difeipline of the ChrilUans ; and was fo 
far from olfering them any injury, that on the contrary 
he enjoined his foldiers not to interrupt or difturb them 
in thei) ufual exercifes of piety, hoping, by that gentle 
treatment, to remove the prejudice which his former cru¬ 
elties had produced in the minds of the neighbouring peo¬ 
ple 

He appeared before Amida, not with a defigii to bellege 
the place, but only to found the Jifpofition of the gatri* 
foil ; and, in cafe they refufed to fubmit, to purfue his 
march into Syria, agreeable to the plan fuggefted by An¬ 
toninus. But the Romans having difeharged, as he 'ap¬ 
proached tile walls to (hew himfelf in all his pomp and 
majefty, a fliower of darts, arrows, and javelins, one of 
which pierced his royal robes, and another laid the (on of 
Grumbates, a youth of great expectation, dead at his fa¬ 
ther’s feet, he was fo tranfported with rage, that laying 
alide his former feheme, he refolved to revenge the affront 
offered to himfelf, and the death of the young prince, with }Pf layt 
the dertrudlion of the city, and a general maflacre of ■AX to 
its inhabitants. Never was place afTaulted with more fury, oimit/a, 
nor defended with more vigour, refolution, and intrepidity; 
but at length moft of the garrifon being killed, and thofe 
who furvived exhaurted with labour and watching, the walls 
being in feveral places level with the ground, and the ditches 
filled up with dead bodies, the Perfians made a furious af- 
fault, and entered the town fword in hand, after having 
lain fcventy-five days before it, and loft, during that time, ter a hag 
more than thirty thoufand men. The city was rafed, the and vigo- 
chief officers were crucified, and the reft, with the foldiers 
and inhabitants, either put to the fword, or carried into 
captivity, except our liiftorian, and two or three more, rafed. 

V Ainniian. lib. xviii. p, 124—131. 
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who, in the dead of the night, efcaped through a po/lern 
not obferved by the enemy. Sapor,, finding the fummer 
already far fpeiit, and his army greatly fatigued, returned 
to his dominionSj having but little to boaft of in this expe¬ 
dition, which coll him the lives of fo many men, and pre¬ 
vented him from pnrfuing the grand defigns fuggellcd by 
Antoninus Sabinianus was bufied during the whole 
time of the fiege, in exereiling his men near Edella. Ur- 
ficinus was continually preffing him to take the field, and 
harrafs the enemy, by cutting off their parties, and inter¬ 
cepting their convoys; but Sabinianus returned no other 
anfwer than that his inflrudlions w-ere not to expofe the 
army to iinneceffary danger. He is fuppofed to have had 
private inllrudlions from liufebius, the favourite eiinucli, 
his patron, to give Urfieinus no opportunity of performing 
any thing that might redoutul to his honour =■. Thus was 
that great olFieer obliged to continue in.iclivc, and fee, with 
the utmoll regret, one of the llrongefl cities in the Eafl: 
reduced, and lo many brave men fall unrevenged. Ani- 
mianus, after his efcape from Amiila, found him at Mile- 
tene, in the Leffer Armenia, on his way to Antioch, whi¬ 
ther he followed him foon after. 

From Antioch Urfieinus repaired to court, where he was, 
to his great furprize, charged with the lufs of Amida, ami 
all the misfortunes of that unhappy campaign. Arbetio 
and Florentius, two creatures of Eufebius, were appointed 
by the emperor to enquire into his conduft, and examine 
by whofe negleft Amida was loll. Thefe twm judges, how¬ 
ever partial and corrupt, could not condemn Urfieinus ; 
but on the other hand not curing, through fear of offend¬ 
ing Eufebius, to expofe iSabinianus, ended their enquiries, 
without clearing the former, or condemning the latter. 
Urfieinus, highly provoked at fuch proceedings, appealed 
to the emperor, who he faid would not fail to punilh, with 
due feverity, the authors, whoever they were, of the late 
mifearriages. In the tranfport of his paffion, he let drop 
the following unguarded exprefllon, viz. “ That the em¬ 
peror hinifelf, though he marched into Mefopotamia the 
next fpring at the head of his army, would not be able to 
protett that country, fo long as he was thus governed by 
eunuchs.” This refledlion being carried immediately to 
the emperor, with malicious aggravations, Cunffantius, 
without further enquiry, ordered that brave and loyal offi¬ 
cer to retire to his native country, after having divelled 

* Animian, p. xviii. lib. 144—146. • Idem, lib. xviii, 
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liim of his employment, and given it to Agilo, a Germah, 
who, in -^^4, had been tribunus Itabuli, or mailer of the 
horl'c. Thus was this weak and deluded prince iriduced to 
deprive himfelf, and the empire, at fo critical a conjunc¬ 
ture, of the lldll, couniels, and experience of the belt of¬ 
ficer of the age, to gratify the avarice, ambition, and revenge 
of a wicked courtier, facrificing to his private views the 
public intcrell, and the welfare and glory both of his 
prince and country. 

In the courfe of the following year, Conftantius being The Pef- 
conful the tenth time, and Juban the third, Sapor, enter- ”’ahe 
ing Mefnpotamia early in the fpring, took Singara, a town 
of confiderable fltength, by aflault, and carried both the jcveral 
garrifon and inhabitants into captivity. Then leaving Ni- places in 
libis, where great part of the Roman army lay encamped, ^efopota- 
on the left, he took his route towards Bezabde, called alfo 
Phoenicia, a Itrong town on the Pigris. After feveral at¬ 
tacks, in which great numbers perifhed on both Tides, the 
bilhop went out to exhort the king to withdraw, and 
put an end to fo deftrudlive a war; but Sapor, without re¬ 
turning an anfwer, purfued the fiege, made himfelf mailer 
()1 the place, put moll of the inhabitants to the fword, and 
carried the rell, asdth the bifhop, and all his clergy, into 
llavery. Some fufpecled the bilhop, Heliodorus of fe- 
cretly favouring the Perfians ; but Ammianus clears him 
of this charge'. Sapor did not demolifh Bezabde, but re¬ 
paired the fortifications, and leaving a garrifon in if, led 
his army againll'Virta, or Birtha, on the mod diflant bor¬ 
ders of Mefopotamia ; but not being able to reduce it, after 
feveral unfuccersful attacks, he raifed the fiege, and retired 
to his own dominions, without engaging in any other en- 
terprize. While Sapor thus, by degrees, reduced Mefo¬ 
potamia, Conllantius was Hill at Conllantinople, raifing 
new troops, and foliciting the Goths, and other Barbarians, 
to join him. At length he left that-metropolis, when the 
fpring was far advanced, and fet out for Syria. Upon his 
arrival at Cvefarea in Cappadocia, he was met by deputies 
from Julian, who had been declared emperor at Paris. He 
was thuiiderflruck at the intelligence, and long in fufpcnfe 
whether he fhould march againll Julian or Sapor; but was 
at lall perfuaded to purfue his march into the Eaft. Leav- Conjlantiui 
ing therefore Cappadocia, he advanced to Miletene in the marches 
Lcfler Armenia, palTed the Euphrates at Samofata in Syria, Mf/o- 
and arrived at EdelTa in Mefopotamia, where he was oblig- 
cd to wait the arrival of his troops and warlike engines, till 

Men*a, 9 Apr. p. 76. ' Ammian. lib. xx, p. i6j. 
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after the autumnal equirtox, when he purfueJ his march 
to Amida, which he could not behold, buried in its ruins, 
without fhedding many tears. From Amida he continued 
his route to Bezabile, to retake that place ; but being in 
feveral afl'aults repulfed by thePcrfian garrifon, he refolved 
to reduce it by famine ; but the heavy rains, and fevere 
weather, obiiged him to drop the enterprize, and retire to 
Antioch, which he did not reach before the end of the year"*. 

We ftiall now return to Julian, whom we left the pre¬ 
ceding year in his quarters at Paris, where he was inform¬ 
ed, in the beginning of the winter, that the PitSs and Ca¬ 
ledonians, about this time firit diflinguiihed in hiftory by 
the name of Scoti or .Scots, had invaded the Roman pro¬ 
vince, and committed dreadful ravages. Upon this intel¬ 
ligence he detached his lieutenant Lupicinus, who had fuc- 
ceeded Severus in that poll:, with fome troops into Britain. 
Lupicinus failed from Boulogne in the depth of winter, 
and in a few days reached London, where he landed his 
forces But we find no farther account of this expedition 
in hiftory : and indeed Lupicinus, though he was an officer 
of great bravery and experience, had not time to perform 
any remarkable exploits, being recalled foon after, as 
will foon appear. Mean while Conftantius, intent upon 
alfembling a powerlul army for his intended expedi¬ 
tion againft the Perfians, fent Uecentius, one of his fe- 
cretaries, into Gaul, to bring all the Batavians, and othcr 
auxiliaries, with three hundred men chofen out of each 
corps ferving under Julian. The emperor’s orders were 
not addrefled to Julian, to whom he only wrote, caution¬ 
ing him not to oppofe them, but to his lieutenant Lupici¬ 
nus, and to Gentinus, or, as others call him, ^intula, his 
tribunus ftabuli. Julian found himfelf reduced, by this 
order, to the unhappy dilemma, either of falling a facrificc 
to the refentment of the emperor, if he refufed to comply 
with it, or periffiing by the arms of the Barbarians if he 
obeyed it; being well apprifed that, unmindful of their pro- 
mifes and treaties, they would be tempted to attack Gaul as 
foon as they faw that province deftituCe of troops for its 
defence. 

In this dangerous fituation he refolved, without hefitat- 
ing a fingle moment, to obey, but at the fame time to re¬ 
nounce the dignity of Csefar, that he might not be charged 
with the lofs of Gaul. He thought himfelf however bound 
to acquaint Decentius, that the auxiliaries raifed in Gaul 
and C^rmany had entered into the fervice, on condition 

* Cod. Theodi p. Co. « Aromian. lib. xx, p. 154. 
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of tTieir not being obliged to pafs the Alps ; and that the 
violation of this article, always infilled Upon by the people 
beyond the Rhine, might prevent their lifting ihemfelves 
for the future. But Decentius, difregarding his juft re- 
monftrances, he fubmitted to the emperor’s will without 
reply. As Lupicinus, to whom the emperor’s orders were Julian 
addrefled, was abfent in Britain, Decentius himfelf felefled 
the beft men of each corps, not excepting Julian’s own 
guards ; and Julian wrote to the refpeiftive commanders, orifrj. 
enjoining them to quit their winter-quarters, and begin 
their march without delay. This order threw Gaul into 
the utmoft confufion'; nothing was heard but complaints, 
outcries, and lamentations, as if the Barbarians had already 
entered the province : feveral libels againft Conftantius, and 
in commendation of Julian, were privately handed about, 
and difperfed among the foldiery. To obviate their ccnn* 
plaints, Julian ordered them to carry their families with 
them, fupplying them with carriages for that purpofe. 

When the troops were ready to depart, Julian advifed De¬ 
centius not to fufl'er them to approach Paris, where he Hill 
was in winter-quarters ; but Decentius, fearing they might 
mutiny if they left Gaul without feeing their general, con¬ 
duced them thither to take their leave of him, which prov¬ 
ed a very injudicious ftep. Julian received them in a molt 
obliging manner, and encouraged them chearfully to fub- 
init to the emperor’s commands, who would not fail tore- 
ward their valour. But, on the other hand, the people 
conjured him not to abandon a country which they had de¬ 
fended with fo much glory; and the foldicrs fhewed a 
ftiong inclination to comply with their requeft. 

Julian, afeending the tribunal, faid, that it was not law- Tkffil- 
fiil for them to deliberate about a thing already decided by 
the emperor; and upon that fubjcC made a long difcouife, havihiwh 
which the foldiers heard with attention, and withdrew in 
ftlence. After this harangue Julian invited the chief 
ollicers to dinner, entertaining them with equal tendemefs 
and magnificence, and defiririg them to inform him in 
what he could be ferviceable to them. The officers, greatly 
cortcerrted to part with fo generous a commander, and to 
quit their country, returired itr the utmoft affliftion to their 
quarters ^ However, they continued quiet till about fun- 
fet, when the foldiers, roufed, according to Zofiraus *, by 
libels difperfed privately among them by their officers, flew 
all at once to arms, furrounded the palace, and, with a 
tumultuous rroife, proclaimed Julian emperor. Julian calls 

t Ammian. lib. XX. p. 163. Julian, ad Atben. p. 518, 519. * Zof. 

Jib. iii. p, 710, 

N 1 


-n 



182 

^hey fro» 
claim him 
emperor. 


JuViar re- 
jells the 
title i 


Vr. of FI. 

2810. 

A. a 3C0. 
U C. 115S. 


hut is 
forceti to 
accent oj it. 


The Coujianttnopolitan Hiftory. 

all the gods to V’itnefs, that he had not the leafl knowlegak 
of the defign, nor the leafl fufpicion of its being in agita¬ 
tion i but was withdrawn with his wife, when he firlt 
heard himfelf faluted emperor Libanius too aflures 
us, that the projefl was not premeditated, but fudden*. 
Julian, fhewing himfelf highly dilfatisfied with the con- 
dufl of the foldiery, ordered all the gates of the palace 
to be kept fhut-, infomuch that the foldiers, eager to fee 
him, were obliged to wait till next morning. In the mean 
time he invoked his gods, intreating them to reveal their 
will by fome prodigy; and they commanded him, as we 
arc told, to comply with the defires of the army (W). As 
foon as day appeared, the forces, breaking down the gates 
of the palace, obliged Julian to ihew himfelf, and tainted 
him again with the title of Auguflus, which he continued 
to rejeft, reminding them of their duty, and promifing to 
prevail upon the emperor to countermand the orders which 
had given occafion to their complaints, nmiiny, and revolt. 
But all Was ineffeftual; for the foldiers, apptifed that 
Conftantius, notwithllanding all his promifes, would treat 
them as rebels, threatened Julian with inllant death if he 
pcrfifled any longer in declining the honour they intended 
to confer upon him. To thefe menaces he yielded, and 
was thereupon borne by the foldiers on fliields, and fliewn 
to the multitude, who, with loud acclamations, proclaimed 
him emperor, while an officer, named Maurus, placed 
upon his head his golden collar, enriched with precious 
ftones, inftead of a diadem. When this ceremony was 
over, Julian, to animate his foldiers, promifed them five 
pieces of gold and a pound weight of filver a man Then 
he fhut himfelf up in the palace, ililpleafcd and uneafy at 
what had happened; a circumftance which gave occafion 
to the report of his having been murdered. This alarmed 
the foldiery, who immediately flew to the palace, where, 
to their great fatisfadlion, they found him, not only fafe, 
but clad in the imperial robes Libanius writes, that the 

S Julian. Orat. xii. p- aS 4 - *Lib.Tn. Orat.x. p. a 4 ’- Atn- 
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#cunucli, his chamberlain, had been bribed to murder him ; 
and Julian himfelf declares, that money had been diflribut- 
ed among the troops to corrupt them. However that be, 
the foldicrs, imagining he had been in danger, prelTedhim 
to execute all the friends of Conflantius who had oppofed 
his promotion ; but he refolutely declared, that he would 
not fuffer the lead injury to be offered them ; nay, he ge- 
neroufly forgave the eunuch who had attempted to take Hh gne- 
away his life. _ 

Some troops had already begun their march towards the 
Eaft ; but they were no fooner informed of what had pafled 
at Paris, than they returned with their leader Sintula, and 
joined the red. Julian having afl'embled them in a neigh¬ 
bouring plain, appeared at their head with all the enligns 
of majefty ; and afeending the tribunal, in a very elegant His /pitch 
fpeech commended their valour, reminded them of the thefal- 
many viiSpries they had gained under his conduff, cncou- diery, 
raged them to defend and protedt a prince whom they them- 
felves had raifed, and ended with afl'uring them, that he 
had determined to rule with juflice and moderation, and 
to prefer fuch only as were men of merit, without fuffering 
himfelf to be biafled by the recommendations of any perfon 
whatever. 

He had no fooner accepted the impeiial title, than Dc- Decentius 
centius returned into the Eaft, whither he was foon fol- F/oren- 
lowed by the prefect Florentlus, who, confeious of his con- 
rindt towards Julian, and dreading his refentment, was in 
focb hafle to depart Gaul, that he left his whole family 
behind him ; but Julian not only allowed them to follow 
him, but ordered them to be fupplied for that purpofe with 
carriages. Lupicinus, Julian’s lieutenant, an officer of 
great experience, courage and addrefs, was capable of im- 
broiling matters j but as he was flill in Britain, Julian, by 
ordering all the veflels on the coafl to be (topped, prevented 
his receiving intelligence of what had pafled ; fo that, upon 
his landing at Boulogne to execute the emperor’s orders ad- 
drefled to him, as we have related above, he was arretted Lupicisius 
by an officer fent thither for that purpofe, but treated by 
Julian with the utmoft humanity and condefeenfion Ju- 
Kan, convinced that the emperor would be alarmed, and vanity.' 
highly provoked, at what h.ul happened, in order to appeafe Jtlian 
his wrath, and allay his feais, wrote a polite letter to him, finds Jt- 
■which he fent by two of his chief officers, Pentadius and 
Eutherius. He acquainted him with what had happened, 
begged he would fuffer him to enjoy the title which he had ror, 
jjeen forced to accept, promifed to obey him, even in that 

Aniinian. p. 171- Julian, ad Athen. p. 515. 
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iljition, with the fame readinefs and alacrity as if he were 
3 private perfon, ofFsred to fend him fome troops, and even' 
to leave the nomination of the prefefl: to him ; but at the 
fame time he referved to himfclf the creating of the other 
officers, and remonftrated with the greatefl fubinifhon, 
that Gaul was fo far from being able to fparc any of its na¬ 
tives, that, on the contrary, it Hood in need of alfiltance 
from other provinces. Julian not only wrote hiinfclf, but 
perfuaded the whole army to write to the emperor, earneflly 
intreating him to confirm what they had done, and to agree 
with Julian, who had obliged them to take an oath not to 
raife any difturbances, if Conftaiuius fuffered him to con¬ 
tinue in Gaul with the title of Auguftus Julian con¬ 
tented himfelf with the title of Cxfar; and he himfclf af- 
fuies us, that in writing to the emperor, he never afl'umed 
any other. But to this public paper, as we may flylc it, he 
added a private one, highly injurious and abufive, as we 
read in Ammianus ; who tells us, that though it had been 
communicated to him, yet be flioukl have thought it inde¬ 
cent and unbecoming to iiifert it in his liiffory. 

The deputies from Julian found the emperor at Csfarea 
in Cappadocia, who, upon bis firfl; reading the letter, was 
fo tranfported with rage, tliat he drove them from his pre¬ 
fence ; and was fome time in fufpeiife, whether he fliould 
proceed in his expedition againfl the I’erfians, or turn his 
arms againft his rival; but, upon mature deliberation, 
cooler counfels prevailed. Conftantius, difmifling the de¬ 
puties, difpatched Leonas, his quxftor, into G.iul, with a 
letter to Julian, acquainting him, that he could not by any 
means approve of his ufurpation, and exhorting him, as he 
tendered his own fafety, and that of his friends, to he fatis- 
fied with the title of Cxfar, which he fcill allowed him to 
epjoy, but difapproved and annulled every other tranfaftion, 
l.eonas foon reached Paris, where he was kitidly received 
by Julian, to whom he delivered the emperor’s letter. Ju¬ 
lian received it fitting on his tribunal, in the prefence of 
the foldiery and people, wdiom he had aflembled for that 
purpofe, and caui'ed it to be read aloud. When he under- 
ftood, that the emperor wmuld not allow him the title of 
Auguftus, addrefling himfelf to Leonas, he told him, that 
he was willing to lay down that title, provided the army 
ponfented to it; but otherwife could nqt, without betray¬ 
ing, and cxpofing them to the refentment of Conftantius. 
He had fcarce uttered thefe words, when the whole af- 
fembly confirmed, yvith repeated acclamations, the title 
they had beftowed, declaring, that they were determined tp 

" Ampiiaiiilib. ». p. i6y. Julian, p. 51S. Zojiar. p. iK. 
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fupport him to the lall extremity. Julian wrote to the 
empeior by Leonas, acquainting him with the difpo- 
fition of the people and foldiery, and telling him, that he 
could not prevail upon himfelf to abandon them to his re- 
fentmenl. Several meflages and embaflies pafl'ed between 
Conltantius and Julian ; the former infilling upon his ab¬ 
dicating the fovereignty, and the latter declining, under va¬ 
rious pretences, to relinquifli the authority with which he 
had been veiled by the people, but at the fame time alTur- 
ing the emperor of his good intentions and zeal for his 
fervice 

In the mean time, the emperor being wholly engaged 
w'ith the Perfian war in the Eall, Julian, to keep his army- 
in aftion, and maintain the reputation he had acquired, 
pafl'ed the Rhine at Tricefima, which fome maintain to be 
Cleves, others Kellen, in that neighbourhood. Falling Julian 
fuddeiily upon the Atthuarii, the inhabitants of the prefent ovtreomu 
countries of Cleves and Munller, who had made frequent puhn- 
inroads into Gaul, he 1 -aid walte their territory, killed great 
numbers, and obliged the rell to fubmit to fuch laws as he 
thought fit to impole. In this expedition be fpent three 
months, and then repaiTnig the Rhine, vifited all the forts 
on tliat river as far as Bafle, recovered fome places that 
were pofl'efl'ed by the enemy, fortified them, and, as the 
ye.ir was already far fpent, retired by Befan^on to Vienne, 
where he took up his winter-quarters 

The next eonfuls were Flavius Taurus, prefe£k of Italy, 
who had prefided the year before at the famous council of 
Rimni, and Florentius, prefecl of Gaul, who had fled from 
that province upon the promotion of Julian. The new 
emperor, finding Conflantius would not agree to any 
terms, began to prepare for -viMr, incited to it by magicians, 
who afl'ured him of fuccefs, and encouraged by feveral 
dreams, in one of which he is faid to have difeovered, that 
Conflantius Was near his end, and that he would die about 
the month of November f (P). When he had made the 
necefl’ary preparations for war, and was ready to march into 

n Aminian. lib. xx. p, 170. Liban. Or 9 t. xii. p. 1B6. Zonar. 
p- 19 "Julian Epift. xxxviii. p. iSp. P Liban. Orat. xii. 

p. a86. Ammiau. lib. kx. p. 179. 

(P) He Hill made an outward though he had long fince re- 
profellion of the Chriftian re- nounced it in his heart, and 
ligion, fays Ammianu5(i), to embraced the religion of the 
gain the Chrillians to his party ; ancient Romans, 
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Italy, and thence into the Eaft, againft Conflantiu;;, if he 
perfifted in refufing him the title of emperor, advice was 
brought that the Alemans, and, among the reft, the fubjccls 
of Vadomarius, whofe country lay near Bafle, had invaded 
Gaul, on the fide of Rhxtia, and committed dreadful ra¬ 
vages. Vadomarius pretended to have the greateft refpecl: 
imaginable for Julian, and to be much concerned for the 
boftilities committed by his countrymen ; but in the mean 
time, Julian having intercepted a letter from that prince to 
Conftantius, filled with bitter inveftives againft himfelf, 
found means to have him arrefted at a banquet, and 
banifhed into Kpain. He had already fent Libano, one 
of his commanders, with a ftrong detachment againft the 
Alemans; but he being killed, and his men routed, near 
Sandlio, now Seckingen, in the neighbourhood of Bafle, 
Julian advanced in perfon againft them, paffed the Rhine, 
where coming upon them unexpeftedly, he flew great 
numbers, and obliged the reft to reftnre the booty they 
had taken, and fue for peace; which he granted upon his 
own terms. 

In the mean time, Conftantius having ordered magazines 
to be formed at Brian^on in Dauphine, at Bregeniz on the 
lake of Conftance, and at ftveral other places on the Alps, 
Julian concluded from thence, that he was determined upon 
v/ar. Refolving, therefore, to be beforehand with him, he 
threw oft’ the maflt, and obliged his foldiers to take an oath 
of allcgance to him ; which they all did very readily, ex¬ 
cept Nibridius, W'ho had fiicceeded riorentius in the pre- 
fedfure of Gaul. That officer frankly declared, that he 
would not, upon any confideration whatfoever, take an 
oath, which obliged him to draw his fword againft his 
lawful fovereign. Upon this refufal, Julian fnflered him 
to retire unmolefted into Hetruria’. In his room, Julian 
appointed Germanicus to difeharge the fumftions of the 
prefefl. As thus obliging the foldiers to take an oath of 
allegiance to himfelf was openly revolting from Conftan¬ 
tius, he wrote to feveral cities, and among the reft to 
Athens, Lacedaemon, and Corinth, acquainting them with 
the motives that had induced him to take that ftep. Ju¬ 
lian, now finding he couhl depend upon the fidelity of his 
army, and refolved to purfue his defigns with vigour, de¬ 
tached part of his forces into Pannonia under the conduift of 
Nevita, Jovlnus, andjovius, ordering them to take different 
rputes, that they might feem the more numerous, and ftrike 
the greater terror into the enemy, while he, leaving Bafle, 


^ Ampeian. lib, xxi. p, i^i. 
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marched through woods and by-ways into Illyricum. Nevita, Uf 
Jovinus, andjovius, commanded about twenty tlioufand on hu 
men, but Julian hirnfejf was attended by no mote than three ’nanh. 
thoufand. They were all diredled to meet at Sirmium, the 
place of the general rendezvous. Upon intelligence of Ju¬ 
lian’s march, Taurus, prefedt of Italy, and Florentius, 
whom Conftantius had lately appointed prefedl of Illyri- 
cuin, abandoning their provinces, fled to the emperor to 
acquaint him with the motions of Julian. As they were 
both confuls this year, Julian ordered them, if Zofimus is 
to be creditedto be ftigmatized in all the public adls 
_ with the epithet of the Runaway Confuls. By their flight 
Julian became mailer of Italy without llriking a blow, and 
likewile of Sicily, whither he fent fome troops, u'ith or¬ 
ders to keep themfclves in rcadinefs to pals over into 
Africa. 'J he different detachments, condudlcd by Julian 
and the three above mentioned commanders, purfutd their 
march with fucli expedition, that in ten or eleven days time 
they all arrived in the neighbouihood of Sirmium, which 
Julian entered in triumph ; Lucilianus, w'ho commanded 
there for Conftaatius, having been furprifed the night be¬ 
fore, and taken prifoner, by one of Julian’s parties. 

He remained but two days at Sirmium, being eager to Maiet 
make himfelf matter of the important pafs of Sucidava, di- hmfelf 
viding Illyricum from Thrace, which he occupied accord- 
jngly without oppofition. Having left a ftrong garrifon 
under the command of Nevita, he returned to Naiflus, 
where he feems to have continued till the death of Con- 
ftantius. During his refidtnce, he raifed Aurelius Vidlor, 
the hillorian, to the government of Pannonia Sccunda, 
and wrote to the Roman fenate a letter filled with bitter 
inve£lives agaititt Cmittantius, which was ill received by 
the people, and is feverely condemned by Ammianus hiin- 
felf “. While Julian lay at Naiflus, w'ithout the Icatt ap- 
preheiiGon of an enemy at his back, two of Conllantius's 
legions, and a cohort of archeis, who hatl been ordered 
into Gaul, furprifed on their march the city of Aquilcia, f,^i tanaot 
and defended it vrith fuch vigour and refolution, that Ju- reduce A- 
-Ijan could not, with all bis efforts, reduce it: they W'ere guileia, , 
commanded by Nigrinus, who defended the place till two 
months after the emperor’s death, atul was even then witli 
iiiSiculty prevailed upon to fubmit to Julian'. 

Conttantius, being returned from Mefopotamia to An- 7-/,^ 
tioch in the latter end of the preceding year, married in rormarriet 

faufiina. 


e Zof. p. 712. 

I Ibid. p. igi—j, 
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that city, with great folemnity, Maxima Fauftina, Eiifebia 
being dead fame time before. Of the parentage and qua- 
)ities of this emprefs, no mention is made by the aneients. 
All we know of her is, that after the death of Conflantius 
ihe was delivered of a daughter, named Flavia Maxima 
Conllantia, who was afterwards married to the emperor 
Gratian The emperor fpent the remaining part of the 
winter in preparing for his intended expedition againft the 
Pcrfians, being refolvcd to terminate that war, or at lead 
to fecure the empire on that fide, before he marched into 
the Weft againft Julian. In the mean time Sapor, having 
aflembled a powerful army, took the field, and advanced to 
the banks of the Tigris, with a defign to pafs that river, 
and purfue his march to the Euphrates. This intention 
Conftantius no fooner underftood than he left Antioch ; 


Tktfir- 
Jiaai relii (■ 


and crofting the Euphrates, advanced to Edefla; whence he 
fent part of his army, under the command of Arbetio and 
Agile, to the banks of the Tigris, with exprefs orders not 
to expofe the troops wantonly to dangers. About this time 
ihe emperor received certain intelligence, that Julian had 
already made himfelf mailer of Illyricum, and the impor¬ 
tant pafs feparating that country from Thrace. He was 
thimderftruck with thefe news; but the very next day an 
exprefs arrived from his generals nn the banks of the Tigris, 
afluring him, that Kapor, iiilimidated by unlucky omens, 
bad marched back to his own dominions with his whole 
army. Conftantius, overjoyed at thefe tidings, immediately 
left Mefopotamia, and returned to Antioch, with a defign 
to march without delay againft Julian, encouraged in this 
refolution by hre army, who declared with one voice, that 
they were ready to facrifige their lives in fo jull and ho¬ 
nourable a caufe. 


Vr. of FI. In the mean time, he difpitcbed Arbetio with a ftrong 
i»ii. detachment to the ftreights of Sucidava, w’here Julian was 
u”? forces in order to invade 'f brace, and follow'- 

in perfon with the reft of his army about the latter end 
•fhtaipt- of the autumn. Upon his arrival atTarfus in Cilicia, he 
rar march- was feized with a feverilh diftemper, occalioned chiefly by 
ti againfi uneafinefs and perplexity of his mind ; but belieying he 
fhould get the better of it by motion and exercife, he pur- 
fued his march to Mopfucrene, on the borders of Cilicia, 
at the foot of Mount Taurus, where, by the violence of his 
diftemper, which increafed daily, he was obliged to halt. 
luifdirjat In that place all remedies proving ineffetlual, he died on 
Mafifu- the third of November, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 
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and the thirty-eighth of his reign, reckoning from the time 
he had been created Csefar, but only the twenty-fifth fince 
the death of his father. Julian was no fooner informed of 
his death, than he left Illyricum, and on the eleventh of 
December arrived at Conlfantinople, whither he caufed the 
corpfe of the deceafed prince to be brought by Jovian, af¬ 
terwards emperor, and ordered it to be interred with the 
iifual folemnity in the church of the Apoftles Julian 
hiinfelf adifted at the ceremony in his purple robes, but 
without the other enligns of his dignity *. 

As for his charafter, all the ancients, whether Chriftlans His cha. 
or Pagans, paint him as a weak and vain prince : he was raHer. 
entirely governed by the eunuchs of the court, efpecially 
by his chamberlain Eufebius. He admitted none to his His bad 
confidence but fuch as were well Ikillcd in flattery ; whence qualities. 
he had none about him but fuch as, by approving all his 
ineafures, Itudied to gain his favour, and raife them- 
fclves. It has been already obferved, that he aferibed to 
hinifelf the glory of victories gained by his oflicers, and 
fpoke of them as if he had fought in perfon at the head of 
the victorious armies. The Chriftian writers, both Aiian 
and orthodo.x, complain of his affuming too much in cccle- 
fiaflic matters. Under him employments were not given 
to the moll deferving men, but to fuch only as were mod 
able to purchafe them of the eunuchs, and other favourites. 

The unhappy people in the provinces #vere miferably op- 
prefled by their governors, who made it their bufinefs to 
repay thernfelves the funis vi'hich they had dilburl'ed, and to 
heap up money to purchafe other more profitable employ¬ 
ments. He was fo jealous of his authority, and of fuch a 
timorous and fufpicious temper, that upon the lead appear¬ 
ance of a plot, he put numbers of perfons to death, fre¬ 
quently confounding the innocent with the guilty, though 
accufed by perfons altogether unwoithy of credit. The in¬ 
famous tribe of informers increafed under him to fuch a 
number, that no man of fortune, however innocent, was 
fafe r. As he had no great genius or capacity himfelf, he 
hated all men of letters, and difcountenanced every liberal 
art and fcience ; therefore freedmen only applied them- 
felvcs to the dudy of the law, and that of eloquence was 
entirely negleCled : to be a great philofopher was reckoned 
a crime, Condantius confidering the philofophers as magi¬ 
cians, againd whom he enaCled mod rigorous laws 

* Amni. lib, xxi. p. 105. Soerst. lib. iii. cap. i. p. i68. Paneg, 

» p-ai], X Linan. Orat. xii, p, 289, r Anamian.Iib xxi. 

r> ae], Liban. Urn. aiLviii-p. *£atTEtp. lib. xv. p. 44. 

How- 
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he .fpRoded aiui endowdiia library at < 0004 !^/ 
tihoplh^ tmichedSc. with a large colleftion of choice booloi, ;i 
,and appointed a perfon, with a liberal falary, to lake care " " 
of it *. •'£' 

But among fo many defects, he had fomc good qualities. : 
In crimes of treafon, real or only fufpefted, he behaved like 
a tyrant, fays Ainmianus ■, but in other refpefts was not a 
bad prince. He was of a very low ftature, fays the fame 
writer, but enured to fatigue ; and performed the military 
exercifes, efpecially thofe of the infantry, w'ith wonderful 
addrefs. He was f.itisfied with a frugal diet, flept little, an 
utter ftranger to luxury, and of fuch chaftity and temper,- 
ance, as not to be even fufpe£ted of thofe vices which ufu- 
allyprevail in courts. He is generally thought to have been 
the author of the law condemning to death thofe who were 
found guilty of unnatural crimes He fometimes per¬ 
formed the meaneft duties of a foldier, but at the fame 
time knew how to maintain the grandeur and majclly of 
his flation ■=. He defpifed popularity ; and his affeCfation 
Was truly ridiculous: he appeared in public like a llatue, 
without moving his head or hands, without fpitting, or 
blowing his nofc, left he Ihould by fuch vulgar affions de¬ 
grade the majefty and grandeur of an emperor. Though 
he had no genius either for poetry or eloquence, yet he 
was not entirely unacquainted with polite literature Ai - 
rclius Vidlor and^utropius commend him for the great 
refpc£l he always fhewed to his father, for his extraordinary 
modefty, and for rewarding fervices with uncommon ge- 
nerofity '. Themiftius extols his magnificence, and ob- 
ferves, that he enriched all his friends ^ He hniftied the 
walls of Conftantinople, begun by his father ; repaired, at 
a great expence, many of the buildings; and embcllifhed 
the city W'ith fountains, baths, and other ftately edifices. . 

He was a zealous promoter of the Chriftian religion, and , 
enadted feveral laws, of which we have taken notice in the 
hiftoty of his reign, for the total fuppreflion of idolatry. 

He built a great number of churches, and among the reft 
the famous cathedral of Emefa in Syria, and the great 
church of Alexandria, called Cxfarea. That of St. Sophia 
at Conftantinople was the work of Coiiftantine, though 
commonly aferibed to his fon Conftantius *. He not only 
built, but endowed and enriched many cbufchcs with gteat 

» Themill. Orat. ili. p. 45, b Cod. Tbeod. ix. tit. 7. leg. 3. 

p. 59. e Ammian. lib. xxi. p. 200. >< Aur. Vi£t. p- ij. 

' Eutrop. p. 1S3. f Themift. Orat. iv. p. 6i. e Socra.. 

p. 94. Cange urb. Canftantin. Defeript. p. 144, 145. 
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revenues; and (hewed, on all occafions, an extraordinary 
refpetl: and efteem for the clergy, efpecially the bifhops, re¬ 
ceiving thcii bleffing in a bumble pofture, entertaining 
them at his table, and exempting them from all impofts and 
taxes •> (G). 

)■ Hilar, contra Conllant. Orat. p. 113, J14. 


(G) But thefe favours he 
beftoued on thofe alone who 
profelfed the doflrine of Avius. 
The orthodox bifliops were 
driven from their fees, and ei¬ 
ther banilhed, or inrpvlloned ; 
and fome of them were, by 
the authority or connivance of 
the emperor, put to death. But 
ro give an account of this per- 
fecutlon is not our province, 
but that of the eeeleliadic wri¬ 
ters. 

Among the men of learning 
who flouruhed under Conflan- 
tiu3, St. Jerom mentions Gen- 
nadius, I’etrus, Viflorlnus, Mi- 
nervius, Alcinius, Delphidius, 
and Donatus (I). Allweknow 
of the tw'o fil'd, is, th.it they 
were buih celebrated lawyers ; 
that the tormer lived at Rome, 
and the latter at Saragofa in 
Spain (z). Of Victorinus we 
fliall fpeak hereafter. Tibe¬ 
rius Vidtor Minervius taught 
eloquence at Conftantinople, at 
Rome about the year 353, and 
at Bourdeaux, the place of his 
nativity (3'. He is lavlihly 
commended by Aufonius, who 
is proud of having ftudied under 
him (4). Latinus Alethius 
Alcimus was a native of the 
Agenois, or territory of Agen, 
and is by Aufonius numbered 


among the profelTors of Bour- 
dcaux (j). He publifhed fome 
wotks, in which he praifed the 
emperor Julian, and Sallull, 
who was prefedt of Gaul undtr 
that prince (6) ; but none of 
them have reached our times. 
Atticus Tyro Delphidius, the 
fan of the orator Patera, or Pa- 
terius, acquired great reputa¬ 
tion bv his poems (7). Dnna- 
tu.s, under whom St. Jerom llu- 
dlcd, taught grammar at Rome 
with great reputation in 354, 
wrote comments on Terence 
and Virgil, and publiihcd fe- 
veral grammatical pieces, often 
quoted by Caffiodorus, who 
judged them more proper for 
children, than any thing writ¬ 
ten by other grammarians (8). 
Nonius Marcellus, another ce¬ 
lebrated grammarian, lived, as 
is fuppofed, about the time of 
Conrtautius, and wa?, as we 
gather from the title of his 
work on the propriety of Latin 
words, a native of Tivoli, and 
a Peripatetic philofopher (9). 
The works of Sextus Pompeius 
Fellus bear a much better cha- 
radter than thofe of Marcellus. 
He wrote on the (ignification of 
words; but his work, which 
was only an epitome of what 
Verrius Flaccus had written on 


(1) Hier. Citron. (i) Idem ibid, (3) Idem ibid. 

Aulbn. de Profell', Burdigal. carm i. p. 137. (4) Aufon. ibid, 

carm. ri, p. 150. (5) Idem ibid, carm. ii. p. 141. (6) Sidon. 

lib, viii. epilV. 11. p. X30. [7) Aufon. ibid carm.v. p. 147. 

(8) Hier. inRuf. lib. i. cap. 4. p. zoz. Calfiod. dcOrthogr. p. 255, 
($} Vide Ba'iUet. cap. 610, p, 34. & Salraaf, in Not. in 

Spart. p. Z41, 

that 
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Before wc proceed to thehiftory of Julian’s reign, it will 
not be foreign to our purpofe, to give the reader a fucciiict 
account of the birth, parentage, education, and lludies of a 
prince fo much fpoken of by the ecclefiaftic writers. Julius 


that fubjeft in the time of Au- 
guftus, was abridged in the time 
of Charlemagne by Paulus Dia- 
conus i and to this abridgement 
is owing the lofs of the much 
greater part ol that which was 
done by FclUis (i). Someina- 
nuferipts have reached our 
limes on the art of furveying or 
meafuring land, written by In- 
nocentius, probably the furvey- 
or of that name, who, accord¬ 
ing to Ammianus Marcellinua, 
was at the court of Conftantius 
in 35g (z). Vindanius Ana¬ 
tolius, a native ot Berytus, 
wrote ten books on Agricul¬ 
ture, containing many ufeful 
rules, blended with Come fuper- 
ftitious and heathenilh ublerva- 
tlons (3). Part of that work 
has reached our times; but the 
author is theic ftyled V’indaino- 
nius,and nocVindanius. Sextus 
Aurelius Viftor may be ranked 
among the writers who floui idl¬ 
ed under Conftantius though 
he died long alter him, fince, 
in his reign, he wiote his hif- 
tory of the Roman einpeiors. 
He is commonly thought to 
have been a native of Africa, 
and to have been horn of poor 
parents in fome village of that 
country (4), He was, at leaft 
when he wrote liis hiftory, a 
pagan, as mud evidently appear 
to all who perufe it. Gotho- 
fredus publiftied in i6z8. an 
ancient defeription of the world, 
as he ftyles it, compiled in the 


time of Conftantius, and not of 
Coiiltantine, as wc read in the 
text, after that prince had 
finillied the port of Selcucia, 
and alter the earthquake which 
overturned the city of Duras (;). 
Julius Firmicus Maternus, who 
flouriflied at the fame time, was 
not only a Chriflian, but a zea¬ 
lous detender of the religion he 
profelled; tor he addiclled a 
work to the two emperors, Con¬ 
ftantius and Conftans, animat¬ 
ing them to complete the dc- 
liniftion of idolatry. This 
work is intitled The Errors and 
Falliioods ol Profane Religions 
(6). The authoris diftinguilli- 
ed, in the title of the work, 
with the epithet of clariffimus, 
which was peculiar to the fena- 
tois of Rome, and fufliciently 
contutes the opinion of Baro- 
nius, who inlifts upon his hav¬ 
ing been bilhop ol Milan (7) 
Eight hooks on judicial aftro- 
logy were publiftied about the, 
fame time by Julius F'irniicus 
Matcinus, who was likewlfc a 
Ruiiian I'cnator, and is tbcrc- 
iore by fonie writers confound¬ 
ed with the above mentioiieJ 
author (B) ; but Follcvinus 
maintains them to be two dit- 
ferent writers (9) : and indeed 
the aftrologer is ftyled, in the 
title of his work, Julius Firini- 
cus Maternus junior; and the 
work itfelf is altogether un¬ 
worthy of a Chriflian. 


(1) Vide Bai'llet, p. 30, 35. (») Ammian. lib. xix. p. 1491 

(3) Phot. cap. 163. p. 349, (4) Voff. Hift. Lat. p. 196. 

(5) Gothofred. Vetus Orb. Deferip. p. 13, Ss 33. (6) Firm. Ma- 

tern. cap. 21. Bibl. Patr. torn. iv. p. 99. (7) Baron, ad 

Ann, 337. (8) Vide Du Fin, p. 577. (9) PolTevin. p. 99S. 
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Conftanlius, ihe brother of Conftantine the Great, bad two 
wives; (ialla, by whom he had Gallus Caefar, and other 
eliihlren, whof^e names are unknown; and Bafilina, defccnd- 
ed of an iJluftrious family, beinji the daughter of one Ju¬ 
lian who was prefeft, and the IHler of another who was 
count of the liaft. The furname of Anicius was common 
to both, and the Anician family was one of the mofl illuf- 
trioiis in Rome. He was named Julian from his grandfa¬ 
ther on the mother’s fide, and is Ifyled in all ancient in- 
fcriptions Jnlianus Flavius Claudius. He was of low Ita- 
tnre, and a difagreeahle afpedf, which was, befidcs, dis¬ 
figured with a long beard, as reprefented in molf, of his me¬ 
dal;.; but at the lame time well-lliaped, active, and of great 
addrcl'i in cvci y kind of cxercife. 

H is mind was endowed hy nature with an extraordinary 
capacity ; he Jearneil with furprillng quicknefs, and never 
forgot what he had once known ; infomuch, that thole, 
whofe province it was to initruct him, though perfons emi¬ 
nent in every branch of learning, complained that he too 
foon exhauftcil their Itoek of knowlege : on which account 
he is by fonie writers equalled, and by otheis preferred, to 
the grenteit men Greece ever produced *. However, he was 
much better acquainted with the Gree 4 c than the Latin tongue: 
in the former lie rivalled the befl: writers ; but did not ex¬ 
cel, according to Euiiapius in the latter. His eloquence 
was eafy and flowing, and accompanied by a graceful de¬ 
livery. Ill his anfwers unltudied he difplayed an uncom¬ 
mon penetration, vivacity, and prefence of inintl, and, in 
the grcatclldangers, an unilaunted courage and intrepidity ". 
But whether the lolidity of his judgement was equal to the 
brightnefs of his genius, we fhall leave the reader to judge 
from his affions. He was naturally of a mild temper, had 
a violent thirft after glorv, was greatly attached to his own 
opinion, which he frequently preferred to the advice of his 
abkfl CQunfclIors, and ftrangely addicted to fatire and rail¬ 
lery “. He was brought up at Conllantinople till the death 
of his uncle Conftantine, which was followed by the maf- 
facre of all his relations, in which were involved among 
the reft the father and eldef brother of Julian ; but Julian 
himfelf was fpared on account of his infancy, being then 
but fix or feven years old, as was his brother, Gallus, be- 
caufe he happened to be at that time ill of a fever, and 
thought part: recovery p. 

• Ainmian. lib. xxii. p. iz6. I* Eunap. cap. 5- p. 68. • Idem, 

p. 589. Sc Vift. epit p. 545. "■ Eunap. cap. 5. p. 68. Am- 

mian. lib. xviii. p. 114. ° Socr. lib.iii. cap. i. p, 169. P Ju¬ 

lian. ad Athen. p. 497. Libag. Orat. xii, p. a6z. 
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Julian, at feven years old, was put under the tuition of 
an eunuch named Mardonius, who difeharged his truft with 
great care, iiifpiring him with an averlion to all manner of 
fports and diverfions, and teaching him how to conquer his 
pafTions, and get the better of his evil inclinations. The 
emperor afterwards committed the care of his education to 
Eufebius bifliop of Nicomedia, a leading man among the 
j^rians, by whom he was inltrudfed partly at Nicomedia, 
and partly at an ellate in Bithynia left him by his grand¬ 
mother, where he planted a vineyard with his own hands. 
He took great delight in this place ; but neverthclefs be¬ 
llowed it afterM'ards on one of his friends At the age of 
fourteen or fifteen, he was, by the emperor’s orders, fent 
with his brother Galliis, who had been hitherto confined 
to his ellate in Ionia, to a caltle called M.icella, in the 
neighbourhood of Crefarea in C.ippadocia. There they had 
a royal palace for their habitation, a handfome allowance, 
a noble court, and the bell mailers to inftrudl them in all 
the fciences; but at the fame time v'ere furrounded by the 
eunuchs of the court, and kept in a manner prifoiiers In 
this exile or retreat they continued fix years ; that is, till 
the fifteenth of March ;?5i, when Gallus was created C;c- 
far. The emperor’s chief attention was to appoint them 
fuch mailers as were capable of infpiring them with fenti- 
ments of piety, and initrudling them in the duties of the 
Chriflian religion, which they were taught to pradlife, by 
converfing only with perfons ot religious and exemplary 
lives. From this retreat Gallus was called to court, and 
created Ca;far, in the beginning of the year 351, and foon 
after the emperor was, with dilTiculty, prevailed upon to al¬ 
low Julian to quit Marcella, and purfue his Itudies at Con- 
llantinople, where he faw his brother, as he palled through 
that city on his journey into the Fall, with the title of Cx- 
far At Conllantinople Julian lludied oratory under a fo- 
phifl of no great eloquence, but chofen by Conllantius for 
his preceptor, becaufe he ufed, in all his declamations, to 
inveigh againll the idolatrous worlhip of the pagan gods. 

Julian’s condudl at Conllantinople, his application, and 
infinuating behaviour, foon gained him the aflfedlions of 
the inhabitants of that city, though he appeared in the 
fchools like a private perfon ; and, following the diredlions 
of the eunuch Mardonius, carefully avoided the leall mark 
of diflinQion. This popularity no fooner came to the ears 
of the jealous emperor, than he ordered him to leave Con- 

s Julian. Epiit.xlvi. p. iqq, %qo. * Julian, ad Athen. p. 499. 

• Ammian. lib. XV. p. 34. 
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ftaminoplc, and retire to Nicomedia, or what other place 
ill Afia he pleafed; but ftridtly enjoining him not to fre¬ 
quent the fehool of Libanius, a Pagan fophift of great re¬ 
putation; who, being driven out of Conftantinople, had 
opened a fehool at Nicomedia ; from which city he was like- 
wife obliged to depart foon after, and retire to Antioch, the 
place of bis nativityThe fophill too, under whom Jui- 
lian lludicd at Conftantinople, prevailed upon him to pro- 
mife, and folemnly fwear, that he would never hear the 
leisures of Libanius. Julian obferved his oath ; but as he 
had a great efteem for that orator, he privately read his 
Works, and imitated his ftyle with greater fuccefs than thofe 
who had ftuilied under him (H). 

Upon the ruin of his brother Gallus, he was very'near 
undergoing the fame fate, being unjuftly charged with fe- 
veral crimes, and fufpefted of afpiring to the fovereignty. 
The emperor, therefore, ordered him to be arrefted, and 
kept him feven months furrounded by guards, fometimes 
in one place, and fometimes in another", but moftly at 


< Euiiap. cap. 14, p. 131. Liban. Vit. p. i8. Socrat. p. 165. 
■ I.iban. ibid. p. 267. Julian, ad Athen. p. 501. 


(H) During his flay at Nico- 
media, he became acquainted 
with Maximus of Ephefus, a 
Pagan philofuphet of great re- 
putatiim, and much addifled to 
the lludy ot magic ; who flatter¬ 
ing him with the hopes ot be¬ 
ing one day emperor, infpired 
him with an averfion to the 
Chriftian religion, which con¬ 
demns all magicalpraftices (i). 
Libanius writes, that the pre¬ 
cepts and inftrmftions of a phi- 
lofopher in Ionia, meaning, no 
doubt, Maximus, made fuch a 
deep impreffion on the mind of 
Julian, that he immediately re¬ 
nounced the Chrlltian religion, 
and embraced that of the Ro¬ 
mans. However, he was fo 
far from owning his real fenti- 
ments, that, on the contrary, 
he affedled the appearance of a 


lincere and zealous Chriftian, 
canting his head to be fliaved, 
fays Sozomen, imitating the 
drefs and manners ot a monk, 
and performing the office of a 
reader in the principal church 
of Nicomedia, while he at the 
fame time privately adored the 
heathen deities, and caufed 
himfclf to be Inflrudted in the 
ridiculous myfteries of magic. 
Gallus, who refided at Antioch, 
hearing of his brother’s incli¬ 
nation to idolatry, endeavoured, 
by feveral warm and pious epif- 
tles, to confirm him in the true 
religion, and divert him frolVi 
theworthip of the Pagan gods. 
But the facrilegious curiolity of 
knowing future events, fays 
Gregory Nazianzen, and the 
defire of reigning, prevailed 
over all other confiderations (z). 


(■) Socrat, lib. iii. cap. i. p. 165. Soz, lib. v. cap, 2. p. 594. Liban. 
Orat. V. p. 175. (t) Greg. Naz. Oral. iii. p. SU, 
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Milan, where the emperor himfelf refided; /or he tells us, 

that he was confined fix months in the great city, which 

was the emperor’s abode; and that, during the whole time 
he was detained tbere, he was but once admitted to fee the 
emperor, and then by the mediation of the emprefs Eufe- 
bia, who prevailed upon her hufband to hear him, and en¬ 
couraged him to defend himfelf with confidence ; a talk 
which he pcrformeil, w'ithout either juilifying, through fear 
or complalfance, the emperor’s proceedings againlthis bro¬ 
ther, or provoking his vengeance, by complaining of the 
hard ufage he himfelf had received. Conflantius promifed 
him afecond audience, which was put off from day to day, 
under various pretences, by the eunuch Eufebius, the em¬ 
peror’s great chamberlain, who apprehended that Julian 
might, by degrees, gain not only the prince’s favour, but 
confidence However, Conllantius being convinced of 
his innocence, by means of the emprefs, he was allowed 
to return into his own country ; that is, to his mother’s 
cflate in Ionia or Bithynia. A report, however, being 
fpread, before he departed, that Africanus had revolted in 
lllyricum, Conflantius would not fuffer him to return to 
Afia ; but, at the requefl of Eufebia, permitted him to go 
into Greece, which he preferred to all other places, being 
defirous, as he pretended, to pcrfefl himfelf in the fciences ; 
but his real defign was to confer with the magicians at 
Athens, whom he believed more, fkilled in that art than 
thofc in Afia* (I). During his refidence at Athens he be¬ 
came familiar with the molt zealous advocates for Paganifm, 
and the perfons beft verfed in magic, expreUing to them, 
in confidence, his correern for the downfal of Paganifm, 
and his defire and intention of rcltoring it to its lormer luftre. 

He had been but a very fliort time at Athens, when he 
was recalled to attend the emperor at Milan ; who, it feems, 
had already determined to raife him to the dignity of Ca;far. 
Julian left Greece with regret, refolving not to accept the 
dignity with which he imagined the emperor defigned to 
inveft him, either becaufe he loved a retired life, as Liba- 
nius would make us believe, or rather dreading the fate of 


w Julian, ad Athen. p. 501- Liban. Oral. xii. p. 167. * Eu- 

nap. cap. 5. p. 74. Tbemilt. p. 479. 


(I) He arrived at Athens who were at that time both im- 
about the middle of the year proving themfelves at Athens 
35J, and there became ae- in the fludy of eloquence, of 
quainted with the two great lu- which they afterwards made fo 
minaries ofthcchurch, St. Gre- goed an ufe. 
gory Nazianzen and St. Balil, 


his 
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his brother, as he himfelf ‘ informs us. On his arrival at 
Milan, he lodged in a houfc without the city, where he was 
fplendidly entertained by the eunuchs of the emprefs. Con- 
ftantius was not then at Milan ; but be returned foon after 
to that city, and immediately communicated to bis friends 
his intention of railing Julian. They did all that lay in 
their power to divert him from this delign; but Eufebia, 
who favoured Julian, prevailed. The emperor ordered him 
to fhave his long beard, to quit his philofophical cloak, and 
appear in the attire of a military man, and the garb of a 
courtier. As he had hitherto led the life of a philofopher, 
his aukwardnefs in affing a part he had never been accuf- 
tomed to, afforded, for fome time, no fmall diverfion to 
the other courtiers The emperor affigned him an apart¬ 
ment in the palace, which he entered with dread and ter¬ 
ror, refleiffing, that he was to live among thofe who had 
Hied the blood of his father and brothers, and malfacred his 
whole family. When he found the emperor, in fpite of 
his remonfl:ranees,refolved upon his promotion, he earneftly 
intreated him to appoint fuch minifters and officers to 
ferve under him as might fupply his want of experience, 
and to give him in writing directions relating to his whole 
conduft, that his only bufinefs might be to obey*. Con- 
Itantius encouraged him, and having difpelled his fears, 
ordered him to wait on the emprefs, who removed all his 
apprehenfions At length, on the fixth of November, Juliana 
3j 5, he was declared Cxfar with the ufual folemnity, ap- ‘ 1 ‘darid 
pointed governor of Gaul, and a few days after, by the in- 
terelt of Eufebia, married to her filler Helena. We have 
rel.itcd above in what manner he was treated, and how 
narrowly watched, after his promotion. His houfhold was 
ehaiiged, and, of his former Homeilics, only four were re¬ 
tained -, two youths, his phyfician, and his librarian*’: the 
latter alone v/as privy to his fentiments touching religion. 

He left Milan on the firft of December, and arrived .at 
Vienne in Gaul about the end of the year. His warlike 
exploits, already deferibed in the reign of Conllantius, 
feem to us altogether furprifmg, when ave refledt that they 
were peifornied by one who tvas yet very young j who had 
been brought up in the country, and among books, and 
eonfequently was obliged to karii the firfl rudiments of war 
while he was leading the army to battle '. 

V Julian, ad Athen. p. 505, 5'»€. * Arr.mian. lib. xv. p. 47. 

“ CliiQii. Alex. p. 680. Socrat. lib. ii. cap, 34, *" Liban. Orat. 

iX'p. ^ Julian, ibid. p. 180. 
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His nit- During hh Hay in GauJ, as foon as be had quitted the 
dtiain field, he applied himfelf to his ftudies, cfpecially to that of 
Caul. philofophy, but without neg^Ieiling the other fciences ; iji 
which he made an aftoiti/hing progrefs, being, according 
to Ammhnus, not only an excellent philofopher, but an 
eloquent orator, a good poet, well verfed in the noman and 
other hiftories, thoroughly acquainted with the Greek tongue, 
and converfant in the Latin, in which he exprelled hijiifelf 
with great cafe'*. As Julian delighted in learning, men of 
letters docked to him, while he was in Gaul, from all parts, 
cfpecially from Greece ; and among the reft the pontiff of 
Lleufina, with whom he praftifed the mylteries in private, 
and confulted the arufpices and augurs ; for, though he 
outwardly profed'ed the Chriftian religion, he was a hea¬ 
then in his heart, and facrifieed every morning to IMinerva 
in his clofet 

Kr/raja- He obferved great temperance and fobriety in his diet, 

‘‘‘J' remembering, fays Ammianus, the faying of Cato the 

elder, that “ Whoever thinks too much of his table, thinks 
little of virtue.” Having this maxim conftantly in his 
mind, he would not even fiifter his table to be ferved after 
the manner preferibed by Conftantius, who had given him 
mftrudlions under his own hand, as we have obferved be¬ 
fore, which were to be the rules of his condinft, and dc- 
feended even to his diet; but contented himfelf with the 
food of the coinrnon foldiers. As he ted fparingly, he was 
fatisfied with little deep, repoliiig on a Ikin fpread on the 
ground, and awaking when he pleafed, which was con¬ 
ftantly about midnight: the reft of the night he employed 
in writing, reading, and vifiting before break of day the 
centries and guards in their different ftations ; from this no 
He hates inclemency of weather ever diverted him He never fuffer- 
« Jforts. gj exhibited but on the firft day of the year, and 

then not for his own diverfion (for he defpifed all fports, 
even thofe of the circus), but to comply with an ancient 
cuftom, and to humour the populace. No (lancers, come¬ 
dians, players upon inftruments, or buffoons, were fuffered 
to appear at his court; nay, when he was emperor, he 
would not permit the Pagan pontiffs to aflift at the infam¬ 
ous fports, as he ftylcs them, of the theatre, nor to con- 
tradf friendftiip with ftage-players, dancers, and drivers of 
chariots ; or even to enter (heir houfes : however, he allow¬ 
ed them to be prefent at certain combats, which he names 

i Airimian. lib. xvi. p. 62. e Julian. Ep. xxxviii. p. 180. 

Lfban. Orat. x. p. 140. Cc xii. p, jyj. Eunap, cap, 5. p. 76, 77. 
t Ainmian. Julian. Liban. ibid. 
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facred, and at which no women appeared; but from the 
combats in which men entered the lifts with wild beafts, 
he excluded both the priefts and their children s. 

The grave and fevere life he led in Gaul gained him the 
eftecm and afteiflions of the people, who beheld him as a 
prince fent by Heaven, the more bccaufe he made it his 
chief rtiidy to eafe them of the heavy and infiipportable bur- i» 

dens with which they were loaded by the emperor's officers, 
efpecially by Florentiiis, prefeiSl of Gaul, who, on that ^ ^ 
account, conceived an implacable hatred againft him, and 
did him all the evil offices at court that lay in his power. 

But Julian, preferring the welfare of the people to his own 
fafety, in fpite of Florentius, leffened the taxes, and re¬ 
duced them from twenty-live pieces of gold a head to 
feven, which he found fufficient to defray all the expences 
ofthewar’’; whence he was by all the people in Gaul 
confidered as the reftorer of their country, and their com¬ 
mon father. He was greatly afllfted in relieving the people 
by Salluft, a native of Gaul, in whom he repofed an en¬ 
tire confidence; which raifed fuch jealoufy in the other 
courtiers, that they took great pains to diferedit him with 
the emperor, who was perfuaded to remove him, and ap¬ 
point Lucianus in his room. Julian, fenlibly affeifled in 
finding himfelf deprived of the counfels of fo tiully a friend, 
gave vent to his grief in the difeourfe which he wrote to bid 
him farcwel ' (K). The emperor, who was then in lllyri- 
ciim, ordered him into Thrace ; whence he was foon after 
remanded into Gaul, where Julian left him in 361, with 
the char.itler of prefecl As Julian was univerfally 
eileemed and beloved by the people in Gaul, they readily 
concurred M'ith the foldiery in bellowing upon him the title 
of emperor in 360. After his promotion, he continued for 
fome time to profefs outwardly the Chriftian religion, and 
publicly affifted at the holy ceremonies of the church on 
the feaft of the Epiphany in 361 *, but threw oft'the mail, 
loon after ; for we are told by Libanius, that he no fooner 

P Julian. Or. Fiagm. p. 555. ‘‘ Panegyr. xi. p 223. ‘Julian. 

Orat. viii. p. 444. Ariiinian. lib. xxr p. 1 S7. > Zof. lib. iii, 

p. 7JI. Suz. lib. V. cap. i. p. 550. Julian, ad Athen. p. 509. 

(K) From that difeourfe, whence foinc conclude him to 
which is a kind of panegyric have been a Pagan, though a 
on Salluft, it appears, that Ju- man ot great integrity, and 
liau had communicated to him unblemilhed character (ij. 
his inoft fccret thoughts ; 

(]) Julian. Orat. viii. p. 449. 
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faw himfelf mafter oflllyricum, than he opened the temple* 
of the gods, offered facrifices according to the ancient rites, 
and exhorted all perfons to follow his example, and reltore 
the religion of their anceftors to its former lullre We 
have mentioned what palTcd in Gaul and Illyricum, from 
the time Julian was declared emperor to the death ot Con- 
llantius} and lhall therefore, without repeating the fame 
events, refume the thread of our hiftory from that period, 
generally reckoned the beginning of Julian’s reign. Con- 
flantius being dead, the eunuch Eufebius, and fome others, 
who dreaded the refentment of Julian, and the punifliment 
due to their enormous crimes, were for e]etT:ing another 
emperor; but no one joining them, Theolaiphus and Ali- 
guldus, both ftyled counts, were clifpatched to acquaint Ju¬ 
lian with the emperor’s death, and to affure him, that all 
the eaftern provinces were ready to obey his commands. 
The two meflengers found him atNaifl'us in Illyricum, em¬ 
ployed in fuperliitioiis inquiries into the entrails of viflims, 
and fometimes promifiiig himfelf the belt, at other times 
apprehending the word events. But the death of Conltan- 
tius delivered him from all his doubts and apprehenbons, 
and put him in poflbllion of the empire without linking a 
hi Dw". When he received the news of the emperor’s death, 
he burft into tears, appeared the fame day in deep mourn¬ 
ing, and betrayed an extraordinary grief and concern amidit 
the repeated acclamations of the foldiery, falunng him with 
the title of Auguilus “. He immediately ilfucd orders for a 
general mourning, and commanded all poflible honours to 
he paid to the body of the deceafed emperor. .Soon after - 
the mclfengers, feveral horfemen arrived from Conftanti- 
nople, affuring him, that the troops in thole parts had urr- 
animoufly acknowleged him emperor. He therefore pro¬ 
ceeded to Conllantinople ; and being met by almolt all the 
inhabitants of that metropolis at Heraclea, he made his 
public entry on the eleventh of December of this year ^6i, 
attended by the fenate in a body, by all the magiflrates, 
and the nobility, every one teftifying witli loud lhout,s of 
joy the fatisfadlion they felt in feeing fucli a promifiiig 
prince, who had been born, and fome time educated, in 
their city, who had already performed fuch glorious ex¬ 
ploits, raifed to the empire without the leall expence of 
blood or treafure to the republic. He was again declared 
pmperor by the fewatc of Conftantinople; and as foon as 

i" Liban. Orat. xii. p. 288. ‘ " Ammian. lib. xxi. p. zoo. & 

Ijb. xxii. p. Z04. Zof. lib. iii. p. 713. Liban. Orat. xii. p. z8a. 

P Zonar. p. a. 
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that ceremony was over, he caufed the obfequies of Con- 
ilantius to be performed with the greateft pomp and fo- 
lemiiity p. 

His next care was to inftitute at Clialcedon a court of 
jufticc, to inquire into the condu£l of the ininifters of the 
deceafed emperor, and to hear the complaints of fuch as 
had been injured by them. In this court prefided SalJuftiuB 
Secundus, whom fulian had created prefetft of the Eaft, 
in the room of Elpidius : we mult take care not to con¬ 
found him with Sallult, prefe£t of Gaul, of whom we 
have Ipoken before. J Lilian repofed in both an implicit con¬ 
fidence; and the prcfedl of the Eaft, though a Pagan, is 
highly celebrated even by the eccleliaftic writers, for his 
prudence, dii'eretion, and compaftion towards the Chriltians 
perfeeuted by Julian, whofe condudl towards them hejuftly 
condemned. With him were joined in commiffion the two 
confuls ele£t, Mamertinus and Nevita, the one prefeilt of 
lllyricum, and the other an officer in the army, with Ar- 
betio, Agilo, and Jovinus, of whom the latter had been 
lately created general of horfe in lllyricum, and the two 
others had ferved under Conftantius in quality of generals, 
Arbetio was univerfally abhorred for his haughty and im¬ 
perious behaviour, and was faid to have occafioned the 
death of feveral innocent perfons under the late reign : the 
condudl of Julian therefore feemed very ftrange, in ap¬ 
pointing one to judge others, who ought himfelf to have 
been arraigned as a criminal ; we are even told, that the 
whole authority was lodged in his hands By this court 
were condemned to be burnt alive the famous Paulus Ca¬ 
tena, and the noted informer Apodemus, as the chief 
authors of the cruelties committed in the late reign. The 
eunuch Eufebius was likewife condemned and executed. 

Tbefe executions were applauded by all the world as juft 
and equitable ; but the tlcath of Uifula, a man of great 
merit and known integrity, was a ftain upon the reputa¬ 
tion of Julian, uffiom he had fupplied with money un¬ 
known to the emperor, when he was fent into Gaul with 
the title of Csefar, but without the necefl'ary appointments 
to fupport that dignity. What prompted Julian to put him 
to death, wc are not told ; but all authors agree, that he 
deferved no fuch treatment, cfpecially at hi.s hands; and 
therefore charge him with the blackeft ingratitude, in pro¬ 
curing the death of a perfon to whom he owed the greateft 
obligations'. Julian, to palliate his ingratitude and cruelty, 

F SocraC. lib. iii. cap. i. p. 164. q Amnaian. lib. xxii. p. 206, 

aP7. r Lib. Orat. xii.p. 19S. Ammian. ibid. 
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pretended, that Urfula had been condemned and executed 
without his knowlege ; but Ammianus himfelf owns this 
to be but a weak excufc. To atone in fome degree for this 
injuftice, he ordered great part of Urfula’s enure, which 
had been confifcated, to be rettored to his daughter, his 
only child. Florenlius, who was this year conful, and had, 
while prefefl of Gaul, incenfcd Julian, was likewife fen- 
lenced to death ; but he found means to make his efcape, 
and appeared no more’: wherefore we muft diflinguifh 
him from another of the fiimc name, who was taken and 
beheaded with Procopius in 369. Two olBcers, whom Ju¬ 
lian had difeharged, offered to difeover Florentius, provid¬ 
ed they virere reltored to their rank; but Julian branded 
them with the name of informers, adding, that to perfecute 
an unhappy man, who had been obliged to conceal him¬ 
felf, was an aCtion unworthy of a prince. Taurus, Floren- 
tius’s colleague in the confullhip, and prefefl: of Italy, was 
banifhed to Vercellse, now Veicelli, in Piedmont, becaufc 
he had fled when Julian entered Illyricum. With the fame 
injullice wxre baniflied another Florentius, who had been 
magifter ofheiorum under Conftantius, Palladius, who had 
difeharged the fame office in the court of Gallus, and many 
others. Julian, having puniflied fome of Conllantius’s mi- 
nifters, deprived the reft of their employments, without 
dillin£ticn, though there were among them fevcral perfons 
of unblemifhed charafters, who had difapproved, and even 
oppofed, moll of the late meafures. 

As the great number of olficers was become an intolerable 
burden to the public, he thought himfelf hound to lefl’en it; 
and accordingly difeharged all ufelefs pcifotis about court, 
preferring the frugality and modefly of a philofopher, fays 
Ammianus, to the vain magnificence of a prince. He re¬ 
duced, among the relt, -the officers called agentes in rebus, 
from ten thoufand to feventeen '; and difeharged thoufands 
of cooks, barbers, and unntceffary attendants, who devour¬ 
ed the fubftaiice of the people, and drainct! the treafury. 
The curiofi, whole office it was to inform tiie emperor of 
what had paffed in the different provinces, were all dif¬ 
eharged, and that employment entirely fnppreUed. This 
great reform of officers and offices enabled him to cafe the 
people of the heavy burdens they groaned under; abating 
throughout the whole empire the fifth part of all taxes and 
impolts“. He recalled from banifhmcnt all the orthodox 
bifhops, but with a deCgn, as is obferved both by the Pagau 

> Aminian. lib. xxii. p. 106. * Liban. Orat, xii. p- *75). 

“ Julian. Milbp. p., 19s, 
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and Chriftian writers, to raife difturbances, and fow dif- 
fenfions, in the church. 

The death of Conftantius was no fooner known, than de- 
puties were fent from the chief cities of the empire, to pre- 
font the new prince with crowns of gold, and to congratu- 
late him on his acceffion to the empire. Their example nations to 
was followed by fevcral foreign nations, among which, ‘ongratu. 
however, we find no mention made of the Perfiaiis. The • 

ambafladors of the Goths cavilling about the oaths they 
were to take, Julian ordered them to return, and prepare 
for war; but contented himfelf with placing ftrong garri- 
fons in the cities of Thrace, and on the banks of the Da¬ 
nube *. Before he left Conflantinople, he wrote to the Ht tnuhtt 
philofopher Maximus, who had firll infpired him with an la court 
averfion to the Chriflinn religion, inviting both him and an- P^Hafo- 
other Pagan philofopher and magician, named Chryfanthus, gi^fans’’^' 
to court. I'he latter, deterred by fomc ill omens, could %c.fram 
not prevail with himfelf to comply with the invitation ; but all parts, 
the former readily obeyed, and was received by the empe¬ 
ror at Conflantinople -with fuch tokens of friendfliip and 
efleem, as to Ammiunus feemed below the dignity of a 
prince, though highly commended by Libanius. 

The next confuls were CLnidius Mamettinus and Nevita 
or Nevitta, who, on the firil day of January, when they 
entered, according to cullom, upon their office, went, be¬ 
fore it was light, to wait on the emperor r. Julian no Julian 
fooner heard they were coming than he ran to meet them pnytgreat 
in the utmofl confufion, as if he bad been wanting in re- 
fpeifl, killed them, received them with the greatell regard, ■' 
and would by all means attend them in their chariots, walk¬ 
ing before them to the feii.ite with the crowd. His con- 
du£t on this occafion is greatly commended by fome, and 
no lefs blamed by others, among-the reft by Ammianiis, 
who cenfurcs it as too mean, and below the majefty of a 
prince It was ufual for emperors to accompany the new 
confuls on that day, but not on foot, nor blended with the 
crowd. On the third of January, Mamertinus exhibited 
the Circenfian fports, when a number of flaves being brought 
into the circus, in order to be declared free by the conful, 
according to cuftom, Julian, unacquainted with the pre¬ 
rogatives of the fevcral magiftrates, declared them free 
himfelf; but being told that he entrenched upon the jurif- 
didlion of the confuls, he begged pardon, and condemned 
himfelf to pay a fine of ten pounds weight of gold “. Be- 

* Ammian. lib. xxii. p- »io. Lib. Orat. x. p. 145, r Pane- 

gyr. xi. p. zaa. z Ammian. lib. xxii. p. 209. ‘Ibid. lib. 

xxi. p. 209. 
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fore he leftCDnftantinople, he enriched that metropolis, the 
place of his nativity, with many privileges, formed a large 
harbour to fhelter the fhips from the fouth wind, built a 
magnificent porch leading to it, and in another porch a 
ftately library, in w^hich he lodged all his books 

At length he left Conflantinopic, in the month of May, 
and departed for Antioch: he pafl'cd through Chalcedon, 
and from thence went to Nicomeclia, the ruins of which 
city, overturned by an earthquake, he could not behold 
without fhedding tears: he ordered confiderable fums for 
the rebuilding of it; and then purfuinghis journey by Nice, 
he turned from the bonlers of Galatia to vifit the famous 
temple of Cybele at Peffinus, which he enriched with offer¬ 
ings of great value. He pronounced a difeourfe on that 
pretended deity, which he compofed in one night, appoint¬ 
ed Calixenes prieflefs of the temple, and then continued 
his route to Ancyra, where he w'as received by the Pa¬ 
gan priefis, carrying with them their idols. As foon as 
he arrived at the palace, he ordered confideiable fums to 
be diftributed among them, and the next day exhibited 
public fports'. As he purfutd his march he was met in 
mofl places by crouds of people, come to lay their com¬ 
plaints before him : he heard them with patience, and de¬ 
cided their difierences with equity. As he entered Cilicia, 
he was llopt by the Inhabit.ints of a final 1 village, one of 
whom accufed another of afpiring to the empire, alleging, 
that he had ordered himfclf a piirph-. habit, which was ac¬ 
tually making : Julian heard the informer with great cool- 
nefs, and then told him, th.it when the purple habit w'as 
ready, he might fupply, if he pleafed, the new prince with 
purple flioes. The emperor, paffing through Cilicia, ar¬ 
rived at length at Antioch, where he was received with 
the greateft demonflratinns of joy. Soon after his arrival 
he afeended Mount Cafius, in the neighhourhood of that 
city, and offered a folemn facrifice to Jupiter. On his re¬ 
turn Thcodotus, one of the chief citizens of Hicrapolis, 
who, it feeros, had formerly offended him, threw himfelf 
at his feet, intreating his fergivenefs. Julian did not know 
him-, but without inquiring who he was, or what he had 
done, embraced him with great tendernefs, faying, “ In 
what have you difobligcd me, I know not, nor do I care 
to know'; but be it what it will, you have nothing to fear 
under a prince whofe greateft arfibition is to lefTen the 
tiumber of his enemies, and increafe that of his friends. 

'’Theinift. Orat. iv. p. 6o. ‘ Libaii. Orat, x. p. 153. 
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Durin_^ his ftay at Antioch, he employed himfelf chiefly aJmi. 
in hearing and deciding caufes ; in protedling the innocent, ttijlen juf~ 
without diitinftion of Chriflian or Pagan ; and punifliing ‘icf-'iiih 
the guilty, without forgetting his ufual lenity and modera- '"'/'’'‘''"a- 
tion. Ill tiic adminiilration of juftice, he readily lifteiied 
to thofe who feeincd better accjuainted with the laws than 
himfelf, eonhantly confulting them before he gave feii- 
tence. But notwithllanding his fo much boalted equity 
and moderation, be legteneed to death Gaudentius, one of 
the late emperor’s feeretaries, and Julian, formerly viear, 
for no other reafon but bccaufe they had adhered to Con- 
ftaiitius vi'itli great Iteadinefs and zeal ; which a magnani¬ 
mous prince would have rather thought worthy of reward 
than piinilhmeiit. He treated in the fame manner the foil 
of Marccllus, aeciifed of afpiriiig to the empire; hut only 
baniflicd Romaiuis and Vincentius, two officers of dillinc- 
tion, though coitvifled of the fame ciime. Marcelhis had 
exafperated Julian, while he commanded under him in 
Gaul, as we have obferved elfewliere ,L). Both Pagan and 
Chrilliaii authors ohferve, that during the lliort time Julian The empire 
reigned, the empire was eonflantly afflicled by a variety offliSieJ 
of cal imiiies : dreadful earthquakes were felt in every """ir 
province; molt of the cities of Paleftine, Libya, Sicily, 
and Greece, were ruined Libanius writes, that not 
one city w'as left ftaiiding in all Libya, and but one in 
Greece; that Nice was entirely deflroyed, and Coiiftan- 


it Ammiaii. lib. xxii. p. zifi. .Soz. lib. vi. cap. 2. p. 639. CliryH 
ill Gtnt. p. 677. Greg. Naz. Orat. iii. p. 91. 


(I.) The cccleliaftic writers 
niakeloiig defcants on the flicck- 
ing cruelties, and innumerable 
murders committed by Julian, 
duriiig his ftay at Antioch. 
Gregory Nazianzen reprefents 
iheOroiites, on wliich Antioch 
Itood, clioaked up with the bo¬ 
dies of fuch as had by his or¬ 
ders been privately murdered, 
or thrown into that river in the 
night; and adds, that all the 
ditches, caves, wells, and ponds 
in the neighbourhood of that 
city, were filled wiih the bodies 
of the young virgins and chil- 

(«) Greg. N,.2. Orat. iii. p. Ji- 

p. 659- 


dren, whom he had inhumanly 
facrificed, hoping to difeover fu¬ 
ture events in their entrails (1). 
Thefe deteftable praflices, and 
barbarous murders, were kept 
feciet, and carefully concealed, 
during his life-time, fays Theo- 
doret (2) ; but alter his death 
many chefts were found in the 
palace, filled with the bones of 
thofe he had thus inhumanly 
facrificed. It is furprifing that 
fuch cruelties ftiould have been 
known only to the Chriftiaii 
writers. 


(2) Theodor, lib. Li. c.ip. ti. 

tiiiopJe. 
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tinople greatly damaged The temples of Apollo at Rome 
and Daphne were about the fame time confumed by fire. 
The fea in feveral places broke in upon the land, and over¬ 
whelmed whole cities with their inhabitants. At Alexan¬ 
dria, the fea retiring during an earthquake, returned after¬ 
wards with fuch violence, that it laid under water feveral 
towns and villages, and drowned an incredible number of 
people. To thefe calamities was added a general drought, 
which laded till the winter was far fpent, and produced an 
univerfal famine : tlie famine was followed by a dreadful 
plague, and both continued till the death of Julian, carry¬ 
ing off great numbers of men and cattle. Julian, to re¬ 
medy the dearth, fixed the prices of corn, and all other 
provifions ; a ftep which increafed it beyond meafure, the 
merchants privately conveying their corn to other places. 
Ly thefe means that great and populous metropolis was re¬ 
duced to fuch miferies as can hardly be exprefled. 

The inhabitants of Antioch, being moftly Chriftians, 
were highly provoked againd Julian, to whofe impiety in 
worfliipping the idols they aferibed the famine, and the other 
calamities with which the whole empire was affli£ted. They 
publifhed many lampoons, refledling on the defe£ts of his 
perfon, and expofing him to ridicule on account of his di¬ 
minutive ilature, his forbidding afpeft, his long and rough 
beard, his port and geftures, which were, it feems, in feme 
degree odd and ridiculous. Julian, piqued at the fevere fa- 
tires that were daily publifhed againd him, and fung pub¬ 
licly in the itreets, wrote an ironical inveflive againd the 
Antiochians, dyled the Antiochian, or Mifopogon, that is, 
the heard-hiitir •, in which he reprefents them wholly ad¬ 
dicted to their intered, abandoned to luxury, pomp, and 
lewdnefs, great admirers of plays, farces, and all forts.of 
diilipation. In this performance he folemnly declared, that 
none of them fhould for thofe libels lofe their lives, be beaten 
with rods, arreded, or imprifoned; but threatened to with¬ 
draw from a city which thus requited, with the utmod in¬ 
gratitude, the innumerable favours he had heaped upon it, 
and the extraordinary care be had taken in relieving the ci¬ 
tizens, when in the utmod didrefs ^ 

Ever fince his accedion to the empire, be had fhewed a 
drong inelination to make war upon the Perfians, and try 
whether he could humble that haughty enemy, who had 
for many years harralTed the Eadern provinces in a moft 
fniferable manner, and defeated all the attempts of his pre- 
deceflbr. Being advifed, foou after his arrival at Condan- 
tinople, to attack the Goths, he anfwered, that he deligned 

« Liban, Orat. xii, p, 314. f Julian. Mifop. p. loi. 
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to enter the lifts with a more formidable enemy ^ Before 
he left that metropolis, he had appointed his generals, and 
named the ollicers and foldicrs who were to ferve under 
them. Vittor was created general of the foot, and Hor- 
mifda of the horfe. The latter was the elder brother of 
iSapor, king of Ferfia ; but having been excluded from the 
crown, and kept tome time under confinement, he found 
means to make his efcape, and took fandtuary in the court 
of Conftantinc 5. Julian, during his ftay at Antioch, pur- 
fued his preparntions for the rerfian war, collef.ting his 
troops from all quarters, credfing magazines, making new 
levies, and, above all, confulting the oracles, arufpices, and 
magicians. The oracles of Delphi, Delos, and Dodona, 
ail'ured him of vidlorv But the arufpices, and moft of 
his courtiers and officers, ftreiiuoufly endeavoured to divert 
him from his intended expedition'. 'Ihe ambiguous au- 
fwers of the oracles, the confidence he repofed in the ma¬ 
gicians, and the delire of adding the Perfian monarch to 
the many kings he had already feeii humbled at his feet, 
prevailed over all other confiderations. The Perfians, ac¬ 
cording to Theodoret, began hoftilities by making in¬ 
roads nilo Mefopotamia. But Libanus allures us, that the 
king of PeiTia wrote to Julian, offering to conclude a peace 
upon fuch terms as he Ihould think juft and reafotiable -, 
hut that Julian, defirous to revenge the infults offered to the 
Homans by that haughty prince, tore the letter, and M'ould 
hearken to no terms h Socrates fpeaks of ambaffadors fent heark- 
by Sapor with advantageous pi opofiils, but difmiffed by Ju- 
lian with this anfwer, that ere it was long, he hoped to 
treat wilh their mafter in perfon 

Several nations offered Julian their affiftance, which he He dif- 
refufed, faying, “ The Romans are to affift their allies, but obliges Ike 
ft^nd in no need of their affiftance.” He likewife rejefled 
the offers of the Saracens, faying, when they complained 
of his flopping the penfion which was paid to their nation 
by other emperors, that a warlike prince had fteel, but no 
gold; which aiifw'er they refentiiig, joined the Perfians, 
and continued faithful to them to the laft. However, he 
wrote to Arfaces, king of Armenia, enjoining him to keep 
his troops in readinefsto execute the orders he fhould foon 
tranfmit. Having made the neceffary preparations for fo 
important a war, as foon as the feafon was fit for a£lion, 

f Ainmian. lib. xxii. p. 214.- b Zofi lib. iii. p. 71J. Abulfarag. 
p. go. h Theodor, lib. iii. cap. 16. Greg. Naz. Orat. p. 114. 

Pliiloflorg. lib. vii. cap. 14. Liban. p. 252. t Amm.lib xxiii. 
p. 245. Theodor, lib. iii. cap. 16. p. 654. > Liban. 

Orat. X. p, 24]_24j. Socrat- lib. iii, p. igi. 
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he difpatchcd orders to his troops to pafs the Euphrates, 
with adeCgn to enter the enemy’s country before they had 
the leaft notice of his march, placing guards for that pur- 
pofe on all the roads". Before he left Antioch he appoint¬ 
ed Alexander, a cruel and paflionate man, governor of that 
He fits nut city, faying, “ The citizens deferve no better.” He march- 
/>6iB An- gj from Antioch on the fifth of March, and reached Li- 
tarba the lame day, a village in the territory of Chaleis, 
about fifteen leagues from Antioch. The magiflraies of 
that great city, who had attended him, vvifliing him a happy 
journey, and a ti iumphant retnrii, he told them, in great 
beat, that he would never vilit them again, being refolved 
to winter at Tarfus °. From Litarba Julian proceeded to 
Bciosa, where he halted a day, and pronounced a fpeech 
before the council of the place, exhorting them to adore 
the gods of their anceftors. He writes himfelf, that they 
all heard him with attention, and commended him, but 
few followed his advice f (M), He was better pleafed 

" Julian. Ep. xxvi'. p. i6o. ' Ev.igr. lih. vi. cap. ii. p. 45*. 

Julian, p. 155. Aminian. p. 239. p Lib. V';t, p. 44. Socrat. hb. 

iii. cap. 17. p. 190. 

(M) At the head ol the coun- fonable (faid he) to nfe any vio- 
cil was a zealous Chriflian, who lence in point of religion. Al- 
had not only difniheritcd, but low your fon to prolefs a reli- 
lunied out ol doors, his fon, gion difleient from your’s, os I 
for renouncing the Chiidian allow you to profefs one differ- 
religion As Julian approach- ent from mine, though I might 
ed Beroea, the fon, accofting eafily oblige you to renounce 
him, acquainted him with the it.” “What! (replied the fa- 
treatment he had received from ther) are you fpeaking in favour 
his father, and the motive of of an impious wretch abhorred 
his indignation. The emperor, by heaven, who has preferred 
pitying his condition, bid him falfliood to truth, and renounc- 
take courage, and be under no ed the w'orfliip of thetrue God, 
concern: “For I will take to fall dow'n before idols.?” 
upon me (added he) to appeafe “ Injuries and invedfives (re- 
your father, and reinftate you plied Julian, interrupting him) 
m his favour.” Mindful of are for eign to our purpofe; 
his proinife, the fame day he and therefore I beg you would 
invited the chief citizens of Be- forbear them.” Then turning 
roea, and, among the reft, both to the fon, “It is incumbent 
the father and fon, to fup with upon me (faid he) to take care 
him. The two latter he placed or you, fince your father is 
by him ; and in the midft of deaf to my prayers and intrea- 
thfe banquet, turning to the fa- ties in your behalf (i). 
ther, “I do not think it rea- 

(0 Theod. lib. Ui. cap. iy. p. 655, S56. 

■with 
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vicli tlie inhabitants of Batne, the next city he viGied; for 
they had, before his arrival, reftored the public worihip of 
the gods. There he offered facrifices, atid having immolated 
a great number of vidlims, he purfued the next day his jour¬ 
ney to Hierapolis, the capital city of the province of Euphra- 
tefiana, which he reached on the ninth of March. He was 
met at a great diftance by crouds of people ; but, as he en¬ 
tered the city, fifty foldiers were killed, and a great many 
more hurt, by the fall of a porch s. At Hierapolis he refided 
in the houfe of a man for whom he had a particular efteem 
and veneration, becaufe he was the fon-in-law of Sopater, 
tlie difi iple of lamblichus, and becaufe neither Conftantius 
nor Gallua, who had both lodged in his houfe, had ever 
been able to prevail upon him to renounce the worfhip of 
his idols. He left Hierapolis on the thirteenth of March, 
and having patTed the Euphrates on a bridge of boats with 
his army, he marched to Batntc, a fmall city of Orihocnc, 
about ten leagues from Hierapolis, different from the city 
of the fame name in Syria From Batnx he proceeded 
to Charrlire, where, in the famous temple of the Moon, 
he performed fome private ceremonies. While he was at 
Ch arrhx, being informed that a party of the enemy’s horfe 
had broken into the Roman territories, he refolved to leave 
an army in Mefopotamia to guard the frontiers of the em¬ 
pire on that fide, while he advanced on the other into the 
heart of the Perfian dominions*. This army confifted, ac¬ 
cording to fome of twenty thoufand, according to others, 
of tlilrty ihoufand, chofen troops; and was commanded 
by Procopius and Sebaftian, a famous Manichcan, who 
had been governor of Egypt, and had perfecuted, with the 
utmofl cruelly, the orthodox Chriftians. Thefe two were 
to join, if poifible, Arfaces king of Armenia, to lay wafte 
the fruitful plains of Media, and join the emperor in Aflyria. 

There were two roads leading from Charrhx to Perfia, 
the one to the left by Nifibis, and through the province of 
Adi-.ibene ; the other to the right, through AlTyria, along 
the banks of the Euphrates. On both thefe roads Juliatt 
had caufed magazines to be erefled, but chofc the latter. 
After having from an eminence viewed his army, amount¬ 
ing to fixty-three thoufand men, he fet out on the twenty- 
fifth of Mat;ch for Davanna, or Dabana, in Mefopotamia, 
and arrived next day at Callinifus or Callinicum, where he 
flopped the twenty-fevenih to celebrate the feaft of the mo- 
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'thcr of the gods. The day following he proceeded on his- 
march, and encamped that night in the fields near the Eu¬ 
phrates, where he found his fleet, confilling of fevcn hun¬ 
dred gallies, and four hundred Ihips of burden, commanded 
by count Lucilianus, and the tribune Conllantianus. From 
Callicinum he proceeded to Cerciifium, called alfo Circe- 
fium, fituated at the conflux of the Abora and the Eu¬ 
phrates, one of the llrongeft places in Mefopotamia, hav¬ 
ing been fortified by Diocicfian, to prevent the fudden ir¬ 
ruptions of the Perfians, who, in his reign, had even fur- 
prifed Antioch. At this place Julian pafl'edthe Abora with 
his whole army, and then ordered the biidge to be broken 
down, that his foldiers might not be tempted to defert. 
From Ccrcufium he advanceil to Zaitha, where the tomb 
of the emperor Gordian was ftill vifible. On the feventh 
of April a foldierand two horfes were itruck dead by light¬ 
ning; and a lion of an extraordinary fize, pre/'enting him- 
felf to the army, was difpatched by the foldiers witli a 
fliower of darts. Thefe omens oceafioned great difputes 
between the philofophers and the arufpices, the latter in¬ 
terpreting them as inaulpicious, and advifing the emperor 
not to proceed on his intended expedition, and the former 
refuting their arguments with otheis more agreeable to Ju¬ 
lian’s temper 

The emperor, after having pafi'ed the Abora, which part¬ 
ed the Roman and Perfian dominions, encouraged his men 
with an animating fpeech to revenge the many injuries 
and infults, which of late years had been ofl'ered by the 
haughty enemy to the Roman emperors. When he had 
concluded his fpeech, he ordered large funis to be dillri- 
buted among them, amounting to a hundred and thirty 
pieces of filver a man, fays Ammianus. He then proceeded 
on his match with the greatefi; order and precaution ima¬ 
ginable. Nevitta led the right vt'ing along the Euphrates ; 
Arintheus and Hormifda coiidutled the left, with fome 
troops of horfe ; Julian himfelf commanded in the center; 
and the rear was brought up by Dagalaiphus, Victor, ftnd 
Secundinus : a body of fifteen hundred horfe was appoint¬ 
ed to fcour the country for intelligence, and to prevent any 
furprizc. To Itrike the greater terror into the enemy, he 
ordered his ranks to be extended ; by which means the 
army took up about ten miles, and appeared at a diftance 
far more numerous than it really was Having pafled the 
Abor^. he entered Aflyria, fays Ammianus; but, accord- 

B Amtnian. p, Z44—146. w Zof. p. 715. Liban. Orat; xii, 
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ing to Libanius, he crofled vafl defefts before he reached 
that province, which he found very populous^ and abound¬ 
ing with all the neceflaties of life ; but he laid it wtafte to a He layi 
great extent, fetting fire to the magazines, and deftroying lU'ifteA/'- 
the provifions which he could^not carry off. By thefe 
nieans he put it out of his power to take the fame route on 
his return. Six or feven days after he had palTed the Abota, 
he arrived at a fort called Annathan, which capitulated 
upon the firft fummons; whereupon Julian preferred the 
oificcr who commanded there, named Pufeus, to tlie rank 
of a tribune. He ever after ferved the Romans with great 
fidelity, and was finally created duke of Egypt. 

Julian burnt all the places he found abandoned by the in- Hcredutet 
habitants, but left feveral fortrefles behind him, ■vvithout federal 
attempting to reduce them, upon their promifing to fubmit tonunt and 
when he ihould have fubdued the reft of the country 
After the army had repaired the Euphrates, at Baraxmal- 
cha, Hormifda would have fallen into an ambufeade coni 
trived by the enemy, had he not been fortunately prevented 
by a canal, which he could not pafs, from advancing to a 
place where a body of Perfians lay concealed, under the 
condutl of Surena r. After this efcape Julian palled, with 
great difficulty, an arm of the Euphrates, which wasfwelled 
to an unufual height by the melting of the fnowj and be- 
fieged Berfabora, or Pyrifabora, next to Ctefiphon, the 
ftrongeft place in Alfyria, fortified with a double wall and 
a citadel, and defended by a numerous garrifon. But Jui 
lian, furmounting all difficulties, reduced it ili two days, 
in fpite of the molV vigorous refiftance both from the gar¬ 
rifon and the inhabitants, who fought like men in defpair. 

He found in the place a great quantity of provifions, and 
diftributed among his foldiers, who began to mutiny, a 
hundred pieces of filver a man, having with difficulty pre¬ 
vailed upon them to be fatisfied with that fum. Having 
thus pacified the army, and fet fire to the town, he purfued 
his march, and entered a country which the enemy, fore- 
feeing he would pafs that way, had laid under water; but 
the foldiers, animated by the example of their leader, waded 
through it with great refolution, and, arriving at Maioza^ 
malcha, a place of great ftrength, which refufed to fub* 
rnit, they drew a double line round ft, battering the walls 
night and day without intermiffion ; but the befieged obfti- 
nately refifted, till the Romans, by means of a mine, forced 
the city, while the Perfians were bufied in defending the 
walls. Julian, incenfed againft the governor for not fur- 

X Ammian. lib. xxiv. p, 165. r Zof. p. 715. 
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rendering the place at the ftipulated time, and for calling 
Hormifda a traitor, ordered him to be burnt alive, and 
gave up the city to be plundered by the foldiers. 

As the army was now within feven miles of Ctcfiphon, 
and Viftor, who had furveyed all the roads, ali'uring them 
they had nothing to apprehend, they advanced to a city, 
which had been formerly ruined, fays Ammianus, by a 
Roman emperor, meaning, according to fome, Sclcucia, 
ruined by Lucius Verus, and, according to others, Sabata, 
about three miles from Ctefiphon, the great metropolis of 
the Perfian empire*. From this place they advanced to a 
fort, which was taken by alTauIt, after a (hortbut vigorous 
reGftance, Julian himfclf having narrowly efcaped being 
killed by a fhower of arrows difeharged againfl him as he 
was viewing the walls. Having rafed the fort, he allowed 
his army fome time to refrefli tliemfelves ; and then, cauf- 
ing the canal to be cleanfed, which had been formerly dug 
by Trajan between the Euphrates and the Tigris, he con¬ 
veyed by that channel his fleet from the former to the latter 
river. Then he condufted his army to Coche, a place of 
confiderable ftrength, ftanding on the Tigris, oppofite Cte- 
fiphon ; but we are not told that he attacked it. All we 
know is, that he pafl'ed the river with no lefs raflinefs than 
courage, in fpite of the utmofl eflbrts of the enemy en¬ 
camped on the oppofite bank, whom he forced to retire, 
and fhelter themfcives within the walls of Ctefiphon. Some 
of the Romans purfued them to the gates of the city, which 
they would have entered with the enemy, had not Vidlor 
prudently reftrained them. The Perfians loll on this occa- 
fion, according to fome, two thoufand five hundred, accord¬ 
ing to others, fix thoufand men, and the Romans but fe- 
venty or feventy-five. Only part of the Roman army pafl'ed 
the Tigris that day, and made themfelves mafters of the 
Perfian camp. The reft followed the next, and the em¬ 
peror, with his guards, three days after*. Julian conti¬ 
nued fome days encamped before Ctefiphon ; but not dar¬ 
ing to attack it, as it was very ftrong, plentifully fupplied 
with provifions, and defended by a very numerous garrifon, 
he contented himfelf with fending Arintheus to ravage the 
neighbouring country 

In the mean time the king of Perfia was affembling, on 
the moft diftant confines of his kingdom, a formidable 
army, to fall upon Julian in his retreat. However, he fent 
deputies to propofe terms of accommodation, being de- 
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firous to put a period to fo deftruflive a war. Thefe ap¬ 
plied to Hormifda, as their countryman, and their king’s 
brother, who immediately flew to the emperor with the 
agreeable tidings ; but Julian, inftead of accepting the pro- 
pofals, ordered Hormifda to difmifs the ambaffadors pri¬ 
vately, and give out, that they were only fome of his old 
friends come to viGt him } for he apprehended, that both 
the foldiers and officers would have difapproved of hispur- 
fuing fo dangerous and tedious a war, when peace might 
have been concluded upon honourable and advantageous 
terms. The propofals being rejefted, Julian, contrary to 
the advice of his officers, refolved to advance farther into 
PerGa; but the army had no fooner began their march, 
than, on mature deliberation, he thought it more advife- 
able to return, not by the way he came, the country on 
that flde being laid wafte, but to take his route along the 
banks of the Tigris, without even attempting to reduce 
CteGphon, though he had lain feveral days before it. 

He marched fome time along the Tigris, which was on 
his left, being conduced by guides well acquainted with 
the country; but who in the end betrayed him: for, as 
they were natives of Perfia, they perfuaded him to quit the 
river, and take a quite different route, notwithftanding the 
remonftrances of Hormifda, and all the officers of the 
army; who, confidering the guides as perfons fent by the 
enemy on purpofe to deceive, ufed every effort to divert 
Julian from following their advice ; but he, repoflng an 
entire confldence in them, refolved not only to leave the 
Tigris, but to burn his fleet, left the enemy ffiould become 
mafters of it. This refolution alarmed the whole army, 
but was neverthelefs put immediately’ in execution, only 
twelve fmall veffels being referved, which were to be con¬ 
veyed over land in waggons, to make bridges, if there 
fhould be occaf.on. When the fleet was firft fet on Gre, 
the army began to mutiny, and exclaim with one voice, 
“ That the emperor was betrayed ; that the pretended 
guides were real traitors, fent by the enemy on purpofe to 
lead them to deftruijlion.” Julian, to appeafe the foldiery, 
ordered the guides to be put to the rack, when they 
owned their treachery, confeffing, that, in adviGng him to 
burn the fleet, they had no other deflgn but to ruin him 
and the army. In confequence of this confeffion, every 
means was tried to extinguifli the fire, but the flames could 
not be overcome; for the whole fleet,'except the above 
mentioned twelve veffels, was reduced to affiesJulian 
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purAicd his march through a country, fays Ammianus, very 
fruitful in ilfelf, but ravaged and laid defolate by the enemy; 
infomuch that the Romans were reduced to the laft extre¬ 
mity, wanting provifions, and at the fame time haraffed 
without interm flion by llrong parties, who attacked them 
both in front and rear, 

hreiuetd Jplian, not knowing what route to take in a ftrangc 
tjgreat country, and finding his army difpirited, fummoned a 

firaili.j council of all the chief officers of the army, when, after 

many confultations, they refolved to march towards Cor- 
duene, which lay fouth of Armenia, and belonged to the 
Romans. Purfuant to this refolution, they moved for¬ 
ward pn the fixteenth of June ; but had not marched far, 
when they difeovered at fome diftance a very numerous 
body advancing againft them. This was the Petfian army, 
commanded by the king in perfpn, attended hy two of his 
fons, and all the nobility of the kingdom. The Romans re¬ 
turned to their camp, where they wete, in a manner, be- 
fieged the next day by the troops of the enemy. Several 
Ikirmiffies happened pn that and the ten following days, in 
which the Perfians were conftantly repulfed. In a fliarp 
encounter on the fw^enty-fecoiid of June, altnoft the whole 
fut! the Perfian army engaged ; but were, after a very vigorous re- 
Tt Jiansto f5f|;aiice, put to the rout with great flaughter. The Ro- 
oi/lr mans remained mailers of the fipld ; but found little fatif- 

‘jor^o-vi- fa£Vion in a vi£lory which could not relieve their wants in 
a country where no provifions were to be had, the corn, 
grafp, and every thing elfe, being burnt by the enemy. 
Julian himfelf laboured under the greatcll perplexity and 
uneafinefs, finding the Perfians were refolved to oppofe his 
march) and attempt all means to dillrefs him, without 
coming to a general engagement. At length, the night 
preceding the twenty-fixth of June, as he arofc, according 
to cullom, about midnight, and was hiified in his tent in 
reading orwiiting, he ia faid to have beheld fuddeiily be¬ 
fore him, with a countenance full of forrow, the fpeillre 
reprefenting the genius of the empire, \vhich had appeared 
to him upon his being declared emperor. He was in fome 
degtee terrified at this unexpetled fight, and at other 
pmens which happened at the fame time, and were looked 
upon by thp arufpices as portending fome great misfortune, 
if he lliould undertake any thing that day. Rut Julian, 
defpiling the predidlions of his foothfayers, as foon as it was 
iiglit, ordered his army to decamp, being probably nn 
lonfcr able to fiibfillin the fame placp. 

Pn his march he was attacked on all Tides by the enemy, 
who, after they had difeharged their arrows, which never 

failed 
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failed doing great execution, retired, without giving him an 
opportunity of revenging the death of thofe who fell. In 
one of thefe fuddcn onfcts, the emperor flying, without his 
armour, to oppofe the enemy, was mortally wounded by a 
dart, which, through his arm and fide, penetrated to his 
liver. Thofe who were about him concluding, from his 
finking upon the neck of his horfc, that he was wounded, 
conveyed him fpeedily upon a large fliield to his tent, 
where Oribafus, a celebrated phyfician, and his intimate 
friend, attempted in vain to fave him, applying the moft 
powerful remedies his art could fuggeft. However, as the 
pain began to abate, he called for his arms and horfc, be¬ 
ing defirous to animate his men with his prefence ; but his 
Ilrength not anfwering his courage, being greatly weakened 
by the lofs of blood, he was forced to continue in his tent, 
while his men, filled with rage, and breathing revenge, 
made a dreadful havock of the enemy, till night interrupted 
the daughter. Fifty Perfian lords of great diilintlion were 
killed, and an incredible number of other officers and com¬ 
mon loldiers- The Promans loft Anatolius, who was ma- 
gifter officiorum, and generally elleemcd an officer of great 
<kill and experience. The prefect Salluft wais with diffi¬ 
culty refeued by his apparitors; but Phofphorius, his vicar, 
was flain, with many others in the right wing, where the 
tmperor commanded. 

While the battle continued, Julian lay languiffiing in his 
tent ; and, being apprifed that his end approached, he ad- 
• Irefled thofe about him, who feemed grcaily dejefled and 
concerned, in the following terms : ‘‘I am now, myfellow- 
fohliers, called upon to pay the laft debt of nature, w'hich I 
do with a willing and chearful mind, being taught by pbi- 
lofopby, that the ftate of the foul is infinitely more happy 
than that of the body. Upon this confideration, I embrace, 
death as the greateft bleffing ; it exempts me from the many 
dangers to which rny rank and reputation were daily ex- 
pofed. I have lived, firft in a private, and afterwards in an 
exalted ftate; and have fo behaved in both, as not to be 
confeious to myfelf of any afiion that gives m'e at prefent 
the leaft remorfe. I have ftudied to govern with modera¬ 
tion, and, being well apprifed, that the end of all govern¬ 
ment is the happinels of the people, I have, both in peace 
and war, endeavoured, as far as in me lay. to render them 
happy. I have great reafon to thank Divine Providence, 
for not having fuflered me to fall by the hand of confpi- 
rators; to languifli under a long and trouble/bme difeafe; 
or to die like a criminal, as many innocent ancf deferving 
pcrfoi >5 have done. I fubmit with joy to the eternal and 
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trDmutable decrees of the godsi though in the bloom of my 
?ge, being fenfible, that he who is fond of life when he 
ought to die, is as great a coward as he who defires to die 
when he ought to live- As for my fuccefibr, I decline 
naming any, left, through ignorance, I (hould omit a wor¬ 
thy perfon, or, by naming one equal to fo great a truft, 
expofe him to thofe dangers, which would inevitably attend 
his promotion, if it were not univerfally approved of. I 
therefore leave the choice to the commonwealth, and, like 
a dutiful fon, wifli her a worthy governor to fucceed me.” 

Having thus fpoken, he difpofed of his private eftate, di¬ 
viding it amongft his relations and friends; and not feeing 
Anatolius, enquired after him. SalJuft the prefefl: told him 
he was happy, meaning he was dead, according to the cx- 
preflion then in ufe ; a circumflance which feemed greatly 
to affeCthim: but turning immediately to the philotophers 
Maximus and Prifeus, he difeourfed with them concerning 
the nature of the foul; then calling for a glafs of cold wa¬ 
ter, he drank it, and having expreifed his defire of being 
Yr. nf FI. interred at Farfus in Cilicia, he expired on the twenty-fixlli 
*813. of June, a little before midnight. He died in the thirty- 
VisV fccond year of his age, after having reigned feven years, 
" and fix months, from the time he had been created Caefar, 

Julian diej. about three years fince he had taken the title of Auguftus, 
and only twenty months, not quite complete, fince, by the 
death of Conftantius, he became peaceable poflellbr of the 
whole empire. 

Julian was, without all doubt, endowed with extraordi¬ 
nary parts, a great lover of learned men, and himfelf well 
verfed in molt branches of literature Ammianus greatly 
extols his moderation, and the mildnefs of his temper, no 
lefs oppofite to that of his brother Gallu.s, than the temper 
of Titus was to that of Domitian He could never en¬ 
dure the title of dominus, or lord, though common to all 
princes fince the time of Dioclefian ; and had even fome 
thoughts of quitting the diadem, which, for many years, 
had been confidered as one of the enfigns of the fovercign 
power He made it his chief fludy to eafe the people, 
leflening the taxes throughout the empire, and exabling no 
more than was abfolutely necelTary for the defence and fup- 
port of the ftate. All the cities ufed, purfuant to an an¬ 
cient cuftom, to prefent the new prince with crowns of 
gold, fome of which weighed a thoufand, and fome two 
thoufand ounces, and upwards; but Julian enabled a law. 
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forbidding any city, however rich or populous, to offer a 
crown weighing above feventy ounces. He would viot fuf- 
fer his officers or minifters to receive prefents from the peo¬ 
ple, upon any confideration whatever ; nor the foldiers 
to injure the fubje£lsi.or allies of the empire, through whofe 
countries they matched. Libanius fpeaks much of the ex¬ 
traordinary care he took in regulating the public carriages, 
in chufing worthy magiftrates, in clearing the highways of 
robbers, and in relieving feveral cities, reduced by heavy 
taxes to a moll miferable condition. His bed, fays Mamcr- 
tinus, was as pure and challe as that of a Veftal virgin 
and Ammianus declares, that he was an entire llranger to 
all unlawful pleafures, and a declared enemy to lewdnefs 
and debauchery, He was generous, adds the fame author, 
valiant, finccre in his friendfhip, and kind to all, efpecially 
to fuch as were in clillrefs, and moft wanted his alfiftancc. 
Prudentius fpeaks of him as a prince who deferred well of 
the empire, both as a general and a lawgiver 

He v'as not, however, even in the opinion of his admirers, 
without fome faults. Ammianus owns him to have been of 
a fickle and changeable temper, ambitious beyond meafure 
of popular applaufe, elated vidth the leaft fuccefs, and talk¬ 
ative to fuch a degree, that his tongue never ceafed The 
fame writer aceufeshim of cruelty and ingratitude, in con¬ 
demning Urfula, to whom he owed the gteateft obligations j 
and Libanius, though highly prejudiced in his favour, can¬ 
not help allowing him to have been fuperflitious to excefs, 
inconfiderate on many occafioiis, and too much attached to 
his own fentiments Ammianus condemns the cenforious 
temper, which he betrayed in a manner unworthy of a phi- 
lofophcr, and below the dignity of a'prince, in his Mifo- 
pogon, and his Csfars, not fparing even the excellent em¬ 
peror M. Aurelius. The pagan writers tliemfelves, namely 
Eutropius Themiftius and Ammianus Marcellinus, 
own, that his condudf towards the Chriftians was repugnant 
to the laws of humanity, and deferved to be buried in obli¬ 
vion ; which is more than a Chriflian writer of our days 
feems willing to allow (N). 

R Panegyr. xi. p. ijo. *• PruH. Apol. cap. 4.. p. 1C3. 
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The news of his death were Veceiveci with inexprcfliblc 
joy by the Chriftians, and with the deepeft concern by the 
Pagans. The meflenger who brought it to Charrhs, was 
cither ftoneri to death by the populace ", or with difficulty 
efcaped the fury of the enraged multitude Several cities 
placed the image of the deccafed prince amongft thofe of 
their gods, and paid it the fame honours. Libanius, tran- 
fported with grief when he firft heard of his deceale, de¬ 
termined to lay violent hands on himfclf, not choofing to out¬ 
live him ; but, upon reflexion, altered his refnlution, and 
chofe to live, that he might have the fatisfadion, as he 
himfelf tells us, of compofing his funeral or.ition (O). Of 
the feveral writers who flourilhed under Julian, the reader 
will find a fuccinft account in the note (P). 


n Zof. lib. iii. p. 733. 

^ans, or from the accounts 
of the Chriftlan writers; but 
from a candid detail of his ad- 
minillration, which was general¬ 
ly polite and upright. He un¬ 
doubtedly polfelTed great ta¬ 
lents and many princely vir- 
lues, which however were 
llrongly allayed wiih caprice, 
obftinacy, felt-conceit and lu- 
perflition. 

(O) He wrote two difeourfes 
on this occafioii, the one to ex- 
prefs his own grief (1), the 0- 
ther to proclaim the praifes of 
Julian (2). From the latter, 
which contains thewhole hiftory 
of Julian’s litc, and from the 
two orations written much a- 
bout the fame time, and on the 
fame fubjed, by Gregory Na- 
zianien, an impartial reader 
will conclude, rhat both wri¬ 
ters are ftrangely biafed and pre¬ 
judiced, the one in his favour, 
the other againft him. Julian 
not only renounced the Chrif- 
tian religion, whence he was 
furnamea the Apuftate, but be¬ 
trayed a mortal hatred to thole 

(l) Liban. Orat, xi. 


CHAP, 

° Liban. Orat. xii. p.330. 

who profeflbd it, traducing them 
with the name of Galileans, as 
heimpioiifly ftylcd our Saviour 
the Galilean, debarring them 
from all honours and employ¬ 
ments, both civil and militar_y, 
and prohibiting them either to 
te;ich, or learn, the feiences. 
But we refer our readers to the 
ecclefiaftic writers for a more 
particular account of the perfe- 
cution he raifed againft the 
church, and of his wild attempt 
to reftore Judaifm, and rebuild 
the temple of Jei'ufalem; which 
is faid, by Ammianus and o- 
thers to have been miraculoully 
defeated by fire ifllilng out of 
the earth, and deftroying both 
the work and the workmen. 

(P) Ammianus Marcellinus, 
in his hiftory of the emperors, 
gives us a more paiticular ac¬ 
count of Julian’s reign, than any 
other writer ; and Eunapius, a 
moft zealous ftickler tor the an¬ 
cient religion of the Romans, 
often mentions, and highly 
commends Julian, in his hiftory 
of the fophifts. 

(>) Idem. Orat xii. 

Calllflus 
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in that place, to have been the widow of the emperor Va- 
lens ; but as to the caufc of her difgrace and misfortune, we 
are t|uitc in the dark. With the death of Valcns, Ammia- 
iius iVLircelliiius ends his hiftory (X). 

C II A P. LXir. 

T’/ie Hi/lory of the Ea/lern and Wefiern Empire, 
frojn the Death of Valens to the Divijion of 
the Empire. 

G RATIAN, alarmed at the danger that threatened the 
Eaftern provinces, harafl'cel by the Barbarians, refolved 
to march in peifoii to the airiftance of his uncle, as fooii as 
the feafon would permit. In the mean time he ordered part 

(X) Ammiainis Marcellinus of the Roman hiftory in the 
was a native of Antioch, where reign of Valentinian and Va- 
his family made foine figure (i). lens, and inferibed it to the 
He ferved fcvcral years in the latter, having undertaken it 
army', in tjuality of dnmcfticus, at his rcquelt. He attended 
which was then an honourable /uliaii in his expedition in- 
poft. He attended Julian in his to Perfia (4). He feems to 
Perfian expedition, and was at have been of the fenatorial 
Antioch, or in that neighbour- order; for, at the head of his 
hood, when the confpiracy of work, he is difiinguiflied with 
Theodorus was difeovered in the title of clardlimus, which 
the reign ofValens (2). His was peculiar to lenators. In 
hillory was divided into thirty- the reign of Valentinian, and 
one books, and comprifed the before the year 37^1 died, ac- 
reigns of all the emperors, from cording to St. Jerom, Aquilius, 
Homitian, where Suetonius or Acilius Severus, a native of 
ends, to the death of Valens; Spain, who wrote the hiftory 
but of his thirty-one books, on- ot his own life in profe and 
ly the laft eighteen, beginning verfe, under the title of Cataf- 
after the death of Magnentius trophe. He was defeended from 
in 353, have reached our times, another Severus, to whomLac- 
Though he was a Greek, he tantius inferibed two books of 
chofe to write in Latin; but his letters. St. Jerom places 
his Latin, in the opinion of him among the ecclefiaftic wri- 
Voflius, fpeaks him both a ters (4) ; but his work has been 
Greek and a foldier(^). Eu- long iince loll, 
tropius wrote his abridgement 

(1) Ammian. lib. xix. p. i44- (») Ids'", lib. xxix, p. 3S7 

(3) Voir. Hill. Lat. lib. ii. tap. 9, p. 201. (4) Eutrop. p. 589- 

(5) Hicr. Vir. Jllullr. cap. m. P 
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of the forces in Gaul to march into Illyricum, and, joining 
the troops quartered in that province, to enter Thrace, and 
reinforce the army which Valens had fent thither. This 
meafure the Germans, called Lentienfes, whofe country 
bordered upon Rhaetia, no fooner undeiftood, than, in .vio¬ 
lation of the treaty which they had but lately p^tncluded with 
Gratian, they pafled the Rhine upon the ice, to the number 
of forty thoufand men ; and, entering Gaul, committed 
dreadful ravages in the neighbourhood of that river. In con- 
fequence of thisinvafionthe emperor recalledthe troops from 
Illyricum, and fent them, reinforced with thofe that Were 
left in Gaul under the coiuludl: of count Nannianus,and Mal- 
lobaudes, king of the Franks, whoferved in the Roman ar¬ 
my in quality of comes domellicorum, to drive back the 
Lentienfes, w'hofe numbers encreafed daily, the Romans, 
who guarded the banks of the Rhine having, through fear 
of the Barbarians, deferred their Aations. The two gene¬ 
rals, though at the head of a handful of men, gave them 
battle in the neighbourhood of Aigentaria, where the pre- 
fentcity of Colmar Hands. The Romans at firft gave ground, 
being ove/powered with numbers; but, after a fevere con- 
flidt, gained a complete vitlory, and made fuch a dreadful 
havock of the enemy, that, out of fuch a prodigious multi¬ 
tude, fcaice five thoufand made their efcape, thirty thou¬ 
fand of them being killed upon the fpot, and the reft either 
flaiii in the purfuit, or taken prifoners. Their king Tria- 
rius, the chief author of the war, was in the number of the 
flain 

After this vitlory, Gratian pafled the Rhine at the head 
of his army; and, entering the enemy’s country, enclofed 
them among the barren mountains, to which they had fled 
with their families ; and by thefe means reduced them in a 
fhort time to fuch diftrefs, that they were forced to fubmit 
to the terms the conqueror thought fit toprefciibc ; one of 
which was, that they fliould deliver up their youth toferve 
in the Roman army. The Romans were greatly reinforced by 
this ne.wacceflion of ftrength, and at the fame time that iii- 
conftant and faithlefs nation wasdifabled from raifing frelh 
difturbances in the emperor’s abfence. In this expedition, 
Gratian gave fignal proofs of his courage, prudence, cle¬ 
mency, and generofity ; which gained him the efteem and 
affedtion of his troops ". He immediately wrote to Valens, 
acquainting him with the vidlory, and entreating him not 
to hazard a battle till he had joined him, which he alTured 

» Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 453, 434. Via. Epit. Hier, in Chron. 
■ Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 45;. 
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him would be very foon : but Valens, jealous of the repu¬ 
tation of Ills nephew, which he thought eclipfed his own, 
and dcfirous of equalling his exploits againfl: the Germans, 
refolved to give battle before his arrival, that he might en¬ 
joy, without a rival, the glory of the vidlory, which he 
looked upon'35 certain. 

In the mean time Gratian, having provided for the fecu- Gratian 
rity of Gaul, began his march, and with great expedition marches n 
advanced to Arbor Felix, now Arboii, on the lake of Con- 
fiance, and from thence to Lauriacum, now Lork, in Au- 
firia, on the Danube, between the Traun and the Ens. 

There he embarked part of his troops on the Danube, and 
marched by land with the reft to Eononia in Lower Dacia, 
and from thence to Sirmium, where he remained but four 
days, though he was then ill of an intermitting fever. From 
Sirmium he purfued his march along the Danube to a fort 
in the fame province, called Caftra Martis. In his march, 
fome of his men, who had ftraggled from the army, were 
intercepted, and cut off, by the Alans. From Caftra Mar¬ 
tis, he difpatched Richomeres, his comes domefticorum, to 
acquaint V'alens of his arrival: but Valens, haftening the yakns 
battle, that his nephew might have no (hare in the viftory, gives hat- 
was utterly defeated, and perifhed, with two-thirds of his 'j'’ “"dii 
army, in the manner we have already related. The day 
after the engagement, the Goths, informed by a deferter, before hit 
that Valens had left many perfons of great diftinCtion in arrival. 
Adrianople, and that the imperial treafure was lodged there, ’i^he Goths 
inverted the place ; but being repulfed with great flaughter, 
they abandoned the enterprize ; and marching towards Pe- anopU atsd 
rinthus or Heraclea, laid wafte that fertile country, then Ca/i/lanlia- 
advanced to Conftantinople, hoping to make themfelves op!>‘ 
mafters of that ftately metropolis : but the Saracens, whom 
Mavia their queen had fent to the afliftance of the Romans, 
and who were more formidable in fudden onfets than re¬ 
gular engagements, having in feveral fallies cut off great 
numbers of the Goths, the reft raifed the fiege, and retired 
from the neighbourhood of that city. 

The remaining part of this year they fpent in ravaging Dreadful 
Thrace, Scythia^ Mcefia, and even Illyricum, as far as the 
Julian Alps, which part that province from Italy “. The . ^ 
neighbouring Barbarians, namely the Quadi and Sarma- Goths, and 
tians, entered the Roman territories at the fame time, put- other Bar. 
ting all to fire and fword, and furpaffing the Goths them- banam. 
fclves in the horrid cruelties they praftifed f. St. Jerom 


' Ammian. p. 456—458. & lib' **. p. 160. 
iv. p. 751. 
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'gives us a pathetic account of the calamities fufFered at that 
time by the fubjedfs of the empire. The cities of Illyri- 
cum which fufFered moft on this occafion, were Petavio 
and Murfia ; the former is faid to have been betrayed to the 
Barbarians by Valens, whom the Arianshad attempted to 
raife to that fee As there were great numjpers of Goths, 
who ferved in the Roman armies, quartered in the forts and 
cities of Afia, Julius, who commanded in that province, 
apprehending they would join their countrymen, by private 
letters fent to the governois of the cities where they were 
quartered, ordered them all to be maflacred at the fame 
lime. This inhuman order vt'as put in execution without 
the leafb noife or difturbance, and Afia delivered from the 


danger it had juft rcafon to apprehend ; for Zofinius allures 
us, that the Goths only wanted an opportunity to revolt, 
and treat the Romans as they were treated by them 

We left Gratian on the frontiers of Thrace, ready to en¬ 
ter that province, and join Valens; but he no fooner heard 
the news of his death, and of the great lofs the Romans had 
fuftained in the fatal battle of Adrianople, which were 
brought to him by Vitlor, who had had the good fortune 
to efcape the general llaughter, than he retreated to Sir- 
mium, to deliberate on tbe moft proper ineafures to be 
taken in fo critical a conjinnfture. After a fhort ftay at Sir- 
mium, he marched, at the head of all the forces he could 
Cratian aflemble, to Conftantinople, to fccure that metropolis. In 
'^T'h‘dofiui mean time, reflecling how many brave officers had pe- 
’ rifhed in the prefent war, and how much he flood in need 
of an able and faithful general, he fent for Theodofius, 
who, after having given fignal proofs of his courage, con- 
du£l, and experience, in military alFairs, had, upon the 
death of his father, retired to Spain, his native country. 
Theodofius obeyed the emperor’s command ; and, quitting 
his retirement, proceeded to Illyricum, where he was re¬ 
ceived by Gratian with the greateft demonflrations of kind- 
nefs and efteem, and foon after fent, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, againft the Sarmatians, who were in full 
•whogaini march to join the Goths ; but Theodofius, falling upon 
a nmpleie gy( [[jg greater part of them in pieces, and obliged 

'tver'the repafs the Danube. From Conftantinople the 

Sarma- emperor returned to Sirmium, where he palFed the winter. 

Hans. He no fooner faw himfelf, by the death of Valens, mailer 

Cratian pf the Eaft, than he recalled, and reftored to their fees, the 
^b^ljted ‘ oftbodox bifhops, who had been banilhed by Valens; and, 
Hjbops. 

1 Ambrof. epift, i, p. i6;. 
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by an edi£l, granted entire liberty of confeience to Chrif- 
tians of all denominations, except the Manichees, the 
Photinians, and the Eunomians, whom he would not fuffcr 
to have any churches. This cdift put a period to the per- 
fecution which the Arians had laifed, and carried on with 
great cruelty^ againft the Catholics, during the reign of 
Yalcns. Gratian, notwithllaiiding his zeal for the ortho¬ 
dox faith, did not for the prefent meddle any farther with 
religious affairs, through fear of raifing new difturbances, 
which, in the prefent diftrafled ftate of the empire, might 
have been attended by dangerous confequences. This law, 
granting liberty of confeience to all Chriifians, feems to 
have taken place only in the Eaft, where the Catholics did 
not enjoy it before; for by another law enafted this year, 
and addrefled to Flaviaiius vicar of Africa, he abfolutely 
condemns the Donatills, orders their churches to be deli- He con- 
vered to the catholics, and declares, that he will fuffer no demm the 
other doftrinc to be taught or held, except that which is 
agreeable to the gofpel, to the faith of the apoftles, and to 
the tradition of the church. 

While he refided at Sirmium, furrounded ort all fides by Heraifet 
the Barbarians, he named Aufonius and Olybrius confuls thepoet 
for the enfuing year. He wrote to Aufonius, who had been 
his preceptor, a moft condefeending letter, acquainting him 
with his promotion, and at the fame time prefented him '' 
with the confular robe, that which the emperors wore 
when they triumphed *. As Valens died without ilTue 
male, Gratian, by his death, became foie mafter of the em¬ 
pire ; but not thinking himfelf equal to fo great a burden^ 
cfpecially at fo critical a conjuncture, when the Goths, 

Hunns, Alans, Sarmatians, and Q^adians, had made irrup¬ 
tions into the empire on one fide, and the Alemans and 
other German nations were ready to invade it on the 
other, he refolved to take a colleague capable of eafing him 
of part of his burden, and extricating the ftate from the 
didiculties under which it laboured. Valentinian fhared in¬ 
deed the title, but not the authority, of emperor, he being 
then but feven, or at moft eight years old. Without any 
regard, therefore, to his own relations, or rather regarding 
thofe, to life the expreffion of Themiftius, as his neareft 
relations, who were heft qualified for fo great a truft, he 
determined to alTume Theodofius for his partner in the fu- 
preme power ; a perfon of extraordinary accomplifhments, 
ho Jefs admired on account of his exemplary piety, than for 


■ Aufoli. Conf. p. j8r< 
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his prudence, his experience in war, and the gforioas ex¬ 
ploits he had already performed '. 

Purfuant to this refolution, he declared him emperor at 
Sirmium on the nineteenth of January of the enfuing year 
379, while Aofonius and Q^CIodius Hermogenianus Oly- 
brius were confuls. It was with the utmoft difficulty that 
Gratian prevailed upon him to accept what others fought 
with fo mtfeh ambition, and employed the molt unlawful 
means to attain. He refufed what others looked upon as 
the greateft happinefs, in futh manner as evidently flicwed 
that he accepted it by conilraint After Gratian had, to 
the general fatisfa£l:ion both of the people and foldiery, 
raifed him to the empire, be committed to his care the 
Eaft, Thrace, and the rellof the provinces which had been 
governed by Valens, referving only Caul, Spain, and Bri¬ 
tain ; for Italy, lllyricum, and Africa, were ruled by his 
brother Valentinian 

Theodofius, whom Gratian raifed to the empire, was, 
according to moil authors, a native of Cauca in Galicia, 
which city (till retains the fame name ; but Marcclliiuis, 
in his chronicle, fuppofts him to have been, born in Italica, 
near Seville, the birth-place of the emperor Trajan ; and 
both that writer and Claudian rank him among the great 
men of the Ulpiati family, from which Trajan fprung 
Theodofitis refembled that prince, according to Viffor, 
both in the features of his face and the virtues of his 
mind ; but Was a ftranger to the vices of Trajan, fiich as 
drunkenaefs, incontinence, and ambition He was the 
fon of Thermantia and the celebrated Theodofius, who 
conquered a new province in Britain, defeated Firmus in 
Africa, and was dcfervedly efteemed the greatefl: com¬ 
mander of his age *. The emperor himfelf was born irt 
the year 346, fo that he was advanced to the empire in the 
thirty-third year of his age He ferved under his father 
ifi Britain, when he was very young ; and being foon after 
created duke of Mcefia, he gained a memorable viftory 
over the Sarmatiahs in 3.74, being then only eighteen years 
oH 

After the death of his father he withdrew to Spain, and 
kd a retired life, employihg his time partly in reading, and 
partly in works of agriculture, till be was reealled by Gra- 

» Theniiftiiis. Oraf. xiv. p, itz. u. Pacat. p. 153, 254., 

w Theod, lib. v. cap, d. p. 711. Zof. p. 746. * Marcel. Cbron. 

p. 7*. Claud, p. 40. y Vi£l. p. 546, 547. » Ammian. 

lib. xxviii. p. 368. a Theod. lib. v. cap, 710, i> Zol; 

p. 360. e Anmlian. lib,^xxix. p, 410. 
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tian in '573, and declared emperor He was then mar¬ 
ried to Fiaccilla, called by moft of the Greek writers Pla- 
cilla, and by Come Placidia ; and had by her at Icaft three 
children ; namely, Arcadius, bom about the year 377, dur¬ 
ing his father’s retirement; Honorius, horn in 384, and a 
daughter named Pulcheria, born before the year 379. 

The joy which Theodofius’s promotion gave to all the 
fubjccfs of the empire, was equal to the high opinion they 
entertained of hisjuftice, integrity, moderation, and abili¬ 
ties in war; and indeed, though commendations from 
the pen of a poet are of no great weight, yet we cannot 
help thinking with Claudian, that the empire, wiftiout the 
afliftance of Theodofius, would never have recovered its 
former luftre, but become a prey to the Barbarians Af¬ 
ter the promotion of Theodofius, Gratian fet out for Gaul, 
upon intelligence that the Germans were in arms, and ready 
to invadf that province He was at Aquileia in the be¬ 
ginning of July, and in the latter end of the fame month 
at Milan e, where he contrafted a great intitnacy with St. 
Ambrofe, to whom he ever after fliewcd the higheft refpeft 
and veneration. It was at his requclt that St. Ambrofe 
wrote, though unwilling to engage in religious debates, his 
treatife on faith, in which he proves the divinity of the Son, 
and another demonllrating the divinity of the Holy Ghoft. 
The pious emperor was lo well pleafed with tlieCe two 
pieces, that he immediately ordered a church to be deli¬ 
vered to the Catholics, which he had fequeftered at Milan, 
with a defign to give it to the Arians, out of complaifancc 
to his mother-in-law Juftina. At the fame time, revoking 
the law by which he had granted, the preceding year, li¬ 
berty of confcience to all feds, he publilhed another, for¬ 
bidding all heretics, efpecially the rcbaptizers, to preach 
their tenets, or to hold aflemblies, in any part of the en^ 
pire. This law is dated from Milan, the third of AuguU 
of the prefent year 379> “^d was, no doubt, owing to t c 
zeal of St. Ambrofe. Gtatian left Milan foon after ; and 
pairing through Rhaitia, the province of the ^quani, 
Germania Prima, repaired to Treves, paffed the 

winter ^ This year wc find the Lombards firft mentioned 

in billory. i. u j 

We left Theodofius at Sirmium, where he had 
declared emperor on the nineteenth of January, 
was furrounded by multitudes of Barbarians, who, 

i Ambrof. Sermo de Diverf. p. 115- Jf- P; 54<. ' Cl^d. 

Conrul. H»n. cap. 4. p. 4°, 4i. 

* god. Theod. Chron- p. 100. ^ Idem. ibid. 
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the defeat and death of Valens, ras-agcd the neighbour¬ 
ing countries without reftraint. Dacia, Thrace, and 
Illyricum were already loft. The Goths, the Taifali, the 
Alans, and the Hunns, were mafters of the greateft part of 
thefe provinces, and had ravaged and laid wafte the reft ; 
the Armenians, Iberians, and Perfians, were likcwife in 
arms, and ready to take advantage of the prefent diftrafled 
ftate of the empire The few foldiers who had furvived 
the late defeat, ftruck with terror, kept within the cities 
and fortrefles of Thrace, without even daring to look abroad, 
much lefs to make head againft the viftorious enemy. 
Gratian probably aflifted the new emperor with fome 
troops ; it is at Icaft certain, that he left with him two of¬ 
ficers of great diftin£lion, namely, count Ricomer, a Frank, 
and Mdorianus, who commanded the troops of Illyricum 
under Gratian, and was by Theodofius raifed to the poft of 
general both of the horfe and foot. Both thefe officers 
diftinguifhed themfelves under Theodofius, and gained great 
advantages over the Gpths 

Theodofius, leaving Sirmium foon after the departure of 
Gratian, repaired to Theflalonica, the capital of Eaft-llly- 
ricum. During his refidence in that metropolis, the chief 
cities of the Eaft fent deputies, congratulating him upon 
his acceffion to the fovereign power, and imploring his pro- 
teQion. At the head of the deputies from Conftaniinoplc 
was the celebrated orator Themiftius, who, in a fpeech 
which he pronounced on that occafion, intreated the em¬ 
peror to confirm the privileges granted fo that great metro¬ 
polis by his prcdeceflbrs. The emperor received them in a 
moft obliging manner, propiifing to redrefs the evils of 
which they complained *. Having reinforced his army 
with new levies, and made other preparations for war, he 
took the field, probably about the end of June; for on the 
feventh of July he was at Scupi in Dardania, and on the 
tenth of Auguft at a place called Vicus Augnfti, the fitua- 
tion of which is unknown to geographers. Several battles 
were fought this year, of which we can fcarce give any ac¬ 
count; for our fureft guide, Ammianus Marcellinus, fails 
ns here ; and other authors are fo obfeure in their accounts, 
fo inconfiftent with each other, and often with themfelves, 
that we caniiot depend upon any thing they relate. All 
]we know for certain is, that part of the Goths fubmitied 
to Theodofius, and the reft withdrew from Thrace. In 
this particular at leaft, all authors are unanimous. The 


I Themift. Orat. xvi. p, J07. 
Prat. ^v. p. 180—1(3. 
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emperor, having thus reftored Thrace to its former tran¬ 
quillity, returned in the latter end of the autumn to Thef- 
falonica, and took up his winter-quarters. 

In the following year, 380, the two emperors were con- 
fuls, Gratian the fifth time, and Theodofius the full. The 
former, after having pafl'ed the winter at Treves, from 
which place we find two laws, dated the fi.vth and fifteenth 
of February, fet out early in the fpring for Italy, and was 
on the fourteenth of March at Aquileia, and at Milan on 
the twenty-fourth of April. From Milan he advanced to 
Sirmium, and continued till the end of the fummer, partly 
in the neighbourhood of that city, and partly in Pannonia"'. 
Theodofius was feized in the month of February of this 
year with a dangerous malady ; and this was what obliged 
Gratian to quit Gaul, and haften into Illyricum, left the Gratian 
neighbouring Barbarians fhould embrace that opportunity returns to 
to break into Thrace". As the Goths were (till in arms, 
and threatened to pafs the Danube, Gratian, during the 
ilincfs of his colleague, propofed and concluded a treaty of treaty 
peace with them, which, however advantageous to their 1111111 the 
nation, was confirmed by I’heodofius upon his recovery “. 
Theodofius, during hisficknefs, demanded with great earn- Theodojiui, 
eftnefs the facrament of baptifin ; which he received with l>emg 
exemplary piety from the hands of Afeolus bifliop of Thef- 
falonica, after having carefully informed himfelf of the 
faith that prelate profeffed. Finding him both orthodox in malady, is 
his belief and blamelefs in his manners, the pious empe- baptized. 
ror immediately fent for him to court; was baptized by 
him ; and from that inftant, the violence of the malady 
abating, he began to recover Soon after his recovery, 
the emperor gave a lignal proof of his zeal for the ortho- 
dox faith, by the famous law dated fiom Xheflalonica the 
twenty-eighth of February of the year 380. In that law 
Theodofius declares, that all his fubje£ls, without excep¬ 
tion, lhall adhere to the faith which the church of Rome 
had received of St. Peter, which was taught by Damafus 
bifhop of that city, and by Peter bifliop of Alexandria, a 
man of great fandity ; lhat is, that they lhall acknowlege 
and confefs the divinity of the Father, of the Son, ^d of 
the Holy Gholl; that thofe who held this dodlrine fhould 
be deemed Chriltian catholics ; but, on the contrary, fuch 
as rejeaed it fhould be treated as heretics and infamous 
perfons, their conventicles fliould not be called churches. 


■” Cod.Theod. Chron. p. 101-104- -1 Jornand Rer. Goth, 

cap XT p 619. 0 profpcr.Chrun. p Ambrof. Epift. xi. p-»»?• 

Soz. p. 707. Aug. Civit. Dei, lib, v, cap. i6. p- 64. 
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and they thcmfclves fliould undergo thofe punifliments, 
which were due to their wickednefs, from the imperial au¬ 
thority, and divine jullice, it being a crime, and a facri- 
lege, to depart from the true faith through contempt, or 
even out of ignorance. This is the memorable law which 
was addrefled to the people of Conftantinople, and to the 
prefeft Eutropius, with orders to publifh it in all the pro¬ 
vinces, and caufe it to be every-where obferved by the fub- 
jefls of the empire. To this law St. AuHin, no doubt, al¬ 
luded, when he, wrote that Thcodolius, upon his accellion 
to the empire, by a law replete with mercy and jufticc, 
curbed the fury of the wicked, and relieved the church, 
long opprefled by the proteftion given by Valens to the 
Arians. Belides this, the emperor publiHied feveral other 
laws this year, tending to the reformation of manners ; one 
forbidding all capital trials during the forty days preceding 
Eafter, that is, during Lent ; another prohibiting, under 
fevere penalties, widows to marry during the time of mourn¬ 
ing for their deceafed hufbands, which was by this law ex¬ 
tended from ten months to a whole year; a third implying, 
that informers fhould be punilhed with death, if they were 
found to have informed thrice, though their accufations 
had always proved true. 15 y a law dated the lixteenth of 
November, the emperor declares it unlawful to beg the 
eilates of perfons condemned fpr treafon ; adding, “Whereas 
the importunity of fuch petitioners often wrells from the 
prince what he ought not to grant, his refeript in their fa¬ 
vour fhall not be valid ; and fuch as fliall by thefe means 
have obtained the confifeated eflates, (hall be punillred as 
tranfgreflbrs of the law's.” Under other princes, the eftates 
pf perfons condemned for treafon were frequently granted 
to thofe who had accufed them ; an indulgence that proved 
an encouragement to informers ; but this, and the other 
laws of Theodofius, rellrained thefe vile praClices. By for¬ 
mer laws, the eftates of fuch as had been banifhed, or exe- 
puced, fell to the treafury; but Theodofius, by two laws 
of this year, dated the feventeenth of June, orders the ef¬ 
tates of the former to be divided between the treafury 
and the criminal, or his children ; and thofe of the latter to 
be left entirely to their children or grandchildren. In cafes 
of treafon, only one fixth of the criminal’s eftate was al¬ 
lotted to his children, whether he was banillied or executed. 

Notwithftanding the treaty which the Goths had con- 
pluded with Gratiaq, that prince had no fooner left Illyri- 
cum to return to Gaul, than they pafled the Danube, un¬ 
der the conduft of Fritigern, Alatheus, and Saphrax; and, 
breaking into Thrace and Fannonia, advanced as far a^ 

Wr 
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MaceSon, deftroying every thing with fire and fword < 

Zofimus relates, that they laid watte ThelTaly and tpirus 
and penetraled as far as Achaia, without the leaft oppofi- 
tion ^ 1 heodolius, having in the mean time afl'embled his 

troops, took the field ; and coming up with the enemy on 
the frontiers of Maccdon, declined an engagement with 
forces fo much fuperior to him in number; but haralTed 
them, by cutting off their parties, and intercepting their 
convoys. The Goths, apprifed of his defign, attacked the 
Roman camp in the night, made themfelves matters of it, 
cut moft of the troops in pieces, and would have taken the 
emperor himfelf prifoner, had he not faved himfelf by 
flight, while the Goths were plundering the tents. Such 
is the account of Zofimus. But Idatius Marcellinus 
Gregory Nazianzen, who was then at Conftantinople and 
Philottorgius "'j an Arian writer, and confequently not par¬ 
tial to Iheodofius, afliire us, that the emperor gained a <ri j/• 
complete viaory over the Goths; and that, upon his re- dejl^sth, 
turn to Conftantinople, he entered that metropolis in tri- GQths. 
umph. Jornandcs, who omits no opportunity of celebrat¬ 
ing the exploits of his Goths, takes no notice of their pre¬ 
tended vidfory over Theodofius. Befides, Gregory Nazi¬ 
anzen deferibes his triumphal entry into Conttantinople, of 
which he was an eye-w’itnefs; and adds, that he well de¬ 
ferred that honour, for having checked the fury of the 
Barbarians, who, confiding in their numbers and natural 
fiercenefs, had ventured to engage a commander of his fu¬ 
perior talents. The next confuls w^ere FI. .Syagrius and FI. 
Eucherius, uncle, as is fuppofed, to Theodofius. Gratian 
was this year, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, at 
Milan on the twenty-ninth of March; at Aquileia on the 
twenty-fecond of April, and eighth of May ; and at Treves 
on the fourteenth of Odlober. He returned to Aquileia on 
the twenty-fixth of December, and palfed the winter in that 
city *. As to the affairs in the Eaft, Theodofius continued 
at Conttantinople, at leaft to the nineteenth of July. At Alt the 
that metropolis he publiflied a law dated the tenth of Ja- churches 
nuary, forbidding heretics of all denominations to hold af- delivered 
femblics in cities, and commanding the churches through- 
out the empire to be immediately given up to the Catholics. 

Fhe execution of this law was committed to Sapor, one of 
the greateft generals of his time, with orders to drive out 
the heretics in every province, and put the Catholic pattors 

s Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 77. p. 649. f Zof. p. 756. s Idat. 

Faft. t Marcdl. Chron. “ '■ P’ 

* Philoft. lib. ix. cap. 13- p. 133. * Cod, Theod. Chron. p, >04. 
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in polTefllon of the churches the feftaries had ufurpeS. Sa¬ 
por did not meet with the Icaft difficulty in the execution 
of his commiffion, except at Antioch, where the Catholics 
were divided among themfelves f. 

At this period Athanaric, the molt powerful of all the 
Gothic princes, who had maintained a three years war with 
Valens, being expelled by a fadlion, took refuge in the 
Roman teriitorics, notwithllanding his pretended oath 
never to tread on Roman ground ; and, coming to Con- 
ilantinople, was received with great marks of friendlhip by 
Theodofius, who went out to meet him, and attended him, 
and his numerous retinue, into the city. But Athanaric 
died foot! after his arrival j and Theodofius caufed him to 
be buried after the Roman manner, with fueh pomp and fo- 
lemnity, that the Goths, who had attended him in his 
flight, aflonifhed at the magnificence of the funeral, re¬ 
turned home, refolved never to molcft the Romans ; nay, 
out of gratitude to the emperor, who had thus honoured 
the memory of theirdeceafed prince, they undertook to guard 
the banks of the Danube, and prevent the Romans from be¬ 
ing attacked on that fide Immediately before the death of 
Athanaric the philofopher Themiftiiis pronounced his fif¬ 
teenth oration in the palace before the emperor, in which he 
obferves, amongother things, thatTheodofius, whowas then 
in the third year of his reign, had granted innumerable fa¬ 
vours, but had not condemned one pciTon to death The 
pious emperor, defirous to heal the divifions that rent the 
church, and to redrefsthe abufes which prevailed in the Hate, 
fummoned this year, in the month of May, the fecond ge¬ 
neral or (Ecumenical council, which was held at Conftanti- 
nople by all the bifliops of his dominions While the coun¬ 
cil was afl'embling, the emperor publiihed a law, dated the 
fecond of May, depriving fuch as had renounced the Chrif- 
tian religion to embrace Paganifm, of the right of difpofing 
of their effedts by wilD. By another, dated the eighth of 
the fame month, he extends that penalty to the Manichees, 
whofc eflates he declares confifeated, unlefs their children 
Ihould embrace the true religion ; in w’hich cafe they were 
to enjoy the inheritance of their parents. In a council held 
before the emperor on the twenty-ninth of June, Theodo¬ 
fius declared, that the refpeci!! ilue to the prielthood not 
fuffering bifliops to be fummoned as witnefl'es, they were 

y Cod. Thcod. Chron. lib. vi. tit. 5. kg 6. p. 117, 118. Theo- 
dorct. lib. v. cap. i. p. 706. r. Z,a(, lib. iv. p. 75S, 755. Orof. 

lib. vii. cap. 34. p. lao. a Themilt. Orat. xv. p. 183—190, 

t Socr. lib. V. cap. 8. p. 1^. c Cod, Theod. lib.xvi. tit. 7. leg. (• 

p. lOJ. 
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by the laws exempted from the obligation of appearing in’ 
courts of judicature. By an edift, dated the nineteenth 
of July, he forbids the Eunomians and Arians to build 
churches, either in the cities or in the country; and de¬ 
clares the places where they fliall have preached, or per¬ 
formed any other funftion, confifeated. All thefe laws 
are dated from Conflantinople; but two others of the 
twenty-firft of July, from Hcraclea in Thrace, whither the 
emperor had advanced againft the Barbarians who were ftill 
in arms. Zolimus tells us, that having demanded affiilance 
of Gratian, that prince furniHied him with a confiderable 
body of troops, commanded by Baudo or Bauto, and Ar- 
bogaftes, who were both Franks, but experienced officers, 
and greatly attached to the empire. The former was fa¬ 
ther to Eudoxia the wife of Arcadius, and maintained a 
correfpondence by letters with Symmachus'*. We fhall 
have occafion to fpeak of the latter hereafter.. Upon the 
arrival of thefe commanders, the Goths, who were ravag¬ 


ing Macedon and Theflaly, retired with precipitation into 
Thrace ; but not being able to fubfift in that province, which 
they themfelves had laid wafte the preceding year, they were 
forced to fubmit to Theodofius. The emperor gained a 
complete victory over the .Scyri and Carpodaca;, who had, 
jointly with the Hunns, made an irruption into the empire, 
and obliged them to pafs the Danube. We find the Scyri 
frequently mentioned amongft the northern Barbarians; 
but no farther notice is taken of the Carpodacse in hiftory. 
This campaign ended in September; for on the fifth of 
that month the emperor was at Adrianople, and on the 

twenty-eight at ConItantinople ^ _ ,, , ,r 

In the following year, 382, when Antonius, called alfo 
Antoninus, and fuppofed to have been father-in-law to 
Theodofius, was conful with Syagnus, the neighbouring 
Barbarians broke into Italy, but were foon repulfed by Gra¬ 
tian, who paired the greatell part of this year at Milan, or 
in that neighbourhood, w^atching their motions. From 
feme laws publiffied in the month of September of this 
year, it appear?, that the empeior was forced to raife new 
levies, and demand extraordinary fubfidies for the defence 
of Rhstia and Illyricum. As Rome was by mul¬ 

titudes of beggars, Gratian, by a law dated the twentieth 
of June, ordered Severus, prefedb of c*fy> 

Who were capable of earning their livelihood by labour, and 
tobeftow them upon thofe who lhall have informed againft 


The Seyri 
and Car- 
padacm Je- 
jeated bi 
Thesdejiui, 


A lav) of 
Craliem 
againft 
beggars. 


* Zof. lib. iv. p. 757- Syrain. lib. iv. epift. 15, 16. p 150. 
Theodpr.Cbran, p. 105, & ftq- 
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'them, either as flaves, if they were fuch by condition, or 
to be employed the remaining part of their lives, if they 
were free-born, in tilling their grounds, and in other works 
of agriculture. By another law, dated the eighteenth of 
Auguft, he fufpended, for the fpacc of thirty days, the 
execution of all criminals, reckoning from the day they 
He caufes received fentence. He ordered the altar of Virftory, which 
the altar of ftjxjd in the place where the Roman fenate aflembled, to 
Vtiiory to j-gnjpved, and declared the revenues belonging to it con- 
fifcatcd^ At the fame time he declared void and null all 
the fenate. the privileges and exemptions granted by other emperors to 
tbe Fagan pontiiFs, or to the Veftal virgins, ordering the 
oflicers of the revenue to confifeate the lands, which, for 
the future, Ihould be bequeathed to them or their temples. 
The Pagan fenalors fent deputies, at the head of whom 
was Symmachus, to prevail upon the emperor to revoke 
thefe laws ; but Gratian would not admit them to his pre¬ 
fence*. 

Lam of The heretics received no lefs fevere treatment in the Eaft 
’Theodofius from Theodofius, than the Pagans in the Well from Gra- 
e^atnfl ^ dated the lalt of March, he declared 

ere fcs, of the Manicbees, as were then known by the names 

of Encraticse, Saccofori, and Hydroparallatse, that is, the 
Continent, the Sack-bearers, the Water-drinkers, guilty 
of death, and likewife againft fuch as, in the celebration 
of Ealler, diifered as to the day from other Chriftians. As 
the Goths had been driven out of Macedon, and fliut up in 
Thrace, where they could not fubfift, Theodofius, not 
willing to drive them to defpair, received their deputies in 
7 Ae Goths a very kind manner; and as they could not return to their 
fubmitto own country, which was fubjett to the Hunns, upon lay- 
'Ihtodojius. jjjg down their arms, he allowed them to fettle in Thrace 
and 'Moefia, which two provinces were almoft entirely un¬ 
peopled, by the frequent incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians and the late wars. The emperor exempted 
them from all the tributes and taxes that were paid by the 
other fubje£ls of the empire This was in all likelihood 
one of the articles on which they fubmitted. Great num¬ 
bers entered into the Roman fervice ; but formed a feparate 
body, and were commanded by officers of their own nation, 
a circumftance which proved.the fource of many evils ; but 
as they were well acquainted with the avarice, injuilice, 
and cruelty of the Roman officers, they infilled upon con¬ 
tinuing united, in order to fccure themfelves againft the 

*.Cod. Thcod. lib, x. tit. 16. leg. 10. P..1.98. ,e Anihrof.ep. 

II. p. 19s. Symm. lib. x. ep. 54.. p. 455, 456. ^ Theroift- Orat. 

, xvi. p.. 193. 

infwltfl. 
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iiifults they had reafon to apprehend when difperfed among' 
the Roman troops. 

The next confuls were FI. Merobaudes the fecond time, 
and Flavius Saturninus- Gratian was, from the twenty- 
ninth of January of this year 383, to the fecond of May, at 
Milan-, at Radua on the twenty-feventh and twenty-eighth 
of the fame month; and at Verona on the feventeenth of 
June *. This year is remarkable for a dreadful famine that 
ra'Tcd in R.ome, but more on account of the difturbances 
r.iifcd in the Hate by Maximus, which terminated the life and 
reign of ihe excellent emperor Gratian (Y). That ufurper, 
feeing Theodolius raifed to the empire, fays Zofnnus, 
w'hilc he could not attain to any confiderable employment, 
urged by jealoufy and envy, began to encourage the aver- 
fion of the Roman foldiers to Gratian, whom they confider- 
ed as too great an cncourager of foreigners; iniomuch that, Maximut 
in the end, they revolted, declared Maximus emperor, and, rrWo i« 
with the ufual folemnity, bellowed on him the purple and 
diadem. He pretended, that he was allied to Iheodofnis, 
and that it was with his participation and confent he had 
aflumedthc fovereignty’'. Orofius ftyles him a man of cou- Hh cha¬ 
rge's, and wmrthy of the empire, had he attained it by law- raeier. 
ful means*; and Sulpitius fpeaks of him as a perfon who, 
except this iifurpation, deferved in every other refpeft to 
be elleemed and commended Gregory of Tours relates, 
that before his iifurpation, he had gained feveral lignal 

viflories in Britain". . , , r u c - r 

Maximus at firft was fupported only by a fmall number ot 

the inhabitants of this ifland ; but others flocking to him 
from all parts of Britain, he found himfelf, in a very fhort 
fpace, at the head of a powerful army, which . 

mediately tranfported into Gaul. Landing at the rnouth of Hepa/e,^ 
the Rhine, he prevailed upon the neighbouring coul. 

to revolt from Gratian, and join him, not fo much 
of arms, as by art and addrefs “; extending, fays Gildas, 

.c,d.Th.od.ci.,... p. 'p°'',"o''; 

1 drljlx"?. cp. Jp. • Z"f- lib-i"- PX*- 


(Y) That ufurper, named 
Magnus Clemens Maximus, 
was, according to Zrofimus,a na¬ 
tive of Spain, brought up, fays 
Paetttus, in the family ot Theo¬ 
dolius as a fervant, and employ¬ 


ed in the meaneft offices (1). 
Zolimus pretends, that he ferv- 
ed in Britain with Theodolius, 
who, as we have obferved al¬ 
ready, attended his father into 
this ifland in the year 36B. 


(0 Pacat. p, 
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by lies and perjuries, the empire which he had acquired by 
wickednefs and rebellion r. Gratian was then at war with 
the Germans called Juthongij but he no fooner heard of 
the arrival of the ufurper in Gaul, than he marched to 
Treves, to put a Hop to his farther progrefs. On his route, 
great part of his troops, corrupted by the emiflaries of 
Maximus, abandoned him, to join the ufurper. However, 
thinking himfelf ftill a match for Maximus, he left Treves, 
went in quell of his enemy, and offered him battle Gra- 
tian’s army was commanded by Merobaudes, and count 
Balio, an officer of tried valour and fidelitySome authors 
write, that a battle was fought near Paris; but Zofimus 
tells us, that the two armies continued for five days to¬ 
gether in the prefence of each other, without any adlion, 
except a few Ikirmiffies, in which no great advantage was 
gained on cither fide; but that, at length, the troops of 
Gratian, provoked at his fhewing fo much favour, and giv¬ 
ing the preference, to foreigners, as if he chiefly relied on 
their courage and fidelity, Ihamefully deferred him. Gra¬ 
tian, finding himfelf betrayed and abandoned, fled to the 
Alps, attended only by three hundred horfemen; and, hav¬ 
ing reached Lyons, after he had been refufed admittance 
into other cities, was taken prifoner, and fcon after put to 
death Thus died Gratian, in the flower of his age, hav¬ 
ing lived only twenty-four years, and three or four months, 
and reigned, from the time he had been created emperor, 
fixteen years, and one day ; but, from the death of his fa¬ 
ther only feven years, and nine months '. He married in 
374, or 375, Conllantia, the pollhumous daughter of the 
emperor Conllantius, and had by her a fon, and other chil¬ 
dren but they all died, it feems, before him'', as did 
likewife his wife Conllantia, whofe body was brought this 
year to Conflantinople, aceording to Idatius, and the 
chronicle of Alexandria, on the thirty-firfl of Augull, and 
interred on the fecond of December. Gratian was, not 
long before his death, married to his fecond wife Laeta *, 
to whom, as well as to her mother, by name Piffamine, 
Theodofius allowed a yearly penfion, to fupport them ac¬ 
cording to their rank, which they employed in relieving 
the poor of Rome, when that city was befieged by Alaric 

p Gild. Excid. Brit. cap. 10, 11, p. 117. s Socrat. lib. v. cap. if. 
p. 270. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 720. ' Profp. p. 167. Ambrof, 

£p. 56. p. 32a, 311. 0 Orof. lib, vii. cap. 34. p. 120. Hier, 

Chron. p. z6. Ambrof. Pfal. Ixi, p. 746. > Socr. lib. v. cap. ii. 

p. 170. Marcell. Cbron. <• Aug. Civit. Dei, lib. v. cap- 25. 

w Tlieodor. lib. v. cap. la, p, * Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 721. 
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in the year 408 The death of Gratlan was no fooncr 
known at Milan, than St. Ambrofe, who had lived in great 
intimacy with him, and was deeply aft'edted with the lofs 
of fuch an excellent and inimitable prince, as he ftyles him, 
went from that city to demand his body of Maximus, in the 
name of Valentinian. But the ufiirper refufed it, pretend¬ 
ing, that the tranfporting of his aflies M'ould ferve only to 
renew the grief of the foldiery However, they were 
afterwards brought to Milan, and interred near the tomb of 
Valentinivin II. 

All writers, whether Chriflians or Pagans, agree, that he His cha- 
was endowed with every good quality neceflary in a prince, rorStr. 
extolling unanimoully his modefty, his juftice, his modera¬ 
tion, and defire of doing good, in which he feemed to place 
his chief happinefs. Ammianus Marcellinus, though a 
zealous Pagan, maintains, that he would have equalled the 
greateft princes of antiquity, had he lived longer; but, at 
the fame time, cenfiues him, for being too much addiOed 
to hunting, and other diverfions “ ; which may be juftly 
attributed to his youth ; and for which he Mmuld, in all 
likelihood, have made ample amends by applying ferioully 
to bufinefs in his riper years. St. Ambrofe, Theodoret, 
Ruffinus, Aufonius, and even Zofimus hiinfelf, give us a 
great idea of his piety, in which he furpafled all his prede- 
ceffors, Conllantine himfelf not excepted. St. Ambrofe, 
in his anfwer to a letter the emperor had written to him, 
ftyles him Moll Chrillian*’. The laws he enafted in favour 
of the catholics, are inftances of his zeal for the orthodox 


Maximus was no fooner informed of the death of Gra- 
tian, than he took his fon hlavius ViiEfor for his colleague 
in the power he had ufurped, and gave him, though then 
only an infant, the title of Augullus. The ufurper fixed 
the feat of his empire at Treves, and extended his wings, 
to life the exprelTion of Gildas % over Spain and Britain, 
being mailer, according to Zofimus'', of all the countries, 
which Gratian, in the divifion of the weftern provinces, had 
referved for himfelf. We do not find that he put any of 
Gratian’s favourites to death, except Merobaudes, the «:on- 
ful of this year, and Balio, or, as fame ftyle him, Vallio, 
one of the beft officers of his age: their only crime was their 
inviolable attachment to Gratian, by whom they had been 
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y Soz. lib. vii. cap. 13. p. 7 **- ***^'.y' ?■ 

Pfal. Ixi. p. sag. “ Aromian. lib. xxvii. p. 344. 

de Fid. p. 110. ' Excid. BriC. cap. 10. p. 117. 
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raifed to the greatcft offices in the ftateMerobaudes re¬ 
ceived orders from the tyrant to difpatch himfelf} an order 
with which he complied, to avoid a more ignominious 
death ^ As Maximus had brought over with him into Gaul 
the flovrer of the Britilh youth, and the Roman foldiers 
quartered in the ifland, the country remained by that means 
expofed to the incurfions of the Scots and Pidfs, who, 
meeting with little oppoCtion, over*ran the northern parts, 
committing dreadful ravages (Z). Of Aufonius, who was 
preceptor to Gratiaii, we fliall fpeak in our note (A). Theo- 

dolius, 

■: Pacat- p. 167. Ambrof. Ep. 56. p. 3ao, f Pacat. ibid. 

(Z) The Romans at dilFerent feflbrs of grammar and rheto- 
times fent over troops to drive ricCj), When he had finifhed 
them back into their own coun- his lludies, he firft pleaded at 
try ; but they conftantly return- the bar, and afterwards taught 
ed, and continued haraffing the grammar and rhetoric ; which 
Roman provinces till the ar- profellion he followed for the 
rival of the Angles and Saxons, _ fpace of near thirty years, till 
who made themfelves mailers of he was by Valentinian I. ap- 
that part of the ifland which is pointed preceptor to his fon 
now known by the name of Gratian in 367, whom he at- 
England, about the middle of tended into Germany the fol- 
the fifth century (i). Thofe lowing year 368 (4). He had, 
Eritains who attended Maxi- foon after, fome employment at 
mus into Gaul, never returned court, with the title of comes or 
to their native country ; but count, and was, by degrees, 
are fuppofed to have fettled in raifed to the firft offices in the 
Armorica, which was allotted Hate. He wrote verfes on all 
to them by Maximus, and, the emperors who had reigned 
from its new inhabitants, called till his time, and likewife con- 
Britannia, now Bretagne (2). fular tables, extending to the 

(A) Decius, or rather Deci- year 382, or 383 (;). But 
mus Magnus Aufonius, was a the latter work has been long 
native ofBourdeaux. He flu- fince loft, and of the former 
died rhetoric under his uncle only a fmall part has reached 
Arborius at Touloufe, where us. His poem on the Mofelle 
Arborius taught about the year was greatly efteemed by Sym- 
325, before he was invited to machus (6), and is Hill looked 
Conftantinopic by Conflancine: upon by the bell judges as his 
he lludied likewife at Bout- mailer-piece (7). The emperor 
deaux under Minervius, Nepo- Theodofius, who had a parti- 
tianus, and Staphylus, pro- Cular elleem for him, wrote to 

(i) Gild. cap. Ti. p. 117, Idem, ibid. Ufler, p. 199, zoo. 

(3) Vorfus in Clar. Urb. p. xoS. Epift. p. 457. Idyl. p. 367. Pi ofeflT. 
Burdeg. Car, iz, 15, p, 156, 169. (4) Idyl. jz. p. 367. Epift. 4- 

p. 412. (5) Aufon. p. 136, 199, 373. (6) Syni. lib. i, Epitt O' 

P- S- (7) Vide Bafllet, p. 43*. 

him 
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doIiuSf who had remained this year at Condantinople, or 
the neighbourhood of that metropolis> was no fooncr in> 
formed of the death of Gratian, than he aiTcmbled all his 
forces) with a delign to march againft the ufutper, and 
prevent him from feizing on Italy and Weft-Illyricum, be¬ 
longing to young Valentinian. But, in the mean time, 
Maximus having aflured him by deputies, that he had no 
d'eGgn upon the dominions of Valentinian, but that he 
■would fufFcr him peaceably to rei^n in Italy, Africa, and 
lllyricum, Theodofius deferred his journey to the Weft*- 
Not long after, Maximus fent his great chamberlain to Maxima 
Theodofius, not to make an apology, fays Zorimus**, for the 
murder of Gratian, but to propofe an alliance againft the 
common enemies of the empire } and, in cafe he reje£led dojtiu, 
that friendly offer, to denounce war againft him. Thco- 
dofius, not thinking the glory that might accrue from re¬ 
venging the death of Gratian a fuflicient motive for enter¬ 
ing into a war, which he forefaw would be attended with 
great evils, and perhaps with the ruin of the empire, the 
neighbouring Barbarians being ready to invade it on all 
Tides, embraced the propofals of Maximus ; and, acknow- luho ae- 
leging him for his colleague, fent Cynegus, then comes lar- 
gitionum, and afterwards prefedl of the Eaft, into Egypt, 
with orders to proclaim Maximus there, and to caufe his 
image to be raifed in Alexandria. In the beginning of the 
prefent year 383, that is, on the Cxteenth, or, as others 
affert, on the nineteenth of January, 'Iheodofius declared 
his fon Arcadius emperor i- The ceremony was performed 
with extraordinary pomp at the palace of Hebdomon, di- 
ftant feven miles from Conftantinoplc. Arcadius was then 
about fix years old; for at the time of his death, which 
happened on the firft of May 408, he was, according ro 
Socrates, in the thirty-firft year of his age . a enti- 
nian II. who poffeffed the weftern provinces of lllyricum. 
with Italy and Africa, while Maximus held Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain, was at this time but twelve, or at moll thirteen 
years old; and the great difturbances winch Ins mother 


B Themift. Or. xviii. p. 110, 
Marcell. Profp- Chion. 


I> Zof. lib. iv. p. 7*4- 
k Socr. lib. vi. cap. xj. p. 331- 


him with his own hand, de¬ 
manding his works (8). Aufo- 
niuB and Syminachus lived in 


great intimacy, as appears from 
iheir letters to each other (9). 


(*) AuTon. p. I. (9I 
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Judina ralfed, by warmly efpourmg the caufc of the Arlans, 
give ua room to believe, thatlhe reigned bi her Ton’s naitie> 
Under her Probus, who had been conful in 371, and pre-» 
fc£t of Illyiicum and Italy in 368, had the chief direflion 
of affairs'; but, in all matters of moment, the young prince 
had recourfe to Thcodofius"'j and Orofius ftyles Theorio- 
lius foie emperor, after the death of Gratian, of the 
Weftern, as well as the Eaflern provinces". 

The next confuls were Richomer and Clearches. The 
former was of the royal blood of the Franks, had been 
comes domeflicorun under Gratian, and was left by that 
prince with Theodollus, when created emperor. This 
year Proculus, count of the Eaft, being acciifed of extor¬ 
tion, and feveral outrages committed by his orders at 
Daphne near Antioch, was ignominioufly depofed, and 
obliged to conceal himfelf,till the rage of the multitude was 
appeafed ®. Icarius, the fon of I’heodorus, who had co-n- 
fpired againff Valcns, was appointed count of the Eaft in 
his room; which office he difeharged with great rigour and 
feverity, not fparing even the public magiftrates, whom be 
put to the rack, in defiance of the laws, fays Libanius, 
which had been but lately publilhcd. At this period, a fa¬ 
mine, attended, as ufual, with a dreadful plague, raged in 
Antioch, and moft other cities of Syria. The plague foon 
ceafed; but the famine continuing, Libanius, in the name 
of the people of Antioch, had recourfe to Icarius, entreat¬ 
ing him to relieve the poor, who had flocked from all parts 
to that metropolis, and were daily perifhing in great num¬ 
bers with hunger. But Icarius, without being in the leall 
affetled with ihcii calamity, returned no other anfwer, 
than that they were abhorred, and juftly puniftied, by the 
gods. Thcodofius, Tefolving to extirpate the idolatrous 
worfliip of the Pagan gods, enaQed feveral laws, forbidding 
all his fubjefts, on pain of death, or perpetual banifiiment, 
to offer facrificBS to idols to confiilt arufpices, or diviners 
of what denomination foever; or to praftife any of thofe 
ceremonies, which have bee-n forbidden by his Chriftian 
predeceirors(B). Theodoflus 


* Soz, lib. vii. cap. 17. p. yzo. 

•> Oi'of. lib. vii. cap. 3j. p. no. 
p> 47 '' 

V 

(B) Zofimus fells us, that 
Thcodofius proclaimed war a- 
gaioft the gods; that he at¬ 
tacked them in their temples ; 
that he proceeded with fuch fe- 


* Ambrof. ep. ii. p. 195. 
* Liban. Vit. p. 6S, Sc Oi at. xx. 

verity againft thofe who wor- 
fhipped them, that no one dared 
to own he believed there were 
gods, or ccMild, with fafety, lift 
up his eyes to heaven, and adore 
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TheodoGuS pafled mod part of this year at Conllanti- Yr. of FI. 
tiople, where he enaflcd a law, denouncing death to thofe *^ 3 *- 
who ftould marry their own nieces, or even the nieces of u (?‘ 
their wives i and brdeted ftridl fearch to be made for the 
Eiinomian, Macedonian, Atian, and Apollinarian bUhops AfaUmn 
and ckrgy, who were expelled from the city. Ii was at tmbajfy 
this aera that he received a fdemn embafly fent by the king 
of Peifia, to folicitj or rather to buy, a peace, with rich tf'rtrAa^ 
prefents, and to excufe, by his fubmiflion, all the evils, * 

which, till that time, the Romans had fuffered from the 
PerGan nation. They had lofl; their great king Sapor II. 
who died about the year 379, after having lived and reigned 
fcvcnty years. The ambadadors were fent by Sapor III. 
his fucceflbr. OrbGiis writes, that a treaty was concluded 'with 
between the Perfians and Romans, in virtue of which the '“'//om bt 
whole Eaft enjoyed a profound tranquility at the time he * 

Was compoGng his hiftory ; that is, about the year 416 p. 

The articles of this treaty are not recorded by any hiflo- 
rianj but from a law of ThcodoGus, dated the fourteenth 
of June 387, and addrefled to Gaddanes, fatapra or govern 
nor of Sophene, it appears, that the authority of the Roman 
emperors was acknowleged in that province, which, by 
moft geographers, is placed in the fouth of Armenia, and 
is reckoned, by fome hiftorians, one of the Eve provinces 
which Jovian furrendered to the Perfians. While the Per- 
fian ambafladors were at Conllantinople, a fecond fon was 


p Orof. lib. vii. cap. 35. p. izo. 


the ftars that fhine there (i). 
Libanius writes, that, on a cer¬ 
tain occafion, ftanding in need 
of the aflSllance of the gods, he 
had recourfe to their altars'; 
but, not daring to implore their 
protection, or Ihed a tear before 
their ftatueS, he only lamented 
hia unhappy condition (a). It 
was on occafion of the above- 
mentioned laws, that Libanius 
made his famous fpeech in de¬ 
fence of the temples, wherein 
he inveighs with great acrimony 
againft the monks ; blames the 
condufl of Conftantine the 
Great; extols Julian ; and ends 

(i) Ziof p. 758. (1) Lib. V 

J*n»p. p. jp—6]. (♦) Zof. p. ; 


his fpeech with threatening, 
that the country people, vvha 
were more attached to the reli¬ 
gion of their anceftors, than 
the inhabitants of the cities, 
will, if farther provoked, take 
arms, and defend them by force 
(3). The attachment of ihe 
country people, or inhabitants 
of villages, called by the Latins 
pagani, to their idols and tem¬ 
ples, gave rife to the denomi¬ 
nation of paganus or pagan, 
which began about this time to 
be given to all who wor/hipped 
idols ( 4]. 

t. p. Ss- (3) Idem, Orat. pro 

jg. Lib. Vit. p. 6 f. 
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T}.'e Hiftory of the 

borfi to tlie emperor in that city on the ninth of September. 
Theodofius gave him the name of Honorius, to honour, 
fays the poet Clauciian, the memory of his brother diflin- 
guithed him with the title of nobiliiUmus, or moft noble, 
and named him conful for the year 3B6 

I'he Sarniatians having made an irruption into the do¬ 
minions of Valentini.in, he difpatched one of his generals 
againft them, who repulfed them with great llaughter, and 
took many prifoners, who were fent to Rome, to be either 
maffjcred in the fhews of gladiators, or deftroyed by wild 
bcafts. The emperor, in the letter which he wrote to the 
fenate, acquainting them with the fuccefs that had attended 
his arms, bellowed the highell encomiums on the general 
who commanded on that occa^ion^ \'alenlinian himfelf 
continued the whole year in Italy; during the months of 
March and April he w'as at Milian ; at Aquileia in the 
month of September -, and again at Milan in 0 £lober, and 
the two remaining months of the year By a law, dated 
the twenty-fecond of March, which was this year Good- 
I’liday, he commanded all the prifoners, who were not 
charged with the enormous crimes mentioned in the law, 
to be releafed in honour of the approaching great feflival. 
This year died Vettius Agorius Pr^textatus, a perfoii 
greatly extolled, as one of the moll deferving men of his 
age, by Ammi.cius Marcellinus, who wrote his hiftory 
about this time, by Zofimus, Symmachus, Libanius, and, 
in general, by all the Pagan writers; for he was not only 
a Pagan himfelf, but aUgur, high-pontiff of Vcfta and the 
Sun, and the head of the Pagan fuperftition. About this 
lime Symmachus was appointed prefeft of Rome, in which 
employment he acquitted himfelf with great reputation, 
ami procured a law from the emperor, moderating the ex- 
pences of the new confuls, prtEtors, and quteftors. The 
confuls ufed, agreeably to a cuftom which then prevailed, 
to fend rich prefents to their friends, and to all'perfons of 
diftinflion ; and the prsetors and qua;ftors to expend im- 
menfe fums in the public fports, which they were bound to 
exhibit. The value of the.prefents to be given by the con- 
fuls, and the fums to be laid out in the public fhews by the 
two other magiftrates, were fixed by this law, and thofc 
declared infamous who fhould folicit an exemption from it 

A famine being apprehended in Rome, in confequence 
of the fcarclty of corn in Africa, which ufed of late years 

q Claud, de Ser. p. 194. 'Socr. lib. v. cap. ix. p. 171. Theoph. 
p, 59. • Symin. lib. x. ep. 61. p. > Cod. Tticod Chron. 

p. III. <■ Symm. ep. ai. p. ^.o:. Sc cod. Theodor, tit. 5. 

p. 381. 384. 

to 
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to fupply that metropolis, Thcodofius, at the requeft of 
Symmachus, delivered the Roman people from the danger 
that threatened them, by fending great plenty of grain from 
Egypt and Maccdon. For this feafunable fupply, Symma- 
chus returned thanks, not only to Theodofius, but to count 
Ricomer, and likewife to Ruhnus, who, it feems, made al¬ 
ready fomc figure in the emperor’s court. The great pov/er 
be afterwards acquired docs not redound to the honour of 
TheodoGus. Valeniinian paGed the Grfl fix months of this 
year at Milan, and the retl either at Aquileia or Verona. 
Though he enadled feveral excellent laws in favour of the 
church, yet he fufFcred his mother Jultina to perfecute and 
opprefs the Catholics, bccaufc they would not yield the 
great church of Milan to the Arians, whom flic counte¬ 
nanced and protefted *. Theodofius continued all this 
time at Conftantinople, where a dangerous confpiracy was 
formed againfl; him ; but difeovered a little before it was 
ripe for execution. Moft of the confpirators were appre¬ 
hended, tried, and fentenced to death ; but Theodofius ge- 
neroufly pardoned them, and would not allow any enqui¬ 
ries to be made after their accomplices, though fome 
perfons, in whom he repofed great confidence, were fuf- 
pedled *. 

Not long after died at Conftantinople the emperor’s 
daughter Pulcheria, who was foon followed by the emprefs 
Flaccillaher mother, to the great grief of Theodofius, who 
was a no lefs lender father than hufband. 1 he emprefs 
died at Scotuminum in Thrace, where ftie was drinking the 
waters for the recovery of her health ; but her body was 
brought to Conftantinople, and interred with extraordinary 
pomp and magnificence. The next confuls were Hono- 
rius, ftyled in the fafti, nohiliflimus puer, and Evodius, 
perhaps the prcfc£t of Gaul under Maximus. Theodofius 
continued at Conftantinople till the third of September, 
when he is fuppofed to have left that metropolis, in order 
to march againlt the Greuthongi, who were ready to pafs 
the Danube, and invade the empire, under the conduct of 
Odotheus, whom Claudian honours with the title of kingJ. 
The Barbarians were attacked, and totally defeated, by the 
two emperors Theodofius and Arcadius, who returned to 
Conftantinople with an incredible number of captives, and 
entered that city in triumph on the twelfth of Oftober. 

The emperor, foon after his return to Conftantinop e, 
married to his fecond wife Galla, fifter to Valentiniaii 1 * 

? Themift. Oral- xix. p. 131- yCJaud, 
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and daughter to Valentinian I. by the cmprcfa Juftina. Ho 
had by her a fon called Gratian, ■tifho died before bis fa-r 
thcr, and a daughter pamed Galla Flacidia, of whom wo 
fhall have frequent bccafion to fpcak in the reign of her 
brother Honorius, and her fon Valentinian III*. Valen¬ 
tinian was at Milan on the eighteenth of January; at Ti- 
cinutn or Pavia on the-fifteenth of February ; at Aquileia 
on the twentieth of April j at Milan during the months of 
June and July ; at Aquileia on the third of November ; and 
again at Milan on the eighteenth of the fame month,, and 
on the third of December*. 

The next confuls were the emperor Valentinian the third 
time, and Eutropius, who. haiTbeen prpconful of Aha, and 
afterwards prefeft of the Eaft. In the beginning of this 
year, 387, Theodofius publifhed a law, addreffed to all 
the cities of the Eaft, enjoining the magiftrates to honour 
the fblemnity of Eafter, by fetting at liberty fuch as, on 
the approach of that great feftival, they (houkt find in 
their prifons, unlefs (hey had been confined for very enor¬ 
mous crimes. It was on this occafion that the emperor 
uttered thofe memorable words ; “ I wifh it were in my 
power tP reftore life to tbe dead*.” Theodofius, find¬ 
ing the treafury exhaufted, and being on the other hand 
obliged to celebrate, according to cuftom, the fifth year 
of the reign ,of his fon Arcadins, to which he added, it 
feems, the folemnity of the tenth year of his own reign, 
though he was then only in bis ninth, an extraordinary tax 
was laid on the people to defray that expence ‘; for we are 
told, that on fuch occalions, each foldier received five pieces 
A rtditkn '*• hloft cities fubmitted chearfully to this burden j 

at fn- but the people of Antioch complaining of it as an unrea- 
fonahle oppreflion, crouded to thehoufe of Flavianus their 
bilhpp, as foon as the edi£I was pubHflied, to implore his. 
protediion i but not finding him they returned to the forum, 
and would have torn the governor of the city, in pieces, had 
pot the officers who attended him, with much difficulty, rce 
ftrained the enraged multitude till he made his efcape. Be¬ 
ing prevented frbin venting their fury upon him, they fell 
upon the emperor’s ftatues, broke'fome pf them, and drag- 

E d others, ^hh the ftatues of bis two fons, Arcadiqs and: 

onorius, of the late emprefs Flaccilla, and of h^s father 
Theodofius, through the chief f^reet? pf the city, uttering 
^he whplc titne inoft injurious and abufiTC reffed^rons againft 
their pcrfpns, Having demolifhed molt of the empcroi^, 

zPtiiloll. li^, X. cap. 7, p. 1}^. ■ ^od, Ttwod. Cbroik p> 

Vi—% ChryT. tom. I-Oral. vt. p. c Libaq. 

K’iV.'-.f •. Ammian. p. J14. ^\S^. 

' ' ftatue?. 
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{tatuesi they fet fire to the houfc of one of the principal ci¬ 
tizens, to whom they bore fomc hatred ; and would have 
committed other diforders, had they not been difperfed by 
a body of archers, who, by wounding only two of the rab¬ 
ble, ftruck terror into all the reft. 'I he governor, hearing 
the archers were come, ftewed himfclf to the multitude, 
and, with an air of authority, commanded them to difperfe, 
and retire to their houfes. Thus was the fedition quelled, 
and the city reftored by noon to its former tranquility. 

The two perfons, who had been wounded by the archers, 
being taken, informed againfi: their accomplices, who were 
all by different ways put to death by the governor of the 
city: fome were beheaded, others expofed to the wild 
beafts in the theatre, and fomc burnt alive; he did not 
even fpare the children M'ho had infulted the emperor’s 
ftatues ; and caufed fevcral perfons to be executed who had 
been fpeftators only of the injuries offered'. While the 
cruel governor was proceeding with inexorable feverity 
againfi the unhappy Antiochians,almofl without dillindlion 
of guilty or innocent, a report was fpread, that a body of 
troops was ordered to plunder the city, and put all the in¬ 
habitants to the fword, without diltiniftion of fex, agej or 
condition. Hereupon the populous metropolis of Syria 
was at once turned into a defert, the citizens abandoning, 
in the utmoft terror and confufion, their dwellings, and re* 
tiring with their wives and families to mountains and dc- 
ferts. As that report proved groundlefs fomc returned to 
their native country; but the far greater part, dreading the 
cruelty of the governor, and the refentment of the emperor, 
kept themfelvcs concealed in the neighbouring cities, or 
amongll the rocks and mountains (C). In the mean time 

* Chryf. Homil. iii.p. ^j.Tbcod. lib. v. cap. 19. p. yji.Lib.p. 397. 


fC) To thofe who returned, 
St. Chryfoflom preached fome 
pf thofe inimitable homilies, 
which have reached our times, 
and are wonderfully adapted to 
induce them tn repentance, and 
to make them confidcr the dan- 
er that threatened them, as 
rawn down from heaven by 
Iheir fins (i.), The eloquence 

(1) Vide Chryf. Horn. ii. p. 
tiom-i». p. 54. ■ . (a> Idem, 

P- 74 -f' (♦) 0 “*’ * 


and zeal of the preacher, joined 
to the apprehenfion they wer* 
under of the edefts of the em¬ 
peror's indignation, wrought 
a great change in that llcentioui 
and diffolute people, as appears 
not only from St. Chryfofloni 
himfelffi), but from Sjzo- 
men (3), and even from Li: 
banius(4). 
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Theodoflus being informed of what had paffed at Antioch, 
and particularly of the infults offered to his (fatucs, and to 
thofe of big father, of chelate emprefs, and of his children, 
was provoked to fuch a degree, that, in the firfl; tranfports 
of his fury, he commanded the city to be laid in aflies, and 
the inhabitants, without di(lin£lion of fex or age, to be 
malfacrcd, This order fhews that he was naturally cho¬ 
leric, and apt to enter into the molt violent meafures. He 
was the more incenfed, as he had diltinguilhed Antioch by 
particular marks of favour. He defigned to relide there 
pccafionally i and with chat view had built a magnificent 
palace at Daphne, and another in the old city, betides fe- 
veral other ftruftures, with which he had at a great ex¬ 
pence embellifhed that metropolis But nothing incenfed 
him fo much againft that ungrateful city, as their having 
outrageoufly infulted even the dead, that is, his father, and 
the emprefs Flaccilla, However, as his wrath was foon 
appealed, he revoked the order he had given, and con¬ 
tented himfelf for the prefent with cauling the public baths, 
the theatre, and the circus to be fhut up, with degrading 
the city from the rank of a metropolis, and fubje£ling it as 
a common village to its rival Laodicea A certain quan¬ 
tity of bread was daily diffributed among the poor, as at 
Rome and Conlfantinople ; and pf this bounty too the em¬ 
peror thought fit to deprive them. 

Thefe punifhments Theodofius inflifled on the Antio- 
cbians in general; but at the faipe time he difpatched Cx- 
farius, magifler ofBciprum, and RUebiebus, magifler mi- 
litum, or general, with power to try and punifh thofe who 
had been concerned in the late riot. As the judges apr 
proached the city, al) the people went out to meet thenq, 
and were received, efpecially by Ellebichus, in a very oblig¬ 
ing manner, which, in fome degree, allayed their fears. 
Next morning the two commifConers, having placed guards 
in the fevcral quarters of the city to reltrain the people from 
afl'emhiing, fummoned all the members of the fenate or 
public council, examined them concerning the late riot, 
beard with great patience what tffey alleged in their own 
defence, and in that of their fellow-citiaens ; and after va¬ 
rious enquiries difmifled them, highly fatished with the 
treatment they ha<f Fcceived, cfpccially from Ellebichus, 
who could refrajn frpm teays when they, throwing 
themfelves at his feet, implpred his protet^lion. The comr 
pafhon aiyd good-nafure he fhewed on this pecaGon revived 
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Ac Twliolc city ; their fears began to fubfide, and joy an- ’ 
pcared in every countenance. 

But the fcene foon changed for Ellcbichus having cauf- EUic^ui 
cd great numbers of perfons of all ranks to be feized in the o/t/if ’ 
night, upon private informations, repaired early next morn- 
ing to the place where juftice was ufually adminiftered ; ‘thtulm's 
and, ordering the prifoiiers to be brought in chains before 
his tribunal, fentenced fuch of them to death as owned their ' 

crime, and ordered thofe who denied it to be cruelly racked, 
without fhcwing the leaft pity or compafTion, as if he had 
changed his nature. Thofe who had feen him the Hay be¬ 
fore could fcarce perfuade themfelvcs that he was the fvime 
man ; for, not fatislied with caufing perfons of the firlt 
' quality to be racked and tortured like fo many Haves, he 
uttered dreadful menaces againll the whole ciiy, threaten¬ 
ing to put the inhabitants, without dilfindlion of age, fex, 
or condition, to the fword, unlefs they redeemed them¬ 
felvcs, and their children, from impending ruin, by a 
timely difeovery, not only of the authors and ringleaders 
of the late treaionable and wicked attempts, but of all who 
had been any way concerned in them. St. Chryfoftoni, 
who was an eye-witnefs of all that palTed, gives us a lively, 
but dreadful defeription of this fcene of horror, which he 
compares to that of the lall day, when all diftinflion of 
birth, wealth, and rank, will ccafe, and every one be pu- 
niflied or rewarded according to his deferis**. Multitudes 
were dragged in chains from every quarter of the city to 
the tribunal of the inexorable judges, who, unmoved with 
their {ears, and deaf to the intreaties of their relations, 
after a fljort hearing, either fentenced them to death, or 
ordered them to be racked till they owned themfelves 
guilty, and difeovered their accomplices. St. Chryfoftom 
mentions a lady of the firft quality, who feeing her Ion ap¬ 
prehended by an officer on horfeback, feized his bridle, and 
fuffered herfelf to be dragged in that manner through the 
ftreets to- the tribunal, where, with her hair diffievelled, 
and bathed in tears, fhe threw herfelf at the feet of Elle- 
biehus ; but he, deaf to all intreaties, piirfued his enqui¬ 
ries with fuch rigour, as threw the whole city into the ut- cf^ry. 
tnoff confufion. St. Chryfoftom, who, with fome others Jo^Qm and 
of the facerdotal order, was admitted into the hall where rV htrmm 
the criminals were examined and tortured, exerted all his 
eloquence to move the judges to compaffion ; and was. 
jconded by the hermits, wHq were very numerous in the 
pcighbourhood of Antioch, where they led a retired life dtmuetJ, 
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anion'gd the adjacent mountainsbut quitting their foli- 
tude, they had thronged to the city on this extraordinary 
hccafion, to comfort wdth their prefence the difconfolate 
citizens, and try whether they could raife any fentiments of 
humanity or commiferation in the hearts of their judges. 

Macedonius, an anchoret, univerfally efteeined and re¬ 
vered for his fanftity, diftinguifhed himfelf above the reft 
for meeting Ellebichus and Crefarius on hoifeback in the 
forum, laying hold of one of them by his garment, hecont- 
manded them both, with an air of authority, to difmount. 
As neither of them knew him, they were not a little fur- 
prifed that a perfon, in appearance fo mean and contempti¬ 
ble, ftioiild dare to fpeak in fucb a ftyle ; but they were no 
fooncr informed who he was, than difmounting from their' 
borfes, they threw themfelves at his feet; when the holy 
anchoret addrefting them in the Syriac tongue, ‘‘ The em¬ 
peror (faid he), however diftinguifhed by his imperial digi- 
nity, is ftill a man *, and therefore ought toconlider his-na- 
tiire as well as his rank. Thofe whom he commands dre 
of the fame nature with himfelf, and the images of tbh 
Supreme Being : let him therefore take care not to provoke 
the Almighty, by deftroying the living images of the di¬ 
vine nature, for an affront offered to the inanimate repre- 
fentations of his body. Other ftatues may be cafily raifed 
in the room of thofe that have been demolifhed ; but he, 
notwithftanding his boafted power, is not able to make the 
Icaft reparation for a fingle life which he has once taken 
away We are told, that both Ellebichus and Caefarius 
heard thefc words with the greateft refpefl and veneration, 
and immediately acquainted the emperor with the tranfac- 
tion. The judges having, at the requeft of the ecclcfiaftics 
and hermits, agreed to fufpend the execution of the cri¬ 
minals, till the emperor’s further pleafure was known, 
thofe who had been found guilty were conducted, under a 
ftrong guard, to the public prifon, and the reft difiniffed. 
Amongft the former were the icnate or council, that is, all 
the chief men in the city, whofc eftates were immediately 
feized, together with their houfes and effefts, their wivek 
and children being driven out by the officers of the revenue, 
and obliged to lie in the ftreets, their friends and neareft 
relations fearing, left, by harbouring them, they (hould be 
involved in the ruin of their hufbands and fathers 

The hermits having obtained of the judges a reprieve fot 

the criminals,, did not doubt bdt they fliould prevail uj^oft 
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tlic emperor to pardon them. For this purpofe they re- 
folved to repair to Conftantinople, and throw themfclvca 
at the prince’s feet; but Ellebichus and Casfarius, afFeQcd 
with their zeal, and unwilling they fliould expofc them- 
felves to the fatigue and inconveniencies of fo long a jour¬ 
ney, advifed them to draw up a memorial in behalf of the 
unhappy citizens, and undertook to prefent it to the em- »/. a 
peror. The hermits followed their advice, and leaving the “o'/a/ ia 
memorial in their hands, returned the fame day to their 
mountains and deferts k Upon their departure it was ™* 
agreed between Ellebichus and Csefarius, that the former 
fliould remain at Antioch, and the latter carry the memo¬ 
rial to the emperor. Accordingly Cxfarius purfued his 
journey with fuch expedition, that the fixth day about noon 
he reached Conftantinople, diflant about five hundred miles 
from Antioch In the mean time Ellebichus caufed thofc 
who had been condemned to be removed from the public 
prifon to a more convenient place, allowing them the li¬ 
berty of taking the air in the gardens belonging to the 
building, and feeing their friends and relations. 

The Antiochians, dreading the effefts of the emperor’s Fl.iviamis, 
refentment, had deputed, a few days after the riot was 
pommitted,. Flavianus, bifhop of the place, to intercede 
with Theodofius in their behalf. Flavianus had met Elle- the emperor 
bichus and Cxfarius on the road, who acquainted him with in ikir 
fhe commiflion they were going to execute at Antioch. 

The holy bifhop, on hearing it, ourft into tears; but ne- 
yerthelefs purfued his journey, ftill hoping he fliould be 
able to foften the emperor into compaffion. The day after 
bis arrival at Conftantinople, he appeared at court; but 
flood at a diftance from Theodofius, filent, arid bathed in 
tears, as if he dared not look up, or approach him. But the 
emperor no fooner obferved him, than he flew to him, not to, 
ppbraid him for undertaking the defence of the rebefliou* 
city, but tp juftify his own condudl, and complain of the 
pngrateful return the Antiochians had made for the many 
favours he bad heaped upon them. Flavianus, burftmg mta 

tears, anfwered, that the fevereft punifhment he could m- 
flia was too fnild and gentle for the enormous crimes they 
had committed, and their undutiful return to fo indulgent 
a prince; but at the fame time affirmed, that to forgive 
one’s enemies was a duty incumbent upon every Chriltian ; 
that, from his pardoning fuch enormous offences, great 
glory would redound to the religion he profeffed ; that the 
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Jews, Grccicf, and Barbarians, would admire and extol the 
purity of its morals. He added, that now an opportunity 
offered of making himfelf a tailing inilancc to all poflerity 
of humanity and good-nature; and feafonably reminded 
him of the order lie had iffued this very year, commanding 
all piifoners to be releafed againd the folemnity of Bailer, 
and of the memorable words he uttered on that occafion ; 
namely, “ I wiih it were in my power to recal the dead 
from their graves, and rcilore them to life.” 

This admirable fpeech, which is related at large by St. 
Chryfoilom, made fo deep an impreiEon on the mind of the 
emperor, that he could not refrain from tears, nor forbear 
exclaiming, that he pardoned the ungrateful city, and re- 
ftored the inhabitants, however guilty, to his favour. Such 
is the account of St. Chryfoilom ”. Bpt Libanus ” and 
Theodoret p tells us, that the emperor, though greatly 
moved by the fpeech of Flavianus, did not grant a general 
pardon till the arrival of Crefarius; who, prefenting the 
memorial of the hermits, and at the fame time pleading 
with great energy in favour of the unhappy city, which, 
he faid, had been already fuihciently puniihed, prevailed 
upon him to grant a general pardon. He therefore wrote 
a letter to the citizens of Antioch, iliewing, that it was not 
without reafon he had treated them with fo much feverity, 
after they had, in fuch an outrageous manner, infulted his 
deceafed father and wife. He added, that as his anger, 
however juil, was foon appeafed, he pardoned all without 
exception, whether condemned to death or baniilrment, 
reilored to the inhabitants their effates, their lliews, baths, 
theatres, and territory, and to their city the privileges and 
rights of a metropolis. He concluded with expreflions of 
the deeped concern for the death of thofe who had been 
condemned by the governor, and executed without his 
knowlege- This letter the emperor delivered to Flavianus, 
that he might have the honour of carrying the joyful tid¬ 
ings to the difconfolate city; but the holy bilhop, impa¬ 
tient to put a period to the afflidliDn of his people, yielded 
that honour to another, whom he thought capable of per¬ 
forming the journey with more expedition. It is more eafy 
to conceive than exprefs the joy which the arrival of the 
meffenger caufed in Antioch. St. Chryfodom, to whom 
we refer our readers, deferibes at large vvbat pafled on this 
occafion, and concludes with thefe words : " Let the Pa¬ 
gans be afhamed, or rather' jnftrufled; and learning our 
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pliilofopliy of an emperor, and a bithop, renounce tlieir 
errors, and embrace a religion which encourages and pro¬ 
duces fuch eminent virtues 

While thefe things paffed in the Eaft, the boundlefs am¬ 
bition of Maximus raifed much greater difturbancesin the 
Weft. That ufurper, not fatisfied with the provinces 
wljich had been governed by Gratian, parted this year the 
Alps, with a defign to feize on Vaicntinian’s (hare alfo j 
and meeting with no oppofition, marched to Milan, where 
Valentinian ufually refided. The young prince, not find¬ 
ing himfelf in a condition to oppofe him, fled firft to Atjui- 
Icia, and from thence, being clofely purfued by Maximus, 
to Thertalonica, -with his mother Jiiftina, and the prefeft 
Probus, to implore the proteddion and artiftance of J heo- 
dofius That pious prince, in a letter addreffed to Va¬ 
lentinian, in anfwer to one he had received from his mo¬ 
ther Juftina, told him, that he was not at all furprifed at 
the progrefs Maximus had made, nor at the ill fuccefs that 
attended his afl^airs, fince the tyrant had prote£led, and he 
perfecuted the orthodox faith ; for Valentinian had not 
only embraced the doiflrine of Arius, but perfecuted the 
orthodox prelates, and driven feveral of them from their 
fees, at the inftigation of his mother Juftina, a moft zea¬ 
lous Arian. Soon after, Theodofius removed from Con- 
ftantinople, attended by feveral members of that fenate, 
to ThelTalonica, in order to cotifole the young prince, who 
had taken refuge in his dominions. Upon his arrival, he 
repaired to the palace where Valeiuiiiiaii was lodged j and 
after having alTured him, that he was refolved to employ 
all the forces of the Halt in his defence, he prevaded upon 
him to renounce the Arian impiety, as the only obfta^cle to 
the fuccefs which they might expedl: from Heaven, buidas 
relates the difeourfe which Theodofius made on that lub- 
jea. Zofinius writes, that in a great council held at 1 hel- 
falonica, all the counfellors to a man were of opinion, that 
war fhould be immediately declared againft Maximus , but 
that Theodofius, forefeeing and dreading the evils iiifepar- 
ablc from a civil war, feiit firft ambartadors to the tyrant, 
ferioufly exhorting him to reftore to yalentmian the ufurp- 
cd provinces, and content himfelf with Gaul, Spam, and 
Britain, which had been yielded to him at hrit . 

Maximus would not, it feems, hearken to any prcpofals ; 
for this very year he befieged Aquile.a, which he reduced, 
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(lotwulidaniiing the vigorous retiftance .of the Inhabitants, 
as he did Quaderna, ^nonla, Mutina, KTicgium, Placen¬ 
tia, and feveral other cities in Italy i being in the cnfu- 
ing year acknowleged at Rome, and in all the provinces of 
AfricaTheodofius finding a war inevitable, fpcnt the 
remaining part of this, and the firfl: months of the follow¬ 
ing year 388, when he was conful the fecond time with 
Cynegius, in making the neceflary preparations for carry¬ 
ing it on with vigour. His army confilted chiefly of Goths, 
Hunns, Alans, and other Barbarians, whom he enlided in 
the feivice, to prevent their raifing commotions on the 
frontiers. He appointed Promotus, general of the horfc, 
and Timafius of the infantry. Having committed the go¬ 
vernment of the Eaftern provinces to fuch perfons as he 
knew would, in his abfence, confult the welfare of his fub- 
jefts, and maintain the public tranquillity, he departed 
from Theflalonica in the beginning of the fuminer, march¬ 
ing with great expedition through Illyricum, with a defign 
to furprife Maximus, who had not yet taken the field, but 
continued, without the lead apprehenfion of danger, in 
Aquileia. Andragathius, one of the ufurper’s generals, a 
man of great courage and experience, had been appointed 
to guard the pafles of the Julian Alps ; but a report being 
fpread, that Theodofius defigned to pafs the Ionian fea, 
and invade Italy, he was ordered to quit thofe pafles, and 
to man what (hips he could with the utmod expedition, in 
order to intercept the emperor in his paflage. Thus was 
Maximus deprived of the aflldance of that excellent com¬ 
mander, and of the flower of his troops, who were em¬ 
ployed in manning the fleet which Andragathius aflembled, 
purfuant to his orders, on the coad of the Ionian fea. In 
the mean time ^rheodofius, entering Pannonia, advanced 
to Scifeia, now SeiiTeg, before the enemy had the lead in¬ 
timation of his approach. However, the general who 
commanded the troops of Maximus in that neighbourhood, 
having afTembled them with incredible expedition, attacked 
Theodofius as he was pafllng the Save ; out his army was 
defeated, and himfelf drowned in the river. 

From Scifeia the emperor advanced to Petovla, now Pet- 
taw, on the Drave; where he was oppofed by Marcellinus, 
the brother of Maximus, at the head of an army much more 
numerous than his own. However, the enaperor offered him 
battle, which he readily accepted; hut was entirely defeated, 
though his men fought with extraordinary courage and refo- 
lution. We are not told, that Maximus was prefent at cither 
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of tViefc battles: but he rnuft. have at lead advanced to fup- 
port his generals; for both Pacatus " and iSt. Ambrofe • 
write, that, after his forces were twice defeated, he fled, 
with the troops that attended him, and with the remains of 
his fliattcred army, to Aquileia, whither Theodofius pur- 
fued him, having detached Arbogaftes before to invert the 
place, and prevent the tyrant from making his cfcapc. Zo- 
iinius relates, that the emperor, arriving foon after, took the 
town by afl'ault * ) and Socrates affirms, that it was deliver¬ 
ed up to him by the foldiers of Maximus r. However, it Max'mui 
is certain, that the tyrant was feized, according to fome, taken, 
by h is own men ; according to others, by the foldiers of 
Theodofius, who had entered the place, and dragged in 
chains to the emperor, encamped about three miles from 
the city- Theodofius reproached him with the death of 
Gratian, and his unbounded ambition, which had excited 
hiih to murder one brother, and drive the other out of his 
dominions. As Ma.\imus was, or at Icaft pretended to be, 
touched with remorfe for the crimes he had committed, and 
publicly owned he had no claim or title to the power he had 
ufurped, Theodofius began to behold him with an eye of 
compaffion; a circumftance which thofe about him obferv- yr, of FI 
ing, and fearing he might pardon him, they removed him »'35. 
out of the emperor's fight, and, without waiting his orders, A. D. 38?. 
ftruck off his head. He was executed at a place about three nj*. 
miles diftance from Aquileia, on the tweiity-fevcnth of Au- 
guft, according to Socrates ; or on the twenty-eight of Ju- 
ly, as Idatius maintains. 

' Maximus had left his fon Viflor, whom he had declared f^irtor the 
Auguftus, in Gaul, to awe the inhabitants of that province J""" 
during his abfence, Againft him Theodofius difpatched 
Arbogaftes, who took him prifoner, after having difperfed Caut, anJ 
the troops that attended him, and put him to death *. Zo- put to 
firhus calls him a youth; but all other writers ftyle him an dfoik. 
infant. Andragathius, hearing of the defeat and death of 
Maximus, as he was cruifing in the Ionian Gulf, threw 
himfelf headlong into the fea, and was drowned, choofing 
that kind of death, to prevent a more ignominious fate, 
which, as Gratian had been feized and murdered by him, 
he had rcafon to apprehend. Orofius writes, that he was 
overcome in battle *; and St. Ambrofe fays, that he had 
joined Maximus before his defeat, and perifhed foon after 
Thus ended a war, which at firft threatened the empire with 
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tlie tnofl horrid calamities; and the glorjf which TheodO- 
fius acquired by his vi£tory was greatly heightened by his 
moderation and clemency ; for, immediately after the death 
of Maximus, he publiflied a general amnelly, and was fo 
far from perfecuting the friends and relations of the ufurper, 
that he would not even fuifer them to be reproached with 
their rebellion. No man was banilhed, fays Pacatus, no 
man’s eftate was confifeated; and thofe who deferred, and 
would have fuffered, the mod cruel death under any other 
prince, were difmifled by Theodofius, without anger 
Thofe who had with molt warmth efpoufed the tyrant's 
caufe, were allowed to return unhurt, continues the fame 
author, to their wives and children, to enjoy their edates 
unmoleded, and with them the fame rank, dignity, and 
honours, by which they had been didinguidied before the 
rebellion. The wife and daughters of Maximus had been 
taken, and confined in a public prifon, by feme of the em¬ 
peror’s officers ; a circumdance which the humane prince 
no fooner knew than he ordered them to be fet at liberty, 
fettled a confiderable penfion upon them, and charged one 
of their kinfmen to take care, that no one injured or infulted 
them But what St. Ambrofe, and Zofimus himfelf, ex¬ 
tol mod in Theodofius, was his not only redoring to Va- 
lentinian his owm ihare, when no one was in a condition to 
difpute the pofleflion of the whole empire, but his gener- 
oufly relinquiffiing Gaul, Spain, and Britain, which, before 
the revolt of Maximus, had been held by his brother Gra- 
tian. He was fatisfied, fays Ambrofe, with the good he 
had done, without reaping any advantage from it for him¬ 
felf, though no one could have blamed him, had he retain¬ 
ed fome of thofe provinces, confidering the immenfe charge 
he had been at in redoring the young prince to the quiet 
pofleffioii of the red. As Judina the mother of Valentiniaii 
died about this time, Theodofius, during the three years he 
continued in the Wed, governed in the name of that prince, 
who was, at the death of his mother, fcarce fcvcntcen years 
old, and confequently not yet equal to fo great a charge 

While Theodofius was purfuing the war in Illyricum, a 
report was fpread at Condantinople, that his army was cut 
off, and he himfelf in great danger of falling into the hands 
of the ufurper. In confequence of this report, the Arians, 
whom he had provoked, by driving them from their 
churches, rifing in the night-time, fet fire to the houfe of 
Neifarius, the orthodox bifhop of Condantinople, whope- 
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rlflicil ill the flijnies, and committed fcveral otlicr diforders". 

But intelligence of the entire defeat of the ufurper being 
bn,light foon after to that metropolis, tlie Arians, dreading 
the elTefts of the emperor’s imiign'ation, had recoiirfe to tl.e 
rlemcncy of Arcadius, whom Iheodolius had left at Cor.- 
flantinople ; and the young prince not only forgave them Ti:codoj:m 
himfelf, but prevailed upon liis father to confirm the par- P°<'‘lons 
lion which he had granted ^ The emperor was at y\qui- 
leia on the twcnty-lecond of September; but on the tenth 
of October at Milan, where he feems to have palled the Ihii Area- 
winter 6. Being informed, while he refilled in that city, ‘f'm- 
that the Chrillians had burnt a fynagogue ol the Jews, ami 
a temple of the Pagans, at Callinieum in l\lefo|)ot.imia, he 
cnnilcinned the billiopof the place to rehuihl the lynagogne 
at his own expenec, and ordered iliofe who had been con¬ 
cerned in cither of thofe riots, to be puiiiflicd with the iit- 
niolt feverity : but St. Ambrofe, thinking a prince, who had 
lately overlooked much greater dilordera in (he Arian.s,ought 
not to c.xcrt fo much rigour againfl an orthodo.x bifliop, and 
his people, wrole to him from Aquileia in their favour; 
and, upon hi.s tcuun to Milan, perfuaded the emperor, hy 
a fpcech which he pronounced in the great church, to re¬ 
voke the order he had given 

About the end of this year, the fenate of Rome tlif- 
patehed deputies to Theodofius, earneflly entreating him 
to reltore to its former place the altar of Vicloiy, which had 
been removed hy Graiian. The emperor fccnied at lirft ni- 
clined to grant their requeP. ; hut was afterwards perfuaded 
by St. Ambrofe to deny it. However, Symmachus, the 
chief of the dcputie.s, a matt uriivcrfally clleemed for his 
eloquence, and greatly beloved hy the Pagans, on account 
of his zeal for the ancient religion of the Romans, in a pa¬ 
negyric which he pronounced foon after on 'ihcodofius, re¬ 
newed the fame requeft in the name of the fenate ; which lo T/ir/V n- 
provoked the emperor, that he immediately ordered him to re- 
be put that inllant into a chariot, in order to be conveyed 
into banifhment, forbidding him, under the fevered penal- 
ties, ever to come within a hundred miles of Rome *. The but ricalt- 
emperor’s indignation feemed the more jud, as Symma- td, 
chus had been but very lately pardoned, when accufed 
by his enemies of treafon, in having pronounced a panegy¬ 
ric during the war on the ufurper Maximus. However, as 
Theodofius was never more ready to pardon, than when he 

f Socr. lib. V. cap. 13. p. 17*- Sdz. lib. vii. cap. 14.. p. 7IZ, 713. 
g Cod. Theod. lib. xv. tit, 14. leg. 6. p, 4.09. & leg. vii, p. 410. 

•i Ambrof. Apol. 17, i». Vit. p. 83, 84. 1 Socrat. lib. v. cap. 

14. p. a73. Profp. de Promill'. lib. iii. cap, v*- P- • 49 - 
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feemeJ mod provoked, the friends of Symraachus no fooncf 
fpokc in his behalf, than the emperor recalled him, reftored 
him to his former rank, and, to convince the world, that 
, he retained no refentment againll him, railed him two years 
after to the confular dignity. 

Sivtral This year 1 licodolius cnaffed feveral laws againfl, heretics, 
laiv! of pue dated the fecoiid of March, forbidding them, efpecially 
thu ])ear, Apollitiariaiis, to hold all'emblies, to have bilhops or 

againft he- hve 111 citics, to appear at court, or to prelent 

rettes- any petition to the emperor''. The fame prohibition was 
renewed by another law, dated the fourtL'cnih of June *. 
Idy another enaiffed two days after, all public difputes con¬ 
cerning religion were lorbidden under the Icrereft penalties. 
A law, dated the twenty-ninth of February, declares all 
marriages betwecti Jews and Cbiiltians unlawful, and lub- 
jetls the coiuracfing parties to the piinilliinents due to adul¬ 
tery; another, addrelled to Cynegius, prohibits any one to 
Yr of FI. marry his brother’s wife, or his own wife’s filler. Theo- 
»®39- dofius, who was at Milan on the twenty-fecond of May, left 
U that city fooii after, and repaired to lloiiie with young Va- 

■ ■ ' T- and his fon Honorius, wdioni he had feiit for from 

Iheoiiofiiis Conflantinople, after the defeat of Maximus. He entered 
goes to that metropolis in triumph on the thirteenth of June ; and 
Rame. a days after Latinus Pacatiis Drepanius, an orator of 
Gaul, pronounced his panegyric iti tlie fciiatc, the emperor 
himfcif being prefent. The orator takes notice ot his libera¬ 
lity towards ihe people on that occ.ifioi), of his aflability 
and condcfceiifion, not only in viewing the raiities of the 
city, but in entering the lioulVs of private pcifons, which 
gained him the hearts of the Roman people™. The poet 
Claudiaii tells us, that at Piomc he received ambafradors 
from the king of Pcrfia, to treat about a peace between the 
two empires 

The converlion of the fciiate and people of Rome to the 
Clinftiau religion was owing, according to Prudentius, to 
Endea- 1 heodofius’s journey; not that he ufed any violence, fays 
T/oBrj to ^hal writer, for lie iiulillerently railed Pagans and Chriflians 
‘lair^m“^° to the hrlt employments in the Hate ; but fo great was the 
tUtme- force of his example, that few, either in die fenate, or 
trtpuUi. among the people, were fo attached to their errors, as to 
withllanil it. Piudcntiiis mentions feveral illuftrious fami¬ 
lies, converted, on this occafion, to the true religion ; name¬ 
ly, the families of the Paulini, of the Raili, of the Annii, 
and of the Gracchi, at that time the moft ancient and noble 

It Cod. Theod. Ub. XV. til, V. leg. 14. p. 130. * Cod. Theod. 

lib. xvi. tit. 5. leg. 15. p. 131. "v Soa, p. 173. Rttf- hh. h, 

cap. i7-p-185. X Claud, p. 176. 
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family iii Rome. The people, continues that writer, flocked 
to the L'dteran chuch, to receive the facred fign of the royal 
chrifm, and to the Vatican, to vifit the afhea of the father of 
the faith ; meaning, we imagine, St. Peter, who was then 
fuppofed to have planted the faith in Rome. The idols, fays 
St. Jerom, were pulled down iheirtemples abandoned ; and 
the gods, once fo much revered, left in their niches alone, or 
attended only by mice or owls : the Capitol, (continues the 
fame writer)formerly fo much frequented, is now turned in¬ 
to a defect; the other temples are covered with dull, and 
filled with cobwebs ; the whole city crowds to the tombs of 
the martyrs; and the people,pafling by thofe ancient temples, 
behold them with joy ready to fall, and bury the gods under 
their ruins. Rome forfakes Jupiter, and his temples, dc- 
fpifes his ceremonies, and is afhamed of the wotlhip for¬ 
merly paid him Theodofius, however, would not fuffer 
the (latues of the gods, many of which were the work of 
the bell artificers of antiquity, to be dellroyed ; but ordered 
them to be removed from the places where they had been 
adored, to the public fquares, where they ferved as orna¬ 
ments to the city P. Theodofius remained only three months 
at Rome. In that fliort time he not only ferioully applied 
himfclf to the fuppreflion of idolatry, but with indefatigable 
care laboured to reform many abufes, which had long pre¬ 
vailed in the city He enatled a law, dated the feventeenth 
of June, ordering all the Manichees to be expelled the city, 
ami declaring them incapable of receiving legacies, or leav¬ 
ing any thing by will even to their children. Theodofius ThioJofiut 
left Rome on the firft of September, was at a place called 1 ^'^“ 
Valentia on the third of the fame month, and on the fixth 
at Forum Flaminii, now Ponte Centefimo on the Topino, 
not far from Fuligno in the duchy of Spoleio, where he en- 
afted a law forbidding the execution of criminals during 
Lent ^ From thence he purfued his journey to Milan, 
where he publifhed an edift, dated the twenty-fixth of No¬ 
vember, commanding the heretic bifhops and clergy to be 
driven out of the cities, and their fuburbs. 

From this law, and fcveral others of the enfuing year, it 
appears, that Theodofius paffed the winter in that city, 
while Valentinian marched into Gaul, to oppofe the 
Franks, who were preparing to invade that province; but 
all we know of this expedition is, that Valentinian had an VaUnti- 
interview with Marcomir and Sunno, two chiefs of the 

ptace v/ith 

• Hier. ep. 7. p. s*. Jc in Jov. lib. ii. cap. i». p. 95. p Prud. franh, 

in Sym- lib. i. p. xio. s Cod. Tbeod, lib. xii. tit. 16. teg. i. 

p. 611. & lib. xvi. tit j. leg. 18. p- ' Ibid' P< t”. >*'• 
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■Franks; that they delivered hrdlages; and that the em¬ 
peror, on the eighth of November, was at I'rcvcs, w'hcrc 
he went into winter-quarters'. This year is chiefly re¬ 
markable for the dcltruelion of tlie celebrated temple of 
Serapis at Alexandria, which, according to the defeription 
Animianus Marcellinus gives, fiirpafled in grandeur and 
wealth all the temples in the world, that of Jupiter Capi- 
tolinus alone excepted ' ; d'htodoret calls it the gre;-;- 
elt, and, without exception, the moll beautiful temple in 
the univerfe Theodolius, who had hitherto fpared that 
llatcly edifice, ordered it to be levelled with the ground on 
the following occafion : ddieoj'hiltis, bifliop of Alexandria, 
having obtained of the emperi'r an old temple, formerly 
confecrated to llacchns, but at that time ruined and for- 
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faken, with a defign to convert it into a church, the work¬ 
men, in clearing away the rtihbifli, found among the ruins 
fcveral obfcenc figures, vihieb the biihop, to lidietdethe 
fuperllition of the heatlicns, caufed to he expofed to pub¬ 
lic view. This Hep provoked the Pagans to fuch a degree, 
that they flew to arms, and falling upon the Cliriflians, 
cut great numbers in pieces, belore they were in a condition 
to oppofe tlieir fury. At length the Chrillians took arm;,: 
in their defence, and being fupported by the few foldiers 
who were qu.irtercd in Alexandria, repelled force by force. 

Thus a civil war was kindled within the very M alls of the 
city, and no day pafled M’lthout fome bloodflicd. 1 he Pa¬ 
gan;:, M'hen tired with fighting, or overpowered M'ith num¬ 
bers (for the Chiiliians M'cre miicli more inimerous), retired 
to the temple of Serapis ; and thence, fallyiiig out again 
uncxpcfledly, felzed on fuch of the Chrillians as they met, 
and, dragging them into the temple, cither forced them by 
the moll exquifite torments to faerillee to their idol, or, it 
they refufed, to rack them to death. As they expedfed to be 
foon attacked by the emperor’s troops, they ehofe a pbilofo- 
pher, named Olympus, for their leader, M'itli a refolution to 
defend thcmfelves, their temple, and their religion, to the 
lalL extremity. In the mean time Evtigrius, governor of 
Egypr, and Idomanus, who commanded the troops in that 
country, having attempted in vain to purfuade the Pagans 
to quit the temple, and retire to their dwellings, fent a 
diftindf account of the whole to the emperor, who, extol¬ 
ling and envving the happinefs of fuch as had chofen rather 
to die, than renounce their religioh, and offer facrifice to 
the idols, would not fufl'er their death to be revenged on. 


' Orof. lib vii. cap. 35 p. 110. 
“ Thedor. p. 735. 
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thofe, at wliofe hands they had obtained ibc rrowii of 
martyrdom. However, at the fame time lie ordered the 
temple of .Serapis, and all the other temples in Alexandria, 
which [rave occafion to frequent diltiirbanee;;, to be denio- 
liflied, charging Tbeophilus, bifliop of the jd.irc, who had 
folicited his order, to fee it put in execution, anil enm- 
'lYlanding livagrius and Rnmanus to follow his dire^'lions. 
The Pagans no fooner knew that the emperor b.id been 
informed of the cruelties they had committed, ihan they 
abandoned the temple, and difperfetl, foine of them re¬ 
tiring privately to their own houfes, others withdraw¬ 
ing from the town, and either concealing themfehes in the 
ncighbonring cities, or flying to more dill.int coiiMtries. 
Amotig the latter was their leader Olyinjnis, « ho cuneealed 
himfelf in the night on board a vefl'el, w liieli w as reaily to 
fail for Italy. Helladius and Ainmonins, two gi .unn;,,ri.ins, 
ntider whom Socrates, the eeelefiaRic hiilorian, had iliidied 
at Conflantiiiople, withdrew Iroin Egypt, and took refuge 
amongll the Barbarians. 'Idle former ufed to boall of his 
having killed, during tliat tumult, nine Clirillians with his 
own hand 

The temple, thus abandoned by the Pagans, was deli- 
vcreil to Theopbiltis, who, with ih.e allillanee of the peo¬ 
ple and foltliery, reduced it in a fliort tune to a lietip of 
ruins, leaving notliing undeinolilhekl but the foujieations, 
which could not be removed, on aeeuunt of the extraor¬ 
dinary weight and lize of the Hones. I he celebrated ilatue 
of Serapis, the princip.il god of the Egyptians, w.is bioken 
in pieces, and the limbs of that pretended ditinity carried 
firll in triumph by the Chriilians tliruugli the city, and 
then thrown into a large (ire kindleil lor that purpufe in 
the amphitheatre. As the Egypliaiis aferihi-d the over¬ 
flowing of the Nile, to wdiieh was owi;i|f the fertility of 
their countrv, to the benign influeuice ei their god Sera¬ 
pis, they eoiieluded, that, now he was deftinyed, tlic river 
would no longer overflow, and coiileipicntly that a general 
famine would cnliie ; hut v. lien tliey ohierved, that the 
Nile, on the euntr.iry, i’v.elied to a greater height than liad 
been known in the memory of man, and tlicrehy produced 
an immenfe plenty of provihons, ni iiiy of the Ihig.ms, re¬ 
nouncing the worfliip of the idols, ad.ored the (lorl of the 
Chridiaiis *. Not only the Ilatue of Scrajh-., winch was 
lodged in the temple, but all the other ilatnes ol lii.it pre¬ 
tended deity, were by the zealous Chiillians carefully 

* Sac. lib. vii. cap. 15. p. 7*4. Ruf. lib. ii. cap. ii. p. 187. Soz. 
p. yiC. * Ruf. lib. ii. cap. 27. p. 190. Suer. lib. v. cap. 16. p. a 74 - 
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fought for, ignominioudy dragged through the ftreets, and 
confumed in the flames j infomuch that in the great city of 
Serapis, as Alexandria was frequently ftyled, not the Icaft 
trace was left of that idol, or of the worfliip, which tor fo 
many ages had been paid him. In the room of the temple 
of Serapis was built a church, and a martyrium, fays Ruffi- 
nius 5 ', meaning perhaps a burying-place for thofe who had 
perilhed during the late difturbances. 

Theophilus, who was a prelate no Icfs aftive than zeal¬ 
ous, not fatisfied with demolifliing the temple of Serapis, 
encouraged the people, fupported by the governor of the 
province, and the commander of the Roman troops, to level 
with the ground all the other temples, oratories, chapels, 
and places deftined for the worfhip of the idols through¬ 
out Egypt, caufing the ftatues of the gods to be either 
burnt or melted down. Of the innumerable ftatues with 
which that fuperftitious province was filled, he is faid 
to have fpared but one, reprefenting an ape, in order to ex- 
pofe the Pagan religion to ridicule. Theodofius not only 
approved of what Theophilus had done, but commended 
his zeal, and returned him public thanks for the pains he 
had taken, in clearing that province from the abominations 
to which it had been fo long addi£led^. Soon after, he 
enadled a law, prohibiting, on pain of death, the fubjefts 
of the empire to offer any kind of facrifice to idols ; and 
declaring the eftates confifeated of thofe who fliould burn 
incenfe before them *. 

In the following year 390, when Valentinian was conful 
the fourth time with Neoterius,'Iheodofius publifhed a law, 
dated at Verona, the third of September, commanding all 
who profeffed a monaftic life to withdraw from the cities, 
and retire to the defects, purfuant to their inftitution. But 
this law he revoked by another, dated the feventeenth of 
April 392. By a third, publifhed at Rome on the four¬ 
teenth of May, he commanded thofe who fhould be found 
guilty of unnatural luft to be burnt alive in the fight of the 
whole people. This year an obelifk, twenty-four cubits in 
height, was raifed in the circus at Conftantinople, and a 
column before the church of St. Sophia, on which was a 
ftalue of Theodofius in filver, weighing feven thoufand four 
hundred ounces". Valentinian feems to have continued all 
this year^t Treves, or in the neighbourhood of that city. 
Oneegm>i/l By a law, dated the ninth of May, the emperor declared 
dpojlaui. thofe who fhould renounce the Chriftian religion, after hav- 

y Ruf. lib.ii. cap. 17. p. igo. *Ibid.p.i8j. >Ood.Thcod. 

Jjb. }^vi. tit. le. leg. 10. p. 171. " Mjrcell. Chron. 
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ing been baptized, not only incapable of giving or rcrciv- 
iiig the leait thing by will, but of being, as intainous per- 
fons, witnelTes to any private or public deed ; adding, ih.it 
he would have confined them to the deferts, had he not be¬ 
lieved it a greater punifhmeiit for them to live among nuMi, 
without being looked upon as men. Ey anoiher lasv, ilaieJ 
-iilie ninth of the fame month, he commanded the hcielii s 
to be banifned the ciries 

In the courfe of inis year Theodofius fet out for Conllan- Thrndo/i;! 
tinople, leaving the entire management of all'airs in the returns tf 
Well to Valentinian, now in the twentieth yeai of his age. £«/. 
On his arrival at Theffalonica, he found the jirovince of 
Macedon in great confulion; for the Barbarians, u ho, at The Bar. 
the inftigation of Maximus had revolted, and concealed Dorians in- 
themfelves among marllies and woods, after tlie defeat of 
that ufurper, taking advantage of the emperor’s alileiice, f/iatidon, 
fallied out of their faltnefl’es in the night, and leizing what¬ 
ever came in their way, retired with their booty btlore day. 

As it w^as a more dillieult talk to find tliein out than to toii- 
quer them, the emperor took that province upon hlmfelf; 
and, without difeovering his defign to any one, made rhoicB 
of five perfons in whom he could cunfitle, to altcnil him, or- 
deringeaeh of them to take threefpare horfes, titat they might 
fliift as often as there was occalioii. T bus attended and 
difguifed, he ranged about the country, receiving from the 
peafants fuch refrernmeiirs as their cottages could allurd. 

At length he arrived at a Imali inn, kept by a woman ad¬ 
vanced iti years, who received him with extraordinary ci¬ 
vility, which induced him to remain there that night. In 
the fame inn lodged a perlon, who, deeliiiing to eoiivcrfe 
with the t ell, and feeming dcfirous to conceal himfclf, gave 
the emperor no fmall jealouiy. Having, therefore, after n^svdij- 
he was retired to his chamber, called for the iniltrefs of the co~uerrii hy 
houfe, and alked her who that perfon was, Ihc anfwered, Iheiittfiof- 
that who he was file knew not ; hut that, ever fince the 
news of the emperor’s return from the Well, lie had lodg¬ 
ed at her houfe, going out in the morning, and eoniinuiiig 
abroad all day, but returning at night to hi.s lodging, for 
which he lioneRly paid her. Upon this information the 
emperor ordered him to be feized and examined ; but he 
refufiiig to declare whom he was, the emperor at lall dif- 
covered himfclf, ordered the man to he put to the raeic, 
and forced him to own, that he was employed as a fpy hy 
the Barbarians, who lay concealed among the wood.s and 
jaogs, to give them intelligence, from time to time, of the 

' Cod. Theod. lib. nvi. tit leg. lo. p. 37- 
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motions of the emperor’s army, and to inform them what 
places lay moft convenient for their incurfions. Upon this 
confeffioii the emperor caufed his head to be (truck off, and, 
returning early next morning to the army, led his foldieis 
to the place where he had learned from the fpy the Barba¬ 
rians were lodged ; and falling upon them fuddenly, cut 
great numbers of them in pieces. Timalius, wiro, togcr 
ther with Promotus, commanded on this occafion under 
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Theodofius, imagining moll of the Barbarians were dc- 
llroyed, advifed the emperor to allow his foldiersfhme time 
to refrefli themfelvcs after fo warm and fatiguing a fervice, 
that they might with more vigour purfue the red, who 
could not make their efcape. The emperor, following his 
advice, founded a retreat; but while his nu n were reficflt- 
ing themfelvcs, without the lead appi-ehenfion of danger, 
the Barbarians, attacking them when they were quite' un¬ 
prepared, and mod of them overcome with wine, 01 alkep, 
made a dreadful havock, and would have either killed or 
taken the emperor himfelf, had he not been feafonably 
refeued by I’romottis, at the danger of his own life. How¬ 
ever, 'riieodofius having raliietl his dirperfed forces the next 
ilay, att.ickcd the Barbarians again with luch fuccefs, that 
few of them efcaped the general daughter''. 

Theodofius, upon liis return to Condantinople, made it his 
chief duriy to lupprefs idolatry and Arianifm, ordering the 
temples, dill (landing, to be pulled down, and the Arians 
to be driven out of the cities, led they (iiould infe£l their 
fudlow-citizens with their pedilem doctrine"'. 

During his refulcnce in the Wed lie had ufed all pndible 
means to extirpate idolatry; but, ujton his return to the 
Ead, the Pagans began to conceive new hopes, and the 
fenators of Home, who contimu'd dill attached to thef u- 
pcrd'.tion of their anccdois, fciit a deputation to Valenti- 
nian, at tire head of which was the celebrated Symmachiis, 
intreating him to rcdoic to their prieds the temples and 
jtrivileges which they had enjoyed til! the reign of Cratian. 
Valentinian, who was then in Caul, received the deputies 
in a very obliging manne r ; hut could not be prevailed upon, 
either by them, or by tl.e Pagan miniders in his court, to 
grant their requed h 'i he Barbarians, threatening to pafs 
the Alps towards Rhsetia, and invade Italy, the emperor 
rcfolved to quit Cktul, and haden to Miir.n, in order to 
make head againd them. Defiious of being baptized be¬ 
fore he engaged in a war, he dilpatched from Vienne an 


'' Z.g!. lib. iv. p. 77G—775. e RulF. lib. ii, cap. 19. p. 185. 

f Anib; fif, Sci m. «le Divfrf. p. 114. Syium. lib. iii. cp. 63. p. 130. 
toj uJ, iib. vii. cap, 35, p. 120. 
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exprefs to St. Ambrofc, bifliop of Milan, for whom he b.iil 
an extraordinary ellccin and veneration, inviting him into 
(jaul, to admiiiilier that facrament. 'i'he prehite, upon 
the receipt of the emperor’s letter, inftantly departed ; but 
before he reached Vienne, he reeeived the melancholy 
news of the death of that nnfortiinate prince, inluiinanly 
><Ourdcred, as moll authors agree, by Arbogallcs. 

He w'as a Frank by nation, and owed his preferment to 
Gratiaii. Alter that prince’s death, the foldicry, by whom he 
was highly elleemcd, for his experience in military alfairs, his 
liberality and difintereftetlnels, railed him without the con- 
fent either of Valcntinian, w ho was then a cliild, or of his 
mother Julliita, to the poll of general ; in wdiieli command 
he acquitteil hinifclf with great lidelily and moderation, 
while rheodoHus continucil in tlic Weft; but upon the j4rlii)i;a/les 
departure of tlrat prince for Conlbintinople, he ailed more jrtitti.h to 
like a fovereign than a miniller or olllccr, arrogating to ■ “"Oou/ 
himfelf the power of controlling lire young piiiicc, ami go- ^ 
verning the court with abloliitc authority- He diftharged ' 
all the oificers in the army attaelied to V’aleiitim.iii, and 
put Franks, in whom lie could cnnliilL', in their rtioni, dil- 
poftng at the fame time ol the civil employments, w ithout 
the emperor's confeiU or knowdege, aiul hi llow ed them 
upon peiTons of hi, o'.vn faeiioii. Valentinian, un.ililc to Yr. of FI. 
brook fuel', a ftiauieful lervitude, refolved to difclinrge Ar- i:'42. 
gobaltes ; and accordingly, feeing him one day at court, 39 ’- 

iic threw him a paj-er, containing an abrogation of his U-C-'‘9o. 
command. Hut Arliogaftcs, liaving perufed it, tore it in ~ ~ 

11 - 1 , He n ill - 

pieces with gre.it contempt, and tliiuw it on the giound, 
telling tlie eni[ieior, with the utnioll arrogance, that as lie hut ntufes 
had not rc'-eivcd liis cudiority from him, it was not in his rejr'n 
power to ilivL 11 liiin (>f it. Afler this infult, Arbugtifte.s, 
convinced that Valeiilinian \' oiilil not fuller futli an out- 
rage to pals iinrevengi,'ib rciolied to anticipate him, and i„ hr mur- 
accordingly depiiied him ol Ins lift'. Authors difagree a.s JerrJ. 
to the niamur ol liis death : Zofimus writes, that wdlile 
Valcntinian, atlemlei! by i fmall guard, was diverting him¬ 
felf in tlic oeighhuniI hkkI of Vienne, Arhugallc-s alT.iulteil 
him uiict.'peilc'dly, unci llalibeil him with his fword^(M). 

11 c 

s Oiiif. |i. 213. Zof. p.776. Sner. p. 93. Koz, ibid. 

(M) AeccirJiiig to Pliilolhir- that piir|)tife. The fame a.i- 
glus, he was llraiigh'd while lie ihor ailil.', that alicr they had 
was taking bis diverfion on the llranglcd biiii, they tied Ills 
banks of the Rhone, by affufliiis, own handkcreliiet about his 
v.'hum Argoballcs had hired lor neck, and hung him upon a 

ticc, 
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He died in 392, on the fifteenth of May, after having lived 
only twenty years and fome months, and borne the title of 
emperor fixteen years, and about fix months, though he 
cannot be faid to have reigned till the death of Gratian, 
who died eight years and nine months before him’’. St. 
Ambrofe tells us, that when he found himfelf uncxpeCVedly 
attacked by the aflaflins, the only words he uttered were, 
“ Alas! my poor fiflers * ! ” 

The funeral ceremonies were performed with great fo- 
lemnity; and his body was fentto Milan, and interred near 
that of his brother Gratian, on which occafion St. Ambrofe 
pronounced an oration in praife of the deceafed prince, 
whov according to him, and moft other writers, W'ould 
have equalled, if not eclipfed, the glory of the belt empe¬ 
rors, had he been fuft'ered to live longer, being of a lively 
genius, valiant, fober, liberal, fincerc in his friendlhip, im¬ 
partial in the adminiftration of jullice, and, in difpofing 
employments, guided by merit alone Zofimus, though 
prejudiced againft all Chriflian princes, owns that his death 
was a public lofs'. He had perfecuted the catholics in his 
mother’s life-time, or rather, Ihe had perfecuted them in 
his name; but, after her death, he proved a molt zealous 
patron of the orthodox faith, difcountenancing the Arians 
and other fedfaries, as much as he had favoured them be¬ 
fore he was capable of diftinguilhing truth from falfliood. 
His two lifters, Jufta and Grata, continued at Milan, and 
embraced, after his death, a life of celibacy. His filter 
Galla, who was married to Theodofius, died two years after 
in childbed. 

After the death of Valentinian, Arbogaftes might have 
eafily feized on the fovereignty; but not willing to appear 
guilty of fuch a treacherous and inhuman muider, he chofe 

tiEpiph.p. 177. Pliiloft. p. 144. • Anibr. Serm. deDiverf. 

p. 114, k goer- lit), iv. cap. 31. p. 150, * Zof. lib. iv. p. 776. 

tree, that the world might be agree, that he was ftrangled ; 
induced to believe that he had but the two latter writers fup- 
laid violent hands on himfelf; pofe this to have happened in 
for his guards were at fome dif- the palace, and the eunuchs of 
tance, and out of fight (i). St. the court, gained over by Aibo- 
Jeromta), Ornfius (3), Rulfi- guiles, to have been the authors 
nus Rpiphanis So- of his death, 

crates and Sozomen (7), 

(1) Phiiollorg. lib, xi. cap. 1. p. 143. (i) Hier. cp. 3 p. 26. 

(3) Orof. lib. vii. cap. 5. p. *20. (4) RulF. lib. ii. cap. 3'. p. 191. 

(5) Epiph. de Men!’. Sc Pond. 20. p. 177. (6) Socr, lib. v. cap. 

23 p.294, (7) So'i. lit), vii. cap. li. p, 719 ' 
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to confer it on Eupenius, and to reign in his nameEu¬ 
genios had formerly taught grammar, and afterwards rhe¬ 
toric, and was generally eftceined on. account of his elo¬ 
quence. Ricomer, at the requeft of Symmachus, had taken 
him under his proteclion, and upon his return into theEall 
>.with Theodofius, recommended him to Arbogaftes, by 
whofe intereft he was raifed to the poll of fecrctary Zo- 
fimus maintains, that Arbogaftes, repofing an entire confi¬ 
dence in Eugenius, and judging him capable of the moft 
daring refolutions, imparted the defign he had formed of 
murdering Valentinian, and railing him to the empire after 
his deceafe; that Eugenius rejerted at firft the propofal 
with horror ; but was at length prevailed upon to adopt 
the meafures of his patron; by whofe inteicft, after the 
death of the young prince, he was proclaimed emperor. 
The ufurper, though a Chriftian, u'as greatly favoured by 
the Pagans, who knew he only bore the tide of emperor, 
while the uholc power was lodged in Arbogaftes, who 
pretended a great attachment to their religion. 'I’he aruf- 
pices, who began to appear again, affured him, that he 
M'as deft ined to the empire of the whole world ; that he would 
foot! gain a complete vitfory over Theodofius, who was 
as much hated as he was beloved by the gods; and that 
his power and authority would have no other bounds but 
thofe of the Roman empire". Though Eugenius feemed to 
favour the Pagans, ycl, in the very beginning of his reign, 
he wrote to St. Ambrofe, who did not anfwer his letter till 
he was prefled by fome of his friends to recommend them 
to the new prince ; and then be treated him in his letters 
with all the refpefl. due to an emperor f. 

During thtfe tranfaflions in the Weft, fome difturbanecs 
happened in the court of Thcodofuis at Conftantinople : 
Rufinus, not fatisfied with the confular dignity, to which 
he was preferred this year, notwithftanding the report of 
his having been the author of the death of Promotus, killed 
by the Barbarians, began to afpire to the prefe£lure of the 
Eaft, which was held by Tatianus, whom he accufed of 
oppreflion in his government. Proculus, the fon of Ta¬ 
tianus, and prefetf of Conftantinople, was charged with 
the fame crime. Theodofius appointed judges to try them ; 
but, as RufinuS was at the head of that commiflion, and 
the other judges dreaded his refentment, they were both 
declared guilty: the father was depofed, and confined to 


™ Orof. lib. vii. cap, 35. p. no. Claud. Conf. lion. 3, 4 .p. 3 “' 3 - 1 . 
• Spc. lib. V. cap. p, 193. ^uf. p. 775. Philuft. p. 146. S)'inn'.^ eb. 
iii. ep. 60, 61. p. 1*5. • Soz. lib. vii. cap. 17. p. 740. r .d ab. 
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Lycia, his native country ; and the fon fentenced to death. 
Theodofius fent him his pardon ; but the mefll nger, cor¬ 
rupted by Rufinus, did not acquaint the pioper oliicers with 
the emperor’s order, till the execution was uver i. How 
juft foever the punilhment inflifted o!i raiianus might be, 
his countrymen the l-ycians, who had nofhaiein his crimes, 
ought not to have had any in his difgrace and n’isfortunes‘: 
neverthelefs Theodolius, at the infligation of Rufinus, a de¬ 
clared enemy to the Lycians, cnafted a law, declaring their 
whole nation infamous, depriving them of the employ¬ 
ments they held at that time, and rendering them for ever 
incapable of any preferment ^ This unjuft law was after¬ 
wards revoked by Atcadius, who rcllored the I^ycians to 
their former eondition, aferibing the bafe treatment they 
had received, not to their demerit, but to the liatred of 
Rafimis. 

'The affair of 'fatianus and Proculus was not yet ended, 
when news of the death of Valentinian, and the ufurpatioii 
of Eugenius, were brought to Conftantinople. A few days 
after, ambaflirdors arrived from the ufurper, who, without 
even mentioning of Arbogaftes, demanded an audience in 
the name of Eugenius ; and, being admitted to the empe¬ 
ror’s prefence, propofed an alliance between him and their 
mailer. Theodofius received them in a very courteous 
manner, amufed them with fair words, and difmifl'ed them 
loaded with rich prefents At the head of this cnibaffy 
was Rufinus, an Athenian, attended by feveral bifliops fent 
by Eugenius to divert the emperor from engaging in a ci¬ 
vil war, As Theodolius charged Arbogaftes with the mur¬ 
der of Valentinian, the bifliops endeavoured to clear him 
from that falfe, as they ftyled it, and gronndlefs afpcrfion 
Theodofius began his military operations ; but, as he con¬ 
fided more in the allillancc of Heaven than the number of 
his troops, or the bravery of his generals, he vifited all the 
churches of his capital, attended by feveral bifliops, and a 
great crowd of people, imploring the favour and proteftion 
of the Almighty. Ihe military preparations, to which 
Theodofius applied himfclf'witli indefatigable pains, did 
not divert him from publilbin.g feveral laws in favour of 
otthodoxv and the Cliriftian religion. 

In the following year Eheodofius was conful the third 
time, with Abiindantius, who was, as appears from 'a law 
of the preceding year, general both of tlie horfe and foot. 
It was at this period he abrogated the ancient law of trea- 

q Zaf. lib. iv. p. 774.. ' Cod. Tlieod. lib, ix. tit. 58. leg. 9. 

p. 278, 279- s Zul. p. 776. r Ruf. p, 191. 

fon, 
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fi)n, iknouncinjT tleath againn: tliofe wlu) uueicd KnliLious. 

Morels aga’mft the prince. “ If fuch words s J'iiendu- 

fius ill his law of this year) proceed from leiilv, ihcy aie 

to be defpifed ; if from folly, to be pitird ; if from in.ilice, ''' 

they are to be forgiven In the bigiiiii!;;:'-, or, as fume 

affert, in llie end, of ibis year, that is, on the lifteenth of U.C. n9i’. 

J vuiiary, or twentieth of Ntneiuber, the emperor tieelared- 

"^kis fecond fon Honotiiis, AiigiilUts. 'J'bc eeremoiiv was 
j'-ei formed with gre.U iolemnityin the palace of liebdimon, 

IK ar Condantinople j m. 

Eu yj.aius hail gained co'.ifi.'eraljie a .le.tag’s in cr tin- Fu'^emus 
Franks; but leaving Gaul this year, he repaired to Italy; yu.w/nin. 
which he had fearce entered, when he was addrered bv a 
dijiutation Ironi the liomaii lenate, iiureatmg him to le- c-.o / r 
iioie to the temples the revciuKS, of which they had hceii tua.vtj. 
dcprivi'd by Gratian, and to re-ellablilh the celebrated aitar 
of \ ielory. Eugenius received them kindly, but cnidd 
not be prev'.iiled upon to comply with thidr reqiiell:. J he 
lenate Coon after lent a lecoml deputation, to folicit I'-.e 
fame favour ; which was di nied them a lecoml lime. Eui 
M hen by a third embally tbev renewed their reqiiell, Itiige- Lw'^n.-us 
nius yielded to their importunity, relloiing the I’agan reli- lauiw s the 

pion and temiilcs to their former liillre, and lulleriiig the ^ 

. ' ■ I r T .1 1 ■ 1 r remoitits. 

.aneient eeremonics and laenhces to be reneweil in the le¬ 
nate of the metropolis of his empite “. The following 
year 394, j\readius being conful the third time, anti Ho- 
noriub die feeond, Theodofius leaving Conllaininoplc, pur- 
fued his march through Dacia, and the other provinces hc- 
1V. een Thrace and the Julian Alps, which feparaie Italy from 
Ts'oricurn, with a dcfign to force the pafles tif thofc moun¬ 
tains, and invade Italy, before the army of Eugenius was 
in a condition to oppofe him. Upon liis arrival at the Alps, 
he found the pall'es guarded by Flavianus, prefecT of Italy, 
at the head of a confiderable body of Roman troops, who 
fled after a fliort refdtancc. Flavianus wuis killed at the firlt 


onfet. Theodofius, having thus opened liimfclf a paflage Yr. of FI, 
over the Alps, was met, as he defeended thofe mountains, 
by Eugenius, at the head of a very numerous army, drawn ^ 
up on the banks of the river Frigirlum ; which Sanfon and ^ 

others fuppofe to be the river Vipao or Wihach, in the ThcoJil.m 
county of Gorice, about thirty-fi\ miles from Aquileia, forunh 
The army of Theodofius was no lefs numerous than that 
of the enemy, being reinforced by fcveral bodies of Arnie- ‘ 
nians, Iberians, Arabians, Goths, and other Barbarians 


“ Cod, Theod. lib. ix. tit. 4. leg. 3. p. 41. v Philolt. bb. xi. 

cap. I. p. 146. Soz. lib. vii. cap. 14. p. 741. Claud, Conf. Hon. 3. 
p. 35, 36. Amb. Vit. p. fj. cp. J$. p. no. 

bevond 
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beyond the Danube. The Roman troops were commanded 
by Timafius, and Stilicho, who had married the emperor’s 
niece ; and the foreign auxiliaries by Gainas, Saul, Bacu- 
rius, and Alaric the Goth, whofe name is famous in hif- 
tory. Of Gainas, who was of the fame nation, and Saul, 
who was likewife a Barbarian, we fhall have frequent occa- 
lion to fpeak in the reigns of Arcadius and Honorius. Ba- 
curius was a native of Armenia 'f, or, as Rufinus alTerts, 
of Iberia ; and, he is ftyled by that writer king of Iberia^. 
Among the Romans he was conies domelticorum, that is, 
captain of the guards, and univerfally elteemed, not only 
for his courage and experience, but for the mildnefs of his 
temper, his affability and good-nature even to his enemies- 
Ruffinus, the ecclefiaftic hiltorian, who lived in great in¬ 
timacy with him while he was duke of Palelline, calls him 
a man of great integrity, a pious and zealous Chriffian, a 
worthy companion of Theodofius, a man endowed with 
every good quality of the mind, and by few equalled in the 
tiva perfedSions of his body. Under thele leaders the army of 
irmiej Theodofius advanced into the plain ; but the emperor, un- 

■ai’a^e, willing to expofe the Romans, ordered the foreign auxi¬ 

liaries to begin the aflion, which they did with great vi¬ 
gour and refolution ; but were foon put in diforder by the 
regular and well-difciplined troops of Eugenius, headed by 
Arbogaftes, who fignalized hinifelf in a very particular 
manner. Bacurius, however, hrtving rallied the Barbarians, 
led them back to the charge ; and being fupported by Ti- 
malius and Stilicho, renewed the combat, which lafted till 
night, when both armies retired to their refpedfive camps. 
Bacurius, on this occalioii, diftinguifhed himfelf above the 
other commanders, killing great numbers of the enemy 
with his own hand ; but being at length furrounded on all 
Tides, he was flain, after having defended himfelf for a long 
time with incredible bravery. Of the Goths, and other 
auxiliaries, above ten thoufand were killed ; but of the 
Romans, who fupported them, only a fmall number. 

Eugenius concluding he had gained the battle, and that 
the army of Theodofius was totally defeated, allowed his 
men to retire to their tents, and refrelh themfelves, that 
they might be the better able to purfue the enemy next 
morning. In the mean time Theodofius was advifed by bis 
generals not to hazard a fecond engagement, but to retire 
in the night, repafs the Alps, and defer the decifion of 
the war till another campaign; againft which time he 

y Zot. p. 777. > RuIT, lib, i. cap, 10. p, ifiS. lib, ii. cap. 3}t 

p. 191. 

might 
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iniirht with enfc recruit his army, ami renew hoflilitics with 
frelli vi(;our. But the emperor, without regarding their 
remoiilbranecs, having aflembled his troops by break of 
day, leil them in perlbn againfl the enemy ; and entering 
their eanip by furprize, put great numbers to the fword, 
and obliged the reit to fave themfelves by a precipitate and 
's^lifoiderly flightArbogalles behaved on this occafion with 
gTc.it intrepidity; but in Ipite of his utmoltefl'orts, his troops, 
quite (liflieartened, and concluding, from the extraordinary 
violciieeof a Horn), which blew full in their faces, that hea¬ 
ven fought againfl them, citlier fled, or, throwing down their 
arm^, iubmitted to Iheodofius, who received them into 
favour; butatthc fame time commanded them toapprehend, 
and deliver up the ufurper. They no fooncr received this 
order, lhan they flew to theiifing ground, where Kugenius 
had pulled himfelf to behold the battle, and was flill wait¬ 
ing the event. When he obferved them inarching hallily 
towards him, he tnncluderl they brought him news of the 
vidlory. As they approached he afked them, whether they 
had, purfuant to his orders, fecured Theodofius. 'Ihey 
anfwered, that they defpifed the commands of a tyrant and 
ufurper, whom they were come to feize, and deliver to 
their lawful fovercign ; and loading him that inflant with 
irons, dragged him, dripped of all the enfigns of majedy, 
to the emperor ; who reproached him with the murder of 
Valentinian, with the calamities he had brought upon the 
empire by his unjud ufurpation, and with putting his con- 
lldence in Hercules, in defiance of the only true God; 
for on his chief dandard he had difplayed the image of 
that fabulous deity. Eugeriius begged cariiedly for his life ; 
but while he lay prodrate at the emperor’s feet, his own 
fohliers druck off his head, and carrying it on the point of 
a fpcar, diewed it to thofe who, remaining in his camp, 
had not yet fubmitted to Theodofius. At that fight they 
were all thiindcrdruck ; but being at the fame time inform¬ 
ed, that Theodofius was ready to pardon them, they threw 
down their arms, and fubmitted 

Arbogades, the chief author of the death of Valenti¬ 
nian, and the evils attending it, defpairing of pardon, fled 
to the mountains; but finding that diligent fearch was 
made after him, he laid violent hands on himfelf. The 
children of Eugenius and Arbogades, who had attended 
their parents in this war, having great rcafon to cxpedl the 

* Zof. p. 778. •> Aitibr. Vit, p. 86, Claud. Cgnf. Hon. 4. 

p. 41. Ruffin, p. 197, Tbeoii. p. 740, Socr. lib. v. cap, zy. p. 794. 
Chron, Alex, p, 71s. 
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fame treatment, took fan£lu:ii y in different churches : but 
the pious emperor, not fatisfied with pardoning them, em¬ 
braced that opportunity lo convert them from raganifm, 
which they profelfcd, to the Chrillian religion, appointing 
proper pcrions to iiiftriicl.aiid convince them of their errors; 
which they had no fooner renounced, than he took the con¬ 
verts under his proteilion, put them in polfeflion of their 
paternal eflates, ami raifed them to confiderablc employ¬ 
ments ^ The emperor, immediately alter his vic'ilory over 
Eugenius, fent for his fon Honoritis, whom he had left at 
Conflautinople, under the care of Rufinus, who was there¬ 
by vefted with almoft an unlimited pow'cr. Rcfoie the ar¬ 
rival of tffe young prince, Theodollus had removed from 
Aquileia to Milan, where he received him and Serena, who 
came with him, in the great church, and committed them 
both to the care of St. Ambioic Serena was daughter 
to Honorius, the emperor’s brother. A few days after, he 
declared his fon Honorius emperor of the Well, ailigning 
him Italy, Gaul, Spain, Rilt.dn, T'.fiiia, and Well: Illyri- 
cum, and appointing Stilicho his lirll general, and prime 
minillcr With this declaration he difpatched Stilicho to 
Rome; on which occafion Serena, w^hom Theodofius had 
married to that general, and who accompanied her huf- 
band to Rome, fliewed a great defirc, fays Zofimus, to fee 
the flatue of Cybele ; but fire w as no fooner .admitted into 
the temple than file fnatched liom fhc goddefs a necklace 
of inellimable value, faying, it became better the niece of 
an emperor than a feiifeleis ftaUie. An old Vcflal, who 
was ptefent, tranfported w'ith zeal, could not forbear ut¬ 
tering dreadful impr ccatiorrs againfl Seretta, her hulhand, 
and her children ; hut Serena caitfcd her to he driven out 
of the temple, and purriflicd for her arrogance. At the 
fame time her hulhartd Stilicho commanded the thick plates 
of gold, with which the gates of |upiter Capitolinus were 
covered, to he taken of]', and conveyed to his palace. The 
Roman ferrate fent deputies to congratulate Theodofius on 
Iris late viedory, and to folicit the coiifulfhip of the enfuing 
year for the two brothers Oiybrtus and Riobinus The 
emperor granted their requcfl, exhorting them at the fame 
time with great zeal to renounce the errors in which they 
had been brought up, and yield to the force of that truth 
which now generally prevailed. This year is remarkable 
for dreadful earthquakes, which w'ere felt almoft every day 

1= Ambr. ep. 16. p. 211. Orof. p. no, 221. ^ Socrat. lib. v. 

c-vp. 16, p. 295. Ruff, lib. ii. cap. 34. p. 192. ° ^of. lib. iv. 
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in moft provinces of the empire, from the beginning of 
September to the end of November; for cxcctrivc and in- 
ceflunt rains, which laid whole countries under water ; and 
fuch a darknefs as had not happened in the memory of 
man ^; all which the writers of thofe times interpret as 
prognoftics of the great lofs the Roman empire was to fuf- 
t-ain in the approaching death of the great Theodofius. 

TheodofiuS, having reftored tranquility in the Weft, was 
preparing to return to Conftantinople, when he was feized 
with a dropfy, occafioned by the great fatigues he had un¬ 
dergone in the late war*. As foon as he perceived himfelf ’Thtiiiiiijtas 
in danger, he made his will, by which he divided the em- 
pire, bequeathing the Eaft to his eldeft fon Arcadius, and 
the Weft to Honorius. He likewife confirmed the pardon iwocM- 
which he had granted to all thofe who had borne arms drra- 
againft him, and remitted a tribute, which had proved very 
burdenfome to the people, charging his fons and fuccelTors 
to fee his will duly executed with refpedt to thefe two 
points’’. He died at Milan on the feventeenth of January Vr, nT FI. 
of the year 39J, two days before he had ended the fixteenth ^ 
year of his reign, being then at moft in the fiftieth year of u!c. 1193'. 

his age. St. Ambrofe pronounced his funeral oration, in_ 

■which he fuppofes him to enjoy the rewards promifed in the 1 htodii/iiis 
gofpel to a religious and virtuous life. His body was em- 
balmed, and conveyed from Milan to Conftantinople, 
where it was interred by Arcadius with extraordinary pomp 
and magnificence on the ninth of November'. 

As for the charatfter of Theodofius, all authors, whether Hh tha- 
Pagan or Chriftian, Zofimus alone excepted, agree, that he 
Was endowed in an eminent degree with every virtue becom¬ 
ing a prince, without the allay of one fingle vice. Not to men¬ 
tion the ecclefiaftic hiftorians, and the two great luminaries 
of the church, St. Ambrofe and St. Auftin, who may per¬ 
haps be thought prejudiced in his favour, as he was a moft 
zealous patron of the orthodox faith, fhemiftius, Symma- 
chus, Pacatus, and Viiftor the younger, though greatly at¬ 
tached to the ancient religion of the Romans, which Xheo- 
dofius difcountenanced above all his predeceflbrs, and en¬ 
deavoured to fupprefs, propofe him as the pattern^ of an 
excellent prince; the eminent virtues that flione in him 
overcoming the prejudice which his zeal for the Chriftian 
religion, and averfion to the fuperftitious ceremonies of the 


f Mar. Chron. Arab. Serm. de Diverf. hi. p. ii6. 
lib. V. cap. 16. p. 1195. Soz. lib. vn. cap. »8. p. 75*- 
Serm. de Diverf. iii. p. n/. * hot. lib. iv. p- 779> 

cap, I. p, 500. 
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Pagans, raifed againft him among thofe who, in fpite of 
his utmoft efforts, continued obftinate in their errors 
Theodofius was naturally choleric, and apt in the firlt 
tranfports of his paflion to iflue orders that favoured of 
cruelty. But, as he was foon appeafeil, we have but one 
inllance of their being put in execution before he had time 
to revoke them ; namely, the horrid maffacre of the inha¬ 
bitants of Thefl'alonica, who had murdered in an infurrec- 
tion Botericus, the emperor’s lieutenant in Illyricum, be- 
caiife he refufed to releafe a chariot-driver, who had been 
imprifoned for offciing violence to a woman of fome di- 
llinftion. 

When the report of this outrage came to the emperor’s 
cars, he ordered all thofe, who had been concerned in the 
murder or riot, to be put to death ; but, at the interceflion 
of St. Ambrofe, and other bifliops aflembled in a fynod at 
Milan, where the emperor then was, he revoked his orders, 
and pardoned them. Some time after, his minifters repre- 
fenting, that the ThclTdlonians had been encouraged to this 
feditionby the too great indulgence he had Ihcwn to the in¬ 
habitants of Antioch and that, if he fuffered the murder of 
his lieutenant to pafs unpuiriflicd, his officers for the future 
Would be in continual danger of their lives, and himfelf 
difturbed and alarmed with daily infurredlions; his wrath 
was again inflamed to fuch a degree, that, forgetful of the 
promife he had made to St. Ambrofe, he immediately or¬ 
dered a body of troops to march to Thefl'alonica, and re¬ 
venge on the inhabitants the death of his lieutenant. The 
foldiers, entering the city, purfuant to their orders, fur- 
rounJed the people, while they were afTembleJ to behold 
the Circenfian games ; and, attacking them fword in hand, 
without regard to fex, age, or condition, without diltindtion 
of guilt or innocence, cruelly maflacred, in the fpace of 
three hours, above feven thoufand perfons, many of whom 
were ftrangers come, to Theflalonica to celebrate the fports. 

When news of this malfacre were brought to Milan, St. 
Ambrofe wrote to the emperor, who had left that city, up¬ 
braiding him with his cruelty, reprefenting the enormity of 
his crime, and exhorting him to atone for it by a finecre 
fubmlffion and repentance. This rcmonftrance the empe¬ 
ror received with humiliation i and, returning a few days 
after to Milan, repaired, according to his cuftom, to the 
great church, to perform his devotions. But St. Ambrofe, 
meeting him at the door, denied him entrance, telling him, 

k Vide Sym. lib. iii. Ep. St, p, 137. Ep. ij. p. 65. Vift. Epit, 
p. j 46 > 547 - 

that 
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that he was cut off from the communion of the faithful, 
and unworthy to appear amongll them, till he had expiat¬ 
ed fo public a crime by as public a repentance. To this the 
emperor readily fubmitted ; and, returning to the palace 
with tears in his eyes, performed all the duties of an open 
penance, as enjoined by the canons of the church, and the 
cuftom of thofe times. He continued in that ftate for the 
fpace of eight months 1 and to make fome amends for his 
crime, as well as to prevent himfelf and his fucccH'ors from 
being guilty of the like cruelty fnr the future, he enarted a 
law, or rather enforced the obfervance of an ancient law, 
importing, that all criminals fliould enjoy a refpite of thirty 
days, betwixt the time of pronouncing their fcntciice and 
their execution' (P). 

CHAP. 

■ Theodor, lib. iii. cap. 17. Zoz. lib. iii. cap. 14. Nicepli. lib. xii. 
cap. 40. Ainb. Epift. 28. Aug. de Civit. lib. v. cap. 16. &c. 

(F) Among the writers who his friends, named Elpidius, 
flourilhed under Theodofius, and publllhed after liis deat.'i hv 
the celebrated orator Synima- his fon (3). Prudentius, who 
chus deferves, both on account wrote againll him, while he waa 
of his birth and eloquence, to living, on occafion of his en- 
be mentioned in the firll place, deavouring to perfuadc the ctii- 
Hc was the fon of L. Aure- perot to icllore the altar of 
Hus Avianus Symmachus, pre- Viflory, extols his eloquence, 
feftofRome. Hehimfeltwas and compares it to a golden fpade 
high pontiff of the Pagans, made ufe ot to dig up orduie 
quaiflor, pritor, correftor, or (4). Macrobius compares his 
governor, of Lucania and Bra- elegant and florid ftyle, as he 
tium ; proconful of Africa, terms it, to that or Pliny the 
prcfeifi of Rome, and con- younger, and equals him, in 
iul (i). He was efleemcd the that refpeff, to the beft wiiters 
moll eloquent orator of bis of antiquity (;). 
time; but, his fpecches not The Latin poet R unis Feflus 
meeting with the applaufe he Avienus is fuppofed to have 
expeiSed, he applied himfelf flourilhed under I heodofius, 
entirely to the writing ot let- becaufc he inferibed a work to 
ters (z). His fpeeches have Probus, the conful, whom moll 
been long fince loll; but his writers take to be the celebiat- 
letters have reached our times, ed Probus, who died not long 
and are divided into ten books, before the year 395 (6). St. 
They were carefully preferved lerom, in his comments on the 
by his amanuenfls, and one of Epiftle to Titus, writes, that the 

(i) Sym. lib. ix. Epift. 41. p- Cod. Theod. tit. 6. p- 386. 

{ i] Sym lib. iv. Ep. 19. p. 159. & lib-viii. Ep. 68. p. 33 ;. (3) Idem, 

ib. iii. p. loi. A lib. v. Ep- 83. 84. p. *10. (4) Piud. in Syni. lib. i. 

p. 113. & lib. ii. p. 2x5. (5) Macr. lib. T. Cap. I. p. 364. (6) Volf, 

tiilt. LaC. lib. ii, cap. 9. p. 202. 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

T'Z/e Hijlory of the E.ajiern and Wejlern Empire, 
from the Death of "Theodofui the Great to the / 
taking of Rome the frft Time by the Goths. 

T heodosius divided, as we h:ivc oblerved above, 
the empire, at bis death, between his two fons Ar- 
cadius and Honorius ; but, as they were too young to go¬ 
vern, Arcadius being but eighteen years old, and Honorius 

not 

phenomena of Aratus had been names he Is quoted by Paulus 
lately tranflated by Avienus (7); Diaeonus (1). He wrote the 
which work, together with his Roman hiftory ; but what has 
tranflation of Dionyfius’s de- reached our times is but an 
feription of the world, and a abridgment of his work, and 
third poem by the fame author thence called Viftor’s epitome 
on the fea-coafts, has reached (z). The Notitia, or Itate of 
our times. To the fame Avie- the provinces of the empire, 
nus or Avianus arc generally publillied by Surita, with the 
aferibed the fables of Aifop in Itinerary of Antoninus, isfup- 
Latin verfe, and the whole hi- pofed to have been written in 
flory of Livy in iambics ; but the time of Theodofius; for 
the latter laborious perform- mention is marie there ot the 
ance, which is mentioned by provinces ot Arcadia in Egypt, 
Servius, has been long lince and Ilonorias in Pontus, fo 
loll: ( 3 ). Viflor, the hillorian, flyled from that prince’s tw'o 
who clofes his hiftory with a fons, and no notice is taken of 
kind of panegyric on Theodo- feveral other provinces formed 
lius, is thought to have lived in by Arcadius after the death of 
his time, and to have written his father (3) . The five books 
foon after the death of that of Flavius Vegetius Renatus 
prince (q) . The name of Sex- on the military art, are addreff- 
tus Aurelius Virtor is ctimmon ed to the emperor, by whofe 
to him with another hillorian, order the author undertook that 
who flouriflied in the reign of work (4). But that prince is 
the emperor Valens ; but from fometiines named Valentinian, 
him he is dilliiiguilhed by the and fometimes Theodofius (5). 
furname of or the The philofopher 7 'hemifiius 

younger: in feveral manuferipts flouriflied under Theodofius, 
he is flyled Virilorius or Viriio- and was no lefs elleemed by the 
rinus, and under both thefe Greeks than Syniinachus by 

(7} Hier. in Tit. i. p. 148. (8) Volf. Poet. Lat. p. 56. (jlVoJT. : 

Hilt. Lat. lib. ii. cap. ta. p. 121. (1) Idem ibid, (2) Viff. 

Bpit.p. 531. ^3) Vide Norif. Epoch, p. i|8, 302. (4-) Veg. 

lib. i. p. 13. & lib.il. p. 30, (5} IdejH) P- ij- 

the i 



Eajlern and Weflern Empire. 

not yet eleven, he committed the former to the care of Ru- 
finus, and the latter to that of Stilicho Ruhnus was a 

/ native 

Oror. lib. vii. p. izi. Ambr. Serm. de DiveiT. p. ny. Zof. 
p. 7S0. 


the Latins. Gregory Nazian- 
zen flyles him the king of elo¬ 
quence ; and adds, that he ex¬ 
celled in every thing, but nioft- 
ly in the art of fpeaking (6). 
When he was very young, he 
wrote comments on Ariilotle 
for his private ufe; but never- 
thelefs they were publilhed, 
and met with great applaufe 
(7). His comnicnts on Ari- 
Itotle, and his notes on Plato, 
were extant in the time of 
Photius, who llyles them an 
ufetul work (, ). He firlf taught 
the philofuphy of Pythagoras, 
of Plato, and of Ariflotle ; but 
preferred the latter (9). He 
had an incredible number of 
riifciples ; and a philofojrher 
of Sicyon in Peloponnefu.e, who 
had Audied under lambllehus, 
fent him all his at once (/). In 
the year 35^, ConAantius creat¬ 
ed him fenator of ConAanti- 
nople, and wrote a letter in his 
commendation to the tenate of 
that city (2). Tw'o years alter, 
that prince caufed a Aatue to 
be ereffed to his honour (t). 
Julian wrote fr cr|ucntly to him 
in the time of his difgrace; 
and, being created Crelar, an- 
fwered by a long letter that 
which TheiniAius had written 
from ConAaniinople, encourag¬ 
ing him to atifwer the mighty 


expeffations the world enter¬ 
tained of him ^4). Upon the 
accetfion of Jovian to the em¬ 
pire, ThemiAius was deputed 
to rhe new prince by the fenate 
of ConAaniinople, to congra¬ 
tulate him in their name; on 
which occafion he pronounced, 
or intended to pronounce, the 
oration which has reached our 
times (5J with fcveral difeourfes 
pronounced by him before Va- 
lens, who heard him at leaA 
once every year (6). He 
was with that prince in 369, 
when he concluded a peace 
with the Goths, to which the 
philofopher pretends to have 
greatly contributed (7). He at¬ 
tended Valens into the Eatt, and 
in the PerAan war in 372 fti), 
Theodolius raifed him, in 384, 
to the dignity of prefeft of Con- 
Aantinople, and once had fome 
thoughts of committing to his 
care the education of his fnn 
Arcadius (q). It is evident 
finm Ills writings that he pro- 
fcA'ed Paganifm, though he was 
no tanalic. 

Eun apiiis, who compofed the 
lives of the fojrhiAs of the fourth 
cenrur)', was a native of Sardes, 
the metropolis of Lydia; but 
Audied at Athens, for Hve years, 
under I’roerfes, profeflbr of elo¬ 
quence in that city. He re- 


(6) Gregor, Nazieni. ep. cxxxix. p. B65. (7) Idem. Oral. 

x,xvii. p. 333. ■Orat..xxiii. p. 294, 295. (8) Phot, cap 73, p. 164. 

(9) Idem. Oral, xxiii. p. 198. & Orar. Conft. p. 22. (1) Idem. 

Oi'at, xxiii. p, 295. (2) Oral. ConA. p. 18. (3) Themift, Oral, 

iv. p 54. (4) Julian, ad ThemiA. p. 479. (5) ThemiA. Orat. v. 

p. 69. (6) Idem, Orat. X. p. 129. (7) Idem. ibid. p. 133. & 

Oral. xiii. p, 166, (8) Idem. ibid. (9) ThemiA. Orat. xvii. 

p. IIS. 
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native of Eaufe in Gafcony He appeared firft at conrl 
in the reign of TheodoGua, -who, being plcafed -with bia 
uncommon addrefs and extraordinary qualities, raifed him, 
about the year 390, to the poll of magiller officiorum, to 
the confular dignity in 392, and the fame year to that of 
prcfetl of the Eaft, leaving him at Conllantinoplc, veiled 

” Claud, in Ruf. lib, i. p, n, 13. 


turned afterwards to Lydia, and 
taught rhetoric. He applied 
himlell likevvife to the lludy of 
phyfic, and to that of magic, 
under Chryfanthus, who had 
jnarried his coulin. He was 
initiated in the inyderies of 
Llculina, and blindly attached 
to all the ceremonies of the Pa¬ 
gan fuperftition (1). By Chry- 
ranthus he was induced to write 
the lives of the fophifts ; which 
work he begins with the life of 
Plotinus, who flourilhed in the 
middle of the third century. 
From Plotinus he proceeds to 
the lives of Porphyrius, of 
lamblichus, and his difciples, 
who were all addifled to the 
lludy of magic, as evidently 
appears from the account he 
gives us of them (2). He com¬ 
piled the hillory of the empe¬ 
rors, which conlifled of fourteen 
books, and extended from the 
beginning of the reign of Clau¬ 
dius, the fucceflbr of Gallicnus, 
where the hillpry of Dexippus 
ended, to the death of Eudoxia, 
the wife or Arcadius; that is, 
from the year 268 to 404 (3), 
His life of the emperor Julian 
was rather a panegyric than a 
liillory (4'). Some fragments 
of this hillory are Hill to be 


found in Suidas (r), and in the 
abftradls of Conllantinus For-, 
phyrogenitus onembaffies. Vof- 
lius writes, th.it the entire hif- 
tory of Eunapius is lodged in 
the public library of Venice (6). 
The hillory of Zolimus is but 
an abridgment of that of Eu¬ 
napius (7), They were both 
declared enemies to the Chrif- 
tian princes, efpecially to Con- 
Rantine the Great, though Eu¬ 
napius retrenched, in the fe- 
cond edition of his work, moil 
of the inveiffives againll the 
Chriftians, which he had in- 
ferlcd in the firfl (8). The 
two philofophcrs Pappus and 
Theo flouriilied at Alexandria 
in the reign of Theodofius; 
The former wrote a general de- 
feription of the earth, a treatife 
on the rivers of Lydia, and 
fome other books on different 
fubjedfs (9). Theo, or Theon, 
belonged to the Mufeum, fays 
Suidas (1) ; that is, tu the fo- 
ciety of learned men who com- 
pofed the academy of Alexan¬ 
dria. He wrote a book on the 
overflowing of the Nile, and 
others on mathematics, arith¬ 
metic, allrology, on Ptolemy’s 
panpn, and on other fubjefls (2}, 


(1) Runap. fap. 8. p. loz. loj. Phot. cap. 77. p. 169, Jonf, 
lib. ill. cap. 17. p. 196—Z99. (z) Eunap. cap, zi. p. 144. 

(3) Phot. ibid. Eunap. p. 75. (4) Ibid. cap. 8. p, 8z. Themill. 

Orat. (5) Suid, p. 1099. 2297. (6) Volf. Hilf. Grace. Ilh. ii. 

cap. iXv p. zjz, (7) Phot. cap. 93. p 272. (8) Idem ibid. 

Suid; p. 1515. (9) Ibid. p. 424 & 1307, (1) Idem ibid, 

^3^ Idem ibid. ^ Jonf. lib, iii. cap. z, p. uy,. 

yvith 
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■with almoft an abfolute and unliinited power, when he 
marched into the Weft in 394 to make W'ar on Eugtnius 

Rufinus was well-fliaped, tall, of a graceful mien, and W/j 
fprightly genius'’. He profeffed the Clirilb’an religion, and 
was baptized in 394, on the folemn confecration of a 
church which he had built, together with a palace, near 
Chalccdon He could never have gained the efleem and 
confidence of Theodolius, without the appearance, at leaf!, 
of piety^, joined to his uncommon talents. St. Ambrofe 
ranked him among his friends, and was glad to fee him 
preferred He lived in great intimacy with Symmachus, 
if the laft letters of that w^riter’s third book are, as they are 
commonly believed, addrcfTcd to him. In thofe letters 
Symmachus commends his lively genius, his eloquence, 
and the delicacy of his railleiy”. He likewife extols his 
virtue, his fincerity and dirmtereftednefs, and the penetra¬ 
tion of 'rheodofius in choofing fo worthy a miniftcr. Hut 
the fame writer cenfurcs him more after his death, than he 
had flattered him in his life-time. Clauclian charges him 
with avarice, ambition, cruelty, perfidioufnefs, and all the 
crimes and evil qualities of which human nature is r.ipa- 
ble. Suidas and Zofimus fpeak of him as a great difl’em- 
bler, and one who trampled under-foot all laws, both hu¬ 
man and divine, when they Itood in I'.-.c way of his un¬ 
bounded ambition, and infatiable avarice. .St. Jerorn like¬ 
wife charges him with a' arice; Orofius, Philollorgius, and 
Marcellinus in his chronicle, accufc him of having excited 
the Barbarians againft the empire, in order to raife bimfclf, 
in that cpofufioii of alTairs, to the fovereigiity. St. Am- 
hrofe repro.iches him, in Theoilorcr, as the author of the 
maflacre of the inhabitants of Theffalonica '. Zoinnus af- 
cribes to his treachery the death of Proinotus, killed by the 
Barbarians, and the downfal and misfortunes of Taiianiis, 
and his fon Proculus “; but other writers quellion the in¬ 
nocence both of the father and fon, as we have already 
obferved. 

Stilicho, who ruled with no ItTs alifulutc power in the Siihcha 
Welt under Honorius, than Piufinus dirl in the It.ill under 
Arcadius, was a Vandal ; whence he is flyled by St. Jerorn . 
a Demi-barbarian"'. Clgudian, who was no Icfs partial in 


" Zof. lib. iv. p. 771. Cnd. Tlieod. tit. 6. p. iSi. Ambr. cp. 
50. p. leg. P Philolt. Iil>. xi. cap. 3. p. 318. Soz. lib. viii. 

cap. 17. p. 780. q Palla-j. Hift. I.auf. cap. 12. p. 915. ' Ainb. 

cp. 50. p gog. " Symm. lib. lii. cp. 82, 83. SS. p. 137. r'l'licp- 
dor.'lib. V. cap. 17. p. 728. “ Zof. lib. iv. p. 773. *; ilicr. 

Cp. >1. p 93. Val. Rer. Franc, lil). i. p. 104. Oruf. lib, vii, tap. 
j8, p. 22?. 
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iiis favour than prejudiced againil his rival RuGnus, men* 
tions none of his anceftors, belicies his father, who had a 
Vis tha- confiderable command in the army under Valens*. Stili- 
raStr. cho himfelf bore arms from his childhood, and rofe by de¬ 
grees to the port of magifter utriufque militiie, that is, ge¬ 
neral both of the horfe and footr. He commanded the 
Roman]troops, according toZofimus,forthe fpace of twenty- 
three years, and attended Theodofius in all his wars. That 
prince muft have entertained a great opinion of him, fince 
he preferred him to all thofe who courted his niece Serena, 
whom he had adopted after the death of her father Hono- 
lius. By her Stilicho had a fon, named Eucherius, born 
at Rome in 389, while Theodofius was in that city, and 
two daughters, Maria and Thcrmantia, of whom we fhall 
have freqnent occafion to fpeakin the fequel of our hifiory. 
Theodofius would not have honoured Stilicho with his alli¬ 
ance, had he not profefied the Chriftian religion ; but, as he 
is more commended by the Pagan than Chriftian writers, 
and his fon Eucherius openly declared himfelf againfl 
Chriflianity, we cannot, upon the bare teflimony of Baro- 
nius, believe him to have been, not only a zealous but a 
pious Chriftian. Zofimus writes, that, during the time he 
commanded the Roman armies, he never fold any military 
employments, or deprived the foldiers of the leaft (hare of 
their pay. The fame writer extols his moderation, in not 
preferring his fon Eucherius to any confiderable employ¬ 
ments, though he had a juft title to the firft in the ftate. 
But other writers “ charge him even with a defign of raifing 
his fon to the empire, and depofing his lawful fovereign 
Honorius, his ward and his fon-in-law ; for that prince 
married fucceftively both Stilicho’s daughters. Zofimus 
endeavours to clear him from this charge ; but at the fame 
time owns him to have been in the higheft degree corrupt 
and partial in the admlniftration of jullice ; to have coun¬ 
tenanced thofe who plundered the provinces, provided they 
Ihared the fpoils with them ; and to have in a fhort time 
acquired, by the moft unlawful means, immenfe riches*. 
Upon the death of Theodofius, Arcadius, to whom the 
Eaftern provinces had been allotted, proceeded immediately 
to Conftantinople, while Honorius continued at Milan, to 
awe with his prefence the Barbarians inhabiting the coun¬ 
tries bordering on I^hxtia, who were in arms, and ready to 
break into the empire- As Honorius was but a child, and 
Arcadius a youth, without either parts or experience, both 

^ Claud. deLnud. Stilic. lib. ii- p. 124. y Profp. lib, iii. cap. 3!!. 
p. 150. Grut. p, iiz. ^ Philolt. p, 461.4(15, » Zof, 

p. 7^0-789. 
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piinccsbore only the name of emperors, the whole power' 
being lodged in Rufinus and Stilicho, of whom the former 
ruled with abfolute dominion in the baft, and the other do¬ 
mineered in the Weft. 

Thefe two minillers agreed in plundering the provinces, Bathmimi- 
and impoveriflhing whole nations, to enrich thenilfelvcs; afrrr 
but at the fame time jealous of each other’s grandeur, 
neither of them thought himfelf fafe, while his rival con- 
tinued in power. Stilicho pretended, that Theodofius, 
when dying, had committed both princes, and the manage¬ 
ment of the affairs of both empires to his care ; hence, con- 
fulering the power which Rulinus enjoyed in the Eaft as a 
mere ufurpation, he was conllantly meditating in what 
manner he might compafs his ruin, and engrofs the whole 
authority to himfelf*’. On the other hand, Rufinus, not Rufitai 
fatisfied to rule under Arcadius, began to afpire to the fo- afpim ta 
vereignty; and thinking the readielt way to attain it, was 
to marry his daughter to the young prince, who, he ima- 
gined, would not think it any difparagcment to affumc his 
father-in-law for his colleague, he caufed overtures con¬ 
cerning this match to be made with the utmoft fecrecy ; 
which, however, foon became the public talk, and height¬ 
ened the averfioii which the people had already conceived 
againft him, on account of his arrogance, avarice, and ar¬ 
bitrary procedings. While this affiirwas in agitation, Eu- 
cherius, the emperor’s uncle, thinking himfelf ill treated 
by Lueianus, count of the Eaft, complained to Arcadius, 
who call the whole blame upon Rufinus, by whofc inteteft 
he had been raifed to that poft. l.ucianus was the fon of 
Florentius, prefedtof Gaul in the latter end of the reign of 
Conllantius ; and, having purchafed the favour of Ruhnus, 
by prefenting him with rich pofl'effions, had been recom¬ 
mended to the emperor, who made him count of the Eaft, 
in which office he is faid to have acquitted himfelf with the 
greateftjuftice, moderation, and integrity; infomuch that 
he refufed even to comply with a requeft of the emperor’s 
uncle, which appeared inconfiftent with equity. This re- remark. 
fufal being mifreprefented to Arcadius, Rufinus, inftead of al>/e ia- 
protedling one who had puiehafed his favour at fo great a 
price, left Conftaniinople, without imparting his defign ; JQ** 
and, haftening to Antioch with a fmall retinue, entered that arbitrafy 
city in the dead of night, caufed Lueianus to be appre- pruted- 
bended, and, when he was brought before his tribunal, 
commanded him, though no one appeared againft him, to 
be beat with leaden balls faftened to cords, till he expired, 

*• Plaud. in Ruf. lib. ii. p. *o. & conf, Hon. 3. p, 38, 
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^his barbarous execution bigbly provoked the inhabitants 
of Antioch ; and Ruhnus, to appeafe them, ordered a mag¬ 
nificent portico to be built, which was deemed the molt 
{lately edifice in all Syria 

From Antioch Rufinus returned to Conftantinople, pleaf- 
jng himTelf with the thoughts of his future affinity with the 
emperor; but, upon his arrival, he found Arcadius im- 
moveably determined to marry Eudoxia, who had been pro- 
pofed by the eunuch Eutropius ; and accordingly the nup¬ 
tials were celebrated on the twenty-feventh of April, of the 
year 395, to the great difappointment of RufinusEu¬ 
doxia was a Frank, the daughter of the famous count and 
general Cauto, who had been conful in 385, and not of the 
emperor Gratian, or of the famous general Promotus, as 
fome have advanced without fufficient grounds As ffie 
was a woman of great addrefs, of a haughty and imperious 
temper, file foon gained an abfolute fway over the weak 
prince her hufliandSome writers have queflioned her 
modedy ; but from that charge flie is cleared by others, 
though all agree in accufing her of infatiable avarice, which 
often prompted her to niofl flagrant a£ls of injuftice. 
H owever, ffie had fome outward appearance of piety; fa¬ 
voured the Catholics, and fliewed great refpeCl to the pre¬ 
lates and clergy. Having prevailed upon the emperor to 
demoliffi the temple of Mamas, and other temples at Gaza, 
ffie b uilt in that city a moft llately and magnificent church, 
which from her w'as called Eudoxiana. Hence St- Chry- 
i'ollom publicly commended her as the Mother of tlie 
Church, the Patronefs of the Saints, and the Support of 
the Poor e. But the cruel perfecution ffie afterwards raifed 
againft her panegyrifl, has rendered her name infamous in 
the hiflory of the church. 

Rufinus found himfelf dif.ippointed as to the marriage of 
his daughter, and his alliance with the imperial family ; and 
at the fame time dreaded the credit of the eunuch Eutro¬ 
pius; but more the arms of Stilicho, who pretended to have 
been appointed by Thcodofius guardian to both his children, 
and was preparing to march into the Eaft, to difpoffefs bis 
rival of the authority he had ufurped. In order therefore 
to defeat the defigns of Stilicho, and to have an opportunity 
of getting rid of Eutropius; and even of feizing the fovereign 
power, he refolved to fet all in a flame, and involve the 
whole empire in the utmofl confufion With this view 

t Zof. lib. V. p. 780, 7S1. Chron. Alex. p. 71D. e Vide 

Val Rer. Fi ani:, lib. ii. p. S5. Pliilolt. lib xi.cap. 6. p. jiq. t 
drrn. p. 334^. sChryf. tom. ii’.p. 853. •> Ofof. lib. vii. 
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he privately inlligated by bis emiflarles theHunns, who pe¬ 
netrated as far as Antioch, deftroying all with fire and fword, 
and committing unbeard-of cruelties *. At the lame time 
he encouraged the famous Alaric to join his countrymen 
the Goths, and other Barbarians, in order to invade Greece, 
alTuring him, that he Ihould meet with no oppolitioii. Ala¬ 
ric at that time commanded a body of Goths in the Roman 
fervice ; but being diflatisfied that he liad been rewarded 
with no higher preferment, fince he had dilhnguiflied him- 
felf in the late war with Eugenius, he readily clofed with 
the propofal of Rulinus. Being by him fupplied with large 
fums, he aflembled an incredible number ot Barbaiians of 
difl'erent nations; and, putting liimfelf at their head, ra¬ 
vaged all Thrace, Tannonia, Macedon, and Thell'.ily. 

As he approached the famous Streights of I'liermopyla’, 
Gerontius, who guarded them, and was privy to the wicked 
defigns of his patron Rufinus, immediately withdrew, and 
opened a free paflage for the Barbarians into Greece ; which 
they ravaged with incredible fury, putting thofc to the fword 
■who offered to oppofe them, and fending into their rcljui;- 
tive countries all the women and children that fellinto their 
hands, together with the whole wealth of that opulent pro¬ 
vince. As Antlochus, at that time proconful of Achai.i, 
and another of Rufinus’s creatures, did not offer to oppofe 
them, they over-ran the whole country, rifling the temples, 
pillaging the cities, and committing fuch devaffations, aa 
were felt by the unhappy inhabitants for many years after. 
The whole country between Dalmatta, the Adriatic Gulf, 
and the Euxine Sea, was laid wafte, and turned into a c!c- 
fert, the inhabitants concealing themfelves in dens and 
caves, through fear of being either inhumanly murdered, or 
carried into captivity. The city of Conflantinople itfelf was 
in a manner befieged, parties of the Birbarians advancing 
with great boldnefs to the very gates of that metropolis. Ru¬ 
finus, attired after the Gothic manner, went out, as he laid, 
to treat with them, and was received by the Barbarians with 
extraordinary maiks of efteem; which confirmed the fufpi- 
cion moft people entertained of his treachery 

While thefe things paffedin the Ealf, Stilicho ■was bulled 
on the bank of the Rhine, in renewing the ancient alliances 
of the Roman people with the Franks, and other German 
nations ; a talk which he had no fooncr performed, than 
he refolved to march to the fuccour of Gicece ; in which 
undertaking he embarked the more readily, as he hoped to 

1 Socr. lib. VI. cap. i. p* 303. Soz. lib. viii, cap. i* p* 751 ' 

¥ Zor.p.73j. Claud, in Ruf-lib. ii. P *I* Philuft-p. 154* 

have 


331 

fitrs uf> the 
Huftm and 
Coths to 
njadt the 


Dreadful 

r i! vaiiej 

( frmittfd 
h the 
UiJihs, uti” 
Jer the 

of 

Alaric* 


Slilitha re* 
ntivf ihe 
ancient al¬ 
liances 
nvith the 
Getman 
nations. 



332 


marckti h 
thi relief 
ef Greece. 


He ij or¬ 
dered by 
Arcadwi to 
return into 
tie Weft. 


Ruftnm 

murdered. 


The Hiftory of the 

have an opportunity of ruining Ruiinus, and getting the 
whole power of both empires into his own hands. 

Leaving therefore Gaul about the end of the fpring, he 
proceeded with all the Weftern troops, and thofe likewife 
of the Eaft, that had been left in the Weft after the defeat 
of Eugenius. He marched, according to Claudian, over the 
Alps, no doubt, the Julian Alps, and confequently through 
Dalmatia. The Barbarians, hearing of his arrival in thofe 
parts, refolvcd to make a ftand in Theflaly, and with this 
view collefted into one body all their troops that were dif- 
perfed about the country. Stilicho was already within a 
fmall diftance of the enemy’s army, and his men exprefled 
great cagernefs to engage them, when Ruiinus, concluding, 
that, if the Barbarians were overcome and reprelfed, the 
ftorm would fall upon his own head, prevailed upon Arca- 
dius to fend for the Oriental troops. Accordingly an offi¬ 
cer was difpatched to Stilicho, with a peremptory order from 
the emperor to fend them immediately, and return with the 
reft into the Weft. Stilicho was greatly furprifed at this 
order, which he thought, fnatched out of his hands a cer¬ 
tain viftory, and expofed the empire to imminent danger. 
How'cver, not daring to difobey, he not only fent the troops, 
but half the treafure which TheodoBus had left '. In dif- 
miffing the forces, he appointed Gaines, a Goth, and his 
intimate friend, to conduifl: them to Conftantinople, after 
having imparted bis tlefign of difpatching Rufirius, and, no 
doubt, encouraged him to feize the firft opportunity that 
might offer to put it in execution. 

Under his condudlthe army arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Conftantinople on the twenty-feventh of November ; and 
the emperor, according to cuftom, went in perfon to meet 
them, attended by Rufinus, who, as he had gained over 
fome of the chief officers toproclaim him emperoron thisoc- 
cafion, had already prepared the purple, the diadem, and the 
donative for the foldiery. The army received the emperor 
with all the refpefl due to the fon of TheodoBus the Great; 
but at the fame time, upon a ftgnal given by Gainas, they 
fell upon Rufinus, and cut him in pieces, while he was 
preffing Arcadius to declare him his colleague This tranf- 
affion happened, according to Claudian, at the palace of 
Hebdomon, where the emperors of the Eaft were ufually 
crowned. After his death, they cut off his head, and put¬ 
ting a ftone in his mouth to keep it open, they bore it on 

1 Claud. Conf. Hon. 4. p. 50, 51, & Laud. Stil. lib. i. p, iiS, I19. 
& lib.ii, p. i;;. KuF lib. ii. p. iz. Zof. p. 7SZ, 783. m Socr. 

p. 30s. I’liiloft. p. Chroti. Alex. p. 710. Claud, in Ruf. lib. 
ii. p. zg. 
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the point of a fpear to Conftantinople, where it was recelve’d 
with the greatcft dcnionftrations of joy They likcwife 
cut off his right-hand, and, carrying it about the ftreets of 
Conftantinople, alked alms for the infatiabic Rufinus, re¬ 
duced to beggary. By this artifice they colledted confider- 
able fums, every one being glad to rew.ird, with fome fmall 
acknowlegement, thofe who had contributed to the death of 
a perfon they lo much abhorred His eftate and effedls 
were confifcated; and the decree iffued on that occafion was 
feat to Rome, where the people exprcfl'cd the greatelt joy 
at the death and deferved end of that infatiable robber, to 
ufe the expreflion of Symniachus, who had plundered the 
world P. His w'ife and daughter, fearing they fliould fall 
a facrifice to the fury of the people, took fanftuary in a 
church, whence they were luffcrcd to retire to Jerulalem, 
where they Ipent the reft of their days. 

Neither Stilieho, nor the empire, gained any thing by the 
death of Rufinus, he being fucceeded, not only in his power 
and employments, biu in his cruelty, avarice, and other de- 
teffable qualities, by the eunuch Eutropius, who had con¬ 
curred with Stilicho in all his meafures againlt their common 
rival. Eutropius was by birth an Armenian, by condition a 
flave; and had been made an eunuch foon after his birth, 
eunuchs being then more in requelt, and confcquently more 
advantageous to the feller, than common Haves. He had fre¬ 
quently changed mailers, having been often bought and fold. 
When he was advanced in years, a foldier, named Ptolemy, 
gave him as a prefent to his general Arintheus, who was 
famous under Valens : Arintheus prefented his daughter 
with him when (he was married, to comb her hair, and per¬ 
form fuch-like mean offices about her j which when he could 
no longer difeharge on account of his age, ffic gave him his 
liberty. Being now his own mailer, he found means to get 
into the couit, where he was employed in the lowed offices, 
till he was raifed by the interell of Abundantius, who was 
conful in 393, to a more creditable poll s. ThcoHofius au- 
thorifed him in 392, to confult the holy hermit John in the 
wildernefs of Thebais'. That prince feems to have repofed 
fome confidence in him. After the marriage of Arcadius 
with Eudoxia, he was made, no doubt at her recommenda¬ 
tion, great chamberlain, and, upon the death of Rufinus, 
veiled with the fame power and authority which that minif- 

" Philoff. p. 518- Hier. ep. 3. p. 16. Claud, in Ruf. lib. ii. p. ji. 
Allerii Oral. iv. p. 76. Hicr. Philoft* JLoit ibid. r Symm. 
lib. iv. ep. 13. p. 231. « Claud, ia Eutrop. lib. i. p- 43. 9i~-ST- 

' Sdz, lib, vii. cjp. 21. p> 74a> 
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ter had enjoyed *. Rufinus fecmed to furvive in thii wicked 
eunuch, who was, according to Eunapius, a declared ene¬ 
my to virtue, and every virtuous man That writer, after 
having drawn his portrait in the blackeft colours, concludes, 
that he has not painted him fuch as he really was, there 
being no crime with which he might not defervedly charge 
him. He furpafled in avarice Rulinus himfelf, expofing to 
public fale the chief employments, and entertaining an in¬ 
credible number of informers to accufe perfons poflefled of 
ellates ; by which means he conveyed the whole wealth of 
the empire into his own coffers : the prifons, and places of 
baniOiment, were filled with unhappy exiles, ftripped of 
their wealth, the only crime for which they had been con¬ 
demned. As Arcadius was a prince of very llender parts, 
he fuffered himfelf to be entirely governed by this wicked 
miniller, not daring to enquire into his condudf, or attend 
to thofe who had the courage to complain of his arbitrary 
proceedings. However, by fcveral laws of this year, he 
confirmed thofe that had been enafted by his father againft 
heretics “; and by one addrclfed to Marcellus, then magif- 
ter ofiiciorum, he commanded that officer to examine, with 
great care, whether any employments at court were held by 
heretics, and not only to difmifs, but to banilli fuch as he 
fliould difeover in the palace, with thofe who had recom¬ 
mended them. 

SiiBeki re- In the courfe of next year, Stilicho, who was returned to 
turnsto Italy with the Weftern troops, fet out again to fuccoiir 
*Cnec'e^ Greece, reduced to a moft deplorable condition by Alaric, 
and the Barbarians under his command, tie embarked on 
the Adriatic Sea; and, landing without oppofition in Relo- 
ponnefus, cut off great numbers of the enemy in various fuc- 
ccfsful encounters; and, in the end, obliged them to retire 
to a mountain in Arcadia, named Pholce, at a fmall diftance 
Vr. of FI. from Pifa. There he cnclofed them on all fides, cut off 
184.6. their communication with the neighbouring country, and 
A.D. 396. gygn turned the courfe of the river that fupplied them with 
' " water w. But when he had them thus in his power, he fuf- 
But fugen fcrcd them to cfcape, to retire out of Pelopomiefus, and to 
Alartcti pillage Epirus in their retreat (C). Soon after, Alaric was 
S/ffl/r. by 

• Zof. p. 781. Fhiloil. lib. xi. cap. 5. p. 518. Suid. p. 1099, 
r Eunap. p. 1S3. u Cod. Theod. Ub. ii, tir. 9. Ug. 8. p. 133, 

& lib. xvi. tit j. leg. 15. p. 141, 144. w Zuf. lib. v. p. 784. 

Claud, conf. Hob. 4. p. 31. 

(C) Orofius fuppofes him to and therefore thinks him nolels 
have connived at their efeape, guilty than Ruhnus, who firft 

excited 
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by Arcadius, or rather by his governor Eutropius, appointed 
commander of the troops in Eaftlllyricum, which comprifcd 
Greece, as we read in Claudian 

Though Stilicho immediately retired with his troops 
from Greece, purfuant to the oiders of Arcadius, yet that 
prince, in obedience to the injunffions of Eutropius, cauf- 
ed hini to be declared a public enemy by a folemn decree 
of the fenate of ConIVantinople y, ordering at the fame 
time all the lands and palaces he had in the Eafl to be feized 
and confifcated Eutropius, not fatioficd with having de¬ 
feated the meafures of Stilicho, afpiring to the fame poll 
in the court of Arcadius, which he held in that of llono- 
rius, refolved to remove all thofe out of the way, in whom 
Arcadius feemed to repofe any confidence. lie began 
with Abundantius, by whofe means he had been firfi; railed 
at court. Abundantius had ferved in the army with great 
reputation in the time of Gratian, and had been raifed by 
Theodofius to the poll of general both of the liorfe and 
foot, to the prxtorfhip, and confular dignity *. J 5 ut Eu¬ 
tropius, jealous of the authority and credit which his expe¬ 
rience and known integrity procured him at court, and 
panting after the immenfe wealth with which his eminent 
fervices had been rewarded, prevailed on the weak prince 
with his crafty and malicious infinuations, to baniln him 
to Pityus, a city of Bofporus, to the north of the Euxinc 
fea, and beyond Colchis; where he led a miferable life, 
ftripped of all his effefts, till the death of Eutropius, when 
he was removed, and confined to Sidon in Phoenicia, in 
which city he died 


* Claud, in Entrop. ibid. y Zof. p. 7S8. * Claud, qe 

Eaud. Stil. lib. i. p. iio. ® Cod. Theud. tit- 6. 347. •> Hier. 

epilt. 3. p. i6. Aft- Orat. iv. p. 76. 


excited them againll the em¬ 
pire (i). Zulimus writes, that 
they owed their fafety to the 
negligence and mlfcunduft ot 
Stilicho (z). But Claudian tells 
us, that Eutropius, regarding 
Stilicho as a more dangerous 
enemy than Alaric, periuaded 
Arcadius to conclude a peace 
with the latter, to take him and 
the Barbarians, who had ra¬ 


vaged the beft provinces of the 
empire, under his proteAion, 
and to order Stilicho to with¬ 
draw his troops from Greece, 
which belonged Co Arcadius. 
Thus was Stilicho robbed the 
fccond rime by a jealous rival 
of the glory of delivering the 
empire, and triumphing over 
the Barbarians (j). 


(0 Ornr. lib. vii. cap. 37. p. iii. (z) Zolim 

(3) Claud.Bell. Cuth. p. i;a iSf in Eulrop. lib. ii. p. 113. 
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The credit which Timafius had at court, and with the 
army, gave the wicked miiiifter, M ho could bear no com- 

E etitor, more jealoufy than that of Tibundantius. He had 
een long one of the chief commanders of the army, had 
ferved Valens and Theodofius in all their wars with great 
honour and integrity, and been reM^arded by the latter with 
the confular dignity ^ Eutropius, refolving to procure the 
ruin of fo powerful a rival, had recourfe to Bargus, M'ho 
lived in great intimacy with Timafius. Bargus was a per- 
fon of-a mean defeent, and had been forced, for fome no¬ 
torious crime, to fly from Laodicea in Syria, his native 
city, and retire to Sardes, in Lydia. There Timafius ac¬ 
cidentally met him ; and being pleafed with his facetious 
converfation, without enquiring farther into his charaftcr, 
admitted him to his confidence, gave him the command of 
a cohort, and carried him to Conftantinople -, at which the 
magiftrates M^ere highly difpleafed, becaufe he had been 
formerly banifhed that city. Eutropius applied to this 
man as a proper inftriiment for his villainous purpofe, and 
eafily prevailed upon him to betray his friend and benefac¬ 
tor, by accufing him of treafon, and producing a counter¬ 
feit writing, upon which he was, without delay, brought 
to trial. Eutropius perfuaded the emperor to prefide in 
perfon ; but perceiving the people w^ere highly incenfed 
to fee a perfon of Timafius’s dignity and charafter arraign¬ 
ed upon the depofition of fuch an infamous wretch as Bar¬ 
gus, he advifed the prince, whom he managed as he pleaf¬ 
ed, to withdraw'', and fubftilute Saturninus and Procopius 
in his room. The former of thefe had difeharged the chief 
employments in the ftate, and the confulfliip ; but is faid 
to have dilhonoured his old age by a general and mean 
compliance with the w'ill of the ruling minilter. Proco¬ 
pius was fon-in-law to the emperor Valens, of a rough and 
favage temper, but not eafily prevailed upon to fwerve from 
what he thought juft and equitable, as appeared in this 
cafe i for he boldly maintained, that fuch an infamous 
wretch as Bargus ought not to be admitted as evidence 
againft a perfon of Timafius’s rank, againft his friend and 
benefadfor. 

But Saturninus prevailing, the unhappy Timafius w.is 
(tripped of all his wealth, and banifhed to Oafis, a barren 
and inhofpitable place in liibya, from which there was no 
polfible means of efcape, it being furrounded by a vail de- 
iert of fand, which moving to and fro with the wind, fuf- 


c Zof p. 7S6, 787. Alt. p- 76. Soz. libi viii.cap. 7. p- 7^^- 

fered 
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fei ccl no track or footftep of any former traveller to be feen.’ 

Barbus did not long enjoy the price of his treachery and 
wickediiefs ; for Eutropius, who was a man of too great 
difccrnnient to trult a traitor, and well knew that one 
who had betrayed his friend and benefaOfor, would not 
prove faithful to him, refolved to difpatch liini as foon as 
poflible. Accordingly, having fent him upon fome advan¬ 
tageous comniilhon out ot Conflaiitinople, during his ab- 
fcnce, he imlnced his wife, who was then at variance with 
her hulband, !o piefent fonie treafonahle papers to the em- tlnaccufer 
peror, which (he pv. icuded to have lound in his cullody. 

In confequence ol iliis detection, Bargus was upon his te- 
turn arraigned, fentenced to death, and executed. 

In the couife of this year, dreadful eartiujuakes were creat 
felt in molt provinces of the Eaft ; and the Iky, appearing eanh- 
all in a li.'.iiiL over the city of Conftantinople, terrified the <juakt!,tf(s 
inh.ihitants, and the emperor himfell, to fuch a degree, 
th.it abaniloning the city, they retired to the fields. From 
the I’evcral laws of this year, moft of whieh tend to the 
lotiil fiipprelTion of idolatry, and the curbing of heretics, 
it appears, that Ar adins continued the whole time at Con- 
llaiitinople, or In (he neighbourhood of that city. The law 
of the rwenlY-leeand of March, is ilatcd from Regiuni, 
which is fuppufed to have been an imperial palace about 
fifteen miles f iim the metropolis. Kotliing happened this 
year in ihc Well worthy of notice, except the converfion 
of Tri piil, queen of tlic Marcomans, to the Chrillian re- 
ligion. Ilonorius conlimied all this year at Milan, as is veruato 
evident fiom the ibte.s of his laws. t-Arr/i- 

Fhe next tonfuls were, C.'xfarius and Atticus : the 
former had fucrucded Uufiiius in the prcfeftnre of the 
Fait, Eutropius being, as an cinuieh, excluded from that 
office ; and the l.itter had been governor of Wdl-Illyricum 
under Valentiiiian 11 . in 38.4. Cxfarius feems to Have en¬ 
tered upon his coiilulfliip at Conftantinople, and Atiicus at 
Home''. Arcadins, le.uing Conltantinoplc in the month 
of July, went to .\iicyra, and remained there till the lat¬ 
ter end of September, wdien he returned to the metropolis 
with as much pomp .and ihew as if he had conquered the 
Perfians, fays Claudian, who fuppofes him to have con- 
Ilantly pafTed the fummer at Ancyra, Eutropius diverting 
him, by that progrefs, from applying to affairs of Hate 
Stilicho ftill claimed the adminiftration of affairs in the 

* Syram. lib. vii. ep- to. p. zyj. Cod. Theodor. Chron.p. 136. 

Profp. p. 470. Idat. in Fait. ' Claudian. in Eutrop. lib. 11. 

p. 110. 
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J'aft, and was preparing to march once more into the do¬ 
minions of Arcadius, in order to fuppoit his claim by force 
of aims, and revenge on Kutropius the injurious decree 
iffued agalnlt him by the fenate of Conllanlinople. But 
tliat wicked and crafty miniflcr not ferupiing, for the fup- 
port of his own povixr, to kindle a war between tlie two 
brothers, privately perfuaded Gildo, who commanded the 
Koman troops in Africa, to revolt from Honorius, and fub- 
mit to A.rcadius, hoping by thefe means to divert Stilichrr 
from purfuing his iiUetidcd expcilition into the Ealt 
Gildo was brother to the famous Eirmus, who made war 
upon the Homans iti 373, but was ovtrcome by count 
T heodofius, the father of the emperor of that name. In 
that war Gildo joinctl the llomans, atid was afterwards, by 
Valentinian II. or rather by riuodofius, whn governed in 
his name, appointed count of Africa, and commander of 
all the troops in that province. 'I heodofius, that he iniglit 
have fomc pledge of his fidelity, in conferring that dignity 
upon him, married Salvina, the daughter of (fildo, to Nc- 
bridius, nephew by the mother to the enijnef, Elaccilln 

Gildo was, if not by religion, at lead; in his manners, a 
Pagan. Claudian charges him with avarice, cruelty, lu¬ 
xury, and all manner of Icwdncfs, the more fliamchil and 
fcaodalous, as he was already far advanced in years fit. 
aluflin condemns him a.s one infamous lor wickEdiicfs and 
debauchery *. When Eugenius uuirjieil the empire of the 
V/clb, Gildo acknovvlegt’d 'I'heodofiur. ; but when that 
prince marched agaiiil’c the ufurjicr in 304, he declined 
lending any luccours, as other governors of provinces had 
done, in ohedience to the tniperor’s orders, W'aiting the 
ill’uc of the war, in order to join the party that fliould pre¬ 
vail ; infoimich that 'Eheodolius would have treated him as 
an open enemy, according to Cliiudian, had he not been 
prevented hy death. Eutropius having induced him to re- 
r volt from Honorius, he obliged moll of the cities of Alriea 
and Carthage itfelf to aekiiowlege Aicadius, placing fuch 
governors in them, as he knew were attached to his own 
intercll, with a delign of feizing the province for bimfelf, 
as be bad but a very mean opinion of both princes''. WbcH 
intelligence of his revolt was brought to Honorius, he ac¬ 
quainted the fenate of Pvome with it, who immediately 
licclaied Gildo a public enemy, and difpatched a fokmn 
embafly to Arcadius, intrealing him to rellore Africa to its 

< Zof. p. 7KS. g Ammian. lib. xxix. p, 399. Hier. Ep. ii. 

p. 04. Claud Bell. Gild. p. 74, 84. i Aug. epill. Ixiv. 

p. 485. Oi'ol, lib, vii. cap. 36. p. xzi. 
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lawful fovcrcigii Symmachus at the fame time wrote to 
Areadius, probably by order, and in the name, of rlu' fe- 
ii.itL’, c'^horting him not to quarrel, but to live in friendlhip 
and amity with his brother. 

In the mean time a famine began to rage in Rome, Gildo 
not fiiff'critig any corn to be convcyetl thither from Africa. 
Two fleets were therefore equipped v'itli great expetlition, 
one to be employed ag.iinfl Gililo, and the other in btijig- 
ing eoi n and other provilions to Rome from Cfaul and Spain. 
The former failed ihit. year, and, with a fcaioiiable fnpply, 
ijiiieted the populace, ready to rile ; but the latter could 
not be equipped till the following y-ear. h)nring thefe war¬ 
like preparations, ilicd the ceh.hr.Uetl bilbop of Milan, St. 
Ambrole, by none more regretted than by Stilicbo, Mdin, 
looking n|ion tlic ilealb of that jrrclate as the grcatell mif- 
fortunc that conhl bcl il Italy, bad, upon the lirlt news of 
his illriL-la, caefed public prayers to be olfered for him in 
all tire ehureliesof Milan llonoriiis continued tliis whole 
year at Rlilan. Some of his laws are indeei .1 dated ioun 
Rome j hut that is generally thought to have been a mil- 
take Ry one of th;fe, publiflied in the fquare of Traj.ni 
on the ninth of March, he forbiils the Romans to follow in 
their drefs lureign fafliions ; for it is to be obferved, that 
the liottians, by eonverfing familiarly with the Goths, grew, 
by degrees, fond of their fafhions, and began to adopt 
them ; a eircumflancc m hicb was loukeil upon as a latal 
prelude to what happened foon after, lly another law he 
confirms all the privileges and excmpiions which his pre- 
tieceflbrs, moved by a due refpeef lor religion, had granteil 
to the churches, to the ecciclialties, and particularly to the 
biflinp of Rome. In the I ni' , Arcadiiis, by a law dated 
the firft of a\pri!, cnmnianded all the Apollinatiaii teachers 
to be baniflrcd Con[t.mtinople, and the hoiifcs where they 
had held their private aflemblics to be eonfifeated. '1 hat of 
the feveuteenth of jnne forbids any one to infult the Jews, 
or tlieir patriarch, whom he had honoured the preceding 
year with the title of iliuflrious, which w.is hellow'cd on 
the lirft officers of the empire. The law dated the firll of 
July exempts the minifters of their religion from the fame 
burdens, from which the hiffiops, priefls, ami deacons, 
were exempted. By a law dated the eighth of November 
Arcadius commanded all domeftics, whether free-born 
or flaves, to be fentenced to death, who ffiould inform 
againft their maflers, except in cafes of treafon. On the 


A Itimlne 
in Rome* 


St. Am- 
bfojt Ji(si 


SoMr laWJ 
thuyear* 


•Claud, de Laud- Sfd. p, iji- Symm. lib. ivr ep. iv. p. 141- 
Ambr< Vit. cap. 341 p. lo* cap. 45 p« iXi " Cod- Thcod* 

Chron, p. 136, 137. 

Z 2 


feven- 



340 

Flacdlla 

kora. 


Ma/cezel, 
brother to 
GUd'j.fent 
againjl 
him. 

GilJa en~ 
tireiv he- 
Jeated. 


Cil'o is 
taken, and 
lyrs vio- 
leat hands 
on himfelf. 


’The H'tfiory'of the 

fcvenlecnth of June the ernprefs Eudoxin was delivered of a 
daughter, named Flaccilla, from the emperor’s mother, and 
diftingiiifhed with the title of Nobiliflima, ormofl noble 

Next year, 35)8, when Honorius was conful the fourth 
time, with Eutyebianus, who entered upon that dignity at 
Conftantiiiople, f-tilielio purfued, with the utmofl: vigour, 
his warlike preparations againft Gildo; but was greatly 
perplexed howto managethat expedition with fuecefs, and 
whom to truft with the command of the troops. But from 
this anxiety he was foon delivered by the feafonable arrival 
in Italy of Mafeezd, brother to Gildo, who gave a true 
account of the (late of affairs in Afiira, and luggeffed to 
him the moil proper nie.ins for fupprefling the rebellion. 
Mafeezel was not only a Chiilti.in, but a perlon of extra¬ 
ordinary piety; ami tlierefore; could not be prevailed upon 
to join his brixther in liir rebellion, who thereupon rcfolv- 
ed to murder him ; but he, by a timely flight, defeated his 
wicked defign p. Gildo, however, vented his rage on the 
two Tons Mafeezel had left behind, caufing them both to 
be butchered, and leaving their mangled bodies to be d.e- 
voured by wihl beails. Stilicho, not doubting but to re¬ 
venge the death of his children, and the attempt upon his 
9wn life, he would pufli on the u'lr with vigour, and ferve 
the republic with unfliakcn fidclitv, coinmittcil the whole 
management of the intetided expedition againll his brother 
to him. The army embarked at I’ifa, and, putting to fea, 
(leered along the call co.ill of .Sardinia, and landed fafe in 
Africa. Mafeezel, without h'fs of rime, led his troops 
againll Gihio, and attacking him before he could draw up 
his army, gained, after a bloody and oblliuate fight, a com¬ 
plete vifdttry. 

Gildo made bis efcape, and reaching the fea, went on 
board the firfl vellel he found ; but being by a contrary 
wind driven into the harbour of d'abraea, near Hippo in 
Africa, he wa.s apprehended, expofed to the infults of the 
populace, and then thrown into prifon, where be ftrangled 
himfelf, to avoid a more cruel and ignominious deatli 
Upon the defeat and death of Gihio, all Africa fubmitted to 
Honorius. Claudian, who omits no opportunity of flatter¬ 
ing his great hero Stilicho, aferibes the whole fuccefs of this 
expedition to the prudence and vigilance of that minifter. 
He wrote a poem on the war with Gildo; but that piece 
is imperfeft, fince the poet drops the Roman fleet on the 

“ Mar. & Alex. Chrnn. p. 711. p Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 400. 

Orof. lib. vii. cap. 36. p. m. Claud ile Bell. Gild. cap. 79 p. 788. 
<1 Claud de Laud. Stil, lib, i. p. ijz, Zof, p. 788. Orof. Paulin, 
ibid. Mar. Chion. 
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coall of Sardinia in their way to Africa The Icadln:: men’ 
of GilJo’s fai^inn were fent to Rome to be tricii, and lome 
of them were publicly executed. Optatiis, billiop of the 
Donatifts at Tamuj^adi in Numiilia, one of Gildo’s moll 
zc.alous partifaiis, died in prifon. AsfevLial iiiiiiHejit per- 
lons were accufed, and tlraj^jrcd to coiitineniLiit, 1 luiioriiis, 
by a law acldrefl’ed to ViLlor, ptOLOiiiiil of /Vinca, put a 
flop to fueh unjulf profccutions, ordering falie iuronners 
and witnel^^s to be puniflied according to the rigour of the 
feveral laws enaflcil agaiiiil them Clildo’s ellate fell lo Uu rflair 
the treafury, and proved fo large, that a particular treafuier 
was appointed to manage it, with the title of comes Gildo- 
niaci jiatrimnnii, or count of Gildo’s patriuionv. 

Africa being rcftoicd to its former tranrjuility, Mafeezel 
returned to Italy, and was receiveil at Milan by Stiliclio, in 
appearance with the greateft tlcmonltrarions oi fiieiullhip 
andelleem; but tlie glory he had acquired by putting fo 
fpeerty an end to a war, which the iriiiiiller had lo much 
apprehended, giving him no finall jealoufy, he relulved to 
difpatch this new rival. Aeconlingly, as he was one day MafetstI 
paAin!^ a bridge in the neighbourhood of Milan, Mafeezel, puttodtath 
who attended him, with many other perfoiis of dilLiiiction, 
was, bv his private orders, pufiied into the river, and 
lirowned'. About the time of the defeat of Gildo, Hoiio- Honoriui 
rius married at Milan Maria the daughter of Stiliclio by Sfc- 
retia, coufm-german to that prince'. By the dcleat of jaui^hlcriif 
Gildo, an entire harmony was rc-ellablilhed between the siilUht. 
two bi others, as that poet tells us ; but the fame mifunder- 
ttanding continued between the two iniiiillers, who never- 
tlielefs agreed in plundering the unhappy people, and con¬ 
veying into their piivate cofters the uliole wcadlh of the 
two empires. I'.utiopliis perfiiadetl Aicadius to name him, Eutropim 
though an eunuch, for the eonfulfliip tlie enfuing year j 
but Stiliclio would not fuffer him to be ackiiowltged in the 
Welt" (N). 

In 

' Cod. Tlieod. tit. -5. o. iSH. Ciatit). ibid. p. 148. ' 7 .of, lib. v. 

p. ;Ss, 7S9. r Chiutl Coni. Hon. 4. |>. 55. “ Claud, in 

Euti O|,. lib. ii. < ■ i- 

(N) Clauihan relates, that and commanding others to rnife 
when news of the confulaie ot levies lor recTuliing his armies, 

Eutropins were Urought to the The fame poet, enumerating 
court of Honorius, that piince the great things Stilieho had 
was engaged with Stiliclio in performed by himfelf, or others, 
receiving the fubmiffions of the before his conlulddp, that is, 

Alemans, Suevians, and Sicam- bclure the year 40 , lays, that 
Brians; in giving kings to fume, he fuceouretl Britain, attacked 
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In the Eaft, the cities of Conftantinople and Chalcedoii 
were fhaken with violent earthquakes; fcveral buildings 
were confumed with lightning; and the fea, overwhelining 
the land, laid whole countries under water. Claudian 
mentions feveral other prodigies, which were all the fore¬ 
runners, fays that poet, of a prodigy never before heard of, 
an eunuch conful ; for in the following year 390, Eutro- 
pius prevailed upon Arcadiiis to create him a patrician, to 
honour him with the title of Father to the Empeior, and to 
raife him to the confular dignity. He was the firlt and the 
lad eunuch that ever held, or rather difgraced, the fafees. 
His image, with the enfigns of his dignity, w^as carried, as 
it were, in triumph, through all tlic cities of the Eaft; but 
Stilicho refufing to acknow'lege him in the Weft, iVhinlius 
Theodorus alone is named conful in fomc f.ifti, and in the 
laws of Honorius. 

During the confulfliip of Thcodoiiis in tire Weft, and 
Eutropius in the Eaft, died Varanes, 01 V^araranes IV. kiiig 
ofPerfia, who, during the eleven years of his reign, had 
lived in friendfhip with the Romans. He was killed, we 
know not upon what provocation, by his own fubjecls, and 
fucceededby his brotherIfdegerdes, or,as Ahuliaragiiisllyles 
him, YafdejirdEutyehius, w ho calls him A 1 Aitham, 
fuppofes him to have been the fon of his predeceflbr. He 
reigned twenty one years, conftantly maintaining a friendly 
concfpondcncc with the Romans ; but was, according to Eu- 
tychius, a prince of great feverity, or rather cruelty ; w^hence 
he was furnamed AlAitham, or Athim, that is, the had. Pro¬ 
copius gives him a quite different charaAer, deferibing him 
as a generous-fpirited prince He is famous in the hiftoiy 
of the church, fur the perfecution which he taiftd about the 

Claud, in Eulrnp. lit), ii. p. 108, 109. * Abulfar p. 91. 

Eutych. tom i. p. 54S. A:;atl). de Impti. Juft p. 137. yPiocop, 
Bell. I’erf. lib. i. cap. 2, p. 8. 

by the neighhouring nations, 
namely, by the Scots, who, 
arming all lerne againft it, had 
covered the fea with their fleets; 
and that he had fecLircd the Bti- 
tifli eoalf againft the defeents ot 
the Saxons. The learned Ufher 
al'eribes to Stilicho the ellablini- 
ing of a legion in Britain, to 
defend it againft the Piels, the 

(r) Claud, de Laud. Stil. lib. ii. p. 1391 & feq. UfT. Ecclef. Britan. 
Antiq. p, 336. 
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end of his reign againfl the Chrifti.itis in Ins doniinions’ 

The mod remarkable event that happened in t!ic J'.all dur¬ 
ing the eonfulfhip of Eutropius, was the difgrace of that 
powerful minifter, which Zofimus aferilvs chielly to Gaiiias. 

This olTicer had commanded the Goths, anti other Haiba- 
rians, under Theodofius ; and, after the defeat of Euge- 
niiis, re-condur'ded the ealtern army to Arcadiii:;, on wliith 
occafion he caufed Rufinus to he afl’afhnated, in tl.e mainiLT 
we have related already. For this eminent piece of fervicc 
he did not think himfelf fulTiciently rewarded hy F.ntropins, 
who, as he ufed to bond, was indebted to him for all his 
grandeur. From a common foldier he had been ]treferred 
by Theoilofius to the chief commarnl of all the Goths, and 
'Other Barbarians, in the Roman fcrvice, and, bv Eutro¬ 
pius, after the death of Rufinus, to the poll of general of 
Roman horfe and font; but yet not latisficil, and leonring Gainasdif- 
to depend upon a (lave and air eunueh, he rcloh ed to dif- jiitnfir.l 
patch hinr, hojiing, if he were once rcnioved, to luccecd 
him in his po'.ver and auriiority iiofius. 

While he was induigitig hiniRlf in tb.cfe thoughts, count 
TarbigilLl, or Tribigild, who w.is a (ojth, and Lonimairded 
a riumernns body of hi,-, countrymen at Kicolia in Phrygia, 
came to eourt; and, after a fhort relidenee at (loiilbaiiti- 
riople, was prepariitg to return to his quarters, greatly dif- 
fatisfied with the haughty behaviour, and arbitrary eonducl, 
of the prime mitriller; whcir Gainus, to whonr he was 
allied, aecording to .Soerates, refolving to improve his dif- 
content to the ruin of Eutropius, imparled the defigu he 
had formed againlt this niinifler, and encouraged him to Ht i>tJueei 
revolt, alTuring him, that he would, to the utniuftofhis 
power, aflifl: and fupport him. Trihigild, who was a man rr-vs/. 
of great intrepidity and refolution, ami ready to embaik in 
any defperate undertaking, immediately clofed with the 
propofal. Returning to Nieolia, he took arms r.irly in the 
fpting; pillaged that and feveral other cities in Phrygia ; TiibigiU 
and, putting all to the fwoiJ who fell info his hands, with- /'%«/<■- 
out difhntfion of fex, age, or coiulitiun, he threw the 
whole province of Afia itito tlic utmoll coiifufioii, the in- 
habit.iiits, (Iriuk willi terror, abandoning their habitation.s, 
and flying for refuge to the moll difl.int provinces. Intel¬ 
ligence of thefe diforders being brought to court, Eutropius 
endeavoured fiilt to gain Iribigild with l.uge pieient;-, ai'.d 
greater prornifes ; but, finding he could not, by lair mtaiis, 

z Zof. lib. v. p. 7B9. Zoz. lib. viii. cap. 4-p. 760, 761. Socr. lib. 
yj, c.ap. 6. p. 306. 
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Reclaim him, he difpatched a body of troops againfl him, 
Under the condufl of Leo, a perfon greatly attached to his 
interefl, but in every refpe£l, unfit for tliat coinmand. Leo, 
having pafled the ftreights of the Hcllefpont, continued in 
that neighbourhood, not daring to encounter the enemy. 
Gainas, who pretended to be highly provoked againll Tri¬ 
bigild, on account of his revolt, was appointed to guard 
Thrace, and the fea-coafl:, in order to prevent an irruption 
on that fide ; but he, keeping the whole time a private tor- 
refpondence with the rebels, inftead of deleiuling Thrace, 
^dvifed Tribigild to march to the fea-fide, and, croffing the 
Hellefpont, to enter that province. Had his advice necn 
followed, the rebels would have made thcnifelvcs inaflcrs of 
Conftantinople wiihont oppofitio.i ; but Tribigild, bending, 
his march towards Pifidia, was encounteretl by Valentine, 
a citizen of Selga, at the head of a ur.all body of Haves and 
peafants. Tribigild defpifed them at fiilL; but, as they were 
well acquainted with that mountainou.s country, and had, 
by their frequent fkirmifhes with the robbers in thofe parts, 
learnt to make fudnen onfets, and lay anibullics, they cut 
off great numbers of his men, and at Icngtli enclofeil him on 
all fides, in fuch manner, that no way being left for him 
Is r/Juced 1 ® efcape, he mull: inevitably have periliied, bad he not, by 
to great a large fum, prevailed upon Floremius, who guarded a 

diftrefs i narrow pafs called Cochlea, to withdraw, and fuifer him 

to retire. 

However, bis men, by the amhufeades, frequent attacks, 
and fudden onfeis of the Pifidians, were now reduced to 
three hundred. With thefc he marched into the plain, 

_ where he was again blocked up between ihc two rivers Me- 
lane and Eurymedon. In this extremity be f 5 und means itj 
acquaint Gainas with the defperate polhirc of his affniis, 
who, under colour of reinforcing I.eo’s army, detached a 
ftrong body of Barbarians, with private orders to join Tri- 
iutefeafei, bigild; whom they reinforced accordingly. With their 
andJefeats afliftance Tribigild opened himfelf a paflage out of Pifidia, 
falling unexpeftedly upon Leo, cut nioft of his troops 
* in pieces. Leo himfelf, attempting to make his efcape, 

perifhed among the marflies From Pifidia, Tribigild re¬ 
turned into Phrygia, where Gainas, who had advanced in¬ 
to that province, as if he defigned to attack him, fuffeied 
him to ravage with greater fury than ever, magnifying, in 
all the letters he wrote to the emperor, his condudi, his 

> Sof, lib. V. p. Fhiloft. p. 53'. Claud, in. Eutrop. lib. ii. 
p, ]]0, ii6, 1J9, 
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expluit?, ami the llrength of his army, and fuggclllng, that’ 
the only M'ay to fave the empire from impending ruin, was 
to comply with his demands, the chief ot which was, tliat 
Eutropius, the author of all the prefcnt calamities, Ihould 
be delivered into his hands. At the fame time news were 
brought to court of the death of Varancs king of I’erfia, 
and a report was fpread, tliat his fiiccelfor wiis preparing 
to invade Syria. Upon this falfe aiann, and the accounts, 
that were daily tranfmitted by Gainas to Conltantinoplc of 
the progrefs made by rtibigild, fome were for iccurriiig to 
Stilirho, and others for fati.sfying the rebels, by facrificing 
the minifler to the wdlarc ol the llatc Arc-niiu.s, who 
was under the greatcll pcrpkxity, chofe the latter expe¬ 
dient ; and, fending lor hutiopius, caufed him to he ftrip- 
ped of (he confular cnfigns, and difini/led. 

Futropiu.':, ti us diigiai'Cil, and apprehending his life to 
be in dangci, took l.in. tuiiry in a church lint the people 
exclaiming agaiull him in the theatie, and C.iainas, with 
tlic foldiery, pixlling tiie emperor to rcllore the llatc to its 
former tr.nn|ii'li('', hv cni.er jiiitting to ricalh, or hanilhing, 
theabhorud ininillcr, a b.iinl of fii!d,l'. rs was font to rlrag 
him from hi.s af lum, fimi'e n! ihok who hail apj'e.ircil till 
that time moll zc.tU'uflv f a,al to him, t.’.kmg upon 
them that provime^. Jliii c h:\ loitom, tluii hilhup ot 
(iionftar.tiiionlc, r'doiiiti.iv l'•'cl oaog, tli.'.l In: wcmkl net 
fuft’er them to proksne (If i.iu'iih, they Icizcd, ami canictl 
him to the emperor, who was jircvailcd upon to i iMiit that 
protcctinn to F.ntropins, from w liich t ' uiv guil'y ol iinallcr 
crimes hinl, by his means, been ('odtidcd 'h Next day in¬ 
credible nuiltitudes ot people tloeited to the ehmah, to hate 
the fatisf.u^lion of feeing li.ntidjiios, whom they all haled, 
divcllcd of his power, and. by a jnlL reta.li.nion, hioiigluto 
that deplorable eoiulitir n, to vi hicli lie had rediieial many 
of their friends and rehitions. On tins ocealloii t iii ylollom 
made a fpcech to the aliemid.ed multitude, on the vanity of 
all human grandeur, eink .n oiiriiig, at the f.inic tune, to 
awaken in the hearts of his auditors, lentiineiits of eom- 
paflion for the unhapiiy crimin.il 'When he law them be¬ 
gin to relent, he endetl his fpeeeh, by exhorting tliem to go 
in a body to the imperial pal.ice, and, throwing ihemfclves 
at the prince’s feet, to beg the life of I'iiifrupins might be 
fpared Whether they eomplieil w'ith this exhortation, 
we are not informed ; all we knovr' is, that .i tew d.iv.s after, 

>> Zof. p. 793. Claud, in Eutrop. lil). ii. p 119,110, c Chry.C 
torn. iii. p. 671, 667. Idem, tom iv. p. 486, e Socr. p. 304. 
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Eutropius, having privately left his afylum, in ortler to 
make his efcape, was taken, and banifhed to the illaiul of 
Cyprus 

Gainas, not yet fatisfied, caufed fcveral charges to he 
brought againft him ; upon which he was condudfed from 
the illand of Cyprus to a place called Pantychium, between 
Chalcedon and Nicomedia, where he was tried by (he pre- 
feft Aurelian, and feveral other perfons of dillindfion, who, 
upon his being convicted of having, in his confulfhip, made 
ufe of ornaments peculiar to the imperial dignity, con¬ 
demned him ; and he was beheaded on the lafl day of the 
prefent year*. Zofimus, who pretends he had been pro- 
mifed his life upon oath, fays, that, to cover the perjury, 
they pretended, that the oath was only wdth rel'pefl: to 
Conftantinoplc, and caufed him to be beheaded at Chalce¬ 
don. This year is remarkable in the hiftory of the church, 
for the many temples dcmoliOied both in the Ealt and 
Well, and the fcvcic laws enatlcd by the two princes 
againil: idolatrous worfliip; which may be faid to have 
given the hdl blow' to the Pagan fuperllition. 

The next confiils were Stilicho and Aurelianus : the 
latter entered upon his new dignity at Conftantinople, and 
the former at Milan, with the grcatell pomp that liad ever 
been fecn in that city C In the Eaft no advantage accrued 
to the public from the death of Eutropius; the emprefs 
Eudoxia.a bold, cnterprifing, and avaricious woman, hav¬ 
ing, upon the execution of that miniller, gained an ablo- 
lute afeendant over her hulhand. She was conltantly be- 
fet by women, eunuchs, and informers, who excited her 
to fuch cruel ar^s of violence and injulLicc, that every 
good man wifhed for death, to avoid feeing fueh enor¬ 
mous diforders In the mean time, Gainas, having con¬ 
cluded a pretended peace with the rebels, marched back 
to Conftantinople, followed by Tribigild, whom he joined 
at Thyatira, where they both agreed to march to Sardes 
in Lydia, and plunder that metropolis; but, unable to 
pafs the rivers that were fw'elled by the heavy rains, 
they parted once more, and bending their march to the 
fea, Tribigild took his route towards Lampfachus on 
the'Hellefpont, and Gainas towards Chalcedon, allowing 
their foldiers to plunder all the countries through which 
they patlcd. Their approach caulcd a general conflcrna- 
tion at Conftantinople; and the whole empire feemed to 


f Zof. lib. V. p. 797- f Ibid- p. 793 - Pbiloftorg. lib. 3 ti. cap. 

6. p. 5>9. Socr. lib. vi. Cap. 5, p. 30;. Alt. Orat. iii. p. 76, 77 
t> Sym. lib. iv, ep. 31 • p. 161. ‘ Zol. p. 8dc, Sox. 
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be in imminent danger. As Aicadias h.id no troops to 
make head againil them, and prevent tlieir entering 'I'liiace, 
he was adviied to feral deputies to Gainas, an.d to five the 
empire from luin, by granting his own terms. Cb.iiuas, 
with great infolencc, requiied three of the mnll eminent 
men in the Hate, wliom he tliotight capable of thwarting 
his ambitious dedigns, to be delivered up, in order to be 
put to death, d hefe were, Saturninus, who had been con- 
ful in 38 .5, and employed for the fpacc of thirty-years in 
public aflairs; Aureli.inus, this year’s conful, who had 
been prefeO; of Coni’antmople, and prxfcQus prxtorio ; 
and John, feeretnry to ihe empeior 

Arcadius ceiiiplied, I'lcn'di much againll liis inclination, 
with this arrogant arid tyrannical deniand, thofu three il- 
luftrioiis perfons pr^ fling'liim to facrilicc them to the public 
welfare. ■ With the empcior's eoiiurn they left L'onflan- 
tinople, an;’ prelcntL'l tbcinfelvcs before Gainas, encamped 
in the neignbonrlioud l i Chalecil'm, who imniLliiately or¬ 
dered them to i-e in’leadi-d, her ehani.'cd the fentenee of 
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blow. !)( y v. k'rc < hiciiy inhi. hr- il ro (inryfoRoni for their 

lives, whit'h were pr.oitfil at l::s iaterrellion *. 'i'hcy were 

all fciit under a guard tov. anls irpirus ; but, having, 

cither by eorn.p;ing the Goths iiii.t guanled them, nr by 

fame other rnran. , made lijcii- e;c‘pe, tltey appeared, when 

leafl expee'led, at the’ roiirt (d Gonilantiiiople, to [he great 

joy of the emperor and the wluiie city. Gainas, not yet amiit on- 

appeafed, demanded a conlerence with the eniperor in jier- ■.:■,/// 

foil j and with this demand Area.lius was obliged to com- 

ply, pafling for ihat pnrpofe i vcr to Chalccdon, in the 

neighbourhood ol wiiieh eiiv he had an interriew witli 

Gainas, in the church of St. fiuphemia, where it was 

agreed, that herb (fainas and 'I’rihiipid fliould lay down 

tlieir arms, and return, iflluy pleafed, to Con/hintinople ; 

and that tlic former, befides the command of all the Goths 

in the Roman fen ice, iinmld have th r of the Roman horl.i 


and foot, with the coiil'iilar orname’nts, and an authority 
almoft unboundcrlWe find nothing Jarttur in hillory 
relating to Tribigild, except llrat lie perilhcd in Ghracc foou 
after this accoiriinotlatiDii Gainas, upon his ranrn to 
Conftantinople, demanded a church in tliai city ior the 
Ariaiis, whole doctrine was cfpoullal by him, ;nid luoft of 


k Zof. p. 793—39c. .‘^.oz lib riii. cap. 4. p. 76a. Soi-T. ii" vi. 

cap 6. p. 306. Synef. ep. 31. 34138. p 177 —'7y- ’ Ch.'yl. tain v. 

hoin. 7z. p. 893. in Zol. p. 794. Sntr. p. 306, 907. Soz p- 761. 
'J'heodor. lib v. f.ap. 32.p.74ii. " Pliilul. lib. xi. cap- 8 . p. 53 '- 
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the Goths his countrymen. The timorous emperor, not 
daring to give an abfolute denial, referred him to Chry- 
foftom, bifhop of that city, who fhcwed him the edift of 
the emperor Theodnfius, forbidding heretics, and fedlaries 
to hold any affemblies in the city. Gainas replied, that the 
fervices he had rendered the empire deferved at leaft one 
church, in which he, and thofc of his perfuafion, might 
have the free exercife of their religion. To this remark 
the prelate replied boldly, that his rewards already exceeded 
his defects ; that, from the mean condition of a common 
foldier, he had been raifed to the high ftation of commander 
in chief of all the Roman forces ; and ought to be fatisfied 
with the honours he enjoyed, without demanding what 
could not be granted without a notorious breach of the 
laws. Gainas, finding he had not to deal with an Arca- 
di us, but a Chryfollom, thought it prudent to drop his 
demand. 

About this time appeared at Conflantinople a comet of 
unufual magnitude, portending, as W'as faid, the great dan¬ 
ger the city was in from the perfidioufnefs of Gainas ; for 
that Barbarian, who ctrmmanded in chief the artnies of 
Arcadius, having filled Comdanliiiojilc with his Goths, 
and removed all the Roman tioops, formcil a dcfign of 
feizing firll the wealth of the bankers, and then fcttijig fire 
to the palace. But ihi.s wicked project being fruitrated by 
a miracle, which the reader wfill find related at large by 
Socrates Sozomcn r, and Pliiloltoigius s, he withdrew 
from the city .on the tenth of July, on pretence of perform¬ 
ing his devotions in the church cl St. John Baptill, feven 
miles from the city. He left the greater part of his Goths 
in the city, with private orders to fall upon tlie inhabitants 
immediately after his departure, and to give him a lignal 
that he might return and join them with thofe who attended 
him Socrates and Sozomcn write, that the foldiers w'ho 
guarded the gates, ohi^rving thofe who woiit out with 
Gainas loaded with arms, w'hich they endeavoured to con¬ 
ceal, attempted to oppole them : but the Goths having 
killed fevcral of the guards, opened themfelves a way fword 
in hand. The citizens, in the mean time, taking the 
alarm, flew to arms, and Arcadius, acquainted with what 
had happened, declared Gainas a public enemy, and ordered 
all the Goths in the city to be put to the fword. Gainas 
returned in great halle ; but c.ot being able to force the gate, 
which he he found barricadoed, and defended by a numer- 

® Saer. lib. vi, cap. 6. p. 30-. p Soz. lib. viii, cap. 4. p. 761, 

S Philalt. lib. i. cap. *. p. 531. • Zof. p. yj j, 
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ous body of citizens, lie was obliged to drop the cntcrprize 
and retire. We are ignorant of what happened the day fol¬ 
lowing ; but the day after the citizens attacked the Goths, 
who were Hill remaining in the city to the number of feveii 
thocl'and, and cut mod of them in pieces; the red took 
famdnary in the church of their nation, fituated near the 
pil.ice ; but the citizens having obtained leave of the em- 
j'.eror to attack them even in their afyliirn, they fird un¬ 
covered the roof, and after having plied them warmly with 
dio'.vers of darts and arrows, they fet lire to the cliurcli, 
which was reduced to allies, with all \iho were in it’. 

'I'liis was condemned, fays Zolimus, by every good Chrif- 
tian, as an enormous crime. 

Gainas, highly provoked at the mafTicre of his friends 
and countrymen, pulled oiT the malk ; and making open j/f ,a- 
■war upon the date, ravaged Thrace, but not being able to 
mrdec himfclf mader of a lingle city, he left that province, Tl‘race. 
and marched into the Cherfonefus, in order to ernh, the 
Ifeilefpont, and enrich himfclf and his army with thcfpnils 
of Alia ; but Fravitus, who commanded in thofc p.irt.s, 
having tiuickly aflcmhled a conlirierahlc number of vcflcis, 
attaeke'd him” in his padage ; and being favoured by the ]: defeattd 
wind, obliged him to return to the coad whence he had vinh (.rtat 
failed, with the lofs of many thoufands either killed or 
drowned h I'ravitus w^as himfclf a Goth and a Pagan, ac¬ 
cording to Zolimus, but greatly attached to the Roman in- 
tered, having married a Roman lady of didinffioii in '^80, 
and evcrfince that timeferved the empire w'ith great fidelity, 
lie was one of the chiefs of thofe Goths who, being e.x- 
pclled tlicir own country by the Hunns, were allowed by 
Theodofius to fettle in Thrace. Eunaplus writes, that fooii 
after he killed with his owm hand Eriulphus, another of 
their chiefs, becaufc he intended to take arms agaiiid Theo¬ 
dofius, piirfuant to an oath, by which they had all bound 
theinfelves, before they left their own country, to do the 
Romans, however kindly received by them, all the mif- 
ehief that lay in their^power As he was a man of great 
courage, a drift obftrver of military difeipline, vigilant 
and indefatigable, he had been employed on feveral occa- 
fions, and acE^uitted himfclf in every command with great 
reputation : he had lately cleared the Ead of the robbers 
who had long infeded it. However, he was fufpefted of 
having fulfered Gainas, and the red of his countrymen, to 
efcape, when he might have eafily cut them all off: but 

" Chron. Alex. p. 711, r Zof, Socr. Soz, ibid. Philolt. p> 53 ** 
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Zolimus, anil molt hifloriaiis, clear him from this charge, 
which feems the more grouiullels, as he was, for his coli- 
du£t on that occalion, rewarded the following year w'ith 
the confulfhip. From the Cheifonefus Gainas returned to 
Thrace, and was there, according to iSocrates and Sozo- 
men, cut in pieces, with all his men, by the Romans, who 
purfued him (T). 

During thefe troubles Fudoxia, who had been hitherto 
dillinguilhed only with the title of NobilifTima, received 
that of Augnlta on the ninth of January; on which occa¬ 
lion file caufed her image to be carried through all the pro¬ 
vinces of the empire, to receive the fame honours that were 
paid to the images of the emperors. On the third of April 
Ihe was delivered of Arcadia, her third daughter. In the 
beginning of this year the city of Conftantinople was Hiaken 
with violent earthquakes, which laltcd three days; on 
which Dccafion great numbers of Pagans demanded and re¬ 
ceived the facrament of baptifni. 

During the diiturbanccs raifed by Gainas in the Eaft, 
the Weltern provinces, efpecially Ita.ly, M ere alarmed by a 
fudden irruption of the Barbarians, under the conduifl: of 
the celebrated Alaric, and Rhadagaifus king of the Hunns. 
But of this inroad we lhall fpeak in a more proper 
place. 

The next confuls were Vicentius, prefefl: of Gaul, and 
Fravitus, or P'ravita, of whom wc have fpoken already. 
This year is remarkable for the birth of 'J hcodonns, the 
fon and fuccelTor of Arcadius, born, according to Socra¬ 
tes and the chronicle of Alexandria", on the tenth, ac¬ 
cording to Marceilinus, on the eleventh of April, andfoon 

“ SoLT. p. 763. 'V Cliron, Alex. p. 712. 

(T) Zofimus alTerts, that a rommander with an army of 
after he had maiiacred all the his own nation, met him with 
Romans rvlioni he tound in his all his forces on the frontiers, 
army, Iclt they llioidd betray gave him battle, and, after a 
him, he palled the Danube, Jharp dii'pute, put him, and all 
being defirous to end his days his men to the fword. His 
in the ancient country of the body being found, Uldcs cauf- 
Gaths. But Uldes or Uldin, ed his head to be cut olF, and 
king of the Hunns, then maf- fent to Arcadius f l), who re- 
ter of thole cjuntries, thinking ccived it at Conftantinople on 
it highly impolitic to receive the third of January of the en- 
iiuo his dominions fo renowned filing year 401 (z). 

(1) Zof. p. 79S, 759, (2) Socr. p, 309. Chron, Alex. p. 12. 
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after his birlh declared Caefar and baptized with extra¬ 
ordinary pomp and folemiiity. 1 he Ituxine lea was this 
year frozen over for the fpaee of twenty days r. A band 
of Haves and ilefertcrs pillaged part of 'I'lirace, pretending 
to be llunus ■, but Fravitus, inarching againlt them, killed 
nrdl of them, and dilperfed the rcll I he following 
year, v. ben Arcadius and Flonorius were both con fills the 
ilfrh time, nothing remarkable happened in the taft, ex- 
cctit the promotion of young 1 licodofius to the imperial 
dignity ; which ceremony was performed with extraordi¬ 
nary magnilicencc in the palace of Hebilonion, on the tenth 
or eleventh of January In the WcR, Alaric enteictl 
Italy ttgaiti, ravaged feveral piovinres without oppofition, 
anil obliged the emperor to retire to Rai’enna, vidiich henee- 
ftinh became the ufual place of his refidencc. 

'l lie next coufuls were, Thcodnfius Aiiguftus, and Ru- 
nioriilus. Who the latter was, wc are not told ; but his 
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name gives US room to think he was a Goth, probably in 
the fill ice of Honorius ; for in general one of the confuls 
belonged to the Eaftern, and the oilier to the Wcllcrn em- 
pire. Ibis year 403, Eudoxia was, on the tenth or cle- 
venth of February, delivered of Marina, her fourth and lafl 
daughter A fiatue of filver was erecRcd to the emprefs 
on a column of porphyry, near the church of 8t. Sophia ; 
which occafioncd a mifumlerflanding between Eudoxia and 
St. Chryfoftom, billiop of the city, who could not endure 
the profane fporls that were exhibited before the Ratue at 
the very entry of the church. Arcadlus caulcd likewife 
his own Ratuc to he placed on a column, which, according 
to fome writers, was reared this year in the quarter of the 
city called Xerolophof, and is deferihed by Ciyllius He 
likewife built the city of Arcadiopolis, in Thrace, or ra¬ 
ther gave that name to the city of Rergulce 'k To re¬ 
turn to Italy ; Stilicho, having in lome degree removed 
the young emperor’s fears, croiled the lake of Como, and 
pafling the Alps in the depth of winter, entered Rhxtia, 
where he not only forced the Barbarians to fue for peace, SiiUrho 
blit perfuaded great numbers of them to inliR in his army. aJfimbUi 
At the fame time he difpatched meffengers to the troops “"V' 
that guarded the coaRs of Britain, .and the banks of the 
Rhine, ordering them to march with all poRible expedition 
into Rhartia. Upon their arrival, he commanded them to 
purfue their route into Italy j but departed himfelf before 


* Theodor, lib. ii. p s'’^- Soz, p. 761- '' Chron. Alex. 

p.713. » Zof. p. <,9. > Soz. lib. VIII cap. 4. p. 7 °t- 

Chron. Alex. p. 711. Eocr. lib. vi. cap. 18. p. 3x6. " ^yj'- 

dc Conftant. Geo. rapli. l.b. iv. c.ap. 7. p. 300. Theopb, p- s<>- 
“ them, 
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them, attended by a fmall number of troops, in order to 
return with all fpeed to court. When he arrived at the 
Adda, he found the enemy encamped on the oppofite bank, 
and mafters of the bridge; but not in the leaft alarmed, 
he threw himfelf into the river as foon as it was dark, and 
forcing his way fword in hand through the niidft of the 
IJarbarijns, appeared at court, to the inexpreflible joy of 
the emperor d’he troops airived foon after out of Rhte- 
tia ; and .Stilicho, putting himfelf, at their head, marched 
againll the enemy; but could not prevent Alarie from pair¬ 
ing the Po, and advancing to Pollentia, now Pollenza, on 
the Tanaro in Piedmont, wlicre the two armies engaged. 
Claudian and Prudentiiis ^ fupiiofc the battle to have been 
gained by the Romans ; Cafliodorus in his chronicle main¬ 
tains, that Stilicho and the Roman army were defeated, and 
lied ; and Jornandes, that the Goths, when furprifed by 
Stdicho, betrayed great fear; but afterwards behaved cou- 
rageoully, and put moll of liis men to the fword, obliging 
the tell to fave themfelvcs by a precipitate and diforderly 
flight s. According to Oroiius, the Romans gained the 
baitle ; but were vanquiflred after the vidtory ThePvo-' 
mans, while vidloriou.s, forced and plundered the enemy’s 
camp, in which they found the fpoils of feveral provinces, 
and the wife of Alarie, with, his children and daughters- 
in-law, whom tliey took prifuners. Alarie was no fooner 
informed of their misfortune, than he feut deputies to Sti¬ 
licho, to ofl'er terms of peace ; wliich vt'as concluded, upon 
condition of his marching immediately out of Italy '. 

Purfuant to this agieemeiit, Alarie repaired the Po, and 
retired to. Verona, where, in defiance of the late treaty, he 
began to plunder the country, and commit other aifts of 
hollility. In confetjuence of thefe outrages, Stilicho de¬ 
tached againfl him a flroiig body of Barbarians, by whom 
he was obliged to take refuge aniongfl the mountains. He 
endeavoured to pafs the Alps, and feize on Gaul or Rha:- 
tia ; but found all the pafles guarded by Stilicho, who kept 
him blocked up, till, molt of his troops deferting him, and 
joining the Romans, he withdrew in the night-time, and 
returned through feeret ways into Paunonia. Orofius 
writes, that the Barbarians could not agree among them- 
fclves ; that the Gotlis were divided into two faftions; and 
that the Alans and Hunns, who ferved under Alarie, often 
quaiielled, and deftroyed each otherItaly being thus 

e Claudian Bell. Get, p. 163,—168. Conf, Hon. 6. 187, 

f Priiii. in Symm. p, 143 K Jorn, Rer. Goth, cap- 30. p. 653, 

Cti'ot. lib. vii. cap. 37. p. 221. ^ Claud, p. 172. & Conf. 

lion. p. i8>, 182. Rrud. in Symm. p- 243. Orof. p. in- 
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iklivered from the Barbaiians, Honorius, to fatisfy the fe- 
nate and people of Rome, who by frequent enibalhes had 
intreated him to honour their city with his prefence, left 
Ravenna, and proceeded to that metropolis ; which he en¬ 
tered ill tiiumpb, having Stilicho with him in the chariot, 
about the beginning of JJecember, He was received with 
loud acclamations by the fenate in a body, by the nobility triumfh. 
and people in their richeft apparel. He would not fuffer 
the fenate to attend, according to culfom, his triumphal 
chariot on foot , but villowed his filler Placidia, and Ru- 
clierius his brother in-law, to pay him that honour. While Heahh/hef 
he was at Ravenna, he entirely fupprefled the fliews of 
gladiatois, whith, though forbidden by ConAantine the * “ * 
Great in ^25, had been tolerated by his fuccelTors, even by 
'riieodolius hinifelf, out of complaifance to the people, fond 
beyond cMpi ellion of that inhuman diverfion 

In the following year 404, the emprefs Eudoxia died of 
a inifcarriage, and was interred on the twelfth of the fame 4*/^. 
month in the church of the Apoftles, where her tomb was 
to be feen many ages after Bcfoie her death the Hunns 
JiaJ invaded Thrace, and the Ifauri.in robbers committed 
great difordeis in Alia and Syria. The former, having pil¬ 
laged gicat part of Thrace and Eaft-lllyricuni, retired be¬ 
yond the Danube, loaded with booty Againft the latter 
Arbazacius was detached, who cut great numbers in pieces, 
and inclofed them on all fides; but fullered them in the 
end to efcape, being bribed by large fuins of money 
Suidas, who calls him a native of Ifauiia, and a few lines 
after an Armenian, fays, that from his infatiable rapaciouf- 
nefs and avarice, he was nicknamed Harpazacius, or the 
Harpy. The Ifaurians, having now nothing to fear from 
Arbazacius, over-ran the provinces ot Cilici.i, I’amphylia, 

Lycia, Lycaonia, Eifidia, Cappadocia, and Tower Syria, 
extending their ravages to the frontiers of Perfia on one 
Tide, and to the Euxine fea on the other, ratifacking and 
pillaging the open country, with the villagc.s, and unforti¬ 
fied towns. They even palTcd over into the illand of Cy¬ 
prus, and caufed a general coiiAernation in Phccnicia, Ca- , 
ria, Judsea, and Jcrufalcm itfelf; infomuch that the peo¬ 
ple were every-where bufied in building walls, in preparing 
arms, and putting themfelves in a poAure of defence ; but 
upon the approach of winter, they withdrew to their inac- 


I Socrat. lib. i. can. 18. p. 48. Soz. lib. i. cap. 8. p. 411. Cod. 
Theod. lib.xv. tit. ii.Ag. a. p. i9S' “'Cedr.p ,334 Cliron. 

Alex. p. 714. Cange deConllant. lib. ly. p. no. J' r? 

lib. viii. c.ip. *j, p. ygi. Philoll. lib. xL p. 53 ®* * 2 . 01 . 1 ■ 

p. 802. Chryf. ep. no. p, 754- 
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ceflible mountains, with an immcnfe booty, which they 
fh.ircil with Arbazacius p. 

Hanorius s jil tjjg Weft, Honorius bcjjan his fixth confulftiip at 
^tulfhip""' Rome, which is the fubjedt of the poem that Claudiau 
' pronounced on occafion of that folemnity From Rome 
’Ihs frat of he returned to Rat'enna, and (ixetl his refidence, notwith- 
the tVeflern ft.mding the earneft intreaties of the inltabitants of Milan, 
empire invitintr him to their ritv- From this time Ravenna became 
to Ka- the Weftern or Homan empire; whence the 

ruenna. country in which it Itooil was called Romania, wdaich name 
it ftill retains. 

The next cnnfnls were Stilicbo the fecond time, and 
Anthemius, who was foon after appointed piefect of the 
Eaft, and is much commended by .St. Cliryfoftom '. V/e 
fliall have firqucnt occafion to ipeak of him in the reign 
Yr. ofFI. of I’lieodofius 11 . This year the Ma/iehi and Auxoriani, 
^z^55. nations of Barbarians inhabiting tl.e country between 

U C :to^' tlyrenaira and Tripolitana, laid avafte great part of Egypt 

_i Arcndie.s w^as on the twellth of June at Nice ; on the tenth 

Radagai- and twenty-third of July, and twelfth of Augiift at Ancy- 
jus enters ra, in (lalatia, whcilcc lie returned in the beginning of, 
Italy nvith autumn to Conftantir.ople Italy w as again al.inned with 
a fudden irruption of Barbarians, coiulucled by Radagaifus, 

' or Rhodogaifus, one of the kings or chiefs of the Goths, a 
I’agan by religion, and a Iworn enemy to the Roman 
name ". He is bv .himc writers ftyled king of the Ilunns 
He entered Italy with Alaric in the year 400, but return¬ 
ing afterwards beyond the Jfaiiubc, he aflemblcd an army, 
tonlilling of two hundred thoufand Barbarians, of the va¬ 
rious nations dwelling beyond the Danube and the Rhine, 
who were then diftinguiflied by the common name of 
Goths. The commanders, who afTumed the title of lords, 
amounted, aceording to Photius, a contemporary writer, 
to the number of twelve hundrcil ^Vith this formidable 
hoft be broke fuddenly into Italy, vow'ing to facrifice to his 
gods, fays Orofius, all the Pioman blood he could fhed. 
His approach threw all Italy, and Rome itfelf, into the 
ntrnoft cnnfternation. As Radagaifus V'as a zealous wor- 
ih'pper of the gods, and facrificed every morning to Jupi¬ 
ter, the Pagans in Rome exclaimed, that he w'ould, with¬ 
out all doubt, prevail, not fo mucli by his numerous forces, 
as the protedion of the gods, whom the ungrateful Romans 

p Theodor. Vit. Fatr. cap. 10, ii. p. gi8, 865. q Claud. 

Conf. Hon. 6. p. 131. ' Chryf. ep. 147. v>. « Philolt. 

lib. xi. cap. X. p. 350, 351. t Cod. Theod. Cliron. p- 148, 

It Aug in Pfal. cv, cap, lo. p. 547. *' Proip. Chroo. * PJior, 

cap. So. p. iSo. 
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had baniflied from a city which they had fo often defended. 

“ Uoltfs the ancient religion (faiJ they) be rcllored, and 
Cliridianity, the only caufe of our calamities, abolilhed, 
the city niufl fall into the hands of the Barbarians, who 
have the gods on their fide, whom we have forfaken.” 

With thefe complaints the whole city was filled, and the 
name of Chrifl: every-wherc blafphemed, as the true ctiufc 
of the prefent calamities r. 

1)1 the mean time Stilicho, having affembled at Pavia all 
the Bonian forces, amounting to thirty legions, and rein¬ 
forced them with great numbers of Guths, llunns, and 
Alans, under the command of .Sams a Goth and Uldin 
king of the l lunns, left that pl.ice, ilirerting his march to¬ 
wards lirtniria, where Radagaifus was eng.igcd in the liege 
of Floreine, whicli city was already reduced to the utmolt 
extremity As .Stilicho came by lurprize upon the enemy, 
lie inimediatcd V orderetl the Hunns, and other auxiliaries, to 
attack one ol the thrive hnilies, into vi'hich he found their ar¬ 
my d.ivided. llis orders were executed, and a huinired thou- n>hich is 
f.nul of the enemy deilroyed, without the lofs of one man Meatni by 
r,n the fide of the Rom.tns. Radagaifus retired with the 
rdl to the lu ighbouring mountains of Fcfulx, where he was 
elofely bdiegeil by .Stilieho, and reduced, vidth his numerous 
army, to fiich extremity, that he attempted to efe.ipe, and 
leave his men to the mercy of the Romans; but as the pafl'es anJ he 
xvere guarded, he fell into .Stilicho’s hand,s, and was by his hmft'.f ta¬ 
mper jnit to death. His men, finding thcmfelvrs abandon- 
cd by their leader, and deflitute of provifions, fubmitted to 
the Romans in fuch numbers, that they were fold like jeath. 
bea'ls, in droves, at a crown a head ; hut as, by the fa¬ 
mine that had raged among them \r hile blocked up in the 
mountains, they had contratfed an ill ftate of health, they 
all died in a few days. Orofius and St. Auflin aferibe this 
viflorv to a miracle. 

In the following year a dreadful fire happened at Con- 
ftantinoplc on the twenty-fifth of Odlohef* ; and PaleRine Pale/liat 
was infclted with fuch multitudes of graflinppers, as quite 
darkened the fky, and turned day into night. St jerom, * 

who was then compofing his comments on the prophet Joel, ^fajbop- 
writes, that, after they had done great mifehief, they were pers. 
driven by the wind, partly into the Dead Sea, partly into 
the Mediterranean, and thrown foon after on both Ihores in 
fuch heaps, that they iiifefled the air, and occafioncd a 
plagueHonorius continued all this year at Ravenna, 

y Aug. de Civit. Dei. lib. v. cap. a], p. 63. * Idem ibid. 

Oro(. p. laz, Marc. Chron. “ Chron. Alex. p. 714. *’ Hier. 

in Joel. cap. a. p. 60. 
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whrrc he enaflcd a law, dated the feventccnth of April, 
encouraging all perfons, whether freedmen or flaves, to 
take arms in defence of their country, and promifing to 
the latter their libeity, to the former three pieces of 
gold to be paid immediately, and feven more after the 
war. This ediCt was, without all doubt, occafioned by 
the motions of the northern nations, who, on the laft day 
of the year 406, entered Gaul, and, fixing their abode 
there, was the beginning of the total ruin of the Pio- 
man empire in the Weft. At the fame time the Roman 
troops quartered in Britain, apprehending the Barbarians 
would, after the entire reduftioii of Gaul, crofs the fea, 
and, jointly with the Scots and Irifli, fall upon them, and, 
expedfing no aflillance from Hoiiorius, refolvcd to choofe 
The Ra- all emperor of their own. Accordingly they conferred that 
TTians in dignity on one Mark; whom after a few days they mur- 
dered, upon foms difguft, and placed (Jratiaii, a native of 
fet up Con- Biitain, in his room Gratian, after a ihort reign of four 
Jlantinejar months, underwent the fame fate ; and was fucceeded by 
tmperor \ Conllantine, a common folditr, who was chofen merely on 
account of his name, which was common to him with Con--" 
ftantine the Great, who, being advanced to the imperial 
dignity in Britain, had made hinilelf mailer of the whole 
empire, and governed with great prolperily and lucccfs 
•tuhopaffts The prince, immediately afttr his promotion, pafl'cd over 
omer into Gaul, taking with him all the Roman forces quartered 

•which fub- ''1 ifland, and the flower irf the Britilh youth; by which 
miisiohim. means the country, thus left naked and dcfcneclcfs, was 
not long after obliged to fubmil ro the yoke of new lords. 
Conllantine landed at Roidogne, and, being Joined by great 
numbers of Gauls, who chofe r.atlrer to I'ubmit to him than 
to the Barbarians, reduced the whole country. 

The following year 408, is remarkable for many memor- 
Yr. of FI. events. In the Eafl died at Conft-airtinople, on the firlt 
A D**o8 emperor Arcadius, after having lived thirty- 

U C iios! ‘^ne years, and reigned twelve years with his father, and four- 
______ teen after his death or rather thirteen years, three months, 

Arcadiui and fourteen days. He was buried near the emprefs Eu- 
doxia, in the church of the Apoftles, where their tombs of 
porphyry were to befeen fcveral ages after. He left behind 
him butoiiefon, Theodofius, then eight years old, but juft 
Hii iffue, weaned. We have obferved in tlie hiftory of his reign, that 
he had four daughters, Flaccilla, Pulcheria, Arcadia, and 
Marina : Flaccilla is never mentioned by hiftorians but on 

c Sdz. lib. ix. cap. it. p. 8ij. Pbot. cap. So. p. jSd. a Orof. 
lib. vii. cap. 4Q. p. aaj. ^ Tlieod, lib. ii. p. 568. Socr. lib. 

vi, cap- 13. p. 331. 
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Occafion of her birth ; whence we may concIiiJe, that flie 
died foon after. The other three embraced the Itate of 
virginity, and led exemplary lives. Arcadiu.s was a prince n;, ^ha- 
naturally inclined to virtue, and an enemy to vice, but of taeur. 
very Header parts, and therefore entirely governed, and 
fhamefully impoled upon, by his minifters, and the em- 
prefs, who abufed his authority to opprefs the people in the 
molt dcfpotic and tyrannical manner. Conllantine, having 
reduced all Gaul to his obedienc, feat a body of troops into 
Spain, in order to oppofe Didymius and Verianus or Ve- 
riniaiius, who, having alTembled the few troops that were 
quartered in that province, and rcinforeenl them w'ith the 
Haves and peaf.ints who were willing to take arms, had feiz- 
ed on the pafies of the Pyrenees. Didyjniusand V'erinianus 
were brothers, natives of Spain, and nearly allied to Hono- 
rius, for whom tliey openly declared, while molt of the eities 
of that province were ready to revolt, and fubinit to the 
ufurper 

The troops that v ere fird detached againft them not be- Confiant, 
ing able to force a palfagc through the Pyrenees, which were the Ion of 
caiefully guarded by the two brothers, Ciondantine obliged i'-onfan- 
his elded fon, nameil Condans, who profelfed a monadic 
life, to quit his retirement, crc.ited him Cwfar, am! dif- 
patched him with the flower of his aimy, commanded by 
Gerontius, an experienced olliccr, into Spain. Didymius 
and A'criniatuis ilefcndcd the jrall'cs for feme time with great 
refolntion and intrepidity ; but being overpowered with 
numbers, were at length obliged to reiirc. Condans pur- 
fiied them clufely ; and, coming up with them in Lufita- 
Jiia, now Portugal, tiefeaterl them with great naiighter, and 
took both them and their wives prifoners. Upon the news 
of their defeat and captivity, their brothers 'I’heorlorius or 
’I'beodofielus, and I^agodu.s, who bad taken arms in an- 
otlier province, abandomd Spain to the uliirjier.aml reiiied, fir reJuc/i 
the former to the court of llonorius, and the latter to that all S fain, 
of Theodofius, wlio bad loceeeded bis father Arradius in 
the empire of theiSid Condans, having reduced Spain, 
and appointed Cierontius to command the army, and guard 
the Pyrenees, iciurned to Gaul, whcie he prefented the 
two illudrious captives to his father, wdio immediately or¬ 
dered them to be privately put to death. 

To reward his fon for bis eminent fervices, be created „n.tii.it- 
bim Aur^udus, honouring him, faysZofimus with a dia- dared An- 
dsm. At the fame time he fent a foleinn deputation to IIo- £“/“•’• 

f ZoT. lib. vi. p. 9 i 6 . Orof. lib. vi. cap. 40. p 2-»3. Snz. lib. ix. 
cap. II. p. 813. Phot. p. 184. 6 Greg. Tur. llift. Fr. lib. ii. 

cap, 5. p. 62. *■ Zof. p. 8jo. 
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liorius, excufing his revolt, pretending he had been forced 
by the foldiery to accept of the fovereignty, and demanding 
to be acknowleged as his partner in the empire. Honorius, 
not finding himfelf in a condition to depofe the ufurper, 
complied with his requeft; and accordingly fent him the 
imperial purple, .honouring him, at the fame time, with 
the title of Auguftus Italy was at this time threatened 
with a new invafion of the Barbarians, under the condudl 
of the famous Alaric, who, at the inlligation of Stilicho, 
leaving Fannonia and Dalmatia, where limls h;ul been 
granted to him and his Goths, pafled unexpeflcilly ihe Alps, 
and, breaking into Noricum, tbieatened to invade Italy, and 
deftroy all before him, unlefs a certain fum, winch be pre¬ 
tended to be due to him and bis troops, was immei'.iately 
paid. Upon this dematid, Honorius, who was then at 
Rome, affeniL'lcd the fenate, when fcveral fenators of great 
diftinftinn were for rejedling his demand, ami marcliing 
againll him, urging, that, to comply with an arrogant and 
unreafonablc demand, was not buying a peace, bur lignlng 
a contrafi of perpetual llavery. However, Stilielio, who 
maintained a private correrpondence with Alaric and bis..,-, 
party, pleading with great warmth in his favour, as if the 
money he demanded was really due, it was agreed, that 
four thoufand pounds weight of gold fliould be fent him. 
Lampadius, who had with great boldnefs oppofed this mo¬ 
tion, and of confequi.ncc incurred the difpleafure of .Stili- 
cli 0, as foon as the fenate broke up, took fanifluary in a 
neighbouring cliureh A fcH^ days after, Honoriu.s, leav¬ 
ing Rome, fet out for Bononia ; whence, after a fliort flay, 
he removed to i icinum, now Pavia, attended by Olym- 
pius, who, by an oiuward fhew of Cluiflian piety, fays Zo- 
fimiis, had gained the eonfideneL of the emperor, and was 
employed about his pe: for.. 

As every one was now well apprifed of the wicked de- 
figns of S.’li ho, Glympius difelofed them to the emperor, 
on the road from Bologna to Pavi,i; and fo thoroughly con¬ 
vinced him of the treachery of his miniftir, that the piince, 
roufed by the fenfe pf hi? danger, no fnoner arrived at 
Pavia than he difpatehed an exprefs to Ravenna, where 
Stilicho then was, with two different orders, the one com¬ 
manding him to be fecured, and the other to he put to 
death. Upon the arrival of the meflenger, Stilicho took 
faQuary iri a church; but next day, being in the prefence 
of the bilhop afl'ured by the foldiers upon oath, that they 

i Phot. p. i8o. Greg. Tur. ibid. Philoft. lib. rtii. cap. o. 

p. 5]i. Rutil. lib. ii, p. 141. 
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had orders only to arrefl. him, he left his afyUini, and deli¬ 
vered himfelf into their hands-, a ftep which he had no 
fooner taken than the niefl'enger produced tlie warrant for 
his ileath ; whereupon he was beheaded the fami- day, ilie 
twenty-third of Auguft; of the prefent year 4oI> h It was 
no fooner known at Pavia, that the emperor had ordereil 
him to be arrefted, than the army encamped there, encou¬ 
raged by Olympius, fays Zoliinus, flew to arms, and llcw^ 
all thofe who were known to be well affccled to the dif- 
graced general ; eomprehending many i xcellent olliecrs, 
and other perfons of great diltindlion (Y). Siilicho pro- 
Iclfed the ChrilUan religion ; hut his fun Eucherius was nut 
only a Pagan but a profe/leil enemy to tlie Cliriflians. 

The empeior had married, in liie beginning of this year, 
Thermaiitia, Stilicho’s fecond daughter, IvLiiia, his deleft 
daughter, whom 1 lunorius had efpoufed in d';^i being dead 
fome years before Hunoiius wedded J herinantia at 
Rome, where tlie match was concluded by .Serena, alleg¬ 
ing, fays Zofimus, to her htifliand Stilieho, viho was averlt 
to it as ineeftuous, that the oilier filler ilied a liigiii Upon 
tlic death of LStiliclio, llonoriiis divorced his daughter, and 
lent lier back untouched to her mother Seiena. 

Wlieii Eucherius heard the news i f Ids lather’s death, he 
fled to a eliurch for proteclioa ; hut being dr.iggcd from 
thence by the emperor’s order, lie was lent uudci a Itroiig 
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* Zof. p. I go. Soz. lih, ix. c.ip 4. p. Su6. O. of. lib. vii. cap. 3S. 
p. Z22. m Zuh p. 804. Pliut. Ljp. 80. p 177. 


(Y) .Yll authors, except Zo- 
firaus, and the poet L'l-audian, 
agree, th it he was gmity ol the 
erimes laid to his eliarge; that 
he maintained a private corre- 
Ipondenee with Aiaric ; that he 
invited the Baibiiiians into 
Gaul, hoping the emperor 
would rea-aid his cniincnt fer- 
vices, alter he h.id driven tlieni 
out, will) airumiiig him lor his 
colleague ; that he had formed 
a dclign ol murdering the two 
p-inees Honorius and Theodo- 
lius, and feizing on both em¬ 
pires tor himfelt 5 and that, by 
a potion given to Honorius, he 
prevented his having any iilUe : 


Inn Zofiiniis pretends thefe 
iiimes weie all leigiied by his 
enemies, in o'der to prejudice 
Hon c)riu^ againft him, and pro¬ 
cure his ruin, to which the cre¬ 
dulous prince in the end con- 
fented. 'fhe fame writer adds, 
that, alter his death, fcveral ol 
hi.s triends weiccruelly tortured, 
and, ainongit the reil, Deute¬ 
rus the e.mfieroi's great cham¬ 
berlain, and Peter his chiet fe¬ 
ci etarv, who died on tlie rack 
without owning any ot the 
charges th.it ueie brought 
againll him, or them, as piivy 
to Ills wicked ilcligns (i)- 


(1) Zjf. p. 811 813. 
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guard to Rome, and executed Thus were the empire, 
fays Orofius and the church, by the death of a few per- 
fons, delivered from the wicked attempts of their enemies. 
However, we could wilh, for the reputation of Honorius, 
that the pretended criminals had been tried in due form ; 
for fuch as fuffer without being heard have a right to be 
deemed innocent.. All the ecclefiaftic writers fuppofe Sti- 
licho to have been guilty ; but the crimes laid to his charge 
were never proved, either in his life-time, or after his 
death j and hence Zofimus looks upon them as falfe impu¬ 
tations, and groundlefs fufpicions. Stilieho’s eftate was 
confifeated, and likcwife the eftates of his avowed parti- 
fans, and fuch as had been preferred by him for money p; 
and Heliocrates was ordered to Rome to feize them, whiih 
Commiffion he difeharged with great humanity, c.Tutiuniiig 
thofe who were the leaft guilty to remove their eff'etls out 
of the way : but his moderation coft him dear; for he was 
not only deprived of his comminion, but fent in bonds to 
Ravenna, and would have been put to death, had he not 
found means to efrape out of prifon, and lave himfclf in a 
church 1. bueh was the end of btilicho, after he had com--^ 
manded in chief the Roman armies for twenty-three years. 

He was no doubt a perfoa of extraordinary qualities, a 
great ftatefman, a valiant folriier, and experienced officer. 
He gained fuch an afeendant over Honorius, who was 
blindly guided by his counfels, that, till the time of his 
difgracc, he governed with more abfuluie dominion than 
the emperor himfclf. Zofimus, however partial to his me¬ 
mory, accufes him of rapine and oppreHion, of great par¬ 
tiality in the admiiiiftration of juflice, and of conveying by 
degrees into his own coders the W'bole wealth of the em¬ 
pire. Stilicho was fucceeded in the admiuiflration by Olym- 
pius, the chief author of his ruin. He was a native of the 
country bordering on the Euxine Sea, and not only pro- 
feffed the Chriftian leligion, but outwardly alfeCled an ex¬ 
traordinary piety, fays Zofimus, thereby infinuating, that 
his piety was counterfeit; but St. Auftin cnteitained a con¬ 
trary opinion, as appears from the commendations he be- 
ftows upon him'; as did likcwife Symmachns, though a 
zealous Pagan Olympiodorus writes, that he owed his 
firft preferment to Stilicho, wdio recommended him to Ho¬ 
norius ‘; a circumflance which would render the return he 
m^de that minifter highly criminal, if he had any thing in 

» Pliiloft. lib, xii. cap. 3. p. 533. " Orof. p. izi. p Cod. 

Theud. lib. ix. tit. 40. leg. 10. p. 313. s Zof. p. 811.819. 

T Aug. ep. exxiv. cxxix. p- 242. 145. • Syin. lib. ix, ep. 60, 
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view but the public welfare. He had in Stiliebo’s life¬ 
time a conliricrable employment at court, and was, after 
his death, raifed to the pofl of magifter ulliciorimi, or Itew- 
ard of the emperor’s houfliold, one of the greatell employ¬ 
ments in the Hate. Soon after his promotion, he wrote to Ur fa- 
St. Auftin, defiring that zealous prelate to fugged to him, 
from time to time, what he thought would conduce to the 
good of the chuich. In the very beginning of his admini- 
itration, he caufed fcveral laws to be enaided againd tlie 
Pagans, Jews, and heretics, efpccially the Doiiatids in 
Africa ". By a law dated the fourteenth of November, 
thofe who were not of the Catholic communion, or did not 
conform to the religion of the prince, were excluded from 
all employments at court. When this law was cnafted, 
one of the chiefs of the Barbarians in the Homan fervice 
refigned his command ; and his example, if Zofimiis is to 
be credited ""j was followed by many others, who were 
cither Pagans or Arians, AinongfL the fever.il laws of this 
year, relating both to civil and ceclefiadic matters, one 
was enafted forbidding all perfons of quality to trade ; not 
that trade was by any means looked upuii as ilegrading, but 
beeaufe others, in flealing with null of power and autho¬ 
rity, were liable to be ir.jurcd uidnuit redrefs. 

When the Roman loldicrs cjuartered in the cities of Italy T/reivivtt 
heard of .Stilichu’s ilcath, they Ikw to arms, ami, out of and chtl- 
hatred to him, inliumanlv nmrdi red the wives and ehil- 
dreii of the Ivarharians whom he had taken into the fervice, ‘’,1^ 
and whom they on that account conlnlcred as privy to Ins 
wicked dehgns. 'Fhc Barbarians provoked at this horrid njtct mur- 
cruelty, vowed revenge ; and, quitting the emperor's fer- “ferri. 
vice, retired, to the number of thirty ihoufand and up- of FI. 
wards, to Alaric, who, thougli thus 1 einforced, odered to ,858. 
conclude a hilling peace with Honorius, and never more A. D. 408. 
dillurb the tranquility ot the empire, provided he would UC.iioS. 
fend him a fuiricitni fuiii to pay his army their arrears. 

Honorius refuling to conqily with his demand, he difpatch- 
ed an exprefs to Acaulphus or Athaulphus, his hiother-in- jam Alanc. 
law, who was quartered on the frontiers of Pannonia, or- nxiho tniaj 
deriiiF him to march with his troops, confining of Goths “‘’If’ 

. 1 r - I I brjtegit 

and Hunns, into Italy. name -. 

In the mean time Alaric himfelf, advaiuing by long 
marches from Noriciim to the Po, crolled that river with¬ 
out oppofitioii; and palTing in fight of Ravenna, where the 
emperor then was, purfued his march, alniolt without halt- 

" Cod. Theod. fib.xvi. lit. 5. leg. 44- P' 
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Ing, till he arrived at Rome, which he immeiliately invell- 
ed, blocking up all the roads and avenues, and placing 
guards at the mouth and on the banks of the Tiber, to pre¬ 
vent the inhabitants from receiving any fupplies or provi- 
fions by water *. By thefe means the city, which was 
crouded with people, was foon reduced to great diftrefs: 
a famine began to rage, which was attended with a plague, 
arifing from the great number of dead bodies that lay in the 
ftreets unburied In this fituation, the unhappy citizens 
were obliged to fend deputies to treat w ith Alaric. Thefe 
were Bafilius, who had been prefeiR of Rome in 395» 
and John, the emperor’s firft fecretary. 

Alaric accepted their propofals, and agreed to raife the 
fiege, and ever after continue faithful to the Romans, upon 
their delivering up hoftages, and paying him live tboufand 
pounds weight of gold, thirty thoufand of filver, four tbou¬ 
fand filk garments, three thoufand fkins of purple dye, and 
as many pounds of pepper. For raifing the requited fum, 
the fenators were taxed according to their cllates ; but as 
they were not poUcd'ed of fo much ready money, they had 
recourfe to the ornaments of the temples and images of the 
gods: fome of the latter, that were of gold or filvtr, they 
melted liown, and, among the reft, that of Valour ; which 
being ikflroycd, it was pretended that the ancient Roman 
valour was utterly cxtinguiflied, as had been foretold by 
petfoiis well verfed in the rites and ccrcmotiics of their 
country. ’I’he tieaty was ratilied by Honorius, and the 
fum thus raifed feiu to Alaiic, who thereupon raifed the 
fiegc, and retired with his army into Hetruria When 
he firft appeared before Rome, the fenaue, with the content 
and approbation of Placidia, the emperor’s filler, then in 
the city, caufed .Seretia, the widow of Stilicho, to be mur¬ 
dered, upon a falfe fuppofition, fays Zofiinus, of her pri¬ 
vately correfponding with the enemy La:ta, the widow 
of the emperor Gratian, and her mother I’ifl'amerie, fignal- 
ized their humanity during the ilege, relieving, evith great 
generofity, as Zofimus himfelf owns, tiie familbed citizens. 

While the Weftern empire was thus mifcrably harafled 
by the Barbarians, and rent into two parts by the ufurpa- 
tion of Conftantine, whom Honorius hail been obliged to 
acknowlege for his partner in the fovereigniy, a profound 
peace reigned over all the provinces fubjecl to '1 hcodofius, 
though not yet eight years old. They were chiefiy indebted 
for the happinefs they enjoyed to Anthemius, wlio taking 

» Soz. lib. ix. cap, 6. p. S07. y Idem ibid. Aug. ep. cap. 
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vipon him the aclminiflration, difeharged the office of prime' 
niinillcr with an integrity hardly to be equalled in hillory. 
He was grandfon to I’hilippus, who had been prefett of 
the Eall under Conllantius, wiiich oiiice Anthemius bim- 
felf difchaiged from the year 405 10414^. He was magif- 
ter officioi uniambaH’.uior to the king of Perfia, conlul, 
and foon after pixfedtns pratorio. He had at lead one 
daughter, who was ni irried to Procopius, by whom Die had 
Anthemius, advanced to the empire in 46?. 

H e is commended by all the writers of thofe times as an 
experienced commandei, an able (latefmaii, a zealous Chrif- 
tian, and one who h.id nothing fo much at heart as the 
glory of bis prince, ami the hapi'inefs ol the penllle^ I’ro- 
enpius writes, that Arcadius, e.tiicr diftrulting his brother 
Hononus, or apprileil that the dillrafled /late ot bis own 
aflairs would diveit iiim from attending to thole ot the Eall, 
bcggeil in his will il'degci .ies Ling of Peilia, with whom be 
had entered into a lirirl ,ilii,ince, to tjLe upon him the 
care and tuition of the young prince : the iame writer adds, 
that lldegcrdes, \r hn was a piinte of great generolity, feiit 
ambafiadors to acquaint the fenate of t_oiilLintiiin)ile, that 
he acciptcd the ebarge, ami Kf.'.-.v il to punilb fuch as 
fliould piefni’.ie to raile eiiiuibanees Jti the dale‘a 1 beo- 
phaiies, who wroie alter I'/oeopms, ;.nd hat. borrowed Irom 
him the greaielL jiart ol im; hillory, adds, that Ifdegerdes, 
not Oeing at leifure to am ml the admi.nillration in perfon, 
fent Antioeliiis to Con :1 an'.mople, a )>ei 1 on of extr.iitrdinary 
abilities, anil of an uiibleinilhed ebar; etc'r, who ibleliarged 
the tniil repoled in him with the greatell integrity till the 
year 414, when hidrheiia, ttikmg upon her the ailminif- 
Iration, lie was ilepriveil of bis aiitliority and even of bis 
life ' (Z). Jn the eourfe of ibis year the lluniis ami hquiii, 
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or Scyri, a northern nation, invaded Thrace, under the 
condud of Uldin, of whom we have made mention above ; 
but fome of their officers abandoning them to join the Ro¬ 
mans, they retired with great precipitation : however, the 
emperor’s troops engaging the Squiii before they could 
reach the Danube, cut great numbers of them in pieces, 
and took the reft prifoneis. By this overthrow that na¬ 
tion was almoft extirpated ^ 

As Honorius, under various pretences, declined deliver¬ 
ing up the promifed hoftages to Alaric, and executing fome 
other articles of the treaty not mentioned by hiftorians, the 
fenate authorifed Attains, Ctecilianus, and Maximianus or 
Maximilianusjtoreprcfent in their name the evils that might 
thence accrue to the empire, efpecially the capital. But 
their remonftances were utterly difregarded by the emperor, 
mifled, fays Zofimus, by Olympius, and Alaric’s enemies 
at court However, he raifed Attains to the poll of conies 
largitionum, and Cxcilianus to that of praefeftus prsetorio'’. 
In the mean time Alaric, provoked at the emperor’s back- 
wardnefs in complying with the articles of the late treaty, 
left Hetruria, and, approaching Piome, blocked it up a 
fecond time, his army being reinforced with forty thoufand 
flaves, who had made their efcape out of the city. Hono- 
rius fent fix thoufand chofen tioops to the defence of the 
place ; but they were intercepted by Alaric’s parties, and 
all either cut off or taken prifoners, except Valens their 
commander. Attains, and about a hundred more, who, 
with much difficulty, efcaped to Rome. Maximilinnus, 
one of the prifoners, vims ranfomed by his father with thirty 
thoufand pieces of gold. In the mean time Ataulphus was 
advancing to join Alaric. He had already pafled the Ju¬ 
lian Alps, and entered the province of Venetia, when Ho¬ 
norius difpatched all the forces quartered in the neighbour¬ 
ing towns againlt him, who cut in pieces eleven hundred 
of his men, with the lofs only of fifteen ; but notwithlland- 


r Soz. lib. ix. cap 6. p. 807, S09. 
t> Cod. Thcod. Chron. p, 153. 
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ing this check, Atr.ulphus purfued his march, and joined 
Alaric. About this time, Olympius, the prime minilter, 
was difgraced, divcfted of all his honours, and difchargcd, 
the eunuchs of the court accuflng him to the emperor as 
the author of the prefcnt calamities. He was fucceeded by 
Joviiis, then prefetf of Italy, a perfon much commended 
by Zufimus, a circumftance tvhich gitres us room to be¬ 
lieve him to have been a Pagan ; for he is fcarcc ever fo 
Javilh of his praifes on thofe who profelTed the Chiiltian 
religion. With Olympius feveral other officers were chang¬ 
ed. Attains was made prefedl of Rome, and Demetrius 
comes largitinnum, or treafurer, in his place. 

'I’he foiiliers, mutinying at Ravenna, demanded the 
heads of the two generals 'I'urpilio and V'’igilanrius, and 
lifccwife i)f rereiitius and Arf.icius, the emperor’s two firft 
chamberlains. The timorous pririee, at the infligation of 
Jovlus, perhaps the author of the tuinidt, ordered the tM'o 
generals to be conveyeil on board a vefl'el, in order to be 
lent into exile ; but the foldiers, who were charged to enn- 
dutf them, put them both to death. Tereiitiiis was banifli- 
ed into the Ealt, and Arlacius confined to the city of Mi¬ 
lan'. Rufebius was made great chamberlain in the room of 
Terentius; Valciis fucceeded Turpilio iti the port of gene¬ 
ral of thehorfe; and the office of conics domcfticorum, 
held by Vigilantius, was given to Ellebichus or Allobichus. 
Thefe were all creatures to Jovius, whofe authority was 
th us firmly cftablifliedAt the fame time Geiierides, by 
birth a Barbarian, was appointed general of the troops quar¬ 
tered in Rhatia, Noricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia ; which 
countries he protected with great fidelity againll the Barba¬ 
rians who attempted to invaile them. Zofimus writes, 
that he was a Pagan, and that for his fake Honorius revok¬ 
ed the law excluding the Pagans from all employments. 
The fame law was repealed with refpecl to heretics, efpe- 
cially the Donatifts, to whom fome churches were reflored, 
which had been formerly taken from them, the emperor 
following, in this particular, the advice of Jovius, of He- 
raclianus count of Africa, and of Macrobius the author of 
the Saturnalia, as is commonly believed, at that time pro- 
conful of Africa ‘. 

Alaric having advanced to the neighbourhood of Rome, 
the fenate fent a fecond deputation to the emperor, prefling 
him to execute the articles of a treaty which he himfelf 
had ratified. Alaric approved of this Ifep, and appointed a 

‘ Zof. p. Szo, gzi. ^ Phot. p. iSi. * Hicr. Ep, viii. p. 6;- 
Cod. Tlieod' tit. 4- p. 159. 

body 


Ol\mpiui 

diJ^racfJ. 


7/14 gfne- 
rali Tur- 
piho and 
yigilunt'tus 
put to 
dtafht 



565 


Ho^wriuj 
reju/es ia 
comply 
'ivt h the 
opojah oj 
Aianc, 


and fwears 
ne vtr to 
m ikc peace 
•un/i him, 

Ma^'iCs 

wnudi.raihn. 


The Hijiory of the 

body of Goths to efcort tho deputies, among whom was In- 
noteiit hirtiop of the city. At the i.irne time Alarir, by the 
advice of Jovius, with whom he hail been intimately ac- 
qu.iinied in Epirus, advanced with part of liis army to ' ri- 
minum, or Rimini, that he might be nearei at hand to treat 
with the emperor, than at Ifavemra Jovius himfelf met 
him at Rimini ; and, alter fome eontciences, wrote to 
court, advinii(r the empetor to comply with the- articles 
formerly agrc.'d to; or, if he thougn.t them nine..i nahle, 
to fatisfy Al.iric by preferring him to the p 'I' -o com¬ 
mander in chief of ail the Roman forces. l e this letter 
the emperor anfwered, that he was refoived never to prefer 
Alaric, or any of his people. The emperor’s letter oe'ng 
delivered to Jovius, while he was in Alaric’s tent, and he 
w'ith the utmoll imprudence reading it out aloud, Alaric 
was fo incenfed at the prince’s declaration, that he imme¬ 
diately decamped, directing his march towards Rome : but, 
foon after, changing his refolution, lent fnmc hiflmps tollo- 
norius, with very moderate propolals ; tor he oflered to en¬ 
ter into a perpetual alliance with Honoriiis, and to defend 
the empire againll all invaders, provided he umuld only 
fend him a fmall fum to pay his men their arrears, that they 
might not mutiny wlien difhamled, and allow them to fettle 
in llhaetia and Noricum, v’hich provinces pvaid but ala in- 
confiderable tribute, and ncvertbclefs obliged the emperor, 
as they were expofed to the incurfions of the neighbouring 
Barbarians, to maintain numerous armies to defend them ; 
a talk which he took upon hiinlclf to difeharge, avithout 
putting the empire to the leall expenec. 'I'liefe propofals, 
however reafon.ible, were rejecled, Jovius having, by his 
imprudence, cut off all means of accommodation ; for, ap¬ 
prehending the emperor might, from his late imprudetit 
condutfl:, fufpetl him of privately favouring .Alaric, he over- 
afled the contrary part, inducing the emperor to fwear, 
that he would never naake peace, but wage perpetual war 
with Alaric : he himfelf, and all the oliicers, both civil and 
military, took the fame oath Alaric, though informed 
of thefe unaccountable proceedings, fent back the bilhops 
to R.avenna, enriielfly intreating the emperor, who had not 
fufficient forces to withlLaiul him, not to fuffer that Itately 
metropolis, which for fo many ages had been revered by 
all nations as miffrefs of the world, to become a prey to 
her enemies. 

But the emperor continuing in his former refolution, 
Alaric purfued his march to Rome ; and approaching the 

5cz, lib. lx. cap. 7. p. 3o3, 8091 Zof, 322—324 
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city, acquaiiiteJ the inhabitants witli the emperor's invin¬ 
cible oblUnacy, inviting them, at the fame time, to confult 
their own fafely by joining him againlt Honorius. This 
propofal they reje£\ed at fxrll with indignation ; but Alaric 
having, after a few days fiege, taken the eaffle at the mouth 
of the ’] ihtr, in which all the public provifioiis were lodged, 
they immediately opened their gates, and received him into 
the city, which he entered, attended by a fmall guard. He 
obliged the citizens to jenoiinee their allegiance to Hono¬ 
rius, and acknowltge, not himfelf, but Attains, then pre- 
fetl of the city, for emperor. Attains was a native of 
Ionia, and greatly beloved by Alaric and his Goths, be- 
eaule lie had been baptifed by Segifaiius their bifhnp, con- 
irquently piofelled the docArinc of Ariu.s, ihough he was, 
in Ills heart, a 1‘agan, according to I’hiloftorgius Attains, 
thus created emperor by Alaric, made him, in return, 
commander in chief of all his forces, and Ataiilphus his 
comes domeflicorum, dilhibuting the other great cmplov- 
ments amonglt Pagans and Aii.ins. As it was a matter of 
the utnioft imporlanee to fccure Africa, whence Rome was 
fnpjrlied with provifions, Alaric advifed the new emperor 
to fend thither a confiderable body of troops under the con- 
du6l of Dtumas, vr ho was a Goth, and an oflieer of great 
experience and addrefs : but Attalus, contrary to the ad¬ 
vice of r'llarie, feiit Conllaiitiiie, or Coiiftaiis, a perfon en¬ 
tirely unacquainted with military affairs, and with him but 
a fmall number of troops, being all’urcd by the arufpices, 
fays So'zomen, that Africa would immediately fubmit 
Rut Conilanline was, upon his firll landing, cut off, with 
all his men, by Heraclianus, who placed guards in all the 
ports of Africa, that no corn might be conveyed to Rome, 
which was foon reduced to great diltrefs. 

Ill the mean time Attalus, without waiting for news from 
Africa, left Rome w th the fuccours he received from 
Alaric, v'ith a defign to bcfiege the emperor in Ravenna; 
who, alarmed at his motions, difpatched Jovius, the prime 
ininifter, Valciis, general of the foot, Potamus, the quaeflor, 
and Julian, his firll lecretary, to wait his airival at Rimini, 
and acquaint him, that the emperor was willing to acknow- 
lege him as his partner in the empire. But Attalus would 
only grant Honorius his life, and the liberty of retiring to 
what illand he fhould choofe for the place of his refidence 
Jovius, in a private conference with Attalus, not only ad- 
viled him to infill upon thefe terms, but fuggefled to him, 
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that lie ought to maim the emperor, fo as to prevent his 
having ilTue ; which wicked fuggeftion was rejedled with 
horror, if Olympiodorus is to be credited, by Attains him- 
felf. That treacherous minifler returned to court; but be¬ 
ing difpatched to the ufurper with new propofals, he con¬ 
tinued with him. Honorius, finding himfelf betrayed by 
his friends, and in no condition to oppofe fo many enemies 
at once, rcfolved to abandon Ravenna, and retire by fea 
into the Eait; but was diverted from that refolution by the 
feafonable arrival of four thoufand men, feiit by his ne¬ 
phew Theodofius ; which encouraged him to continue at 
Ravenna, and wait the iil’ue of the war in Africa. And 
indeed his arms were attended there with uncommon fuc- 
cefs ; for Attains having, after the death of L'onlfantinc, 
fent thither a body of troops more numerous than the 
firll, Heracliaiius cut them ofFlikewife ; and not only con¬ 
tinued to keep the ports blocked up, fo that no provifions 
could be conveyed to Rome, but fent a feafonable fupply 
of money to Honorius, which he immediatclv diftributed 
among the foldiery, and by that largefs re-elbbliflied his 
alFairs 1. In the mean time Alaric reduced all the cities of 
J.iguria and A'imilia, except Bononia, which he was ob¬ 
liged to abandon, after having lain a confiderable time he- 
fore it. He caulcd Attains to be proclaimed emperor, and 
obliged the people to fwear allegiance to him. 

■VVhile thefe things paifed in Italy, Gcroncius, to whom 
Conllans, the fon of Conilantine, had committed the go¬ 
vernment of Spain, revolting upon fome difgult, proclaim¬ 
ed Maximus for emperor, whom Olympiodorus fuppofes to 
have been his fon, while other writeis ftyle him his client 
or creature '. Oiolius fpeaks of him as a perfon of a mean 
extraflion, and altogether unknowm. It was no fooner 
known in Gaul, that Gcroncius had revolted, than the 
Vandals, Suevians, Alans, and other Barbarians, whom 
Conilantine had fullered to remain in that province, llew 
to arms, probably at the inlligatioii of the new ufurper, and 
made themfclves mailers of fcveral cities. The people, 
finding thcmfelves thus harralfed by the Barbarians, and ex- 
pcifliiig no relief cither from Honorius or Conftnntine, re- 
folved to defend themfclves. The Britons were the firft 
who, abandoning the empire, cllablillied a new form of go¬ 
vernment among thcmfelves, after having driven out the 
.Scots or Iriflc, who had invaded their country. Thus they 
continued a free people till the year 421, or 422, when, 
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overpowered by their warlike neighbours the Scots, they 
were forced to implore the protcftion of the emperor, and 
fubmit again to the laws of the empire. All the Armo- 
rici, fays Zofimus, that is, in the language of the Gauls, 
the maritime people, followed the example of the Britons; 
and, (baking off the Roman yoke, gave rife to a new Rate 
and government, which, notwithftanding all their efforts, 
proved of (hort duration. I'he Barbarians, comprehending 
the Vandals, the Alans, and the Suevians, meeting with 
greater oppofition than they expefled from the inhabitants 
of Gaul, who had taken arms in their own defence, and 
acquainted with the diflrafled Hate of .Spain, refnlved to 
try whether they could fettle in that country. They in¬ 
vaded it accordingly, and having made themfelvcs mailers 
of it, divided the provinces among them. 

As Hcraclianus continued to keep the ports of Africa 
blocked up, and the lands in Italy had not been tilled for 
feveral years, occalioned by the wars, the Roman people 
were reduced to feed upon cheftnuts ; even human flcfli 
was publicly fold, and feveral mothers were faid to have 
devoured their children ’. This calamity obliged both Ala- 
ric and Attains to repair to Rome, in order to advife with 
the fenate about the proper means of fupplying the city. 
Mod part of the fenators advifed fending into Africa a body 
of Goths, Alaric engaging that Drunias, one of his olfi- 
cers, would reduce it with five hundred men only ; but 
Attains openly declared, that he would not by any means 
employ Goths in that war; a declaration which fo piqued 
Alaric, who had already begun to confidcr Attains not qua¬ 
lified for the high Ration to which he had been railed, that 
he refolvcd to depofe him, leR, by his obRinacy and impru¬ 
dence, he fliould ruin his affairs. He was confirmed in 
this refolution by Jovius, who perfuaded him, that Atta¬ 
ins, fcorning to depend upon him, and to hold the empire 
Upon precarious terms, was determined to take away his 
life. 

This condufl of Jovius has induced fome writers to be¬ 
lieve, that he maintained a private correfpondence with 
Honorius; an d that he abandoned him with no other view 
than to betray Attains '. Be that as it may, Alaric, finding 
the new emperor unequal to fo great a charge, and pro¬ 
voked at his late declaration and mifcondufl with refpecl 
to the affairs of Africa, ient deputies once more to Hono- 
nus, with very reafonable terms; which the emperor 
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feeming inclined to accept, Alaric publicly ftripped the 
mock prince of all the e'nfigns of fovereignty, and fent them 
to Honorius. He would not, however, deliver up either 
Attalus, or his fon Ampelius ; but infifted upon their being 
pariloned, as their crime was oM'ing more to him than to 
them Attalus being depofcil, Alaric approached Piaven- 
na, and flopped at a place called the Alps, about nine miles 
from that city, in order to ratify the treaty of accommoda¬ 
tion between him and the emperor. But this peaceable face 
of affairs was foon changed by an unfortunate and unfore- 
feen accident : Sarus, the Goth, commanded a body of 
three hundred men in Piceiium, wiihout declaring cither 
for Honorius or Alaric. However, .^taulphus, who bore 
him an irrecoilcileable haired, refolved to deftroy him, aird 
w'ith this view marched at the head of a Itrong party againll 
him ; a circumflance which obliged Sarus to declare for Ho- 
iiorius, and retire 10 Ravenna. Olympiodorus writes, that 
Alaric was fo incenfed at the kind reception Sarus expe¬ 
rienced from the emperor, that he would hearken to no 
terms. On the other hand, .Sozomen tells us, that Saru.s, 
apprehending a peace wouhl be prejudicial to him, fell un¬ 
expectedly upon the Goths, and put loinc of them to the 
fvvord. However that be, it is certain that Alaric departed 
in a great rage from the neighbourhood of Ravenira, and 
returned to his army, encamped near Rome, as foon as 
Sarus had joined the emperor, rcltoring the purple, and 
other enfigns of intijefly, to /''ti.ilus ; but in a few' days de¬ 
grading him again, as if he detigned to traduce, and expofe 
to ridicule, the imperial dignity Socrates relates, that 
having fliewcd him to the foldicry with all the enfigns of 
fovereignty, he expofed him the very next day to public 
view in the drefs of a (lave *. 

Alaric blocked up Rome on all fidcs, and as provifions 
w'erc already very fcarce, reduced it in a few days to the 
utmoll extremity. Some authors, and among the red St. 
Jerom , write, that it held cut a long time ; while others 
affert, Alaric reduced it with fuch expedition, that Hono- 
rius, when told by one of his courtiers, that Rome was 
lod, underltood he meant a favourite cock beating that 
name, not being yet informed, that the city of Rome w'as 
befieged There is likewife a diiagreement among au¬ 
thors as to the manner in which it was taken. Piocopius 
maintains, that Proba, an illudrious Pioman matron, Jiity- 
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Ing the unhappy condition of the people, reduced by the' 
famine that prevailed in the city to the fatal ncceflity of de¬ 
vouring one another, opened the gates in the night to the 
enemy. Sozomen fays it was taken by treachery, without 
explaining himfelf farther”; but Orofius ufes the word 
irrumpit \ which feems to import, that the enemy took the 
city by aflault. Be this as it may, that proud and haughty 
city, ftylcd the metropolis of the univerfe, after having 
triumphed over fo many nations, and extended her domi¬ 
nion from one end of the known world to the other, was, 
on the twentv-fourth of Auguft of the prefent year 410, 
taken by a Barbarian, who had not a foot of land which he 
could properly call his own. As fhe had, for the fpace of 
one thnul'aud one hundred and fixty-three years, pillaged 
the rcll; of the world, and enriched hcrfelf with the fpoils 
of the plundered nations, file underwent, in the end, the 
fame fate, and fulTercd, in her turn, the fame calamities 
which ihe had brought upon others. 

Alaric, addrelling his foldiers, told them, that all the 
wealth lodged in the city was their’s, and therefore he gave 
them full liberty to feize it; but at the fame time he ftrift- 
ly commanded them to (hed the blood of none but fuch as 
they Ihould find in arms; and, above all, to fpare thofe 
who fliould take fanduary in the holy places, erpecially in 
the ehurehts of the apoltles St. Peter and St. Paul, which 
be named becaufe they were moft fpacious, and confe- 
tpiently capable of alTording an afylum to great numbers 
of people. Having given thefe orders, he abandoned the 
city to his Goths, wdio treated it no better, according to 
St. Jerom, than the Greeks are f.iid to have treated ancient 
I roy ; for after having plundered it for the fpace of three, 
or, as others affirm, of fix days, they fet fire to it in 
fcveral places; fo that the (lately palace of Salluft, anil 
many other magnificent buildings, were reduced to afhes . 
Procopius writes, that there was not in the whole city 
one houfe left entire '*; and both St. Jerom and Philo- 
florgius ”, that the great metropolis of tbe empire was re¬ 
duced to a heap of ruins. Though many of the Goths, 
purfuant to the orders of their general, refrained from kill¬ 
ing thofe who made no refiftaiice, yet others, more 
and blood-thirfly, malTacied all they met; fo that the 
ftreets in fome quarters of the city were foon cov^ed with 
heaps of dead bodie , and fwimming in blood . However, 
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not the lead injury was offered to thofe who had fled to 
the churches ; and the Goths themfelves conveyed thither, 
as to places of fafety, fuch as they were dcfirous fhould be 
fpared e. Many of the ttatucs of the gods, which had 
been left entire by the emperors as excellent pieces of art, 
W'ere on this occaiion dellroyed, either by the Goths, who, 
though moftly Arians, were zealous Chriftians, or by a 
dreadful ftorm of thunder and lightning, which fell at the 
fame time upon the city. I he Pagans aferibed the calami¬ 
ties which Rome fuffered, to its having baniflicd the gods, 
by whom it had often been protcClcd agaiult much more 
powerful enemies. Thefc calumnies St. Aullin confuted 
in his Bift, 105th, and io6th fermons, in another intituled. 
Of the Deltruttion of the City of Rome and in his great 
work De Civitate Dei, wherein he fliews, that Rome had 
fuffered greater afflidlions before it embraced the true 
faithj and that it was preferved by the Chriftian religion 
from total deltrutlion 




CHAP. LXIV. 


T/ie WJlory of the Eaflcrn and Wejlern Emph-e, 
from the taking oj the City by the Goths, to 
the Death of Eheodofms II. 


ALARIC having remained, according to fome, fix, 
according to others, only three days in Rome, retired 
into Campania, carrying with him immenfe wealth, and a 
great number of captives ; among whom was Placidia, the 
fifter of Honorius, whom he treated with all the refpeft 
due to her rank and fex. After he had ravaged Campania, 
Lucania, Samnium, Apulia, Calabria, and the country of 
the Brutii, he approached the llraits of Sicily, with a delign 
to vifit that ifland, and afterwards Africa, which he intend¬ 
ed to reduce ; but the fleet he had prepared for that pur- 
pofe having fuffered great damage in a ftorm, he continued 
in the neighbourhood of Rhegiiim, deliberating what far¬ 
ther meafures he fhould take ; but before he came to any 
refolution, he was fuddeiily feized with ficknefs, which 
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carried him off in a few days The Goths were deeply 
concerned for the death of their monarch ; fearing the 
Romans fhould offer fome indignity to his bones, they turn¬ 
ed the courfe of the Bufento near Cofenza, in the Farther 
Calabria ; and having buried him, with many lich fpoils 
brought from Rome, in the bed of the river, they rellored 
the waters to their natural current, and killed all the flaves 
they had employed in the work. Having taken this pre¬ 
caution, they raifed to the throne Ataulphus, brother-in- 
law to the deceafed prince, who had married his filler. 
Jornandcs writes, that he returned to Rome, and pillaged 
that city a fecond time. But of this fecond dellrudlion of 
Rome no mention is made by any of the writers who llou- 
riflied at that time. 

While the Barbarians were ravaging Italy on one fide, 
Conflantine, leaving Gaul, entered it on the other, pre¬ 
tending that he was marching to the alllllance of llono- 
rius, though his real defign was to llrip him of the few 
provinces that remained under his dominion. With this 
view he advanced as far as Verona ; but while he was pre¬ 
paring to pafs the Po, in order to march to Ravenna, and 
confer with the emperor about the molt proper meafures 
to be taken in the prefent juncture, he received news of 
the unhappy, but deferved end of Alabiciis or Allobicus, 
one of Honorius’s generals, whom that prince had cauled 
to be executed, upon a well-groundeil rufpicion of his pri¬ 
vately correfponding with the ufurper*. This catallrophe 
Conflantine no fooner undcrflood, than he repaflcil the 
Alps, and retired to Arles, vidiere he found his Ion Con- 
Itans driven out of Spain by the Barbarians. Geroncius, 
who had joined them againll him, purfued him into Gaul ; 
a circumftance which obliged Conitantine loletid Fdobicus, 
one of his generals, to procure fupplies among the I'ranks 
and Germans, and commit the guard of Vienne, and the 
other cities on the Rhone, to his fon Conll.ins. But Ge¬ 
roncius, mean time, invefting Vienne, took the place; 
and having put Conflans, whom he found in it, to death, 
advanced without oppofition to Arles, and elofcly hefic-ged 
Conftantine himfclf"'. W^hile the Weflern empire was 
thus involved in calamities, the provinces in the Eafl en¬ 
joyed profound peace, under the wife adminillration of 
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Anthemius ; fo that nothing remarkable happened there, ex¬ 
cept the difgrace of Andronicus, governor of tlie Pentapolis, 
vi'ho, for his tyrannical extortions, was firft excommuni¬ 
cated by Synefius, bifliop of Ptolemais, the metropolis of 
that province, and afterwards removed by Anthemius from 
his government 

In the following year, 411, Honorius fent Conftantius, 
an officer of great experience and addrefs, inviolably at¬ 
tached to the interefl of his prince, into Gaul, with what 
troops he could fparc, to oppofe Coiiftantine, whom, after 
his entering Italy, the emperor no longer confidered as his 
partner in the empire, but as a public enemy. Conftantius 
was not by birth a Barbarian, but a Roman ; that is, he 
was born a fubjeft of the empire, according to Olympio- 
dorus, in the city of Panaifa in Illyricum. Valefius fup- 
pofes, upon what authority we know not, that he was a 
native of NailTus in Dacia, the birth-place of Coiiftantine 
the Great He was a man of extraordinary parts, well- 
fhaped in his perfon, agreeable in his conveifation, frank, 
generous, an enemy to all diflimulation and reftraint, dif- 
interefted, brave, and equally capable of commanding an 
army and governing the ftatc. He was no fooner named 
for this expedition, than he departed, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, for Gaul, vihere he was joined, upon his 
firft arrival, by moft of the troops of Geroncius, then em¬ 
ployed in reducing the city of Arles, in which was Con- 
ftantine himfelf, as we have related above. 

Geroncius, finding himfelf abandoned by his men, raifed 
the fiege, and fled into Spain, vi'here the few foldiers who 
attended him, provoked at his unfeafonable feverity, at¬ 
tacked him in the houfe where he was lodged ; which he 
defended, though affifted only by one friend, and a few 
Haves, with great refolution and intrepidity, killing three 
hundred of the aflailants At length the flaves, confult- 
ing their own fafety, made their efcape ; Geroncius might 
have made his efcape alfo, had he been able to prevail 
upon himfelf to forfake his w'ife, whom he tenderly loved. 
Being overpowered, and cut oft'from every refource, he re- 
folvcd to lay violent hands on himfelf. His wife Nonni- 
chia, apprifed of this refolution, earneftly intieatcd him to 
put her to death rather than fuffer her to fall into the hands 
of the incenfed foldiery. Moved with her tears, he firft 
difpatched her, then his friend, and laftly himfelf f. Maxi¬ 
mus, whom Geroncius had declared emperor, was fecuted 
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and brought to Conftantius, who (tripped him of the en- Maximus 
figns of majcfty, but fpared his life, as an inoffenlive per- sahn, but 
fon, and incapable of giving the lealt umbrage. hu Ufe 

(ilonltantius purfued the (iege of Arles, which Geroncius 
had begun. Conftantine, who was in the place with his 
fecond fon, Julian, defended the city four months, in ex¬ 
pectation of the fuccours which Edobicus was feiit to pro¬ 
cure amongft the Franks, and other German nations. Edo¬ 
bicus arrived at length, at the head of an army much more 
numerous than that of Conflaniius; which fo terrified the 


emperor’s generals, that they thought of abandoning the 
fiege, and retiring to Italy. But their retreat being cut off 
by the enemy, they were forced to rifk a battle. Ulphilas, T/ie C/r- 
therefore, who commanded under Conftantius, palhiigthc com. 

Rhone with a ftrong detachment of foot, concealed himfclf ‘"^, 1 '’ . 

among the woods, till the enemy palled, and were ready 
to engage Conftantius -, when, falling fuihlenly upon their ti't de- 
rear, while Conftantius charged them in front, they were feateJ. 
immediately routed. Edobicus fled to the houfe of a 
Gaulifti lord, named Ecdices, who, notwilhftanding ihe 
many favours he had received at his hands, flruck oft his 
head, and carried it to Conftantius, who ordered the 
traitor to depart the camp that inftant, left his prefence 
fliould draw down from heaven fome misfortune upon the 


whole armyConftantius returned to Arles, which ftill 
held out with great obftinacy, till news were brought to the 
Roman camp, that Jovinus, having ufurped the imperial 
title in Farther Gaul, was advancing in full march to Ailcs, 
at the head of a foimidable army, confifting of Alemans, 
Franks, Burgundians, and Alans, with a defign to fall on 
the emperor’s army. Upon this intelligence Conftantius 
complied with the terms which had been propofed before 
by the befieged, but rejected by him ; importing, that he 
fliould grant a general indemnity, ami promife, upon oath, 
that the lives of Conftantine and Julian ftiouhl be fpared. 
In confequeiice of this capitulation the gates were opened, 
and the viftorious army was received into the town. Con- 
Ibintinehad fome time before divefted himfclf of the pur¬ 
ple, and, taking faiitluary in a church, cauled himfelf to 
be ordained prieft, lliiiiking that charaifter would protetl 
him from the emperor’s juft refentment. Conftantius, iie- 
verthelefs, caufeil both him and his fon to be fecured, and 
fentinto Italy, where they were, by the emperor’s orders, 
beheaded about thirty miles from Ravenna. Hononus 
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would not grant them their lives, bccaufe they had aflafli- 
nated his two coulins Didymius and Verinianus ; but as 
they had been promifed indemnity by his lieutenant, the 
Chrillian as well as the Pagan writers condemn this a£tion 
as a breach of faith unworthy of a prince. About the fame 
time that Conhantine divelled himfelf of the purple, Jo- 
vinus, or, as he is ftyled by Sozomen and Philoftorgius, 
Joviaiius, alTumed it at Mundiacum, fays Olympiodorus' j 
which fome take to be Mentz. He was defeended from 
one of the mod illiidrious families in Gaul, and is faid to 
have caufed himfelf to be proclaimed emperor at the indi- 
gation of Goar, king of the Alans, and Guntaiius, or Gon- 
dicarias, prince of the Burgundians ’. It appears from his 
medals that he reduced Treves '; but his reign was flioit, 
as will foon appear. In the Ead the tranquility which 
the people had long enjoyed was didurbed this year 
by the Aufurians, a Moorifh nation, who, breaking into 
the Pentapolis, ravaged that province; but were foon driven 
out by Anyfius, who had fucceeded Andronicus in that 
government. The Saracens likewife committed great dif- 
orders on the frontiers of Egypt, Palcdine, Phccnicia, and 
Syria. 

The following year, 412, when Honoriuswas conful the 
ninth time, and Theodofius the fifth, the Goths at length 
left It aly, either in virtue of a treaty between Honorius and 
Ataulphus their new king, as Jornandes feems to fuppofe 
or becaufe they had already exhauded that country of its 
wealth. However that be, quitting Italy, they broke into 
Gaul, ravaging the countries through which they pafled. 
Upon their arrival in that province. Attains, whom Ataul¬ 
phus had brought thither, advifed the Goth to join Jovinus 
againd Honorius, and divide Gaul between them. Ataul¬ 
phus and Jovinus met upon that propofal; but all we know 
of their interview is, that Jovinus was difpleafed to fee 
Ataulphus and his Goths in Gaul *. Sarus, whom we 
have often mentioned, having about this time revolted from 
Honorius, bccaufe he refufed to punilh the authors of the 
murder of one of his officers, named Bellerid, was going 
into Gaul, to offer his fervice to Jovinus ; which defign 
Coming to the ears of Ataulphus, his implacable enemy, 
he went to meet him, at the head of a thoufand men. Sa- 
»us, though attended only by twenty perfons, defended 
himfelf with fuch refoluiion, that it was with the utmod 
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difficulty he was taken alive, after having killed with his 
own hand great numbers of the enemy. Ataulphus caufed 
him loon after to be put to death ; an execution which as 
he was a brave and experienced officer, created a niifunder- 
ftanding between Jovinus and Ataulphus. Jovinus foon 
sftcr took his brother Sebaltian for his partner in the cm* 
pire, contrary to the opinion of Ataulphus, who was fo prol 
yoked at his promotion, that he privately difpatchcd de¬ 
puties to Honorius, offering to rellore his filter Placidia 
and to fend him the heads of the two ufurpers, provided he 
would fupply his men with .a certain quantity of corn. 

The emperor having readily complied with his demand, 
Ataulphus foon found an opportunity of difpatching Se- 
baftian ; but Jovinus, upon the news of his death, fled to 
Valence, where he was clofely befieged, and, in the end, 
forced to fubmit to Ataulphus, who delivered him to Dar- 
danus, prefeifl: of Gaul, by whofe order he was llaiii at Nar- 
bonne. Idatius aferibes the defeat of the two ufurpers to 
the generals of Honorius, who had perhaps joined Ataul¬ 
phus. Dardanus, at this time prefeft of Gaul, is highly 
commended by St. Jerom and St. Audin, who wrote fe- 
veral letters to him; but Apollinaris Sidonius, who is like- 
wife honoured with the title of Saint, paints him as a per- 
fon of a moft infamous charafler, in whom centered all the 
vices of the three ufurpers, Conllantine, Jovinus, and Gc- 
roiicius y. 
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The next confuls were Lucius and Hcraclianus : but the HeracUa- 
name of the latter was erafed out of the fafli; for he re- nus rtvuhs 
yoked this year from Honorius, and caufing himfelf to be W/riM, 
proclaimed emperor in Africa, which he had with fo much 
bravery defended againft Attains, he equipped a fleet which 
is faid to have been more numerous than thofe of Xerxes, 
of Alexander, or any other monarch mentioned in hiltory^ 

With this formidable armada, he failed from Africa, and, 
landing in Italy, marched to Rome, which his approach lanJs in 
threw into the utmoft confternation ; but count Marinus Italy, but, 
inarching out to meet him, at the head of all the troops he •with 
could affemblc, the ufurper, feized with a fudden panic, 
fliamefully fled, and, haftening on board one of his veffcis, ,uraj'io‘' 
leturned alone to Carthage. Upon his flight, his men im- Africa-, 
mediately fubmitted, and were pardoned by Honorius, who 
foon after publilhed a law, and addreffed to the people of 
Africa, wherein he declared Heraclianus a public enemy, 
and impowered every one to apprehend, and put him to 
death. He was, foon after his return to Carthage, difeo- 


y Sid, lib, v, ep. 9. p. 1331 


9 Orof p, 224. 
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vcrcd by fome foldiers in an ancient temple, and by them 
immediately difpatched*. At this period, the Franks pil¬ 
laged Gaul, fet fire to the city of Treves, and laid wade 
the neighbouring country*". The Burgundians, who had 
entered Gaul in 407 with the Vandals and Alans, fubdued 
the country now known by the name of Alface or Alfatia. 
Conllantius, who had reduced the reft of Gaul after the 
death of the two ufurpers Conftantine and Jovinus, 
marched againft them ; but they demanding leave to fettle in 
Gaul, as friends and allies of the Roman people, the Roman 
general, not venturing to drive them to defpair, perfuaded 
the emperor to grant them part of the country which they 
had conquered Ataulphus had promifed to reftore to 
Honorius his fifter Placidia, taken piifoner in Rome, but 
treated by him, as ftie had been by Alaric, with the utmoft 
refpeiSt. Conftantius, hoping the emperor would give her 
to him in marriage, was continually prefting Ataulphus to 
comply with this article ; but, as Honorius had not yet 
fent the corn he had promifed the Goths, Ataulphus, who 
defired to marry Placidia himfelf, refufed to part with her, 
till the emperor had executed the treaty, which he was not 
at that time in a condition to perform : however, the Ro¬ 
mans ftipulated to fend the corn as foon as Placidia w'as re- 
ftored ; and Ataulphus to reftore Placidia as foon as the 
corn was fent 

After matters had continued for fnme time in this fitua- 
tion, Ataulphus, at laft, thinking himfelf deluded by the 
Romans, renewed hollilities ; and having reduced the cities 
of Narbonne and Touloufe, advanced as far as Marfeilles, 
but met there with fuch vigorous refiftance from count Bo- 
nifacius, that he was forced to abandon the enterprize, and 
retire, after having loft great numbers of his men, and been 
himfelf wounded. From Marfeilles he diretfted his march 
to Bourdeaux, w'here he W'as received as a friend In the 
Eaft, Luciu.s, a Pagan, who commanded the troops attend¬ 
ing the court, provoked at the zeal of Theodofius in extir¬ 
pating idolatry, refolved to fave it from utter ruin by aflaf- 
Gnating his prince. With this defign he went to the pa¬ 
lace, and was thrice upon the point of draw'ing his fword ; 
but is faid to have been deterred from executing his wicked 
purpofe by a W'oman of an extraordinary Itature, and 
threatening afpeiR, who, as often as he put his hand to his 
fword, appeared to him, holding the emperor in her 

■ IJat. Cliron. b Greg. Tur. lib. ii. cap. 9 p. 63. • Qrof. 

cap. 4.]. p. 114. Val. p. 136. Buch de Bcig. p. 440. Coin!. Annal. 
Ecc ef. Fran. ann. 407. J Phot. cap. 80 p. 185. ■: Ruth. 

Jib i. p 137. Phot, p 185. Hier. ep. xi. p. 53. 
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arms (D). This year the city of Conftantinople wasTurround-' 
ed with (he walls which Socrates ftyles the Great Walls ^ 
Thofe which had been built by Conllaiiline the Great were 
pulled down, and this new work, twenty miles in cireuit, 
was completed in two months s. ] 3 iit this faft we can 
hardly believe upon the authority of Nicephorus. It was 
called the New Wall, and the Wall of Theodofius'’. The 
emperor publiflicd, at this juniTurc, feveral laws againft the 
Re-baptizers, the Eunomians, the Sabbatians, andthePro- 
topafehites, who, in the celebration of Eafler, differed from 
the church as to the day, and therefore ftyled themfelves 
Protopafehites, as if they followed the primitive praflice 
and inflitution. 

The next confuls were Conftantius and Conftans, both 
generals, the former in the Weft, and the latter in the Eaft. 
'i'he negotiatiotis betM’^ecn Honorius and Atauinhus, inter¬ 
rupted by the taking of Narbonne and Touloufe, were 
now refumed. But the more the Goth was preffed by Con¬ 
ftantius to reftorc Placidia, the higher he raifed his de¬ 
mands, that the emperor rcfufing to comply with them, he 
might have a more plauflLle cxcufc for detaining her. In 
the end, by means of Candidianns, he prevailed upon her 
to marry him ; and the nuptials w'ere celebrated at Nar¬ 
bonne, in the month of January of the year 414, with the 
utmoft pomp and fclenmity. J’lacidia appealed on that 
occafion fitting on a bed of flatc, and Ataulphus in the 
Roman drefs. He yielded to the royal bride the moft ho¬ 
nourable place, and prefented her with fifty bafiiis filled 
with pieces of gold, and fifty with jewels and precious 
ftones of incllimable value, part of the fpoiJs of Rome. At- 
taluH allifted at the ceremony, and fung the epithalamiuin, 
or nuptial fong ‘ ; a degrading lunHion for one who had 
been veiled with the imperial dignity ! Honorius did not, 
it appears, confent to this marriage; for foon after Ataul¬ 
phus obliged Attalus to refuine the purple, and caufed him 
to be acknowleged emperor by his Goths. However, he 


f Sdc. lib. vii. cap i. p. 334. 

•> Cange de Conll. p. 38—40. 
Idat. Chron. 

(D) Such is the account of 
iDainafcus, a Pagan writer, who 
flourifhed about the end of 
the prefent century. Photius, 
who copied it from him, calls 
it a niou remarkable event, and 


i GicepI'. lib jiiv. cap. i. p. 43S. 
‘ Ulymp. apud Phot. p. iSB, 

not to be queflioned, lince re¬ 
lated by a Pagan writer (1) ; but 
it is not, however remarkable, 
taken notice of by any other 
hiliorian. 
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wiflieH for nothing fo much as to conclude a lading peace 
with HonoriuB ; and elevated Attains anew with no other 
defign than to intimidate the emperor, and oblige him to 
grant him, and his Goths, more favourable terms But 
Conllantius, and his party at court, defeated all the mea- 
fures taken by Ataulphus and Placidia to bring about an 
accommodation: they would not fuffer the emperor to 
hearken to any overtures, however reafonable; fo that the 
war being renewed, Ataulphus was finally obliged to quit 
Gaul, and retire into Spain. 

During thefe tranfaftions in the Weft, Pulcheria, lifter 
to the emperor Theodofius, being declared Augufta in the 
Eaft, on account of her extraordinary wifdom and piety, af- 
fumed the adminiftration, Anthemius thinking her better 
qualified for it than himfelf, though fhc had juft then en¬ 
tered only the fi-xteenth year of her age, and was but two 
years older than the emperor. As fhe was endowed with 
extraordinary parts, and eminent for piety, her adminiftra¬ 
tion proved equally advantageous to the ftate and the 
church. Th eodofius II. excelled, perhaps, in piety and re¬ 
ligion, even his grandfather Theodofius the Great, which 
all authors agree to have been owing to the uncommon care 
Pulcheria took ininfpiring him with thofc religious maxims, 
by which fhe ruled her own actions '. In the very begin¬ 
ning of her adminiftration, flie perfuaded the young prince 
to difmifs the eunuch Antiochus, of whom hereafter, and 
to remit whatever was due to the treafury from the year 
368 to 407 

In the following year, when Honorius was conful the 
tenth time, and Theodofius the fixth, Theodofius the fori 
of Ataulphus and Placidia died in Spain, whither his father 
bad retired with his Goths ; and was buried in a filver 
coffin near Barcelona, in a place of prayer, fays Olympio- 
dorus ", that is, in a church. Ataulphus himfelf did not long 
furvive him ; for he was killed this very year at Barcelona, 
in the month of Auguft or September. He was ftabbed in 
his liable by one of his own countrymen and domellics, 
named Dobbins, whofe former mafter, a leading man 
among the Goths, Ataulphus had murdered feveral years 
before. Jornandes fuppofes him to have waged war with 
the Vandals in Spain, and to have been killed three years 
after he had reduced that country by Vernulphus, whofe 
former mafter Ataulphus had murdered". Ataulphus, when 
dying, charged his brother, not named by our hiftorian, to 

k Olymp.apiiH. Phot. p. 184. ' Soi. p. 8 do. “Theoph p. 70, 

» Dlyinp- apud Phot. p. SS. ' " Jorn, Rer, Goth. cap. 31. p- 655. 
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reftore Placidia to the Romans, and to live in friend (hip 
with thcmi’. But the Goths, inllead of his brother, chofe 
for their king Sigcric, the brother of Sarus, who immedi¬ 
ately ordered the fix children that Ataulphus had by a former 
v'ife, to be inhumanly murdered, revenging, by that piece 
of cruelty, the death of his brother i. He even obliged Pla- 
cidia to walk with other captives twelve miles before his 
chariot. But he was alTaflinated by his own people the fe- 
vcnth day after his election, and Vallia chofen in his room, 
after he had caiifed all thofe to be murdered who flood in 
competition with him for the crown. This year Theodo- 
fius. by a law dated the fevcnth of December, excluded 
the Pagans from all employments both civil and military 
By another law, dated the nineteenth of Oftobcr, be dr- 
pofed Gamaliel, patriarch of the Jews, for having abufed 
his authority. Gamaliel is fuppofed to be the lait patriarch 
of that nation, which was henceforth governed by piimatcs 
chofen by the councils of the provinces, whereas the patri¬ 
archal dignity was hereditary. 

Thcodofius leaving Conftantinople for the firll time, re¬ 
tired toEudoxiopolis, called formerly Selymbria, on the fca- 
coad between Conftantinople and Hcraclea, and continued 
partly there, partly at Heraclca, till the twenty-ninth of Sep¬ 
tember The following year, 417, when Honorius was 
conful the eleventh time, and Conftantius the fccond, the 
emperor, to reward the fcrvices of that brave genetal, gave 
him in marriage his fifter Placidia, an honour to which he 
had been long afpiring. Placidia could not be prevailed 
upon to give her confent; but the emperor feizing her 
hand, gave it in fpight of her to ConftantiusThey were 
married on the firft of January, when Conftaniiiw entered 
upon his fecond confuKhip. A few months after Honorius, 
leaving Ravenna, repaired to Rome, which he entered in 
triumph, caufing Attains, brought for that purpofe from 
Lipari, to walk before his chariot. When the triumph 
was over, Attalus was remanded to the place of his exile, 
and Honotius returned foon after to Ravenna “. IntheEaft 
nothing remarkable happened befides an earthquake, which 
overturned feveral houfes at Conftantinople, and the city 

of Cybvra in Phrvgia ^ 

Honorius being conful the tw^elfth time, and iheodohus 

the eighth, Vallia died, leaving behind him one daughter, 

married to a Suevian, by whom Ihe had Ricimer, who 
P Olymp. apud Phot. p. 18«- ’> Orof p. Soz. lib- ix. cap 9- 

p. B.,; rCod.Tlno.l.lib. xvi.tit. 10. leg. *1. p. t 33 , 
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completed the ruin of the Weftern empire. The deceafed 
prince was fueceeded by Thcodoric, called by fome Theo- 
dorus, and by others TbeoiloridesIn the Eafl Plintha, 
a Goth, revolted, bnt was defeated in Palelline r ; which 
is all we know of this war. Plintha, notwithftanding his 
defeat, mull have concluded an advantageous peace M'ith 
Th eodnfius ; for he was railed the following year to the 
confular dignity, and preferred to the poft of general of 
the Roman horfe and foot, in which he acquitted himfelf 
with great reputation and fidelity In the confullhip be 
had Monaxius for his colleague, another of Theodofius’s 
officers ; fo that both confuls were, in 419, fubjedls of the 
Faftern empire, as they had been in 417, of the Wellern, 
Of the two confuls one was, generally fpeaking, chofen in 
the Eaft, the other in the Well; and he named the firlf, 
who was firfl in rank ; if they were equal, each named in 
the firll place his own cnnful. 

On the fecond or third of July Placidia was delivered at 
Ravenna of a foil, who was named Valcntinian, and fuc - 
ceeded Honorius in the empire. Nothing happened this 
year in the Eaft which hiftorians have thought worthy of 
recording, except an attempt upon the life of Aetius, pre- 
fe£t of Conftantinople, who was attacked by an aflalfin, 
named Ccivachus, as he was returning from the great 
church AVe are not told wli.it gave occafion to this at¬ 
tempt, nor what became of the aflalfm. By a law dated 
the twentv-fonrth L)1 September, I'heodofius declared thofe 
guilty of death who Ihould leach the Barbaiians the art of 
building (hips, to vi liich they v ere yet ftrangeis 

In the follovi ing vear, when d heodofius vi'as conful the 
ninth time, with Conftantins the third, the army mutinied 
ill the Eaft, and murdered their general Maximinus, as we 
find in the chronicle tif Marcellinus ; hut of this mutiny no 
mention is made by any other writer. 

In the Weft noihing reinarkahle happened this year; 
hut under the following confuls. Agricola and Euftatius, 
the emperor Honorius, on the eighth of I’ehruary, raifed 
Conllantius to the imperial dignity, declared him his col¬ 
league, anil gave the title of Augufta to his wife Placidia S 
The images of Conftantius and Placiilia were fent to Con- 
flantinople, with the news of their promotion ;■ but Theo- 
dolius refufed, for hat rcafon we know not, to acknow- 
lege them; a refufal which would have kindled a war be- 

* Joi n. p. 659. Olymp- p 193. y Philnlf, lib. xii. cap. 8. p. 

166. 2 Suer. lib. v. rap. 13. p. 293. ^ Cliron. Alex. p. 710. 

b Cod. Thend. lib, ii. tit. 40. leg. 14. p. 32a. r Theoph. p. 7a. 

Ulymp. p. 191. Mar. Chron. 
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tween the two empires, had not Conftantius died fooh 
after, having reigned feveii months, a few days excepted. 
He was buried at Piavenna, where he died of a pleurify, in a 
maufoleum built by his widow Placidia, near the church of 
St. VitalisThe emperor Thcodofius married Eudocia 
on the feventh of June, on which occafion there were great 
rejoicings at Conflantinople. Eudocia was the daughter of 
an Athenian pbilofophcr, named Heraclitus, upon whofc 
death her two brothers, Gefiusand Aureli.inus, defrauding 
her of her fhare of her father’s ellatc, flie went to Conllan- 
tinople to implore the proteflion of I’ulcheria. As flie 
h.id been inftrufted by her father with extraordinary care 
in Icveral languages, and in every branch of literature, and 
was beddes remarkable for her beauty and engaging beha¬ 
viour, Pulcheria, after fevcral conferences, began to think 
her a proper match for her brother Theodofius, whom ac¬ 
cordingly file perfuau'ed to marry. So fhe is reprefented by 
the modern Greeks; but the ancient writers tell us, that 
fhe was the daughter, not of the philofopher Heraclitus, 
but of Leontius, an Athenian fophill, or profelTor of elo¬ 
quence at Athens Before the nuptials were celebrated, 
Theodofius caufed her to be baptized by Atticus, bifhop of 
Conitantinople, who changed the name of Atbenais, which 
file bore before, into that of Eudocia (F). The two bro¬ 
thers of Eudocia, infoimed of her good fortune, and coii- 
feious to themfelves of their behaviour towards her, ab- 
fconded ; but flie, inftead of refenting the injury, invited 
them both to court, and raifed them to great preferments L 


a Philoft. lib, xii. cap. ji. p. 337. 
f Evag. lib. i. c.ip. 20. p. 297. 

P- 7*4. 

(F) She compofed a poem on 
a victory obtained by the Ro¬ 
mans over the Perfians. She 
likewife put into hexameter 
verl'e the five books of Mofes, 
with thofe of Jolbua, of the 
Judges, and of Ruth. This 
performance, which confillcd 
of eight books, is much com¬ 
mended by Fhotlus, as is like- 
wife the paraphrafe, which the 
fame princefs wrote in verfe 
upon the prophecies of Zecha- 
riah and Daniel, and Photius 

(i)PhDt. cap. 8> p. 413—4r<<- 
Cange Byz. Fain- p, 7*i 


' Socr. lib. vii. p. 360. 
r Zan.ar. p. 44. Chron. Alex. 

found, with a poem on St. Cy¬ 
prian and St. Jullin, performed, 
without all doubt, fays that 
writer, by the fame hand(]). 
Zonaras mentions another work 
of the fame einprefs, which he 
calls Homer’s Rhapfody. It 
contained the hiftory of our 
Saviour, and entirely confifted 
of verfes borrowed from Ho¬ 
mer. It was begun by a pa¬ 
trician, fays Zonaras, but com¬ 
pleted by Eudocia (2). 

(») Zon. tom. iii P 37 - 
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The peace which had long fubfifted between the Romans 
and Perfians, was broken, and a war kindled between the 
two empires on the following occalion. Vararanes V. who 
had fucceeded his father Ifdcgerdes in the kingdom of Per¬ 
fia, having, at the inlligation of the Magi, raifed a perfe- 
cution againlt the Chriilians in his dominions, great num¬ 
bers took refuge in the Roman territories, and repaired to 
Conllaiilinople, where they were received with great kind- 
nefs by Atticus, bifhop of that city, and by him recom¬ 
mended to the emperor, who was fo far from delivering 
them up when demanded by the Perfian ambalTadors, that, 
on the contrary, he declared his refolution of defending 
thcrri, and the religion they profefled, with the whole 
ftrength of the empire. Some mifunderftanding had be¬ 
fore arifen between the two princes, the Perfian king re- 
fufing to fend back fome workmen, whom he had hired 
from the Roman teriitories, to dig in mines of gold, which 
he had lately difeovered. Befides the Perfians had plun¬ 
dered and infulted fome Roman merchants trading to their 
country 

Upon thefe provocations, as Vararanes continued to per- 
fecute the Chriflians in his dominions, Theodofius declared 
war againft the Perfians ; and, without lofs of time, dif- 
patched Ardaburius, an Alan, at the head of a confidcrable 
army, into Azazene, a Perfian province beyond the Tigris, 
which he plundered, after having gained a complete viflory 
over Narfes, whom the king of Perfia had fent with a nu¬ 
merous army to oppofe him. The battle was fought on the 
third of September, and the news of the victory brought 
on the fixth of the fame month to Conftantinople, though 
feveii hundred miles diftant from the borders of Perfia, by 
a famous courier of thofe times, named Palladius'. Narfes, 
after this defeat, abandoning the province of Azazene to 
the mercy of the enemy, marched with incredible expe¬ 
dition into Mefopotamia, with a defign to invade the 
empire on that fide, which was then deftitute of troops, 
and unprepared for defence. But Ardaburius, aware 
of his defign, obliged him to flielter himfelf within the 
walls of Nifibis, wdiich place he immediately befieged. In 
the mean time the king of Perfia, having received intelli-, 
gence of the defeat of his general, and the danger both he 
and the city of Nifibis were in, aflembled all his forces, 
and entering Mefopotami.a, inverted Thcodofiopolis, to 
divert Ardaburius from the fiege of Nifibis. But the be¬ 
fieged, having Eunomius, bifliop of the place, at their head, 

•i Socr. lib. vii. cap. 18. p. 353. • Ibid. cap. 19. p. 557, 55*. 
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defended It with fuch vigour and refolution, that the Pef- 
fians, after having battered it with an incredible number 
of machines for a whole month without intermiffion, were 
obliged to abandon the cnterprize and retireThe cue* 
my were foon after reinforced with an innumerable multi* 
tude of Saracens, under the conduft of Alamuiidarus, a 
renowned Warrior, who, to raife the drooping fpirits of the 
Ferflan monarch, boalled, that in a (hort time he would 
deliver into his hands, not only the Romans who befieged 
Nifibis, but Antioch itfelf, the metropolis of Syria. But 
not long after, his men, being feized with a panic, and 
not knowing whithar to fly, threw themfelves into the Eu* 
phrates, where a hundred thoufand are faid to have perilh- 
ed. The Romans, feized at the fame time with the like 
upon a falfc report that the king of Perfia w.a3 ad- 
vanemg to the relief of Nifibis with a great number of ele¬ 
phants, burnt all their machines, raifed the fiege, and re¬ 
tired in the utmoll confufiort into the Roman dominions 
During the following year the war was purfued with un¬ 
common fuccefs againft the Ferfians. hrom Socrates, who 
only nightly touches on the military preparations, as fo¬ 
reign to his principal purpofe, it appears, that Ariobindus, 
one of the Roman generals, killed in finglc combat a Per- 
fian famed for his valour; that Ardaburius put to the 
fwordfeven Perfian commanders,lurprifed in an ambufeade; 
and that Avitianus cut in pieces the few Saracens lylio 
had efcaped being drowned in the Euphrates'". Notwilli- 
Randlng thefe advantages, Theodofius, imagining the Per* 
flans, thus weakened and dilhearteiied, would hearken to 
an accommodation, and ceafe from perfecuting the Clirif- 
tians, in whofc defence lie had taken arms, offered Vara- 
ranes very reafonable propofals; which the Perfian would 
have accepted with joy, had he not been diverted from it 
by the Immortals, that is, a corps of ten thoufand cliofcii 
men, fo called, becaufe they had never been conquered. 
This band perfuaded the king to keep the Romans in fuf- 
pcncc, with a defign to furprife them in the mean time. 
With this view they divided themfelves into two bodies, 
one of which lay concealed among the woods, while the 
other advanced in order to attack the enemy, an raw 
them into the ambufeade ; but Procopius, who command¬ 
ed a feparate body of Romans, obfervmg their motions from 
an eminence where he was ported, and apprifed of their 
defign, attacked them in the rear, while Aidaburius charg- 



buf < 7 fi 

b^th fehc; 
'lo'.ih a pa 
nic and re 

iirc 


Vr. of FI. 

1871* 

A. D 4»z« 
U-C. mo. 


Tke Ro~ 
titan tgaim 
great o»/- 
•vanlages 
over the 
?erf\anu 


k Theodoret, lib. v. cap. 37- P- »43' 
;J57—360. mldein, Cap. 18. p. 357 - 


^ Socr. lib. vii- p» 



Hiftory of thi 

cd therii in the front, by which means they were furround- 
ed, and to a than put to the fword. Vararanes was no 
fooncr informed of this calamity, than, calling for the Ro¬ 
man ambafladOrs, he agreed to the tefmsthey had propofed, 
arrd concluded a peace with the empire for a hundred years ; 
which laRed, according to Evagrius, till the twelfth year 
/ora hun- of the reign of Anaftalrus ; that is, to the year ^02". The 
chief article of this treaty was, that the Perfrart king fhould 
recall thebanifhed Chriftians, reflore them to their efl:ates» 
and put a flop to the cruel perfecution he had raifed againtl; 
them. 

Next year a mifunderflanding arof^between Honorius 
and his lifter Placidia, whom the emperor had entertained 
at court, fince the death of her hufband Conftantius, with 
fuch tendernefs and affedlion, as gave occafion to ^ftrrl'e 
very fcandalous rcfleflions. Some authors write, that the 
great fway fhe bore in the adminiftration giving no fmall 
jealoufy to the other courtiers, they perfuaded the emperor, 
that fhe correfponded privately with the Goths, who ftill 
honoured her as their queen, and betrayed all his counfcls 
However that be, it is certain, that the extraordinary af- 
feftion he had hitherto fliewn her being changed into an 
'cTuri/anJ averfion no lefs extraordinary, Placidia thought it prudent 
retire into to quit the court and retire, with her fon Valentinian, and 
the Ea/l her daughter Honoria, to Conftantinople; where fhe was 
7 on^(''a‘lea received by her nephew Theotlofius, though he had 

timan, formerly refufed to acknowlege her hufband Conftantius for 
Yr. of FI. emperor, and to give her the title of Aiigufta p. boon after 
2^73 this reparation, Honorius died at Ravenna of a dropfy, hav- 
A.^ 413. jjjg reigned twenty-eight years fince the death of his father 
' ' Theoclofius, and thirty-one fince the time he was firft created 

Honorius Auguftus (G). Hoiiorius no fooner expired, than an ex- 
s/tes. prefs 

" Evagr. lib. i. cap. 19. p, 276. Theodor, lib. v. cap. 39. p. 
24;. Socr. cap. 21. p, 339. ° Olyinp. p. 19&. P CalEotl. 

Citron. 

(G) Under Ilniiurius flou- year 406 to the death of that 
rilhedOlympiodorus, who wrote prince; but onlyafewpafTages 
in Greek the hiftnry of that ot his work have reached our 
prince, from the year 407, the rimes, quoted by Gregory of 
thirteenth of his reign, to his Tours (1). Claudlau maybe 
death. He was a native of ranked among the hiftorians who 
Thebes in Egypt, and a Pagan, have written concerning Hono- 
Renatus Protuturus Frigeridus rius; for of him we have learnt 
wrote likewife the hiflory of the feveral particulars of that 
reign of Honorius, from the prince’s reign. He was a na- 

(0 Greg. Tur. Hilt. Franc, lib, ii, cap. 9. p. 62—64. 
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pyefs was difpatdied to Theodofius with intelligence of his 
death, which that prince concealed for fome days, and, in 

the 


tlve of Alexandria in Egypt. 
He firft applied himfeltto Greek 
poetry. His firft Latin poem 
was on the confulftiip of the 
two brothers Olybrius and Pro- 
biiuis in 39J. He was deputed 
by the eitiaens of Rome in 396, 

. to congratulate Honorius on his 
third L'onfulftiip (2). He was 
honoured by the Roman fe- 
iiate with a ftatnc, which, in 
confidcration of his excellency 
in poetry, was erefted in the 
Itjuare of Trajan (3). He was, 
as appears from his poems, an 
adorer of Jup'ter, and all the 
other Pagan gods. Orolius 
calls him a moll obllinate Pa¬ 
gan ; but at the fame time com- 
niends him as an excellent poet 
(4). St. Auftin likewife fpeaks 
of him as a peiTon greatly at¬ 
tached to the Pagan fuperfti- 
tion (;). Rutilius, or, as he 
is ftyled at the head of his poem, 
Rutilius Claudius Numatianus, 
flourilhed in the reign of Ho¬ 
norius. He was a native of 
Touloufe, in Gaul. Rutilius 
bore two of the greateft em¬ 
ployments in the ftate, namely, 
the office of magifter officiorum, 
and that of prefeftof Rome (6). 
In his poem he declares himlelf 
a Pagan, and a fworn enemy to 
the monks, efpecially to thofe 
who lived in the ifland of Ca- 
praria or Capraia, on the coaft 
of Tufeany. Lucilius wrote 
fome fatires, in no refpefl in¬ 
ferior, if we may depend upon 
the judgement of Rutilius, to 

(i) Claud, epig. 9. p. i 4 °> 

(4.) Orof. lib vii. cap. 35. p. ixi- 
cap. 26. p. 142. (6) Rut. p. 

(8) Vofl'. Hilt. Lat. lib. iii. cap. ». 
lib. i, cap. 2. p. i66. &lib. vi. c^P 


thofe of Turnus and Juvenal 
(7) ; but none of them have 
reached our times. Flavius, 
faid by St. Jerom to have writ¬ 
ten a treatifeon phylie in verfe, 
is fuppofed by Vollius to have 
flourilhed in the reign of Ho¬ 
norius, and likewife the author 
of a comedy, ftyled Querulus 
Plauti, which is inferibed to 
one Rutilius (8). About this 
time flourilhed Macrobius, or, 
as he is ftyled at the head of his 
works, Aurelius Theodofius 
Ambrollus Macrobius; for all 
the perfons he introduces in his 
Saturnalia, lived under Theo- 
lius I. and his fun Honorius. 
His Saturnalia is 3 colleflion of 
aniicputies formed by him for 
the inftruftion of bis fon, and 
fuppofed to have been Uttered 
in a familiar converfation among 
friends, during the Saturnalia, 
or the feafts of Saturn. The 
perfons he introduces were the 
moft famous then at Rome for 
their learning and erudition. 
Befides the Saturnalia, he wrote 
two books on the dream of Scl- 
pio. One of the chief perfons 
introduced by Macrobius in his 
Saturnalia, is Servius, who had 
lately begun to teach polite"!!- 
teraiureat Rome, and is paint¬ 
ed as a a perfon of great learn¬ 
ing, and at the fame time uni- 
verfally beloved for his modelly 
(9). He is introduced fpeak- 
ing moftly of Virgil, whofeini- 
mitablc .feneid he explained 
daily to the Roman youth, 

(3) Idem, conf. Hon. 3. p. 39. 

(5) Aug. Civ. Dei, hb. v. 
131, 138. (7) Idem, p. 137- 

p. 746. (j) Macrob. Sat: 

• 7 - P- 47 *> 
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the mean time, gave private orders to a body of troops to 
advance into the neighbouiliood of Salonx in Dalmatia, that 
they might be at band to prevent the difturbances, which, 
heapprehended, would be raifcd in the Weft by the death 
of Honorius, who had left no children to fucceed him. 
Having taken this ftep, he publifhed the death of his uncle, 
and at the fame time caufed himfelf to be proclaimed em¬ 
peror of the Weft 1. 

Tbefe precautions did not deter John, the deceafed em¬ 
peror’s chief Iccretaty, from alTuming the purple in Rome, 
encouraged in his ufurpation by Caftinus, then commander 
in chief of all the troops in the Weft. The tyrant was im¬ 
mediately acknowleged, not only in Rome and Italy, but 
likewife in Gaul and Dalmatia ; a circumftance which en¬ 
couraged him to difpatch ambaffadors to Theodofius, to ac¬ 
quaint him with his promotion : but that prince refufing to 
acknowlege him, and having even ordered his envoys to be 
arrefted, and thrown into prifon, he prepared for war, and 


s Olymp. p. ijS. Socr. lib. vii, 

Maurus Servius Honoratus, the 
author ot the learned comment 
on that poet, is, without all 
doubt, the Servius of Macro- 
bius. In the fifth or lixth cen¬ 
tury fluurilhed a gianiin:[ri;iii, 
named Martiantts Mineiis Felix 
Capella, who publiflied feveral 
philological pieces, partly in 
profe, and partly in verfe, 
which are ftill extant, and di¬ 
vided into feven books. Soli- 
pater Charihus, who publifiied 
five books ot obfervations on 
grammar. Hill extant, flourifti- 
according to Baillet, in the 
time of Honorius ; and betore 
him a grammarian named Dio- 
niedes, wfaofe works have like- 
wile reached our times. In the 
reign of Theodofins I. or his 
children, was publiflied, as is 
commonly believed, what we 
call the map or tables of Pru- 
ttnger, which are a kind of iti¬ 
nerary made by feme ofliccr, 
fimilar to a quarter-niafler, for 

(i) Sacr. p. ya^. 


cap. 2j. p. 363. Idat. Chron. 

the life of thofe who condufled 
the Roman troops from one 
place to another. The author 
fcenis to have been altogether 
ignorant both of geography 
and mathematics. Thefe tables 
belonged to Conrad Peutinger 
in Auglbourg, and are thence 
called the tables of Peutinger ; 
but they were publilhed by Vel- 
fer, who had them engraved by 
John Moret of Aiitw'erp. A 
civilian, named Eufebius, de- 
feribed the war of Gaiiias in a 
poem, which be Ayled Gaina- 
des; and the fame fubjedl was 
handled by another poet, nam¬ 
ed Ainmonius, who read it to 
Theodofius II. in 438. Both 
ihcfe poems were greatly cf- 
teemed (ij; but neither of 
them has reached our times. 
Voffius fuppofea them to have 
been written in the Greek 
longue, and ranks the authors 
among the Greek poets (2). 


(1.) Voff, Poet. CrrBSi cap. 9. p, 77, iS. 
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fent tlic famous Aetius, with large fums, to draw tlie Huni'is 
oyer to his afliftance. That celebrated commander, who 
governed the Weftem empire with abfolute fway during 
the reign of Valentinian IH. was a native of Doroflerum in 
Moefia, the fon of Gaudentius, who, though hjr birth a 
Scythian^ was raifed to the bighelt employments in the em¬ 
pire, and married an Italian lady of great diltindlion, called 
by fome Italica^ By her he had Aetius, who ferved at 
firft among the emperor’s domeftics, or the troops of his 
houftiold, and was given as an hoftage to Alaric, after the 
battle of Pollentia in 403, and afterwards to the Hunns, 
with whofe chiefs he, by thefe means, became acquainted. 
Upon his return from the country of the Hunns, he mar¬ 
ried the daughter ofCarpilio, captain of the guards; and 
had by her two fons, Gaudentius, who, after the death of 
Valentinian, was taken by Gerferic, and Carpilio, whom 
Valentinian fent with the charatder of ambaflador to At- 
tila *. Aetius was a perfon of a inajeftie mien, tall ftature, 
and a robuft conftitution, which enabled him to bear the 
fatigues and toils attending a military life with great refo- 
lution. He is no lefs comniemled by the ancients on ac¬ 
count of his prudence, addrefs, and penetration in ftate- 
affairs, than for his courage, intrepidity, and experience in 
war. He was free from avarice, bad but little ambition, 
and was fuch a lover of juftice, that no reconimcinlaiions, 
however prefTing, were capable of making him fwerve from 
■equity. Such is the charafttr given him by brigcridiis, a 
writer w-ho flourifhed in his time, as quoted by Gregory of 
Tours '. Procopius relates, that Aetius and Bonifacius, 
who defended Marfeilles, when attacked by Ataulphus, 
were the two greateft commanders in the whole empire, 
and that they deferved to be called the lalt Romans John, 
upon his ufurping the empire, committed the care of his 
palace to Aetius; and then fent him to engage the Hutins in 
his caufe, with orders to cut olF the rear ol the troops of 
TheodoGus, if they entered Italy, while he liimfelf charged 
them in front*'. On the fecond of January of the prelent 
year, Eudocia was declared Augufta 

'Pheodofius having affembled all the forces of the Eaftern 
empire, ordered them to march to the frontiers of Dalma¬ 
tia, under the conduft of Ardaburius, his fon Afpar, and 
Candidianus. With them he fent Placidia, and her fon 


r Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iii 
Prif. Leg. p. 53. Sidan. p. iS>)- Ori.l p. 305 
p. JO. u Piotop. Bell. Vand. lib. i cap. 3. p. 183 

p. j6, Profp. Chron, * Chron. Alex, p 
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Valcntinian, allowing the former to refume the title and 
enfigns of Augufta, which (he had religned upon entering 
the dominions of Theodoflus ; and the latter to wear the 
habit peculiar to the nobilillimi which title had fome time 
fin ce been given to the fons of emperors, before they were 
created Csefars. This ftcp was renouncing all prctenGons 
to the empire of the Weft, and tacitly yielding it to Placi¬ 
dia and Valentinian. Before they left Conftantinople, 
Thcodofius betrothed his daughter Licinia Eudoxia to 
young Valentinian. After this ceremony, Placidia left 
Conftantinople with her fon, who, upon his arrival at 
Theffalonica, received the enligns peculiar to the Csfirs, 
from the hands of Helio, magifter officiorum to Theodofius, 
by whom he had been fent thither for that purpofe r. 

In the following year, the army of Theodofius having 
crofted Pannonia and Illyricum, fuddenly attacked Saloiia:, 
which was taken by ftorm. There it was agreed among 
the generals, that Afpar ftiould lead the cavalry, wdih Pia- 
cidia and Valentinian, by land to Aquileia, wdiilc the foot, 
under the command of his father Ardaburius, was tranf- 
ported to that city by fea. This fcheme M'as fo well exe¬ 
cuted by Afpar, that, arriving at Aquileia, before the ene¬ 
my had the leaft intimation of his march, he entered the 
place without oppofition; but the fleet being difperfed by 
a violent ftorm, Ardaburius w'as driven afhore, and taken 
by the ufurper’s foldiers, who immediately carried him to 
their emperor, then at Ravenna, by whom he was received 
with great joy, and treated with the utmoft civility, the 
ufurptr hoping, by his means, to prevail upon Thcodofius, 
who had great confidence in Ardaburius, to acknowlege 
him for his colleague. As he was allowed to converfe with 
whom he pleafed, he corrupted the chief otficers, who had 
already begun to be tired of their nevi^ prince ; and, pri¬ 
vately acquainting his fpn Afpar with the fecurity in w’hich 
the tyrant lived, advifed him to advance fpeedily with his 
beft troops to Ravenna. Afpar immediately marched from 
Aquileia with the cavalry; and, being conducted through 
the marflics which furrounded Ravenna on the land-fide, 
by a fhepherd., w'hom Socrates pretends to have been an 
angel, he entered the city, finding the gates open and un¬ 
guarded. With the afliftance of the officers feduced by his 
father, he fecured the tyrant before he had time to make 
his efcape, and fent him in chains to Placidia and Valenti¬ 
nian, theq at Aquileia, who ordered firft his right-hand, 

y Olymp. p. i6j. Prorp, Chron. Philoft. p. 573. Greg. Tuy. 
p. 57- , 
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and then his head, to be cut off*. Thus ended the ufur- 
pation of John, after he had borne the title of emperor 
about a year and fix months, according to Philoftorgius. 

Three days after his death, Aecius entered Italy, with an 
army of fixty thoufand Hunns, who being met by Afpar, a 
bloody battle was fought, without any conliderable advan¬ 
tage on either fide -, but, in the mean time, Aetius, in¬ 
formed of the death of the ufurper, refolved to make the 
bell terms he could for himfelf. Accordingly, Placitlia pro- Aniuj fut. 
mifing not only to receive him into favour, but to dillin- onJ 
guifh him with the title of count, he fubmitted, and pre- 
vailed upon the Hunns to return into their own country*. 

Caftinus, who was fuppofed to have favoured the ufurpa- 
tion of John, was banifhetl’*. 

When news of the captivity and death of the ufurper were f'alenti- 
brought to Coiiftaiitinople, Theodofius declared his coufiii, 
Valentinian, emperor, and Flacidia regent of the empire 
during her fon’s minority. He intended to have taken a thtWefi, 
journey into Italy, in order to invell him with the fovc- and hs 
reignty, and with that defign advanced to Tlieffalonica ; 
but was feized in that city with a malady, which obliged 
him to return to Conftantinople; whence he difpatched 
Helio to Rome, where Valentinian then rcfulcd, with the 
purple and imperial diadem, which the young prince re¬ 
ceived on the twenty-third of Oftuber of the year 425 ^ 

In the Eall, Thrace was defohted by the Hunns, pro- Yr. of FI. 
bably the fame who came to the afllllancc of the ufurper ^ 

John. They even threatened Coniiaiitinoplc with a fiege; y ^ mj. 

but their leader, named Rougas, or Roilas, being killed -•- 

with lightning, and great numbers being daily fwept away Thraa ra- 
by a plague, which broke out in their army, the reft, with- "vaged hy 
drew, dreading, not the valour of the Romans, fays So¬ 
crates, but the power of Heaven, which had evidently cf- 
poufed the caufe of Theodofius 

Dutiiig the following year 421^, when Theodofius was 
conful the twelfth time, and Valentinian the Iccond, 
thing remarkable happened in cither empire. But, under 
the next confuls, Hierius and Ardaburius, the Goths, who ^hrace. 
had polTcired Pannonia fmee the year 377, when they firft 
entered that province, were by Theodofius transferred into 
Thrace ; where they continued for the ^pace of fifty-eiglu 
years, that is, till they fubdued Italy, under the coniluiLl; 
of Theodoric '. This circumllance induces us to believe. 
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Chron. Profp. Chron. 
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that Thcodofius, Jn yielding the Wcflern emtire to Valen- 
tinian, retained Pannonia, which comprlfed that part of the 
prefent Auftria and Hungary which lies on the Roman fide 
of the Danube, and had hitherto belonged to the empire of 
the Welt. Great dilturbances happened this year ill 
Africa, which were attended with the lofs of that province. 
The celebrated count Bonifacius, ftyled by St. Aultin the 
jdy of the church, the bulwark of Africa, and the glory ojF 
the empire, had been rewarded by Honorius, for his gallant 
behaviour at Marfeilles, with the command of the ttoops irt 
Africa ; which province he defended with great bravery 
Bgainlt the repeated attempts of John, though acknowleged 
by all the other commanders and governors of provinces. 
Placidia, highly plcafed with his conduct and loyalty, called 
him to court upon the death of that tyrant; and, after be¬ 
llowing upon him the highell encomiums, preferred him to 
the poll of comes domelticonlim, and fent him into Africa 
with unlimited power. This gave no fmall jealoufy to 
his rivals at court, efpecially to Felix, commander in chief 
of the Roman forces, and to Aetius, who, after his depar¬ 
ture, perfuaded Placidja, that he had preferved Africa for 
himfelf, and only waited an opportunity of ellablifhing an 
independent fovereignty. Aetius added, that the emprefs 
rnight, when llie pleafed, oblige him to.pull off the malk, by 
lecalling him from his government; for he was very fure 
Bonifacius would difobey her orders. 

In confcqUcnce of this fuggeltion, the credulous princefs 
immediately ordered Bonifacius to repair to Rome; but 
Aetius having written to him before, that the emprefs 
'^eifus'anti fought bis ruin, and, in order to compafs it, would foon re¬ 
call him, advifing him at the fame time, with great protella- 
tions of iriendlliip, to confult his own f-afety, he, upon the 
receipt of Placidia’s letter, concluded Aetius to be his real 
friend, and refufed to comply with the orders he had re¬ 
ceived. Placidia, no longer qucllioning the truth of Ae- 
tius’s information, declared Bonifacius a public enemy, and 
difpatclied a ftrong body of troops againll him, under the 
command of Mavortius, Galbio, and Sinex, who befieged 
Bonifacius, in what place we are not informed, till, quarel- 
among themfelves, Mavoritius and Galbio were killed 
' by the treachery of Sinex, and he in a fally was llain by Bo¬ 
nifacius, who gained a complete viflory, without the lofs 
of one man. Placidia, being refolved, notwithftanding the 
ill fuccefs of her three generals, to purfue the war with 
vigour, committed the whole management of it to Siglf- 
vu!t, a Goth ; who, pafiing over into Africa with a great 
number pf bU CPUntrymen, redufed Carthage and Hippo, 
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fionifacius, finding ttie elnprefs obftlnatcly bent upon his' 
i-uill, and himfelf not in a condition to contend with the 
whole ftrength of the empire, had rccourfe to the Van¬ 
dals, who, lince the defeat of Caftinus, had peaceably en¬ 
joyed the province of Bcetica or Andalufia, and were at 
this time governed by Genferic, brother to their late king 
Gonderic (G). 

With this Barbarian BonifaciuS, whofe piety had been 
formerly fo much extolled by St. Auftin ^ Was forced, iii 
his own defence, to enter into a treaty, the chief, and per¬ 
haps thfe only article of which was, that, upon their anift- 
5 ng him, Africa fltould be divided between Genferic and 
himfelf*. The treaty being ratified, Genferic, having af- 
fembled 4 great number of velfels, ordered all his Vandals^ 
women and children, as well as men, to embark j and, 
abandoning Spain in the month of May, 528, while Belix 
hnd Tautus were confuls, crolfed the Streights of Gibraltar, 
and landed in Africa The Romans took polfelTion again 
of the provinces which the Vandals had abandoned, and re¬ 
tained them till they were expelled by the Suevians, as the 
Suevians were in their turn by the Goths, who came t(^ 
fettle in that part of Spain. The fame year Aetius waS 
fent into Gaul to oppofe the Franks ; but of this war wc 
Khali fpeak hereafter. Nothing happened in the Eaft wor¬ 
thy notice, except the publilhing of a law, by which all 
brothels were fupprelTed in Conltantinoplc *. Florentius 
and DionyfiuB, confuls for the year 429, were fuccecdcdby 
Theodofius and Valentinian, the former the thirteenth 
time, and the latter the third time, conful. During the 


f Aug. ep. 70. p. ii6. * Procop. p. 45. ’’ Idst. p- i», 

1 Cod. Theod. lib. xv. tit. *. leg. ij. p. 5S- 


(G) Genferic was, according 
to Jomandes (i) and Procopius 
(z), of a low fiature, and lamed 
by a fall from his horfe : he 
thought much, and fpoke little | 
was an enemy to pleafure and 
debauchery ; had a wonderful 
addrefs in gaining the affeftions 
of the people, and fowing dif- 
fenfuMis among his enemies, H? 
Was reiiiaritably brave and cou¬ 
rageous [ but no lefs ambitious 
and pallion^te ; well ikilled in 

(1) Jorn. cap. 3S. p. 657. (*, 

(t) Malel, Hilt, fbron, 


the art of war, and long inured 
to the hardfliips and toils at¬ 
tending it. He renounced the 
Catholic faith, which he firlt 
profelTcd, to embrace the doc¬ 
trine of Arius, which prevailed 
among his countrymen iheVan- 
dals (t 1 . His brother Gonde- 
ric left fev eral fons behind him ; 
but he caufed them all to be 
murdered, together with their 
mother (4)- 

Procop. p. i?4. (1) P- 'T> 
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'confulfhip of the two princes, Aetius w,is raifed to the 
chief command of all the troops of the Weftern empire, in 
the room of Felix, who was at the fame time created a pa¬ 
trician ; but foon after killed in Ravenna by the mutinous 
foldiery, excited againd him by Aetius, jealous of his 
great credit at court. The fame year Aetius gained con- 
fiderable advantages over the Juthongi, whofe country bor¬ 
dered on Rhartia; over the inhabitants of Noricum, who 
had revolted ; and over the Goths in Gaul, attempting to 
raife frefh dillurbances in that province 

In the courfe of the following year Aetius entirely re¬ 
duced the Norici, and the Vintlelici, who had joined tlie 
former in their revolt. From Noricum he palled into 
Gaul, to awe the Franks, who were faid to be in arms 
Placidia difeovered at length the true caufc of the revolt of 
Bonifacius. Some of that general’s friends, greatly fur- 
prifed at his entering into an alliance with the enemies of 
the empire, after having defended it againd the Barbarians 
with fo much zeal and integrity, obtained leave of the em- 
prefs to go into Africa, in order to confer with him in per- 
fon, and hear what he could allege in his own defence. 
Bonifacius was overjoyed to fee them, and produced, upon 
their charging him with treafon and rebellion, the letter 
which Aetius had written, proteding, that nothing but his 
own fafety and prefervation could have induced him to turn 
his arms againd his prince and country. With this letter 
they returned to Placidia, who was thereby fully convinced 
of the treachery of Aetius ; but thinking it dangerous to 
provoke him, as he was then at the head of a viftorious 
army in Gaul, die concealed her indignation for the pre- 
fcnt. In a letter to Bonifacius, Ihe exprefl'ed her deteda- 
tion of the injury that had been done him ; alTuring him of 
her favour and protedflon for the future ; and exhorting 
him to return to his duty, and, confulting, with his ufual 
zeal, the fafety of the empire, drive out the Barbarians, 
whom, for his own fafety, he had called in. This office 
Bonifacius readily undertook, offering them immenfe Turns, 
provided they quitted Africa, and returned to .Spain ; but as 
they had already reduced the whole country, except the 
three cities of Carthage, Hippo, arid Cirtha, Genferic fird 
returned him a contemptuous anfwer; and then falling 
upon hirp, cut mod of his men in pieces, and obliged Bo¬ 
nifacius himfelf to fly to Hippo : which place the Barba¬ 
rians immediately invelled ; but were obliged, for want of 

k Sidon. car. vii, p. 33S. Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 3+. p. 660, 

I Idat. p. 19. 

provifionSj 
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provifions, to raife the fiege, after it had continued lor th(i 
fpacc of fourteen months, Genferic attacking the town al- 
moft daily with incredible fury, and Bonifacius defending 
it with equal vigour and intrepidity 

Next year Aetius was raifed to the confullhip, Placidia 
Bill pretending ignorance of his treacherous conduft to¬ 
wards Bonifacius. This laft, reinforced with powerful fuc- 
cours fent him both by Placidia and Theodofius, offered 
battle to the Vandals ; who, readily accepting it, gave him 
a total defeat, took an incredible number of prifoners, and 
obliged the reft to Ihelter themfelves among the rocks and 
mountains. Among the prifoners was Marcianus, who af¬ 
terwards attained the empire, Afpar, who commanded on 
this occafion the Eaftern troops, with difficulty efcaped out 
of Africa, and returned to Conftantinople, as did Bonifa¬ 
cius to Italy, being invited thither by Placidki. Upon their 
departure, the Barbarians over-ran all Africa, committing 
every where dreadful ravages and horrid cruelties ; which 
ftruck the inhabitants of Hippo with fuch terror, that they 
abandoned their city, which was full pillaged, and then 
burnt, by the viflorious enemy ". St. Auftin, bilhop of 
the place, died the year before, in the fourth month of the 
fiege. Carthage and Cirtha were now the only places in 
all Africa held by the Romans Bonifacius, upon his ar¬ 
rival at Ravenna, was received with extraordinary demon- 
ftrations of kindnefs and efteem by Placidia, and raifed to 
the chief command of the army, in the room of Aetius^ 
who, finding his treachery difeovered, and dreading the 
power of Bonifacius, affemblcd the forces under his com¬ 
mand, in order to deftroy his rival. Bonifacius, at his ap¬ 
proach, marched out at the head of a body of chofen troops 
to meet him. A battle enfuiiig, Bonifacius received a 
wound, of which he died three months after “ (!-)■ Aetius, 
dreading the refentment of Placidia, withdrew to the court 
of Rugula, or Rouas, king of the Hunns ; whence he re¬ 
turned foon after, at the head of a numerous army of Bar¬ 
barians ; but the emprefs promifing not only to pardon him, 
but reftore him to his former poll, he difmifled the Barba- 

m Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. i. cap. 3. p. 183. " Idem ibid. 

Profp. Chron. " Marc. Chron, 

(L) Thus Marcellinus, who fame writer adds, that Bonifa- 
did not, it feems, think it ne- cius on his death-bed exhorted 
cclTary to acquaint us in what his wife Pelagia to marry no 
place the battle was fought, nor man but Aetius, if his wile 

fide gained the day. The Ihould die before her huftand. 
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rhns, ind rKtumid to court) where he Was raifed to the 
rank of a patrician. 

Next year, Theodofius being conful the fourteenth time, 
with Petronius Maxitnus, a dreadful hre broke out at Con- 
ftantihople, Which lafted three days, and confumed all the 
public granaries, with many other Itately edifices, and great 
part cf the city f, Honoria, (ifler to the emperor Valen- 
tinian^ haring filfFered herfelf to be debauched by one of 
her doiDclticB, named Eugenius, was banifhed the court, 
being then fixteen years old, and fent to Conftantinople, 
her mother Plaeidia having difeovered, that, by means of 
her eunuchs, fhe maintained a private correfpondence with 
Atfiia, who had fucceeded Rouas king of the Hunns ; that 
fhe had even fent him a ring, and was daily prefling him 
to enter Italy at the head of a powerful army, and take her 
to wife. Theodofius being conful the fifteenth time, and 
Valentinian the fourth, a peace was at length concluded 
with the Vandals in Africa, to whom the Romans ceded 
great part of Numidia, all the province Proconfularis, and 
Bieacene. This treaty was figned at Hippo, on the eleventh 
of February, by Genferic, and by Trigetius, who had fuc- 
cetded Bonifacius in Africa. The king of the Vandals de¬ 
livered to the Romans his fon Huneric by way of hoftage 
The fame year Aetius gained a fignal viftory over the Bur¬ 
gundians, who, having been allowed to fettle in that part 
of Gaul which borders on the Rhine, had revolted from 
the Romans, and plundered Belgic Gaul. Gondicarius 
their king was compelled to fubmit to fuch conditions as 
the conqueror thought fit to impofe upon him and his peo¬ 
ple '. But Gondicarius did not long enjoy the peace which 
Aetius had granted, being, in the teginning of the follow¬ 
ing year, attacked by the Hunns, and cut off, with twenty 
thoufand of his men *. Socrates writes, that, of the un¬ 
happy Burgundians, three thoufand only were left alive, 
who, having embraced the Chriftian religion, and received 
the facrament of baptifm, went, full of courage and confi¬ 
dence, to attack the enemy, of whom they killed a thou¬ 
fand, and obliged the reft to fave themfelves by a precipi¬ 
tate flight'. The Goths, who had been allowed to fettle 
-in Aquitain, and had 'I'heodoric for their king, not fatif- 
fied with the countries that had been allotted them, made 
themfelves mailers of feveral neighbouring cities belonging 
to the Romans, anti even laid liege to Narbonne ; which. 


f doer. Ub. vii. cip. 33 
p. 3^6. ' Idat. p. ai 


p. 3I5. s Prafp. Chron. Procop. 

Sid- car. vii. p. 388. 5 Valef. Rer. 

lib. Hi. p. 136—J3^. I Socr, lib. vii. cap. 30. p. 37i> 37*- . 
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however, they were forced to raifc, count Litorlus coming 
feafonably to the relief of the place with a numerous body 
of Hunns, who, repulfmg the Goths, entered the city, each 
horfemaii carrying with him two bulhels of torn. ' 

While thefc things pafled in the Weft, Theodofius com- « 
pleted the ruin of idolatry irj the Eaft, by a law enaaed in filr.fdia 
435, ordering all the temples, oratories, and places confc- 
crated to the worlhip of idols, to be pulled down, and for- 'dolairnui 
bidding his fubjeas, on pain of death, to praaife any of 
the Pagan ceremonies, either in public or private. By this 
law the very foundations of the temples were to be entirely 
demoliftted, and the lign of the Chriftian religion, no doubt 
the crofs, to be ereaed in the place where they had flood 
TheodoCus palled part of the year 436 at Cyzicum. Next 
year, 437, when Aetius was conful the fecond time, with 
Sigifvultus, or Sigifvult, the Saxon pirates began to infeft 
the coafts of the Armorici. Eudoxia, the daughter of 
Theodofius by the emprefs Eudocia, had been betrothed to 
Valentinian in 424 ; and this year the nuptials were cele¬ 
brated with great folemnity at Conftantinople, on the ^ ^ 
twenty-ninth of Oaober, Valentinian being then eighteen u.q: 
years and five months old. The ceremony was to have 
been performed at Theffalonica ; but Valentinian, out of Eudoxia, 
complaifance to the royal bride, proceeded to Conflantino- i^f‘/augA- 
ple ; which city he entered on the twenty-firft of Offober*’. 
Theodofius, in giving, or, as others maintain, in betroth- marriedti 
ing his daughter to Valentinian, obliged the young prince yaltntt- 
to give up Weft Illyricum, comprehending the Upper and niaalll. 
Lower Paniionia, Dalmatia, and the two Noricums The 
two Pannonias coinprifed that part of Auflria and Hungary 
that lies on the Roman fide of the Danube; and the two 
Noricums the archbifliopric of Saltzburg, with Styria and 
Carinthia. Eaft Illyricum had belonged to the emperors of ■whoyieldt 
Conftantinople fince the time of Gratian, who yielded it to to TAeodt- 
Theodofius the Great. Valentinian left Conftantinople in 
the latter end of this year; and, having fpent the winter 
at Theffaloniea, returned early in the fpring to Ravenna. 

He had by Eudoxia two daughters, Eudocia and Placidia. 

In the following year Theodofius, being conful the 
fixteenth time, with Acilius Glabrio Fauftus, publiftied 
his famous code, or a colleffion of all the beft and moft 
ufefui laws that had been enadled by the lawful princes 

u Cod. Theod. tit. leg. p. 296. Theodor, lib. v. cap. 36. p, 

799. w Socr-lib. vii. cap. 44. p. Chfcn. Alex. p. 570, 

* Clii'on. Alex. Jorn dc Keg. Sue. p. 91, 9 j. 
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Tmthufe liis predcceflbrs (M). In the following confullhip of ThedJi 
hefiegtdby doflus, the fcvetiteenth time conful, and of Feltus, Lito- 
LiUriu:. Roman general bcfieged Touloufe ; but his troops 

were defeated by Theodoric and himfelf taken prifoner. 
However, Theodoric concluded a peace with the Romans 
iipon very reafonable terms, as we (hall relate hereafter, 
Ihe fame year Merida, then the metropolis of Lufi- 
tania, was taken by Richila, who the year before had fuc- 
ceeded his father Hermeric, king of the Suevians, in Ga- 
Carthage licia *. But the lofs of Carthage in Africa, furprifed on the 
takin by twenty-third of Oftober of the prefent year by Genferic 
the Vandals, proved a more fatal blow to the Wef- 
tern empire. By the taking of that important place, which 
had belonged to the Romans five hundred and eighty-five 
years, the Vandals remained mafters of the Proconfularis, 
of Byzacene, Cetulia, and part of Numidia. However, 
Valentinian maintained, as long as he lived, the two Mau- 
ritanias, Ctefarienfis and Sitifenfis, with Tripolitana, Tin- 
gitana, and that part of Numidia in which Cirtha ftood. 

In the Eaft nothing worthy of notice happened this year, 
except the journey which the emprefs Eudocia undertook to 
Jerufalem, in compliance with a vow (he had made to vifit 
the holy places there ^ She palTed through Antioch, where, 
in the prefence of the fenate and people, (he pronounced a 
fpeech in commendation of that city from a throne of gold 
enriched with precious (tones *. At her departure, (he pre- 
fented the magiftrates with a very confidcrable fum, for the 

y ldat-p. IS. > Socr. lib. vii. cap. 47. p. 390. »Erag. 
lib. i. cap. 20. p. 277. 

(M) Eight able civilians were goths, who made themfelvea 
cn ployed in this work, at the matters of Italy about the end 
head of whom was Antiochus, of the fifth century, and like- 
who had been conful 111431. "'*fc by Alaric king of (he Vi- 

Stich laws as were not contained ligoths or Wellrogoths in Lan¬ 
in this code, were declared to be gtiedoc and Spain. The laws 
of no force. It was immediately that were afterwards added to 
received in the Welt; where the code by Theodolius, and 
it met with greater luceefs fome other princes, were call- 
than in the Ealt, where it ob- ed Novcllw. Theodofius, in 
taiiicJ only for the Ipaceof about publilhing the code, enafted, 
ninety ye.\i s, that is, to the reign that the laws made by one 
of JuAinian, who abrogated prince (hould be of no force in 
(hi.s, and puhllflied a new code : the dominions of the other, un- 
but in the Well it was received Icfs confirmed and ligned by 
by Thttodoric, and the Oflro- him (1). 

(1) ProPp. Chi on. Doviat. Hift. Jur. Civ. cap. 1. Cod. Theod. 
Nov. I. p. I, 

lelief 
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TcVief of the indigent citizens. The inhabitants of thatme- 
iropolis acknowleged the kindnefs (he had Ihewed them by 
ereQing two ftatues to her honour, placing the one, which 
was of brafs, in the Mufeum ; and ihe other, w'hich W'as 
plated with gold, in the fenate At Jerufalem Ihe pre- 
fented Juvenal, bifliop of the place, with great fums, to be 
didributed among the poor, and with a crofs of gold, adorned 
with precious ftones, to be fet up on Mount Calvary ; for 
which the bifliop is faid to have prefented her in his turn 
with the right-hand of St. Stephen the protomartyr 

In the following yearGenfcric made a dcfcent upon Sicily, 
and meeting with little reliftaiice, ravaged the open coun¬ 
try, committing horrid cruelties, and even laid fiegc to Pa¬ 
lermo ; but not being able to reduce the place, he returned 
to Africa with an immenfe booty Count Cenforius, who 
had been authorifed by Valentiniaii to negotiate a peace be¬ 
tween the Suevians in Galicia and the natives of that coun¬ 
try, was befieged by Rcchila in Mcrfola on the Guadiana, 
where he refided, and, upon the reduftion of the place, 
taken prifoner About the fame time Aetius, removing 
the Burgundians from the banks of the Rhine, allotted 
them fettkments in the prefent duchy of Savoy, and re- 
warded a body of Alans^ who had ferved the Romans with 
great fidelity under the conduft of their king CEocaric or 
CTocric, with lands on the Loire h Thefe Alans are fup- 
pofed to have fettled afterwards with the Britons in Armo¬ 
rica. In the Eaft, Paulinus, the emprefs Eudocia’s chief 
favourite, who by her iiitereft had been raifed to the high 
poll of magiftcr officiorum, was this year executed by the 
emperor’s order at Cxfatea in Cappadocia « ; which is all 
we find in the ancient writers concerning this remarkable 
event (N). In 

b Evagr. lib. i. cap- xc. p- xy?- d'^n, Alex. p. 7J'' 

kei. Franc, p. 173- J°rn. Rcr. Gutli. cap. 37- ?■ “S' 
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(N) The more modern 
Greeks aferibe his death to the 
jealoufy of Theodofius; and tell 
us, that the emperor being 
prefented with an apple of an 
uncommon fize, and extraordi¬ 
nary beauty, he immediately 
fent it, as a rarity, t Eudocia, 
and (he to Paulinus, in vvhofe 
converfation (he greatly delight¬ 


ed, as he was a man of learn¬ 
ing, and the emprefs herfelf well 
verfed in all the branches of lite¬ 
rature. Paulinus, not knowing 
by whom it had been fent to the 
emprefs, thought it a proper 
prefent for the emperor, and 
accordingly carried it to him. 
This raifed feme jealoufy m 
Theodofius, who thereu^n 
difmmeu 
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Jp the fol lowing year, Cyrus alone was cpprul; hp excelled 
in polite leaping, efpccially in ppetry; and,^ having by (hat 
means gained the favour and prote£|ion of Eudocia, he had 
been raifed by her intcreft to the firft employments in the 
ftatc. As he entered the circus this year with the cpnfular 
ornaments, the people, by whom he was greatly beloved, 


difmifTed Paulinus ; and, fend¬ 
ing for Eudocia, alked her what 
was become ot the apple. The 
emprefs, not willing to own ffie 
had given it to Paulinus, an- 
fwered, flie had eat it. Upon 
this the emperor, producing 
it, commanded Paulinus to be 
immediately executed, and from 
that time fliewed himfclf fo in¬ 
different towards the emprefs, 
that (lie foliclted foon alter to 
return to Jerufalem, and to 
continue in that city, which 
was readily granted her. Such 
is the account ot Conflantine 
Manaifes, Zonaras, Nicepho¬ 
ros, Glycas, and Codinus (2). 
That Eudocia retired about this 
jime to Jerufalem, is very cer¬ 
tain ; and likewife, that there 
was a mifunderllandiiig between 
her and the emperor, who cauf- 
ed Severus, a prieft, and a dea¬ 
con named John, whom Eudo¬ 
cia had carried with her from 
Conflantinople to Jerufalem, to 
he murdered, for no other rea- 
fon, but becaufe the emprefs 
lived in great intimacy with 
them, and made them frequent¬ 
ly rich prefents. This giving 
either jealoufy to the prince. Or 
occafion to fcandalous reflec¬ 
tions, TlvEfldnfins difpatche^ 
Satiuninus, his cqines domefli- 
coruui, to Jerufalem, with pri¬ 
vate ordets to difpatch the two 


favourite eccleliaflics. Eudo¬ 
cia was fo affefted with their 
death, that, Ihe caufed, in her 
turn, SaturninuE to be murder¬ 
ed ; ail aflaflination which pro¬ 
voked the emperor to fuch a 
degree, that he ordered all the 
great officers of her court to 
uit her fervice, and return to 
onftaniinopie.- which was re¬ 
ducing her to the condition of a 
• private perfon. Thus (he lived 
at Jerufalem to her death, which 
happened in 460. She is faid 
to have folemnly declared on 
her death bed, that (lie was al¬ 
together innocent of the crime 
of which Theodofius had fuf- 
pefled her and Paulinus (3). 
Asflie was pofleffed of immenfc 
wealth, which the emperor left 
untouched, flie built at Jerufa- 
leni a great number of churches, 
monalieries, and hofpitals, a- 
dorned the city with many ftate- 
ly edifices, and, at a vaft ex¬ 
pence, repaired the walls which 
in moft: places were entirely 
ruined, She was buried in a 
magniiieent tomb in the church 
of St. Stephen, which flie had 
endowed m the neighbourhood 
of Jerufalem (4I. Her piety is 
greatly extolled by mofl writers, 

,Specially by Caffiodorus, who 
fly les her of all women the mofl 
pious, themoflreli^ous (5). 


(x) ManalT. p. 53, Zunar. tom. iii. p. 37, Niceph. lib. xiv. cap. 
* 3 - P- ^85- Glyc. p. 161. Codin. Orig Conilantinop. p. 56. 
(3) Evagr. lib I. cap. 21. p. 177, xyi. Cedren. p. 343. Theophan. 
■P- C4) Evagr. lib. i. cap 12. p. 280. Ced. p. 337. Chron, 

Alex. p. 7,31. Nicoph. lib. jtiv. cap. jo. p. 538,359. (5) CaiCod. 

FL zip. 174. 


received 



Eaftem and JVefla'n Empire, 

received him with fuch acclamations, that the emperor, 
who was prefent, caufed him through jcaloufy, a few days 
after, to be llripped of all his employments, and his eftate 
to be confifeated, pretending, that he was inclined to Pa- 
gaiiifm, and that he afpired to the empire. Cyrus fled for 
refuge to a church, and caufed himfelf to be ordained prieft. 
'The emperor, refpefting his new charader, granted him 
his life, and foon after fulfered him to be raifed to the fee 
of Cotyea in Phrygia As Gcnfcric king of the Vandals 
was now become very formidable, Theodofius refolved to 
alfifl; Valcntinian, his coulin-in-law, againft fo powerful 
an enemy. Accordingly be fitted out a fleer, confifting of 
eleven hundred large fhips ; and, putting on board of it the 
flower of his army, under the conduiff of Arcovindas, Aii- 
filus, and Gcrmaiius, ordered them to land in Africa, and, 
joining the Weftern forces, to drive Genferic out of the 
countries he hadufurped. They fleered their courfe to Si¬ 
cily, in oriier to pafs more eafily from thence into Africa : 
but ill the mean time, tJcnferic having fent a folemn em- 
balTy to Theoriofius, and pretending to be defirous of con¬ 
cluding a peace with the two empires, the Roman generals 
waited on the coaft of Sicily the refult of the negotiations, 
which Genferic craftily fpuii out till the feafon proper for 
atlion was elapled '. 

While his ambafladors were ftill at Coiiftantinople, the 
Perfians, in violation of the treaty made between the two 
empires in 422, entered the Rnniaii territories in an hollile 
manner; an invafion which obliged! heodofius to recall his 
forces, and Valcntinian to conclude a peace with Genferic, 
which he could not obtain but by furrendering all the coun¬ 
tries in Africa which he had feized. Anatolius and Afpar 
were difparched againft the Perfians, vi'ho, finding the Ro¬ 
mans, whom they expefled to furprife, upon their guard, 
agreed to an accommodation; fo that a peace was conclud¬ 
ed, one of the chief conditions of which was, that neither 
the Perfians nor the Romans fhould for the future raife any 
new fortifications on the frontiers Arfaces, king of Ar¬ 
menia, dying at this period, divided his kingdom between 
his two foils Tigranes and Arfaccs ; but by his laft will be¬ 
queathed the far greater part to Pigrancs. Arfaccs, difla- 
tisfied with this partition, had rccourfe to Pheodofius, who 
threatening to make war upon Pigranes, terrified the young 
prince to fuch a degree, that, flying to the proteftion of 
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the'Pcrfian king, he gave him his ftiare, preferring the eafe 
and quiet of a retired life to all the charms of a crown. 
Arfaces, dti the other hand, dreading the power of thePer- 
fians, put Theodofius in poflelTion of his part, upon certain 
conditions, one of which was, that his family Ihould enjoy 
’The end vf for ever an entire liberty, and an exemption from all tri- 
the ancient bute and taxes- Thus ended the kingdom of Armenia, after 
k^gdom p/ continued for many ages, and given occafion to much 

rmenia. jjloodfhed, and cndlefs wars, waged by the Romans firft 
with the Parthians, and afterwards with the Perfians. The 
(hare of Tigranes belongitig to the Perfians was called Per- 
farmenia and Armenia Perfica The part of Arfaces held 
by the Romans was henceforth governed by a particular of¬ 
ficer, with the title of comes Armenia:, or count of Armenia. 

’Hunns The Hunns, taking advantage of the wars in which the 
invade Romans were engaged with the V'andals and Perfians, palT- 
TArace. Danube, and invaded Thrace with a formidable ar¬ 


my. They had entered that province in 425, under the 
condudl: of Rougas their king, as we have related above ; 
but he being killed with lightning, and at the fame time a 
plague raging with great violence in his army, the Barba¬ 
rians repafl'ed the Danube, not daring, fays Socrates to 
engage in a war with the Romans, whofe caufe Heaven 
had evidently efpoufed. Rougas was fucceeded by Roas or 
Rouas in 434, who concluded a peace with the Romans, 
on condition, that they flinuld pay him a yearly penfion of 
three hundred and fifty pounds weight of gold. A few 
years after, the Hunns refolving to drive out the Boifehi, 
and other barbarous nations dwelling on the banks of the 
Danube, under the proteftion of the Romans, Rouas dtf- 
patched Eilas to the court of Conftantinople, threatening to 
make war upon Theodofius, if he afforded them the leaft 
affiflance. The two generals Plintha and Dionyfius were 
appointed by the emperor to treat with the king of the 
Hunns, and divert him, if poffible, from the refolution he 


Rouas king 
o f the 
Hunns dies, 
and is fuc- 
eetded by 

Ml I Hid- 


had taken : but in the mean time Rouas dying, and his ne¬ 
phew, the famous Attila, fucceeding him, the ambalfadors 
were ordered to treat with him, and his brother Bleda, his 
partner in the fovereignty; but inllead of Dionyfius, who 
could not agree with Plintha, was fent the quseftor Epi- 
genes, a man of great experience in negotiations. 

The aHibalTadors had an interview with the two princes in 


the neighbourhood of Margum, a city on the Danube in 
Upper Moefia, at a place where the Margus or Margis falls 
into that river. The Romans were obliged to confer with 
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them on horfeback, the Hunns refufing to difmount. The 77c Bo- 
peace was Confirmed, but upon fuch conditions as plainly mans can- 
betrayed tbewcaknefs and deplorable condition of the cm- 
pirc. Thefe were, i. That the Romans fhould deliver to 
Attila and BJeda fuch Hunns as had taken, or fliould for the u/<on mofl 
future take, refuge in the Roman dominions. 2. I'hjtihe Jhamthl 
Roman prifoners, who fhould make their efeape from the {^ndiiiensi 
Hunns without paying their ranfom, fliould in like manner 
be delivered up, or eight pieces of gold be paid for each. 

3. That, inftead of three hundred and fifty pounds weight of 
gold, the Romans fhould for the future pay annually feveii 
hundred. 4. That the Romans fliould not alTifl any nation 
whatfover, when attacked by, or at war with, the Hunns. 

In compliance with this fhameful treaty, the Romans imme¬ 
diately gave up to Attila fome princes of the royal blood of 
the Hunns, who were byhisdirders crucified like the mean- 
eft of flaves, in the fight of the Romans, becaufe they had 
abandoned their own country to ferve in their armies. Au 
tila, being in virtue of this treaty, at full liberty to make 
conquefls, reduced all the northern countries, his authority 
being acknowleged even by the barbarous nations lying 
north of the Euxine Sea ". Having extended his dominions, 
he refolved to take advantage of the wars in which Theoilo- 
lius was engaged with the Perfians and Vandals. Accord- Attila, 
ingly, without any regard to the above mentioned treaty, -wahjjand- 
he paired the Danube at the head of a very numerous and 
formidable army; and, entering 1 brace, made himfelf 
inafter of feveral cities and fortrelles, and, among the reft, fajfes tht 
of Viminacium, a place of great importance on the Danube, Danube j 
and of Margum, which was betrayed by the bifhop of the 
place. Elated with this fuccefs, he difpatchcd a nicfleiiger 
to Theodofius, raquiring, or rather commanding, him to 
deliver up immediately all the Hunns who had takeii re¬ 
fuge in the Roman dominions, to pay part of the tribute 
that had been owing for fome time, and to fettle what fliould 

be paid for the future. u j 

Theodofius could not prevail upon hirafelf to abanrlon 
thofcw'ho, after the declaration of war, had forfaken At- 
tila, and joined him. Attila therefore began to ravage 
the country, putting all to the fword, without diflinaron ^ p 
of fex, age, or condition. He took by ftorm Retiarium oil y C. .,3»- 
the Danube in Upper Mcefia, Smgidunum, Naiffus, and ——— 
Sirmium, formerly the capital of lllyricum, with feveral andma e. 
other cities; infomuch that Theodofius. not dunking li.m- 
felf fafe at Conftantinoplc, retired into Afia . As to llic 

" Prifc.Hift. Goth, de Legat. p 4^5—* Chron. AUx. p. ^‘iiei. 
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ilTue of this war we are left quite in the dark. All we know 
is, that this year a peace was concluded between Attila and 
Theodofius, who returned to Conllantinople on the twenty- 
feventh of Auguft p. 

In the following year Theodofius, leaving Conftanti- 
nople, vifitcd the province of Pontus, where he caufed the 
public edifices, and walls of Heraclea, to be repaired. As 
he was one day, during his progrefs, marching on foot, 
greatly tormented with heat, dull, and third, an officer of 
his guards prefented him with a beautiful cup full of frefh 
and excellent liquor -, but the emperor, returning the officer 
thanks in a moll obliging manner, declared, that he would 
not by any means relreth hiinfelf, when it was not in his 
poivcr to refrefh all his followers 

In 444, when Theodofius was conful the eighteenth time, 
with Alhinus'^, the eunuch Antiochus, the emperor’s great 
chamberlain, being convi£led of extortion, and abufing his 
authority to the oppreffion of the people, was, byThcodo- 
fius, degraded from the rank of a patrician, and confined 
to the nionaflery of St. Euphemia at Chalcedon, dripped 
of the great wealth he had amaffed, and deprived of all the 
honours which he had enjoyed'. Theophaaes writes, that 
Theodofius made him pope, meaning, perhaps, -that he 
obliged him to take holy orders. Upon his difgrace the 
emperor enadled a law excluding all eunuchs from the dig¬ 
nity of patrician *. 

Next year, when Valentinian was conful the fixth time 
with Noinus, nothing remarkable happened in the End; 
but in the Wed, Vitus being fent with a confiderablc army 
into Spain, to fupport the natives againd theSuevians, molt 
of his troops were cut off by Rechila, and he obliged to 
fave himfcif by flight, and abandon the inhabitants to the 
meicy of thofe Barbarians. In the courfe of the following 
year, Aetius being conful the third time with Q^Aurelius 
Symmachus, the Britons, unable to withdand the Scots 
and Picls, had recourfe to Aetius, who governed the 
Wedern empire almod with abfolute dominion. To move 
him tocompaflion they wrote him a letter with the follow¬ 
ing diredlion, “ The groans of Britain to the conful Aetius;” 
but could not, with all their groans and tears, prevail upon 
him to adbrd them the lead adidance ". In theEad a dread¬ 
ful plague raged this and the following year, when Ardabu- 
rius and Alypins were confuls ; and violent earthquakes were 

p Marc. Profp. Chron, Cod. Theod. tit. x. leg. 9. p. S9S. 
q Pale. p. 395. r JMai'c. Chron. * Zonar. tom. iii. p. 34. 
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felt in mofl: provinces, which damaged fcvcral cities, and’ 
deftroyed great part of the new walls of Conllantinoplc, 
with fifty-feven towers and many ftately edifices, not only 
in that city, but likewife at Antioch and Alexandria "f. At Jiiila 
thisjunaure Attila, upon what provocation we know not 
(for both emperors readily complied with all his ilemaiids 
however unjufl: and arrogant), made an irruption into 
Thrace with a formidable army, confilling of Hunns, mJlu 
Goths, GepidtE, Alans, and many other barbarous nations, army.^ 
commanded by their refpedtive kings. Attila, whom they 
all obeyed, at the head of this ninnerous holl, over-tan,with¬ 
out oppbfition, Illyricum, Thrace, both Dacias, MtcHa, and 
Scythia. He took and plundered above feventy cities, and, 
among the reft, Philippopolis in T hrace, properly fo called, 
Arcadiopolisin the province of Europe, and Marciaiiopolis, 
the capital of Lower Moefia. They extended their r.avages Hee'vtr- 
ori one fide to the Euxinc fea, and on the other to the 
Streights of Thermopylx, which part Thell'aly from Achaia Pp’- 
or Greece. 'In the mean time Arnegifelus, governor of “ ’ 

Mcefia and Thrace, colleftcd all the troops quartered in 
thofe two provinces, marched againft Attila, and engaging 
him in Lower Moefia, on the banks of the river Utis, which 
falls into the Danube near a city of the fame n.ame, killed 
great numbers of his men; but falling from his horfe, he 
was himfelf llain, after having fold his life dear, and his 
army was put to the route *. Another battle was fought andde- 
in the Cherfonefus near Gallijioli, probably by the generals f'o'i iPe 
Afpar and Arcobindus, who were both lent againll Attila. 

Put no better fuccefs attended the Romans in this than in 
the other engagement; lo that Thenriofius was obliged to 
depute Anatolius, with one Vigilius, wbo underftood the 
language of the Hunns, to Attila, to fue for peace, which 
he was ftridlly enjoined to conclude upon any terms. 

A peace was accordingly agreed to, and ratified by the Yr. of FI. 
emperor, on the following terms, highly opprobrious to aijS. 
the Roman name. i. That the Romairs Ihould pay inimc- 

diately to Attila fix thouland pounds weight of gold, and _^ 

every year two hundred. 2. That they Ibould (end back tj-ht Ro. 
to him all his deferters, and receive none for the future. mans cort^ 
3. That they Ihould deliver up the Roman captives who iludt a 
had efcaped without paying their ranfom, or pay for each 
of them twelve pounds weight of golil. 4. That the jiumejui 

mans Ihould fend no ambaftadors to Attila, till they had 
furrendered all his deferters and fugitives*'. Purfuant to 
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this ignominious treaty fix thoufiind pounds weiglit of gold 
were fcnt immediately to Attila, with all the Hunns who 
had taken refuge in the Roman dominions, among whom 
were fevcral princes, ts^ho chofe rather to be killed by the 
Romans than fall into the hands of Attila*. This year a 
mifundcrllauding arofe between Attila and Valentinian, on 
account of fomp facred veflels which Attilafalfly pretended 
to have bceti ftolen from him by Silvanus, a Danker in 
Rome. Silvanus, who was the lawful owner of thefc vef- 
fels, had fold them to the church. But as they were pieces 
pf exquifile workmanfliip, Attila, coveting them, or ra¬ 
ther feeking a pretence to quarrel with Valentinian, claim¬ 
ed them as ftolen from him by Silvanus, and with great 
arrogance prelTed the emperor cither to reftore the veft'els, 
pr deliver up Silvanus. In confequence of this demand, 
count Romulus was fcnt with Promotus, governor of No- 
ricum, and Romulus, an officer pf diftiniflion, to the 
court of Attila,‘ to convince him, if poffiblc, that the vefr 
fels in difpute had never belonged to him, or, if he con¬ 
tinued to claim them, to pay him their value in gold. 
Attila received the ambafladors in a very condefeending 
manner, entertaining them at his own table with the ambaf- 
fadors of Theodofius, who arrived at his court much about 
the lame time. But the only anfwer that he returned to 
their reafoning and arguments was, that the velTels be¬ 
longed to him ; and that he was determined to do himfelf 
jufticB, and declare war, if Valentinian did not either re¬ 
ftore them, or give up Silvanus, who had ftolen them. 
Notwithftanding thefe menaces, he did not make war upon 
Valentinian till three years after, though that prince could 
not by any means be prevailed upon to comply with either 
of his demands. 


Wheodofius Jn the following year, Edecon being fent by Attila with 
attempts to the charafter of ambalTador to Theodofius, the eunuch 
Chryfaphus, the emperor’s great chamberlain, perceiving 
Murdtre } j,g greatly taken with the fplendor of the court, and 
defirous to continue a.mong the Romans, promifed him 
great wealth and preferments, provided he would difpatch 
Attila; an office which he undertaking, Theodofius con- 
fented to the wicked attempt, and charged Vigilius, inter- 
nih (pares Roman ambalTadors at the court of Attila, to 

the eeafpil affift him in the enterprize. But Edecon, cither appre- 
raiors, and hcnfive of the dangers attending fuch a defperate attempt, 
maies Of having difl'embled all the time with the emperor and his 
fhe 7 n^'' return difcpvered the plot to Attila, who 
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caufed Vigilius to be feizcd, and difpatchcd his fecretary 
Oreftes to reproach Theodofius with his treachery, and 
demand Chryfaphus, the chief author and contriver of the 
confpiracy. But Nomus, who was fent ambaffaJor to the 
king of the Hunns on this occafion, with fcveral other per- 
fons of great diftinftion, gained his efteem and aifeffion to 
fuch a degree, that he promifed to live in peace and amity 
■with Theodofius, pardoned Chryfaphus, fet Vigilius at 
liberty, and difmifl'ed the ambafladors loaded with rich 
prefen ts“. 

The next year Theodofius was fo bruifed with a fall Vr. of FI. 
from his horfe in hunting, that, being with difficulty car- 
ried in a fedan to Conftantinople, he died on the twentieth u 

of June, according to Theophanesor the twenty-eighth __ 

of July, as we read in Theodorus % who is follntved by ’TheoJijlut 
moft cbronologers. According to this opinion, he died in dm. 
the fiftieth year of his age, after having reigned foity-two 
years and near three months after the death of his father, 
and forty-eight fince he had received the title of Auguftus. 

He was buried on the thirtieth of July, in the fame tomb, 
with his father Arcadius. He is generally commended as Hh cha- 
a prince of exemplary piety ; but ■.rll own him to have had 
but flender parts, and to have been entirely guided by tbofe 
about him, efpecially by the eunuchs of the court, who, 
abufing his authority, opprciTed the people to fuch a degree, 
that many in his reign chofe rather to abandon their native 
country, and live among the Hunns, and oilier Barbarians, 
than bear the tyrannical government of his minilleis. lie 
w'as a great friend to the church; but yet, milled by ill- 
meaiiiiig men, countenanced the declared enemies of the 
orthodox faith, as the reader will find in the account which 
the ecclefiafiic writers uanfmit of the two couiuils lieldby 
his orders at Ephefus, and of the progrefs which the hcrefy 
of Eutyches made in his reign. Of the vviiters who flou- 
rifhed under Theodofius, we fhall fpeak in the 


^Prife, p. 57— 69 . " Theo 

(M) We are chiefly indebted 
to the ecclefialfic writers Socra¬ 
tes, Sozomen, Slid Philuftor- 
glus, for the hilfory ot the 
reign ofThe3do{ius tlieyoung- 
er. Socrates was born in Loii- 
fiantinople about the year 380, 


h. p 56S. c Theod. p. 3S. 

and fpeiit moft part of his life 
in that city (1). He begins 
wiieie Enfebius ended his hif- 
toiy, but repeats the tranfac- 
tions of the tiril year of Con- 
ftantine’s reign, that is, of tlis 
year 306, and carries his work 
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CHAP. LXV. 

jTAe Hijiory of the Rajiern and Wejiern Empire^ 
from the Death of fheodofus II. to the total 
Failure of the Weftern Empire in Auguftulus. 

I F the laws at this time in force, concerning private cf- 
tates and inheritances, had obtained with refpe£t to 
Icingdoms and empires, the right of Fudoxia to the impe¬ 
rial crown would have been indifputable, that princcfs fae- 

ing 

down to the feventeenth con- the Latin tongue by Epiplia- 
fulfliip of Theodofius II. that nes, that Greece alone, lays 
is, to the year 439 : fo that it Cafliodorus, might not poflcfs 
comprifes the fpace of a hun- fo valuable and neceflary a 
dred and thirty-four years. So- work. Philoftprgius, born a- 
zomen, or Salaininus Hennias bout the year 368, in the pro- 
Sozomenes, as_he is ftyled by vincc of Cappadocia Secunda, 
Photius, was not, as fome have compiled an ecclefiaftic hifiory, 
conjeftured from the firft of or rather, under that name, an 
thefe names, a native of Sala- apology for the Arians, efpe- 
jttiis in the ifland of Cyprus, bur daily the Eunomians, whofe 
of a village in the territory of tenets he himfclf held. He 
Gaza, named Bethelia, as ap- began his work, which was di¬ 
pears from the account he gives vided into twelve books, with 
of the converfion of his grand- the death of Conflantius Chlo- 
father to the ChrilVian reli- rus, the father of Conftantinc 
glon (2). He undertook his the Great, and carried it down 
great hifiory, which was to to the acceilion of Valentinian 
comprife whatever had happen- fll. to the empire, in the year 
ed'Worthy of notice from the 423. This work has been long 
third conl'ulfliip of Crifpus and lince lofl ; but an abflradl of it, 
Conftantine Ctefars, that is, which may be termed a large 
from the year 324 to the fe- hifiory', has been conveyed to 
venteenth confullliip of Theo- us by Photius (4), who com- 
dofius the Younger in 339 (3). mends the ftyle, but thinks the 
WTence it is manifefb, that the author often too diffufe and te- 
wprk which has reached our dious. Phllollorglu?, befides 
times is imperfedl, fiiice it ends his hiftcry, compofed a long 
in the year 415. About the panegyric on. Eunomius, and 
beginning of the (ixth century, anbpology for the Chriflian re- 
Calliodorus caufed the hiflories ligion againfl Porphyrins ; hut 
of Socrates, Sozomen, and neither of thele works has reach- 
Theodoret, to be tranllated into ed our times. About the fame 

(a) Soz. lib. v. c.ap, ij. p, 617 (J) Ibid. lib. i, cap. i. p. 401. 
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ing the onljr child of the deceafed emperor; but not the 
leaft regard was had either to her, or to the emperor Va- 
lentiniaii her hufband ; and indeed neither of them feems 
to have laid claim to the Ealtern empire, though Theodo- 
fius left no ifliie male behirtd him. AsPulcheria had Ihar- 
ed the fovereignty with her brother, and bore the title of 
Augufta, flie remained by his death foie miflrefs of the 
empire ; anti no perfon was more capable of governing- 
However, as no woman had yet reigned alone in either 
empire, ftie determined to marry, notwithflaiiding the re¬ 


time lived Philip of Sida in 
I’amphylia, who wrote a very 
dift'ui’e hiflory from the creation 
to his time, confifling of eight 
hundred and fixty-four books, 
which he entitled the Chriftian 
Ilillory. Ot this voluminous 
work, which has been long lince 
Intt, Photius fpeaks with great 
contempt (5). The fame au¬ 
thor wrote another estenhve 
wmrk, wherein he contuted, or 
attempted to conrute, the wiit- 
' jugs ot the emperor Julian (6); 
but the performance has un¬ 
dergone the fame fate as the 
other. The author was a dea¬ 
con ot the church of Cnnftan- 
linople, and thought himfelf 
greatly injured, becaufe he was 
not preterred to that fee [7). 
Prifeus, who attended Maxi¬ 
mus, when fent ambafl'ador to 
Attila in 449, wrote the hilloiy 
ot the war between that prince 
and Theodofius; the hiftory of 
Marcian’s reign ; an account 
of the journey of Anthemius 
to Rome, of the war carried tin 
in the reign of Leo againft Gcn- 
feric, and of the unhappy end 
of Afpar, and his children, 
murdered by the emperor Leo 
111471 (®)’ His hilfory is laid 


to be ftill extant, and lodged in 
foinc libraries (9). Hitherto 
only lome Iragnients of it, re¬ 
lating to embalfies, have been 
pubhflied, which arc to be found 
among the works of the other 
Byzantine hillurians. Some 
paifages ot his hiftory are quot¬ 
ed by jornandcs (1). Hewrote 
with great exaffnefs and ele¬ 
gance. The hiftory ot I'heo- 
dolius the Younger was likewife 
written by one John, who is 
ntten quoted by Evagrius, and 
by him ftylcd orator, or pro- 
leflbr of eloquence. His hif¬ 
tory ended with the feventh 
year nt Jutlin J. of the Chrif¬ 
tian a-ra 52;, thcrctore wc 
imift diftinguifti him from an¬ 
other hillorian ot the fame 
name, whole hiftory began with 
the death ot Juftinian, and was 
carried down to the reign of 
Mauritius. Another hiftorian, 
named likewife John, a follower 
of Euryches, wrote in five books 
the ecclefiaftic hiftory, from the 
time of Neflorius to the defeat 
of Bafilifcus; that is, from the 
year 428, to 477. To his ec- 
clefiallic hiftory he added five 
books (2), the contents of which 
are at this lime unknown. 


(5) Phot. cap. 40. p. 21. (6) Socrat.hb.Tii. cap. 17. p. j6*. 

(7) Idem. ibid. (8) Evagr. lib. 1, cap. 17. P- 273. & lib. 11. 

cap, i p >83 (jJ Voir. Hift. Urasc. lib. iv. cap. 18. p. 488. 
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ibiBtion flic had taken, or the vow flie had made, to con¬ 
tinue a virgin to her death. Purfuant to this refolution, as 
foon as the death of Theodofiiis was publicly known, flie 
fent for Marcian, a perfon remarkable for his exemplary 
piety, and extraordinary qualifications ; and told him, that 
Ihe defigned to raife him to the fovereignty, by marrying 
him, on condition that he would fuffer her, agreeably to 
the refolution (he had taken, to live and die a virgin. Mar¬ 
cian readily complying with this condition, (he fent for the 
patriarch Anatolius and the fenate, and in their prefence 
declared Marcianos emperor. Her choice being approved 
by them, and applauded by all the olTicers at court, both 
civil and military, the new emperor was crowned at the 
palace of Hebdomon, on the twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth 
of Auguft, 450 His eleftion was immediately commu¬ 
nicated to Valentinian ; and he approving it, his images 
were, according to cultom, fent into the Weft, and receiv¬ 
ed at Rome on the thirtieth of March of the following 
year. The marriage was celebrated with the utmoft pomp 
and magnificence, Pulcheria being then in the fifty-firlt, 
and Marcian in the fiftieth year of his age. 

He was a native of Thrace or lllyricum, defeended from 
3 family of no great diftinflion, but remarkable for their 
attachment to the orthodox faith '. As his father ferved 
in the army, he refolvcd to follow the fame profcihon ; and 
went to Philippopolis in Thrace, in order to lift himfclf in 
that fervice. On his journey he found the body of a man 
lately killed lying on the public road ; and induced by his 
good-nature, could not proceed, till he had decently in¬ 
terred it. This circumftance fome perfons, accidentally 
coming by, obferved, and immediately acquainted the ma- 
giftrates of Philippopolis with what they had fecn ; who 
thereupon caufed Marcian to be feized arid examined, and 
would have condemned him, had not the true author of the 
murder been timely difeovere.d and convidled ^ Marcian, 
thus reftored to liberty, lifted himfelf among the troops 
quartered at Philippopolis, and ferved as a private man in 
4ZI, when, upon tne breaking out of the war between the 
Romans and Perfians, the corps in which he ferved was 
ordered into Syria ; but Marcian, falling fick as they march¬ 
ed through Alia, continued a long time indifpofed at a 
place called Sydema, and thence repaired to Conftantino- 
ple, where he lifted himfelf among the troops that were 

i Theod. p, {51. Evagr. lib. ii. cip. i. p. 275. Thcoph. p. 
Clrron. Ale*, p. 738, e Nicepbor, lib. xv. cap. i. p. 595. 

f Evagr. p. 283^. 
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commanded by Ardaburius, and his fon Afpar, who, dlf- 
covering him to be a man of uncommon parts, raifed him 
to the poll of their fecretary. In that charafter he attended 
Afpar in 43 I, into Africa, where he was taken prifoner by 
Genferic, with many perfons of didindfion, Afpar himfelf 
having narrowly efcaped falling into the enemy’s hands. 

All the captives of diftinddion were, by Genferic’s orders, 
brought into the palace, where while they were w'aiting in 
an open court till the king was at leifure to view them, 

Marcian, lying on the ground, fell afleep ; and an eagle at 
the fame time appearing over him, fays Evagrius, and in¬ 
tercepting with his extended wings the fcorching rays of 
the fun, afforded him a friendly fliade. This phenomenon 
Genferic obferved from his apartment, and concluding from 
thence that he was deftined by Heaven to the empire, he 
granted him his liberty, after having obliged him to fwear, 
that he would never make war upon the Vandals, from 
Africa he returned to Conftantinople, where he was, ac¬ 
cording to Theophanes s, honoured with the fenalorial dig- 
nitv Theodorus ftyles him only tribune, but adds, that 
he diftinguifhed himfelf in war He had by his firll wife, 
who died before his acceffion to the empire, one daughter, 
named Euphemia, whom, when he was raifed to the fovc- 
' reignty, he married to Anthemius, afterwards emperor o 
the Weft. All writers agree, that Marcian was a prince 
of exemplary piety, a zealous patron of the orthodox faith, 
a father to his people, a finccre friend to virtue, an enemy 
to vice and irreligion ; in fliort, a perfon endowed with 
every great and good finality becoming a prince, borne 
writL prefer him even to Conftanline and Iheodof.us the 
Great. He preferred none but perfons of known abilities, 
and unblemilhed chara£ters ; for the 

the writers of thofe times, great encomiums beftowed, not 

only upon him but upon all thofe who were employed by 
peror V.lenliniae, died th.. yeu .n .Je W.ft • 

terred at Ravenna, where her tomb is ftiH to be een .. 

She is cenfured by fome writers 

her fon to yield. Weft Illyr.cum to fj; 

governed the Weftern empire with abfolute pover tor 
twenty-fix years, Valentinian fuffenng ^er to rule, to the 
hour ll he? death, with the fame authority which ftic had 
enjoyed in his minority. 
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mother to 
the emperor 
Palenlmi- 


r Theoph. p. Sr. Theod. lib. i. 

Chron. Idat. Mabil- It. Ital. p. 3?. 
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' In the following year 451, Attila alTembJed one of the 
moft numerous and formidable armies we find mentioned 
in hiftory. It confifted of Hunns, Gepidse, Oflrogoths, 
Piugians, Gelonians, Burgundians, Belonatians, Squiri, 
Neurians, Baftarna.*, Turingians, Bruflerians, Franks dwell¬ 
ing on the Ncckar, Marcomans, Suevians, Quadians, He- 
ruli, Turcilingiaais, and, in fhort, of all the Northern Bar¬ 
barians, to the number of five, or, as others aflert, of fe- 
ven hundred thoufand mfui In raifing fo formidable an 
army, he had nothing Icfs in view than to conquer both 
empires : but Marciati returning no other anfwtr to his 
ambalTadors, fent to demand the annual penfion or tribute 
paid by Theodofius, than that he had gold for his friends, 
and fleel for his enemies, he turned his arms frtft againft 
Valentinian, whom he held in the utmoft contempt, being 
convinced that it would be no difficult undertaking to re¬ 
duce, in fpite of all oppofition, the Eaftern, after he had 
m’ade himfelf mafter of the Weflern empire. Being there¬ 
fore determined to make war upon Valentinian, he fent a 
folemn embafly to that prince, demanding his fifter Hono- 
ria, whom he pretended to be his wife, and with her half 
the Weftern empire. We have obferved before, that Ho- 
noria had maintained, by means of her eunuchs, a private 
corrcfpondence with Attila, and even fent him a ring, 
which the amballador produced to prove their marriage. 
Valentinian anfwercd, that among the Romans, wonicn 
had no right to the imperial crown, nor to any part of the 
empire ; and at the fame time difpatched Carpilio, the fon 
of Aetius, and feveral other perlbns of great dillinffion, 
to the court of Attila, to convince him of the injuflicc of 
his claim. 

Attila, to the great furprize, both of Valentinian and 
the deputies themfelvcs, feemed to be fully fatisfied with 
their reafoning, and arguments they alleged ; but it was 
only the better to deceive the unwary prince, and put in 
execution a new fcheme. Hcmcric, the fon of Genferic, 
king of the Vandals, having married the daughter of Theo- 
doric, king of the Goths in Languedoc, caiifed her nofe to 
be cut off foon after, and fent her back, thus disfigured, 
to her father, upon a bare fufpicion, that fhe defigned to 
poifon him. As he knew that Theodoric would not fail 
to refent fuch an outrage, he refolved to anticipate 
him ; and therefore fent rich prefents to Attila, to en¬ 
gage him to attack Theodoric. Attila, who wanted only 
feme pretence to enter Gaul, readily clofed with the pro- 

k Prife. p, ^c, Jorn. cap- 78, p, 666. Sid. Car. vii. p. 54. 
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pofal, pretending at the fame time, that he mieht meet 
with no oppofition from the P.omans, to be fully fatisfied 
with the reafons alleged by their ambairadors, and to reliii- 
quih all claim to any part of the empire; and he fent 
Valeminian a very obliging letter, alTuring him, that his 
warlike preparations were defigned againft Theodoric 
alone ; that as to the Romans, he fliould ever look upon 
them as his friends, provided they did not efpoufe the caufe 
of his enemy. At the fame time he alTured Theodoric of 
his friendfliip, and exhorted that prince to join him againft 
the Romans, as their common enemy. 

The better to furprife Valentinian, he did not wait the 
return of the ambafladors ; but departing immediately from 
Scythia, though in the midft of winter, and diredling his 
march through Germany, never halted till he reached, 
early in the fpring, the banks of the Rhine. There the 
blanks, who ftill dwelt on the German fide of that river, 
endeavoured to flop him ; but they were eafily defeated, He defiai, 
Childcric, the fon of Merouee, and grandfoii of Clodion, the frank'. 
being taken prifoner, with his mother, and other perfons ‘ 

of diftindfinn ‘. 'Rhe Franks being defeated, and difperfed, "" ' 
Attila caufed an incredible number of boats to be built, 

, rutting down for that purpofe whole forefts; and pafling 
the Rhine without oppofition, entered Gaul. As he infinu- 
ated, that he defigned to live in friendfliip with the Romans, 
and only defired to march through their country, in order 
to make war upon the Viligoths in Languedoc, feveral cities 
opened their gates to him ; but the rapine and violence 
which he fuffered his men to commit in the cities that had 
received him, betraying his real defign, the other cities 
(hut their gates againft him. Then pulling off the malk, TahtaiiJ 
he befieged, took by (term, and pillaged, Tongres, Treves, dejtroysfe- 
iStrafburg, Spires, Worms, Mentz, and all the towns in 
that neighbourhood. Advancing into the country, and di¬ 
viding his numerous army into feveral bodies, he ravaged 
the country with fire and fword ; ami not only reduced and 
pillaged, but laid in afties the cities of Arras, Laon, Befaii- 
9011, Toul, and Langres But notwithftamling the fuc- 
cefs that attended him on bis firfl: entering Gaul, he was 
at length obliged by the Romans and Goths to quit that 
country. 

Being driven out of Gaul, he retired to Pannonia; and, 
having reinforced his army with fupplics from Scythia, he 

• Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iv. p. 158. Du Chefne tom. i. p. 716. Sid. 

Car. vii. p. 54.1. Greg- Tur, HUt. Franc, lib, ii, cap. 57, 

p. i7i. Idat, p, a8, 
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refolved to make an irruption into Itaijr, where he hoped 
to meet with more booty, and lefs oppofition. Finding 
the paffes of the Alps unguarded, as‘no hoftilities were ex¬ 
pelled on that fide, he entered Italy towards the end of the 
year 451, as Idatius and Jornandes feem to infinuate", or 
in the beginning of the following year 452, when Hcrcu- 
Janus and Sporacius were confuls. It is impoffible to ex- 
prefs the terror and conflernation which fo fudden and un- 
cxpefiled an irruption occafioned, even in the moft diHant 
provinces. Aetius thought of faving himfelf by flight, and 
retiring with the emperor into Gaul; but lhame getting 
the better of his fear, he continued in Italy, and began to 
aflemble the forces difperfed in the provinces. In the mean 
time Attila, advancing as far as Aquileia, the metropolis 
of the province called Venetia, invefted that important 
place, battering it night and day with an incredible num¬ 
ber of warlike engines. As it was well fortified, and de¬ 
fended by the flower of the Roman troops, it held out, in 
fpite of his utmoft efforts, for the fpace of three whole 
months, at the end of which it was taken by aflault, pil¬ 
laged for feveral days together, and laid in afhes, not one 
houfc being left (landing, nor one perfon alive that fell in¬ 
to the enemy’s hands, Attila, intending, by this barbarous 
and inhuman treatment, to ftrike terror into the other 
cities, and frighten them into fubmifiion. The cities of 
Trevigio, Verona, Mantua, Cremona, Brefcia, and Ber¬ 
gamo, underwent the fame fate, the Barbarians raging in 
every place with fuch fury as can hardly be expreffed or 
conceived, and putting all to the fword, without diftinflion 
of fex, age, or condition. It is commonly believed, that 
on this occafion the inhabitants of the province of Venetia, 
to avoid falling into the hands of the Hunns, retired to the 
illands on their coall, and laid the foundations of a city, 
which, borrowing its name from the province, was called 
Veneti*, and is now known by the name of Venice “ (A). 

" Jornand. Rer. Goth, cap. 41. p. 67*. Thcopb. p. 9s. * Por. 

de Imp. cap. zS. p. 69, 71. Val. Rer. Franc, lib. iv. p. i 6 j. 

(A) Cafliodorus, (peaking of but hurdles; no other food but 
theVenecians, as he Ifylcs them, filh ; no wealth befides their 
about fifty years after, fays, boats; and no merchandize but 
that they inhabited the illands fait, which they exchanged for 
of the Adriatic; that they had provifiotjs (i). 
no other fence againll the waves 

(1) Cafliod. lib, xii. ep. 14. p. 199, 
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From the province of Venetia he advanced to Milanj 
then the metropolis of Liguria, which he took and pillae 
ed : the city of Pavia, and feveral other places in that 
neighbourhood, he laid in alhes, after having plundered 
them, and put the inhabitants to the fword. Perceiving 
at Milan fome pifturcs, reprefenting the Roman emperors 
fitting on thrones of gold, and the Scythians, that is, the 
Goths or Ilunns, proftrate at their feet, he caufed himfclf 
to be painted fitting on a throne, and the Roman emperors 
carrying on theii Ihoulders facks filled with gold, which 
they emptied at his feet p. From Liguria, Atrila intended 
to go to Rome, which city was not in a condiiion to with- 
fland him; but bis men, remembering the untimely end of 
Alaric, who died loon after he had plundeied that metro¬ 
polis, endeavoured to diveit him, notwithftanding their 
thirft after plunder, from that refolution. Attila defpifed 
that omen; but his troops being greatly diminilhed by 
want of provifions, and the maladies that raged among 
them, and Aetius having at the fame time, with a rein¬ 
forcement fent him by Martian from the Fall, defeated a 
party of Hunns, he defered his march to Pioine, and pur¬ 
sued his ravages in the neighbouring provinces. 

In the mean time Valentinian, having no other rcfource, 
fent envoys to Attila, with propofals for an accommoda¬ 
tion. At the head of this embaliy was Leo billiop of Rome, 
a perfon famed for his eminent piety, eloquence, and learn¬ 
ing. His colleagues were Albienus or Avienus, who had 
been coiiful in 450, and Trigecius, formerly prefedh. They 
found Attila 011 the banks of the Menzoi not far from 
Mantua, and were received with uncommon denionftra- 
tions of kindnefs and efteem. He eoiicluded with Leo, 
who furprifed and foftened him with his eloquence, a kind 
of treaty, which, it feems, was but a truce ; for he threaten¬ 
ed to return to Italy, and purfue his ravages with more 
cruelty than ever, unlefs the princefs Honoria was fent him, 
with the lhare of the imperial treafures due to her. One of 
the articles of this treaty was, that the emperor fliould pay 
an annual penlion to Attila. It was no fooner figned, than 
he ordered his Hunns to forbear hollilities, and, leaving 
Italy, retired beyond the Danube 

In the following year, the Saracens, the Nubians, and 
the Blemmyes, broke into the empiie ; but were defeated 
by the troops of Marcian, and forced to implore peace, 

which the emperor granted upon terms highly advantageous 
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io the empire, a« Priicus a/Tures us, who attended the Io¬ 
nian ambadadors to Damafeus, where the treaty was con- 
eJuded ^ 

Yr. of FI. Attifa dying in the year 453, feveral nations, formerly 
2801. fubdued by that conquerorj revolting from his children, 
U ol^t^ined leave of Marcian tp fettle in Thrace and Illyri- 

' ' ' cum, almoft entirely difpeopled by the frequent incurlions 
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of the Hunns and other i 3 arbarians. Among thefe mention 
is made of theSquiri, Satagairae, and Alans, who, under the 
Conduift of Candax their king or leader, fettled in Lelfer 
Scythia, and Lower Moefia : to the Rugians, Sarmatians, 
and Cemandrians, lands were granted in Illyricum, near a 
place called the Caftlc of Mars : to the Goths, commonly 
called Oftrogoths or Eaftern Goths, to diftinguilh them 
from the Vifigoths or Weftern Goths, who afterwards be¬ 
came mailers of Spain, Marcian granted all Pannonia, from 
Sirmium, now Sirmilli, in Sclavonia, to Vindobona, at 
prefent Vienna, in Aullria, a large tracl, comprillng many 
cities. Thefe Goths were then governed by three brothers, 
Valemir, Theodomir, the father of Theodoric the Great, 
afterwards king of Italy, and Vidimir, who divided that 
extenfive country among them, Valemir fettling in the 
Eallern part of it, Theodomir in the Weftern, and Vidimir 
between the other two. The Goths, as well as the other 
Barbarians, acknowlcged the authority of the Conftantino- 
politan emperors, and were fubjetls of the empire ; but at 
the fame time their princes claimed an uncontrouled autho¬ 
rity over their own people, and frequently waged war with 
each other. Even one of the fons of Attila, named Ernac, 
and feveral other Hunns, fubmitted to the Romans, who 
granted them lands on the molt dlftant borders of Lefler 
Scythia, in Uacia, and amongft the Sarmatians in Illyri¬ 
cum. At this junflurc died the emprefs Pulcheria, 
daughter to Arcadius, filter to Theodofius II. and wife to 
Marcian. .She left by her will, which was confirmed and 
executed with great fidelity by Marcian, the immenfe 
wealth of which llie was poflelTed, and her rich moveables^ 
to the poor ‘. She was a woman of molt extraordinary parts, 
and is, on account of her.exemplary piety, honoured both 
by the Greeks and Latins with the title of Saint. 

The following year is remarkable for the downfal and 
death of that great commander Aetius, owing chiefly to the 
malicious infinuations of Heraclius the eunuch, who, hav- 
ing gained an abfolute afeendant over the emperor, ealily 


' Evagr. lib. ii. cap. 5. p. 195. Prifc. p. 40. Niceph, lib. xv. cap, 9. 
p. 61, > Marc. Chion. 
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perfuaded the weak prince, that Aetius afpired to the em¬ 
pire, and maintained a private corrcfpondence with the . 
Barbarians, in order to raife himfelf by their affiftance to 
the imperial dignity. Aetius, on his fide, gave fome occa- 
fion to the aecufations of the eunuch, by prefling the em¬ 
peror with too much eagernefs to perform the promifc he 
had made, of marrying his eldeft daughter Eudocia to Gau- 
dentius the general’s fon. His importunity gave weight to 
the calumnies of Heraclius, and confirmed the weak and 
jealous emperor in his fufpicions, which, according to 
Gregory of Tours ', and all the writers of thofe times, 
were altogether groundlefs. But, after all, his treachery 
towards count Bonlfacius, and feveral others, plainly prove, 
that he did not on all occafions fcruple faciificiiig his con- 
fcicnce and honour to his preferment and grandeur. Some 
pietend, but without any pofitive proof, and probably with¬ 
out foundation, that he was the fecret abettor of all the dif- 
turbances that happened during his admmiftration Pe- 
tronius Maximus is faid to have greatly contributed to the 
death of Aetius, by urging the eunuchs of the court to 
perfuade the emperor, that he aimed at nothing lefs ban 
i^hc fovereignty. The view of Maximus was probably to 
remove the only perfon who fereened the prince from the 
vengeance he was refolvcd to take upon him for a late 

^^Holeverthat be, the death of Aetius bein^g refolvcd on, 
Valentiriian ordered him to attend him in the palace, pre- 
tending to have fome affair of the utmoll importance to 
communicate. Aetius obeyed the 
Boetius, the priefeaus prteto..o, his 

veral others. But Aetius alone was admitted into trie 
prince’s chamber; which he had no fooner entered than 
Vakntinia^an him through with his fword; and >^th 

the affiftance of the officers about him, particularly ^f He- 

1- j-f him in a moft barbarous and inhuman 

manner \ ^Thus fell the beft general of his age, the terror 
Tf Attila the bulwark of the Weftern provinces, fays Sido- 
• u .u hln nf the sreateft coward in the vffiole em- 
nius, bythe "^"f^lentinian, having one day afked 

pire. We are that V aien rfipp^tching Aetius, 

a Roman whether he had done ^1, ^,^,^her he 

the Roman ^nfwered, t ’Jt had cut off his right 

Ifnd^wXhll kft"’ The preU Boetius, and all thofe 

• Greg. Tur, P”"' ‘'‘'’•.s”' ^ jL’-’Reg^'nev. p! 654. 

X /Pcrt.Va:,d: »■.«, Ub. i. cap. 4. p. 
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■vsfho had attended Aetius to the palace, were likewife diT- 
patcbed, being called one after the other into the emperor’s 
chamber. This bloodjr tragedy was adlcd, according to 
Theophanes, at Rome*. Valentinian immediately dif- 
patched ambafladors to the Suevians, and other foreign na¬ 
tions, to acquaint them with the death of Aetius, anti 
confirm the treaties that general had concluded with them. 
But the news of that great man’s death encouraged fomc of 
them to make irruptions into the empire. In the beginning 
of the following year, the Armorici were under daily ap- 
prehenfions of feeing the Saxon,s on their coafts ; the Ale¬ 
mans paffed the Rhine near Balle, and the Franks laid wade 
the territories of Mentz and Rheims*. 

lathe year 455, when Valentinian was conful the eighth 
time, with Anthemius, foii-in-law to the emperor Marcian, 
the Wedern empire was involved in terrible calamities. 
The emperor Valentinian was murdered on the feventeenth 
of March, and the empire feized by Petronius Maximus, 
grandfon to Magnus Clemens Maximus, who, having 
ufurped the fovercignty in 383, was taken and killed by 
Theodofius the Great. Authors give us the following ac¬ 
count of the unhappy end of Valentinian, and ufurpation of 
Maximus. The latter having married a lady equally fa¬ 
mous for her beauty and chadity, Valentinian fell paflion- 
ately in love with her; but her virtue being proof againd 
all his prefents, menaces, and promifes, he had recourfe to 
the following artifice; he fent one day for Maximus to 
play with him at dice ; and, having won a confiderable 
fum, obliged him to leave his ring as a pledge for the pay¬ 
ment of it. This ring he fent privately to the wife of Ma¬ 
ximus, defuing her in her hulband’s name to repair to the 
palace, and wait upon the emprefs. The lady, knowing 
the ring, went to the palace, in compliance with the fup- 
pofed orders of her hufband ; but was conduced by fome 
perfons, employed for that purpofe, to a remote apartment, 
where Valentinian, without any regard to her tears and en¬ 
treaties, robbed her by force of that which was infinitely 
more dear to her than life. Upon her return home, fhe 
burft into a flood of tears, reproaching,in mod bitter terms, 
her hufband, whom die believed privy to her dilhonour, and 
his own infamy. Maximus, on the other hand, then firft 
apprifed of the emperor’s wicked artifice, acquainted his 
wife with it, determined at all evefits to be revenged on 
Valentinian 


» Theoph. p. 9x. “ Sid. Car. vii. p. 544, 

Vand. lib. ii. cap. 4. p. 186, 187. 
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Purfuant to this refolution, he applied to the friends of 
Aetius, whom the emperor had lately murdered, efpecially 
to Trauftila and Optila, or Occylla, two Barbarians^ who. 
had fcrved under that general, and had been dihlnguifhed 
by him with particular marks of klndnefs and eftcem. 
Thefe officers undertook to revenge the death of their old 
commander, and at the fame time the dilhonour offered to 
Maximus; accordingly falling upon Valentinian, while he 
was diverting himfelf in the Campus Martius at Rome, they 
firft killed his favourite eunuch Heraclius, who intrepidly 
interpofed, and endeavoured to fave his mailer; and then 
difpatched the emperor himfelf, with many wounds, in the 
fight of the whole court ' (D). Valentinian was murdered 
on the fevcnteenth of March 455, after having lived thirty- 
four years, and reigned twenty-nine, and about five months, 
reckoning from the twenty-third of Oftober 425, when he 
was firll declared Augultus. His tomb is fuppofcd to be 
flill extant at Ravenna. 

As he had very flendcr parts, he was entirely governed 
bv the eunuchs of the court, who difpofed, at their pleafure, 
of all the great offices, facrificing the good of the pubfic. 
and the honour of the prince, to their private inteiefl and 
ambition. He had not courage enough to head his armies 
in perfon ; and, befides, was, by his eliminate education, 
become altogether incapable of bearing the toils of a mili- 
tarv life. The only journeys he undertook were from Ra¬ 
venna to Rome, and from Rome to Ravenna, keeping h.m- 
felf in both places locked up in his palace with a herd of 
eunuchs, and indulging, without reft,amt, b-3 brut.d m- 
clinations, though married to one of the moft beautiful 

women of that age"*. ,> if 

The day after his death Maximus, the author of it, af- 

fumed the^purple; and, being faluted by the Roman peo- 
nle with the title of Auguflus, immediately raifed his fon 
^alkdlL t^tlie. dignity^fCaifar. Maximus was Iprung 

c Marc. Idat. Caffiod Chron. Evagr. p 
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from an illuftrious family in Rome, and had difcharged the 
firll offices in the ftatc with great applaufe and reputation. 
He was poflcfled of immcnfc wealth, which he lhared and 
enjoyed with his friends, leading an eafy and indolent life, 
and indulging himfelf in all the diverfions and recreations 
which his plentiful ellate could afford. Hence he no fooner 
began to feel the anxieties infeparable from a crown, efpe-f' 
cially when acquired by unlawful means, than he repented 
the Hep he had taken, panting after his former condition. 
Sidouius relates that, the very firft night he lodged in the 
palace, he was heard crying out, “ Happy Damocles, whofe 
reign began and ended with a dinner !” It is even faid he 
had refolved to abandon Rome, of quitting the enfigns of 
majefty, and refuming, in fome corner of Italy, his funner 
method of life But being diverted from that refolution 
by his friends, he appointed Avitus, then in Gaul, com¬ 
mander in chief of the Roman armies, who immediately 
difpatched Meffianus to acquaint Theodoric, king of the 
Vifigoths, with the accefhon of Maximus to the empire. 
That general went foon after to confer in perfon with the 
Gothic king, and entered Touloufe, attended by Theodoric 
himfelf on his right hand, and one of the prince’s brothers 
on his left. He was upon the point of concluding a treaty 
with Theodoric, when he unexpectedly received the dif- 
agreeable tidings of the death of Maximus, which put him 
upon other meafiires. The wife of Maximus dying foon 
after the outrage offered her, the ufurper, that he might 
have fome title to the crown, obliged Eudoxia, the deceafed 
emperor’s widow, to marry him, contrary to her inclina¬ 
tion, a few days after the murder of her hufband ; and at 
the firmc time married her daughter Eudocia to his fon 
Falladius. 

Eudoxia, who had loved Valentlnian with great tender- 
nefs, highly provoked at feeing hcrfclf married, againfther 
will, to the very perfon who had deprived him both of his 
life and empire, refolved, whatever it coll her, to revenge 
the death of her former hufband, and the-affront offered in 
her perfon to his bed. Blinded, therefore, with pafhon, 
and thirll of revenge, (lie took fuch meafures as proved fa¬ 
tal to hetCelf, to Rome, and all Italy. Expeffing no aflift- 
ance from Marcian, unwilling perhaps to engage in a civil- 
war, ftie difpatched atrufty mclfengcr to Ganfericin Africa, 
conjuring him to revenge the death of his friend and ally 
Valentinian, and to refeue her out of the arms of a tyrant, 
the murderer of her hulband Some authors affirm, 'that 
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ihe wrote to the king of the Vandals with her own hand 
alluring him, that he would meet with no great lefiftance 
in Italy, and promifmg to aflift him to the uiniod of her 
power. This mcffage was very acceptable to Genferic, who 
had long w'ilhed for fuch an opportunity, which he em¬ 
braced with great joy; and putting to fea without lofs of 
time, fteered his courfe to Home. When his numerous 
fleet firft appeared, the chief citizens, and perfons of dif- 
tindtion, flruck w'ith terror and diftnay, inllead of putting 
themfelves in a pofture of defence, thought only of con- 
fulting their fafety by flight e. Among thefe was Maximus 
himfelf; but, as he was flying with his court, the popu¬ 
lace, exafperated againlt him for thus lhainefully abandon¬ 
ing thofc whom it was his duty to proteCt, rifing on a fud- 
den, purfued him with Ihowers of Hones ; which infult Maximus 
lome of Valentinian’s officers obferving, they threw them- murJertJ. 
lelves upon him ; and a Roman fuldier, named Uifus, gave 
him the fatal blow''. His body was ignominioully dragged 
through the chief ftreets of the city ; and, after it had lain 
fome time expofed to theinfults of tlie inceiifed multitude, 
thrown into the l iber. Such was the end of the ufiirper 
Maximus, after he had lived about fixty years, and borne 
the title of emperor three months. His fon Paihdius is 
fuppofed to have undergone the fjinc fate. 

1 hree days after the death of Maximus, Genferic entered Komitaitn 
Rome without oppofition, and abaiuloned it to the mercy 
ot his Vand.ils, llriiTtly cnjoiniiig them, however, not to Cf„pfr,c 
let fire to the city, nor fhed tlie blood of the inhabitants, 
purfuant to the promife he liad made to Leo the Great, 
tlien bilhop of Rome, who had gone out to meet him '. 

They continued in the city fourteen days, pillaging not only 
the private houfes, but ftrippiiig the public buildings of all 
their rich ornaments, and even the cliurclics of their facred 
veflcis. They took an incredible number of captives, every 
one leizing fuch women as they liked heft, and, anionglt 
the men, thofe wlio rliey thought would be of moft fcrvice 
to them. Genferic hiinfilf forced the imperial palace; 
and having feizeu o:i the treafure, and all the rich move- 
ablc.s, he caufed them to be put on board a veflel, with the 
emprefs Eudoxia, her two daughters Placidia and Eudocia, EuJcxia 
and GauJentius the fon of Actius, and carried them all anilhtr 
into captivity. Amongft the fpoils, mention is made of ^ 
great many Itatucs, with which a veflel was loaded ; of 
the' coveting of the Capitol, which was of brafs plated over 
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with gold; of facred veHels of gold, enriched with pre? 
cious ftones; and of thofe which had been formerly taken 
by TitUs out of the temple of Jcrufalem, and brought to 
Rome. 

Genferic, having thus (tripped the city of all its wealth, 
and valuable ornaments, returned with his fleet to Africa; 
but loft in his palTage the fhip that carried the ftatues 
Marcian, fenfibly affefted with the misfortune of Eudoxia, 
and the two princeffes her daughters, earneftly entreated 
Genferic to fet them at liberty ; but he, defpifing both hi^ 
entreaties and menaces, kept them till the year 462, when 
he fent back Eudoxia, with her fecond daughter Placidia, 
to Leo, the fuccelTor of Marcian. Eudocia he married to 
Hunneric his eldeft fon, who had by her Hilderic, after¬ 
wards king of the Vandals in Africa*. In the Eaft, Mar¬ 
cian enafted this year a famous law, wherein he allowed 
every one to bequeath to the ecclefiaftics and monks what 
they pleafed, and revoked the laws of the other emperors 
his predeceflbrs, forbidding widows and dcaconefles to leave 
any thing in their wills to the church (C). ^ v 


a Tlieoph p. Evagr. p 9?- Procop. p. 1S9. I Theod. 
lib. i. p. 552. Frilc. p. 41. "> Cod. Tlieod.Nuv. lib. iil. tit. 5. 


(C) The chronicle of Idatius 
has been of great ul'e to us in 
writing the hiftory ot Valeiiti- 
nian’s reign. He was a native 
of Lamego in the province of 
Beira, belonging then to Gali- 
cia, but at prefent to the king¬ 
dom of Portugal. He was or¬ 
dained bifliop of Aquae Flavite, 
in G.alicia, in the third year of 
the reign of Valentinian III. 
that is, about the year 427. 
Notwithftanding the wars and 
didurbances that reigned in his 
time all over the empire, efpe- 
cially in Spain, he wrote a 
chronicle, which is, properly 
fpeaking, a continuation ot that 
of St. jferorn. He carries it 
?lown to the third year of An¬ 
themius’s reign, in 469, the 
forty-firft of his epifeopacy, 
The work intitled Notitia Im¬ 
perii is fuppofed to have been 
^ritten in the reign of Valen¬ 


tinian III. and Theodofips II. 
but b}' lome in the very begin¬ 
ning, by others in the latter 
end, ot the reign of Theodofius. 
This Notitia contains a fuc- 
cinft account of the Hate of the 
empire in thofe times, that is, 
of the provinces, and their go¬ 
vernors ; ot the other magif- 
trates, both civil and military, 
their titles, and oflicers, ot 
their land and fea-forccs; ot 
their fool and hoife; of their 
troops, both Roman and fo¬ 
reign, and the places where 
they were quartered. To the 
Notitia is added a defeription of 
Rome by an anonymous au¬ 
thor, who i^ fiippoied to have 
written under Valentinian III. 
To this defeription of Rome, 
father L’Ahbe adds one of Con- 
flantinople, done likewife by an 
anonymous writer, cither in the 
reign of Arcadius, orofTheo- 
doliui 
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Avicus, or Flavius Ma;cilius Avitus, as he is ftyleil on aa 
ancient medal had been appointed by Maximus com¬ 
mander in chief of all the Roman forces, and was at the 
court of Theodoric, king of the Vifigotlis, when he receiv¬ 
ed intelligence of the death of the ufurper. lie immedi¬ 
ately acquainted Theodoric with what had happened, who 
thereupon prefled him to afl'ume the purple, and even 
caufed him to be proclaimed emperor by the (ioths in 
Touloufe, on the tenth of July of the prefent year, pro- 
mifing to fupport him in his new dignity with the whole 
ftrength of his kingdom However, he did not afl'ume 
the title of emperor till the eighth of Augiift, when he was 
proclaimed by the Pioman army at Arles, and by all the 
chief men in Gaul. Theodoric went immediately, attend¬ 
ed by his brothers, to Arles, to congratulate the new prince 
on his acceflion to the empire, and was received by him as 
a perfon to wdiom he w'as chiefly indebted for the dignity 
he enjoyed v. From Arles the emi>cfor fet out for Rome, 
w'here he was received by the populace with great demon- 
ftrations of joy. Marcian, who had nothing fo much at 
heart as the public welfare and tranquility, gladly approv¬ 
ed of his ptomolion, and acknowleged him for his col¬ 
league. Genferie putting to fea with a numerous fleet, and 
• a confiderable army on board, wi.b a defign to ravage the 
coafts of Italy or Gaul, was overtaken near Corfica by the 
Roman fleet, under the command of Ricimer, totally 
defeated. Ricimer, Ityled hy feme Richimer orRichemer, 
w^as fprung from the royal family of the Suevians ; but as 
his mother was the daughter of Vallia, king of the Goths, 
he is commonly looked upon rather as a Goth than a t)ue- 
vian. He ferved from his youth in the Roman armies, 
and acquired fuch reputation by his warlike exploits, 
that Sidonius gives him the title of Invincible, and 
Jornandes Ryles him the beft commander of his age , 
Sidonius prefers him for courage 

deuce to Fabius, for good-nature to JulviL’ 

quenct to Appius, for vigoui and refo u loiv > 
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dolius the Younger. The trea- 
tife De Rebus Bcllicis, which 
L’Abbe adds to it, is fuppofed 
10 have been written about the 
fame time; but the author, 


who feeiTis to have been a pri¬ 
vate perfon, and to have pro- 
feffed the dudy of philofopliy, 
is not known (i). 
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and for addrefs to Camlllus ^ But thcfe good qualities 
were over-balanced by vices j he was a man without faith, 
honour, or honefty j ambitious to fuch a degree, that, not 
fatisfied with being commander in chief of all the forces of 
the Weft, patrician, and fon-iii-law of an emperor, raifed 
and depofed emperors at his pleafure. This unbounded 
ambition prompted him to murder four emperors, three of 
whom had been raifed by himfelf, and to inflame and pri¬ 
vately aflift the avowed enemies of that empire, which he 
was by the ftrongeft ties bound to proteft and defend. 
Elated with his fuccefs over Gcnferic, inftead of purfuing 
it, he returned to Rome, and revolting with Majorianus, 
obliged the fenate to declare Avitus unworthy of the em¬ 
pire ; a decree which no fooner came to the prince’s ears, 
who was then in Gaul, than he haftened to Italy; but 
upon his arrival at Placentia, he was ftripped by Kicinier 
of all the enfigns of majefty Theophanes writes, that 
Avitus was defeated in battle by Ricimer on the fixteenth 
of Ottober ‘ ; fo that he had fcarcc reigned fourteen 
months. Being thus divefted of the purple, he caufed him¬ 
felf to be ordained bifhop of Placentia ; but the fenate in- 
fifting upon his being put to death, he withdrew from Pla¬ 
centia, with a defign to take faiidtuary in the church of St. 
Julian at Brioude, in Auvergne, the place of his nativity. ' 
Gregory of Tours adds, that he died on the road, and his 
body was brought to Brioude, and buried near that of the 
holy martyr Julian. The next confuls were Conftantine 
and Rufus, belonging both to the Eaftern empire, no em¬ 
peror being yet chofen in the Weft. In the beginning of 
the year 457, died the emperor Marcian, after having reign¬ 
ed fix years, five months, and two days. His death Theo- 
dorus, furnamed the Reader, aferibes to his having aflifted 
at a proceflion on the twenty-fixth of January Marcian 
is commended, by all the writers of thofe times, for the in¬ 
nocence and fimplicity of his manners, for his extraordinary 
piety, and zeal for the purity of religion Leo, bifhop 
of Rome, calls him a prince of blefled and venerable me¬ 
mory; land the Greeks honour him with the title of Saint, 
celebrating his feftival, with that of the emprefs Pukhe- 
ria, on the feventeenth of February. He was buried in 
the church of St. Zea, at Conftantinople, which he had 
built. 

A few days after the death of Marcian, Leo was pro¬ 
claimed emperor, with the unanimous confent of the fe- 
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nate, people, and foldiery, and crowned by Anatolius, pa’- 
triarch of Conftantinople *. This is the firft inttance wc 
find in hiftory of a prince’s receiving the crown at the 
hands of a bilhop. Leo, (liftinguilhed by the Greeks with 
the furname of the Great, was, according to the moll pro¬ 
bable opinion, a native of Thrace, and on that account is 
commonly called Leo the Thracian. He had ferved from 
his youth in the Roman armies, and commanded a body 
of troops encamped at Selymbria, in Thrace, when he was 
raifed to the empire. His prudence, moderation, impar¬ 
tiality in the adminiftration of jultice, exemplary piety, 
and zeal for the Catholic religion, are greatly extolled by 
the writers who flouriftied in thofe times. Leo is faid to 
have owed his promotion to the patrician Afpar, of whom 
we have made frequent mention, and his fon Ardaburius, 
who not daring, though very powerful, to afl'ume the pur¬ 
ple themfelves, as they were Arians by religion, and not 
Romans by birth, conferred it upon Leo, in whofe name 
they hoped to reign ^ and we are tohi, that JjCO proinifed 
to raife one of Afpar’s fons to the dignity of Ca;far i. In 
the very beginning of his reign, great riifturbances were 
raifed by the Eutyehians in Alexandria, who, hearing of 
the death of Marcian, rofe in a tumultuous manner, mur- 
'dered the Catholic biftiop Proterus, and chofe in his room 
one of their own fe("l, named 'I'imotheus Elurus. The 
tumult was foon quelled ; hut the authors of it, putting 
themfelves under the protedllon of Afpar, a zealous patron 
of Arianifm, were fcrcened Irom the puniftiinent due to 

their wickednefs r , l 

In the Weft, after an interregnum of about three months, 

during which time Ricimer governed with abfolute power, 
Maiorianus was proclaimed emperor by the fenate, the 
people, and the fohlicry, Ricimer propofing him as a per- 
fon in every refpeft well qualified for that high ftation. 
All we know of his family is, that his father had ferved 
with great reputation under Aetius, and was afterwards 
raifed^o the office of treafurer of the empire. His mother 
was the daughter of Majorianus, appointed hcodofiu 
I. or rather by Gratian, in 379, general of the Roman 
horfe ami foot in Pannonia. From him the emperor took 
the name of Majorianus. He was raifed to 
the flower of his age, having already ^ ; 

not only of his courage and military abilities but of b.s 
generofity, moderation, and other ami-ablc qualities. Pro 
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coplus fays, that he furpafled in every virtue all the princes 
who had reigned before him He lived from his child¬ 
hood in great intimacy with Ricimer, and therefore was 
cafily prevailed upon by him to revolt from Avitus. Soon 
after the depofition of that prince he was raifed to the poll 
of general in the room of Ricimer, who was created pa¬ 
trician, probably by Maician, or Leo his fuceeflbr; for the 
emperor of the Eaft is fuppofed to have governed the 
Wellern empire during the interregnum*’. He had not 
been long general when he was proclaimed emperor, at a 
place about fix miles from Ravenna, called the Little Fil- 
lars ^ In the beginning of his reign, a civil war being 
kindled among the Suevians, they concluded a peace with 
the Romans, that is, with the natives, who dill held fe- 
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veral fortrelTes in Galicia, and acknowleged the authority 
of the emperor ; but notwiihllanding this peace, they made 
themfelves malters of Lifbon, after being admitted into the 
city as friends 

In the following year, when the two emperors, Leo and 
Majorianus, were confuls, the Vandals made a defcent on 
the coaft of Campania; but Majorianus marching agaiiiR 
them, defeated theirforces in the neighbourhood of Sinuefla, 
between the Garigliano and theVolturno, put greatnumbers 
to the fword, among whom was the brother-in-law of Gen-' 
feric their commander, and obliged the reft to fave them- 
fclves on board their fleet, which failed immediately for 
Africa Majorianus refolved to purfue them thither, and 
to attempt the recovery of that wealthy country, applied 
himfelf to the fitting out of a powerful fleet; and had, be¬ 
fore the end of this year, aflcmbled a great number of 


troops, and above three hundred vcflels. But of this en- 
terprize hereafter. In the Eaft the city of Antioch was 
almoft ruined by an earthquake, which happened on the 


fourteenth of September. Scarce a fingle houfc was left 
ftanding in the new city, the moft beautiful quarter of that 
metropolis 

Majsrianuj Next year, when M.ignus and Apollonius were confuls, 
re/olves to Majorianus leaving Arles, diredled his march towards 
fa/j ever Spain, which he entered in the month of May, with a 
tnto Africa. to pafs over from thence into Africa 8. Genferic, 

rj>tr‘}ld alatmed at the great preparations that were carrying on in 
fy the Van- all the ports of the empire, fued for peace ; but his propo- 
aaU. fals being rejefled, he difpatched a fquadron of his belt 
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flilps with orders to attack the Roman fleet rldin. in thd 
bay of Ahcant; which fervice they performed wifh /"k 
fuccej, that they took moft of tl 7 e Roman /hips, ana“re 
turned with them m triumph to Africa. This LsfortuJe 
which was chiefly owing to the treachery of thofe on board 
the Roman fleet, put a ftop to the cnterprize, and obliged 
Majonanus to return to Arles ; whence he ilTucd ordVrs 
for equipping another fleet. But in the mean time Gen! 
feric, dreadmg the arms and valour of Majorianus. dif- 
patched ambaffadorsto him with new propofals; which he 
accepted, as they were very advantageous to the empire" 
T'hus a peace was concluded between Majorianus and Genl 
feric j but the articles of the treaty have not been tranf- 
mitted to pofterity. 

In the Eaft nothing happened this year that deferves no¬ 
tice, except an earthquake, which overturned great part of 
the city of Cyzicus. In the followdiig year, 461, Ricimer, 
who had raifed Majorianus to the empire, thinking himfelf 
negledled, and jealous of the great reputation that prince 
had gained by his wofe and vigorous adminiftration, refolved 
to depofe himaccordingly, having got him by treachery 
into his power, as he was returning from Gaul to Rome, 
he ftiipped him of the imperial ornaments at I'ortona in the 
“Milanefe, on the fecoiid of Auguft, and caufedliim, on the 
feventh of the fame month, to be alfalTinated at Iria, now 
Voghera, after he had reigned three years and fome 
months h Majorianus, in whofe reign the empire feemed 
ill a manner to revive, being thus removed, Ricimer pro¬ 
claimed .Severus at Ravenna, on the nirteteenth of Novem¬ 
ber, that he might reign in his name, the new prince be¬ 
ing entirely unqualified for that higli ftation. AH we know 
of him is, that he was a native of Lueania In the Eaft, 
Leo refufing to pay the ufual peiifion to Valamir, Theodo- 
mir, and Widemir, kings of the Oftrogoths, whom Mar- 
rian had allowed to fettle in Pannonia, they flew' to arms, 
laid wafte great part of IllyriciiiTi, and reduced feveral cities; 
but Anthemius, foii-in-law to the late emperor Marcian, 
having obliged them to retire into Pannonia, they lieark- 
cned to the ofters that were made by Leo to renew the an¬ 
cient alliance between them and the empire. ' A peace was 
^cordingly concluded, and the famous 1 lieodorie, after¬ 
wards king of Italy, then in the eighth year of his age, de¬ 
livered to Leo as a hoftage '. But of him we lhall have 

" Procop. p. 194. ‘ Jorn. Rer. Goth. c.ip. 45. p. 67S. Ei-ag. 

lib. ii. cap 7. p. zgj. Jom- E«g- Suec. cap. 46. p. 634. 

Theoph. p. gy. Jtlat. p. 40- Onuph. p. 306. Evag, p. 70. 
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frequent occaGon to fpeak in the hiftory of the Oftrogoths 
in Italy. 

Gcnferic, pretending not to be bound by the late treaty 
■with Majorianus, after that prince’s death, fent a powerful 
fleet to pillage the coafls of Sicily and Italy, and made him- 
felf mafter of Sardinia The fame year Marcellinus, or, 
as Procopius calls him, Marcellianus, who had ferved 
with great reputation in the Roman armies, no longer able 
to bear the haughty behaviour of Ricimer, revolted from 
Severus, and, retiring into Dalmatia, eftablilhed a new fo- 
vereignty, independent of the empire". The inhabitants 
of Italy, feeing themfelvcs at the fame time threatened by 
Marcellinus and Genferic, had recourfe to Leo, emperor 
of the Halt, who immediately difpatched ambalTadors to 
Genferic and Marcellinus. The latter, fatisGed to fee 
himfelf acknowleged by Leo, prince of the country which 
he had feized, promifed not to molelt the Romans. But 
Genferic openly declared that he would liften to no terms, 
till the cffedls of Valentinian were delivered up to him; 
which he claimed becaufe his fon Hunneric had married 
Eudocia, that prince’s eldeft daughter. However, he re- 
ftored to Leo Eudoxia, the widow of Valentinian, and 
Flacidia, her fecond daughter ; who being foon after mar¬ 
ried to Olybrius, of whom hereafter, Genferic declared hC' 
would wage an eternal war with the Weftern empire, uii- 
Icfs Olybrius, brother-in-law to his fon, was raifed to the 
imperial dignity". To this low ebb was the Roman gran¬ 
deur reduced by the death of Majorianus, and the admi- 
nillration of Ricimer. In the courfe of the follovidng year 
iEgidius gained a fignal vi£lory over the Vifigoths in Gaul; 
and next year Ruflicus, orRulticius, and Olybrius, being 
confuls, Beorgor, king of the Alans, having entered Italy 
with a coufiderable army, was oppofed by Ricimer in the 
neighbourhood of Bergamo, and, on the fixth of February, 
cutoff, with all his men. Whence thefe Alans came is 
uncertain. About the fame time ./Egidius died in Gaul, 
cither by poifon or afl'affmation, and upon his death the 
Vifigoths fubdued the greater part of Gaul. 

In 465, when BaGlifciis and Hermenericus were confuls, 
Severus died at Rome, after having borne the name of em¬ 
peror almoft four years. He is fuppofed to have been pojp 
foned by Ricimer f. His death was followed by an inter¬ 
regnum of almofl tw^o years, Ricimer ruling, during that 
time, with abfolute power; but not daring, as he was by 

"i Procop. Bell. Vand. lib. iv. cap. 6 . p. 191. " Phot. cap. 24.2. 
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birth a Barbarian, to take upon him the title of emperor. 
The fame year a violent fire breaking out in Conftantinople, 
reduced to afhes eight of the fourteen quarters into which 
that city was divided. However, it wa.s at laft extinguifted, 
after it had raged with incredible fury for the fpace of fn 
whole days, and as many nights The following year, 
when the emperor Leo alone was conful the third lime, Ui- 
cimer affembled a powerful licet, with a ilefign to attempt 
the recovery of Africa ; but was, by contrary and violent 
winds, which continued blowing the whole ftimmer, obliged 
to drop that enterprize. During the cunfulfliip of Pufseus 
ami Johannes, the interregnum ended in the Weft. An¬ 
themius was, with the ronfent and approbation of Rici- 
nier, derlared emperor, notwithftanding the great intereft 
inaile by Genferic in favour of Olybiius, brother-in-law to 
his fon. Anthemius was a native of Conftantinople, de- 
feenried from an ancient, illuftiious, and wealthy family, 
and was, attire time of his promotirrn, count of the Eaft. 
He had fome- claim to the empire, having married Marejaii.T, 
the only daughter of the late e’mpcior Marcian, by whom 
he had three fons and one daughter. He had been conful 
in 455, and was foon after, though very young, raifed to 
the dignity of patrician, and the poll of general. Sidonius, 
'liis panegyrift, w'rites, that, upon the death of Marcian, no 
one thought of conferring the empire on Leo, till Anthe¬ 
mius had refufed it ^ Theophanes ftyles him a moft Chrif- 
tian prince Soon after his nomination, he left Conftan¬ 
tinople, and departed for Italy, attended by a great num¬ 
ber of choftn troops, and fevcral counts, with other per- 
fons of diftimflion, among whom was Marcellinus prince of 
Dalmatia, w'hom Leo had perfuaded to join the new em¬ 
peror, and, jointly with him, make war upon the Vandals‘. 
Anthemius was received at Piome by the fenate and people 
with the greateft demonftrations of joy, and proclaimed at 
a place about three miles from Rome, called Bontrota . 
A few days after he gave his daughter in marriage to Rici- 
mer, purfuant to a private agreement between that general 

and the tw'o princes. . n t 

In the mean time Genferic, highly provoked againtt Leo 
for having preferred Anthemius, and not Olybnus, to the 
empire, fent a powerful fleet, which ravaged Peloponnefus, 
and the Greek iflands. Leo refolved to avenge the affront 
offered to the Eaftern empire. Accordingly in the follow- 

s Evagr. lib. ii- cap. n- P- i'>7- P„555- P' 

34s. ® rSid,p.;, 5 . . Thcoplr.p. ,*. -Frv- 
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ing year 468, when Anthemius alone was conful, he fitted 
out the greateft fleet, fays Procopius, the Romans had ever 
done. Cedrenus writes, it confifted of one thoufand one 
hundred and thirteen fhips, each fliip having one hundred 
men onboard*'. Theophanes, andNicephorus’, afhrm, 
that no fewer than one hundred thoufand fhips were em¬ 
ployed in this expedition ; a number altogether incredible. 
To the forces of Leo were joined all the bell troops of the 
Well, under the command of Marcellinus, who reinforced 
them with a chofen body of men raifed in, his own domi¬ 
nions. Leo gave the chief command of this fonniilable fleet 
to Bafilifcus, brother to his wife Verina, who had frequently 
vanquifhed the Barbarians in Thrace, tinder him com¬ 
manded John, a perfon of extraordinary courage and ex¬ 
perience The illand of Sicily was appointed the place of 
general rendezvous. From thence Marcellinus was to fail 
for Sardinia, which the Vandals had lately feized : Herac- 
lius of Edefla, a brave and experienced officer, was ordered 
to' proceed for Libya ; and Bafilifcus, with the greateft part 
of the fleet, and the flower of the troops, to lleer his courfe 
to Carthage. Marcellinus, purfuant to this plan, landed 
■ in Sardinia, and made himfelf mailer of that illand, while 
Heraclius, landing uiiexpeftedly in Libya, defeated the 
Vandals, who attempted to eppofe him, and reduced, with" 
incredible expedition, Tripolis, and all the other cities of 
that province 

Genfcric, receiving at the fame time news of the lofs of 
Sardinia and Libya, and of the arrival of the Pioman fleet at 
Cape Mercury, about thirty miles from Carthage, thought 
himfelf irretrievably loll; he is even faid to have had fome 
intention of abandoning Africa to the Romans, and retiring 
elfewhere : indeed, if Bafilifcus had, during the panic which 
had feized the Barbarians, marched dire£lly to Carthage, 
he might have eafily made himfelf mafter of the city, and 
finilhed the war at once ; but his dilatory proceedings giv¬ 
ing Genferic time to recover from his confternation, he be¬ 
gan to defpife the Roman admiral, and had even the confi¬ 
dence to fend deputies, demanding a truce of five days, to 
fettle the conditions on which be was tofubmit to Leo. Ba¬ 
filifcus readily confented to the truce; during which Gen¬ 
feric, taking one night advantage of a favourable wind, fail¬ 
ed unexpefledly out of the harbour with a great number of 
fire-lhips, which being by the wind driven upon the Ro- 

w Cedren- p, 350. * Niceph. lib. xv. cap. 27. p. S31. r Pro- 

cop. lib. i. cap. 6. p. 153. * Theoph.\). loii Sid, Car. p. 1196. 
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man navy, fet fire to many of their Ihips, and threw the 
whole fleet into the iitmolt confiifion. 

Next morning Geuferic’s fleet appeared draw'n up in line Tk: Reman 
of battle, and, falling upon the Romans before they could fleet ,n Af- 
recover themfelves from their terror and cnnllernatiun, took 'jeafut tv 
feveral of their fhips, funk others, and obliged the reft to 
iave themfelves by a precipitate flight. John, wdio com¬ 
manded under Bafilifcus, and ignorant of his treachery, after 
having killed, with his own hand, an incredible number of 
Barbarians, threw himfelf, when overpowered, on a plank 
into the fea. Genfon, the fon of Genferic, charmed w'ith 
his cour.ige, and gallant behaviour, offered him his life 
and liberty; but the brave commander anfwering, “ Itfliall 

"never be faid that John owed his life to dogs,” quitted his 


plank. 


and was drowned V As for Bafilifcus, Zonariis 
writes, that, in the heat of the engagement, he fuddenly 
tacked about, and crow'ding all his fails, (hamefnlly fled ; 
which raifed the courage of the enemy, and quite difticarien- 
cd his own people ^ Marcellinu-s, after the reduaion of 
Sardinia, returned to Sicily, with a tlefign to pais fiom 
thence over into Africa ; but before he failed, he was af- 
falllnated by an officer, Vho commanded under him, not 
without the privity, as was fuppofed, of Anthemius, to 
-wdioni his pow'er gave no fmall umbrage Hcraclius, who 
was on full match from Libya to Carthage, upon the news 
of the cowardice of Bafilifcus, retired into the terntor.es of 
the empire. Bafilifcus returned to Sici y, wit ^ ^ 

Ihips that had cfcaped, having loft above fifty thoufanc 
men ^ From Sicily he returned to Conftaiumople, and 
there, as his treachery was publicly known, tookfanauary 
in the church of St. Sophia. Though both the emperor and 

people were highly againft him, yet, by the media- 

Ln of the emVefs Verina. his filler^ 

and leave granted him to retire to Heraclea m 1 h^ ’ 

Such was ?he ilfue of this unhappy 

faid to have coft both empires above a hundred ^uty 
thoufand pounds weight of gold ; not 1 

but all governors, and other perfonsin 
fully contributing large fums, to defray le g 

enterprize of fuch VhteTArS^ to Zeno. Let, mar- 

This year Leo married his daug His fa- ria/iis 

defeended from an illuftrious family m J . ; . daughter ta 

ther's name was Rufumbladaftes and J Zr-v. 

riage, Trafealiflkus, or Taraficodifus h He took the name 
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of Zeno from another Ifaurian, who had been raifed to 
great employments in the reign of Theodolius the younger 
Leo immmediately preferred his fon-in-law to the rank of 
patrician, appointing him, at the fame time, captain of his 
guards, and commander in chief of all the armies in the 
Eaft. The next confuls were Marcianus and Zeno, the 
two fons-in-law of the emperor Leo; the latter having 
efpoufed Ariadne, and the former, who was the fon of the 
emperor Anthemius, being married to I^eontia. Nothing 
worthy of notice happened this year in either empire ; but, 
in the following confulQiip of Severus and Jordanes, Euric, 
king of the Vifigoths, an ambitious and warlike prince, 
conquered Auvergne, Berri, and Gevaudan, after having 
defeated a body of twelve thoufand Britons dwelling on tha 
Loire, who, under the condiicl: of Riothim, or Riotham, 
came to the alTiflarice of the Romans 

When Leo was conful the fourth time, with Probianus, 
fome mifunderftanding arofc between that prince and Af¬ 
par, M^ho had raifed him 10 the empire ; but as Afpar was 
greatly beloved by the army, and commanded a ieparatc 
and independent body, having Q^elcal, a Hunn, for his 
lieutenant, the emperor thought it prudent to diflemble for 
the prefent. Pretending to be reconciled with Afpar, he 
gave one of his daughters in marriage to Patricius Seeun-"’ 
dus, that general’s eldell fon ; and foon after created Afpar 
Csefar. The inhabitants of Conifantinople, knowing Af¬ 
par, and his whole family, to be greatly attached to the 
, doftrine of Arius, were much dilpleafed at this promotion ; 

but tlie emperor foou delivered them from the apprehen- 
■ fion they were under of feeing an Arian raifed to the em¬ 
pire ; for, being informed by fome perfons, privy to all the 
counfels of Afpar, that a plot was carrying on againft him 
- by that general and his children, be refolved to anticipate 
them ; and accordingly caiifed Afpar, and his fon Ardabu- 
rius, to be executed. The ancients only tell ps, that they 
fell by the hands of the eimuclis of the palace, Leo having 
ordered them to be put to death, becaufc they afpired to the 
empireBut the modern writers add feveral circum- 
ftances, which feem incqnfiftent with what we read in the 
authors who flouriflied in thofe times. Patricius was dan- 
geroufly wounded, but found means to efcape, as did like- 
wife Afpai’s third fon flermeneric The friends of Af- 
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^ar, efpccially the Goths in the emperor’s fervice, attemptei 
to revenge his death, arid commuted great difordersin Con- 
ftantinople, being headed by one Of their countrymen 
named Oilroui. But Zeno, who was then at Chalcis* 
marching with a choice body of troops to the metropolis’ 
the Goths were driven out of the city with great daughter! 
However, they ravaged Thrace, and, being joined by the 
Goths fettled in Pannonia,*vnade themfelves mailers of Phi¬ 
lippi and Arcadiopolis ; which they reftored foon after, 
laying down their arms, upon the emperor’s promifmg to’ 
pay them a certain fUm, and to appoint Theodoric, foil to 
Triarius, the brother of Afpar’s wife, commander of the 
Goths in the Roman fervice Upon the death of Afpar, 
who had bedn a zealous patron of the Arians, Leo pub- 
liflled feveral rigorods lavt^s againft thofe heretics, depriving 
theni of all their churches, and forbidding them to hold any 
public or private alTemblles 

In the following year, when Feilus and Marcianus were 
confuls, Ricimer, who was no lefs powerful in the Weil 
tliaii Afpar had beeii in the Eaft, dreading the fame fate, rc- 
folved to depofe the emperor Anthemius, who, he faw, 
began to miilrull him. Accordingly he openly revolted, 

"Unl, at the head of the Barbarians in the Roman fervice, 
laid fiege to Rome, where the emperor reiided. The citi- Vr. nf FI 
zens, who were in general well all’edled to Anthemius, made 
3 vigorous rcfiftatice, notwithftanding the famine and plague 
that raged in the City, depending upon the fuccours they 
daily expeiUcd from GaUl, under the conduiit of Biliiner, Rcmfbe- 
who commanded the Roman troops in that country, and by 
Was greatly attached to the ititereft of Anthemius. BiliraeC 
arrived at length with a confiderable army, coniiiling partly 
of Romans, partly of Barbarians ; but, having ventured art piumitred, 
engagement, he was totally defeated by Ricimer, who, en¬ 
couraged with this fUccefs, purfued the fiege with frcfli vi¬ 
gour, and, ftorming the city, laged with no lefs fury than 
Alaric or Geiiferic had done, allowing his men ndt only to 
plunder the houfes of the unhappy citizeils, but to commit 
all manner of cruelties ". Ricimer ordered the emperoC Antbftniut 
Anthemius to be put to death, and Olybrius to be pfo- 
claimed in his room Zeno, who fuCceeded Leo, re- 
proached the Roman fenate with the death of Anthemius, fntiamii 
He is fuppofed to have died on the eleventh of JulyP ; but ,xifT<,r. 
authors are filent as to the Circuiiiflances of hlS death, con*’ 
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tenting themfelves only with telling us, that, by tl>e trea¬ 
chery of Ricimer, he loft both his life and the empire. Ri- 
cimcr did not long outlive Anthemius; for, being feized 
with violent pains in his bovi'cls, he died on the eighteenth 
or nineteenth of September ; and was followed foon after 
by Olybrius, who died a natural death at Rome, on th£ 
twenty-third of Odlobcr'r. This year Mount Vefuviiis, in 
Campania, threw out fuch an immenfe quantity of aftics, 
as turned night into day, even at Conftantinople, where the 
people were aftembled in the circus, when the cloud firft 
appeared. All the ftreets and houfes were covered with 
afhes three inches deep 

In the following year 473, when Leo alone was conful 
the fifth time, Glycerins afl'umed the title of emperor at 
Ravenna, being fupported by Gondibal, nephew to Rici¬ 
mer, whom Olybrius had elevated, during his fhort reign, 
to the rant of patrician. All we know of this prince is, 
that he had been comes domcfticoruin, and was, according 
to Theophanes, a man of feme merit. In the beginning of 
his reign the Goths, who had been allowed to fettle in 
Pannonia, refolved, without the leaft provocation, to make 
war upon both empires. Purfuant to this refolution, Vide- 
mir broke into Italy, while his brother Theodomir invaded 
the Eaftern empire; but the former dying, his fon, bearing 
the fame name, was, by the rich prefents of Glycerins, 
prevailed upon to quit Italy, and retire into Gaul, where 
he joined the "Vifigoths, who, being thus reinforced, con¬ 
quered foon after both that country and Sp.ain'. Theodo¬ 
mir likewife died as foon as he entered the territories of the 
Eaftern empire, and was fucceeded hy his fon Theodoric, 
furnamed the Great. I.eo apprehending, either from his 
age or infirmities, that his end approached, wifhed Zeno 
to fucceed him ; but both the fenate and people of Con¬ 
ftantinople, who hated Zeno, ftrongly remonftrating againft 
his promotion, the emperor raifed Leo the younger, the fon 
of l^no by his daughter Ariadne, to the dignity of Ciefar, 
and even declared him his partner in the empire, though 
he was then only five, or at inoft fix years old 

Next year the emperor was feized with a bloody flux, 
which, being attended with a violent fever, carried him off 
in a flioft time. He died at Conftantinople, in the month 
of January, after having reigned feventeen years. Soon 
after his death, the emprefs Verina prevailed upon the fe- 
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gate and people of Conflantinople to fuffer her fon-in-l,iw Zeno dt- 
Zeno to be declared colleague to young Leo in the empire, dared co!- 
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The ceremony was performed in the month of February, 
not in the palace ofHebdomoh as ufual, but in the circus at 
Conllantinople The young prince did not furvive his 
grandfather above ten months*. Leo the elder, or, as he 
is commonly furnamed, the Great, not approving of the 
promotion of Glycerius, had, before his death, named to 
the empire of the Well Julius Nepos, or, as fome call him, ho Jitj. 
Nepotianus, a native of Dalmatia, and nephew, by the 
mother, to Marcellinus, prince of that country, who was 
murdered in Sicily, as we have already related. Nepos, Glyrfius 
■who, it feems, was then at Conftantiiiople, failed from 
thence, without lofs of time, for Italy; and, landing at 
Porto, furprifed Glycerius, took him prifoner, and, llrlp- ej m the 
ping him of the imperial ornaments, had him ordained entptre- 
bilhop of Salonae in Dalmatia, after he had borne the title • 
of emperor a year and fome months*. 

Nepos having raifed Orelles to the poll of general, an.^. 
pointed him commander of the Ftoman forces in Gaul; 
but he, inllead of proceeding into that country, purfuant 
to his orders, bent his march towards Ravenna, with a de- 
.fign to depofe Nepos, who, he knew, was not in a conili- 
*tion to oppofe him. The emperor, fufpe£ling his delign, 
and diftrufting the few troops he had with him, abandoned 
the city at his approach, and fled by fea to Salonx in Dal- Yr. of FI. 
matia, where he was entertained by the bifliop Glycerius, * 
whom he had lately deprived of the empire)". Orcllcs was 


Oreftet 


by birth a Roman, that is, Ife was born a fubjedl of the cm- 
"pirc. As he lived in Paiinonia, perhaps^his native country, 
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when that province was ceded to the Hunns m 430, he 
lifted himfelf among the troops of Attila, who, hndmg him 
to be a man of abilities, made him his fecretary, ami lent 
him at leaft twice to Conllantinople with the chiuadler ot 
ambaflador *. His father, Tatula, bore l>ln-nvilc fome con- 
fiderable employment at the court of Attib. Or -Kes .mar¬ 
ried the daughter of count Romulus, font by Valemm.an o. 

an embalTy to Attila in 449 * IW 

by Males^or Malus, Romulus Auguftus, but, by all ot.ier 
hkorians, Romulus Auguftulus, cuher by way 
orbecaufe he was very young when railed to '1)^ 

Orelles. leaving the Hunns, ferved w.th ° ^ 

the Roman armies, and was raifed to tne rahk of pa.ricun. 
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Goth. p. 6ja. I'b. 11. 'S- P- 3 °*' 

2 Piilc. p- 37. 
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The Hijiory of the 

and appointed by Nepos general of tbe troops in Gaul; 
when, turning his arms againft that prince, he drove him 
from the throne, and caufed not himfelf, but his fon Au- 
guftus, or Auguftulas, to be proclaimed emperor, on the 
twenty-ninth of Oftober of the prefent year. The new 
prince flyled himfelf Auguftus Romulus AuguRus, Au- 
guftus being both bis proper name, and the title of his dig¬ 
nity. As Auguftulus was very young, his father took uporr 
him the adminiftration, contenting himfelf with the title of 
patrician, and governing only as tutcrr and guardian to his 
fon, during his minority*. 

During thcfe tranfailions in the Weft, the Saracens 
committed dreadful ravages in Mefopotamia; and the Hunns 
in Thrace put all to fire and fword, and afterwards retired 
unmoleRed, the emperor Zeno, a molt lewd and debauch¬ 
ed prince, being abforbed in his fcandalous pleafures and 
diverfinns However, he concluded a peace with Genfe- 
ric, which was religionfly obferved by the Vandals, till the 
reign of Juftinian. The emprefs Verina, who had by her 
intereft raifed her fon-in-law Zeno to the empire, provoked 
at his enormous vices, aird fcandalous indolence, formed a 
confpiracy againft him, at the head of which was her bro¬ 
ther Bafilifcus, of whom we have fpoken elfewhere. Zeno> 
was privately informed of ihe whole; but, inftead of put¬ 
ting himfelf in a poflure of defence, and defeating their 
meafitres, as he might have eafily done, he fled to Chalce- 
don, and from thence into Ifauria, his native country. Up¬ 
on his retreat, Bafilifeus was proclaimed empeior by the 
fenate and people of Conftantinople, to the great difappoint- 
ment of Verina, wdio defigned to confer the empire on Pa- 
tricius, magifter officiorum to Zeno, wdth whom flie is faid 
to have tnaintained a. criminal correfpondenceBafilif¬ 
eus immediately declared his wife Zenonides Augufta, and 
hiifed his fon Marcus to the dignity of Csefar. 

In the following year 476, when Bafilifeus and Armatus 
Were confuls, the Barbarialis who ferved in the Roman 
armies, and Were diftinguiftied with the title of allies, de¬ 
manded, as a reward for their fervices, the third part of 
the lands in Italy, pretending, that the whole country, 
which they had fo often defended, belonged to them. As 
Oreftes refufed to comply with this infolcnt demand, they 
refolved to do themfelves juftice i and, openly revolting, 
chofe OJoacer for their leader'*. Odoacer was, according 

o Procop. p. 308. Evagr. lib. vii. cap. i. p. 33J. ' Agatli. 

lib. iv. p. 133I. Jam. Krg, bucc. cap. 47. p. 634 ^ Prpcop. 

Bell. Gatll. lib. i. p. 308. 


to 
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to Ermodius, meanly bornand only a oriv^tP ^ i f 
guards of tbe emperor Auguftulus, lh?n the 
rcvoUmg, cbofe him for them leader. However, he ™ 
to have been a man of uncommon parts, equally capabl of 
commanding an army, or governing a ftate. Hanng left 
Jus own country, when he was very young, to ferve in Lly 
as he was of a ftature remarkably tall, he was admitted 
among the emperor’s guards, and continued in that ftation 
till the prefent ycari when, putting hirafelf at the head of 
the Barbarians in the Roman pay, who, though of dilFerent 
nations, had unanimoully qhofen him for their leader he 
marched againft Oreltes, and his fon Augullulus, who’(till 
refufed to thare any of the lands in Italy. 

As the Roman troops were inferior, both in number and 
valour, to the Barbarians, Oreflcs took refuge in Pavia, at 
that time oite of the .heft fortified cities in Italy ; but Oilo- 
acer, immediately invefting the place, took it foon after 
by aflault, allowed it to be plundered by the foldicrs, and 
then fet fire to it, which reduced molt of the houfes, and 
two churches, to afties b Oreftes was taken prifoncr, and 
brought to Odoacer, who carried him to Placentia, where 
he was put to death on the twenty-eighth of Aiigiift, the 
. day on which he had driven Nepos out of Piavcnna, and 
obliged him to abandon the empire- From Placentia Oilo- 
acer marched to Ravenna, where he found Paul, the bro¬ 
ther of Oreftes, and the young emperor Auguftulus. 1 he 
former he ordered to be executed; but, fparing Auguftu¬ 
lus, ill eonfideration of his youth, he ftripped him of the 
enCgns of the imperial dignity, and coufined him to I.u- 
cullanuni, a caftle in Campania, where he wa.s, by Odoa- 
cer’s orders, treated with great humanky, and allowed a 
liberal fum to fupport himfclf, and his relations*, litime 
■foon fubmitted to the conqueror, who caufed himfclf In bc- 
proclaimed king of Italy, but would not afl'ume the purple, 
or any other mark of the imperial dignity- I’hus tailed the 
very name of an empire in the Weft Britain had been 
long fince abandoned by the Romans; Spain was poiTell'ed 
by the Goths and Suevian.s; Africa by the Vandals; the 
Burgundians, Goth.s, Franks, and Alans, hail erected fevc- 
ral tetrarchies in Gaul; at length Italy iifelf, with its proud 
Rjeitopolis, which for fo many ages had given law to the 
reft of the world, was enflaved by a contemptible Barba- 
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c Ennod. Theodor. Panegyr. p. 50S, f Jam. Rer. Goth cap-46. 
p. 679. ^ Reg. Succ. cap. 47. p- 654- E Procop. Bell. Gorh. lih. i. 
cap. I, p, 3 d 8, ti Jorn. Rer. Goth. cap. 4(S. CaiuliJ. Ibur. 
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fian, wliofe family, country, and nation, are not well 
known to this day. This great revolution happened iri the 
Weft in the year 476 of the Chriftian *ra, five hundred ami 
feven years after the battle of Aftium, when the Romah 
monarchy was firft eftablilhed, and one thoufartd three buO'^ 
hundred and twenty-four fince the foundation of Rome. 
Mcft writers obferye, that the empire began with Auguftus, 
and ended in a prince of the fame name. Of the ftate of 
Italy under Odoacer, till he was defeated and flain by 
Theodoric the Oftrogoth ; and under the Oftrogoths, from 
1 'lieodoric to their cxpulfipn by Narfes, we lhall fpeak in 4 
more proper place; and in the mean time purfue the Ro¬ 
man hiilory, that is, the hiftory of the Conftantinopolitart 
Roman empire, in which were preferved the fame marks of 
foi'creignty. the fame ceremonies, titles, and employment#, 
that had been firft eftablillied at Rome. 




CHAP. LXVI. 


^he CGnJiantmopoUtan Hijlory, from the DrJJh- 
lution of the Wefern Empire to the Death of 
Jufinian the Great, 
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A t the time that the Roman empire was aboliflied in 
the Weft, it was ufurped in the Eaft by Bafilifcus, 
who, upon the flight of Zeno, the lawful prince, was pro¬ 
claimed emperor, and his fon Marcus acknowlcged Cxlar, 
Zeno fled into Ifauria, whither he was purfued by Ulus 
and Trocondes, tvi'o of the ufurper’s generals, who, having 
defeated the few troops he had with him, forced the un- 
happy prince into a caftle, which they immediately in- 
veiled. But, in the mean time, Bafilifcus having by his 
cruelty, avarice, enormous extortions, and, above all, by 
his unfeafonable zeal for the dodlrinc of Eutyches, greatly 
exafperated the fenate and peopl# of Cpnftantinople, as 
well as the foldiery, the two generals, informed of what 
palled in the metropolis, and privately encouraged by th^ 
fenate, inftead of purfuing the fiege, openly declared for 
Zeno ; and, joining him with all tbeiivforces, diredled their 
march to Conftantinople. Bafilifcus no fooner heard of 
their revolt than he difpatched Harmatius, or Armatus, hi^ 
kinfman, with a very numerous army againft them, after 
having obliged him to fwcar by his baptifmj that he would 

^ not 
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CHAP. LXI. 

T‘he Hijlory of the Eajiern and W^Jiern Empire^ 
from the Death of Julian to the Death of 
Valens. 


death of Julian was no fooner known than the chief Jovian 
-*■ officersof the army aflembled,and unanimoully chofe Jo- chofm em- 
vian for his fuccelTor P, who was accordinjrlyfaluted with the 
title of Jovianus Auguflus, the day after Julian’s death; that 


P Ammian. lib. xxv. p, 226. 


ISj 


Calliftus,. one of Julian’s offi¬ 
cers, wrote in verfe, according 
to Socrates (3), the hiftury of 
that prince ; but his work has 
not reached our times. Jiilisn 
hiinfelf deferves to be ranked 
among the uliters of his lile; 
for he compofed the hillory of 
his wars in Gaul (4), which 
has been long lince loll; and 
gives us an account ot the moil 
rem.Trkablc pafl'ages ot his life 
in his Mifopogon, in his letter 
to the Athenians, and in the 
writings which he publiftied in 
the year 362, the one upon 
Cybele, the other againit a 
Cynic philofopher (/;). He 
wrote another difeourfe a gain ft 
the Cynics, particularly againft 
Heraclius or Heraclitus (6). 
But the mold famous of all Ju¬ 
lian’s works is that intitled 
the Csefars; which, in re¬ 
ality, is a fatire on all the em¬ 
perors from Julius Casfar to 
Conftantine and his children. 
Suidas aferibes two other works 
to him, the one on the Three 
Figures, which he docs not ex¬ 
plain, and the other on the 


Origin of Evils ; but both thefe 
works, as well as that which he 
wrote againft the Chrillians, 
have been long fince loft. He 
wrote many letters, of which 
lixty-tour have reached our 
times, not counting thofewhich, 
by reafon ol their length, have 
been ranked among his dif- 
L'ourfes. Libanius, who pre¬ 
tends to have broughttheepifto- 
lary ftyle to its greateft per¬ 
fection, ftiares that glory with 
Julian, the elegance of whofe 
letters he greatly commends 
and admires (7). Under Julian 
flourifhed Proerefes, a Chrillian 
fophift, much efteemed for his 
learning and eloquence. Ori- 
bafus, a famous phylician, was 
a native of Pergamus in Afia, 
according to Eunaplus (8), of 
iiardis, according to Philollor- 
gius (9) and Suidas (t). He 
lludied pliyfic under Zeno of 
Cyprus, to whom Julian wrote 
a letter, inviting him to Alex¬ 
andria, whence George, the fa¬ 
mous Arian biffiop, had caufed 
him to be baniftied (2). 

When Julian was created Ci- 


(3) Socrat. lib. iii. cap. ii. p- ’ 9 S- (4) Liban. Orat. v. p. 17K. 

(S) Julian. Orat. vii. p. 3X»- Suid. p. 1248- I?"' 

ibid, p. 716—718. (7) Liban. Orat. v. p. 184. (8) Eu- 

nap. cap, 5. p. 76. &cap. 19. p. 139- (9) Philof. lib. vn. cap. ij- 

jp. 203. (i) Suid, p. 319. (») Juban. Ep. xlv, p. 198. 
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is, the twenty-feventh of June of this year 363. He was 
the only furviving child of Verronianus, a native of Singi- 

dunum 

far, he took Oribafus with him Prufa in the fame province (7). 
into Gaul, and repofed fuch Himeras and Proerefes, ofwhom 
confidence in him, fays Euna- we have fpoken above, were at 
pius (2), as to make him privy the fame time profeflbrs of elo- 
to his greateft fecrets, that is, quenceat Athens, and rivals ( 9 ). 
to his idolatry; for Oribafus ,In the hiftory of Julian’s reign, 
was himfclf a Pagan. Oriba- we have mentioned the philofo- 
fus, at the requell of Julian, pher Maximus, who firft in- 
abridged, firft, the works of Ga- dined that prince to idolatry, 
len, and afterwards thofe of all and the ftudy of magic. He 
the moll able phyficians. He was a native, cither of Smyrna, 
attended Julian into Perlia, and as we read in Eunapius (6); 
did all that lay in his power to or of Ephefus, as Ammianus 
cure his wound, but without maintains (1); and brother to 
fuccefs. After the death of the philofophcr Claudianus, 
that prince, his patron and be- who taught at Alexandria, and 
nefaftor, he was firipped of all to the fophill Nymphidianus, 
his wealth, and baniflied to the profelTor of rhetoric at Smyrna, 
countries of the Barbarians (3), and aficrwards fecreiary to Ju- 
or abandoned, to ufe the ex- lian. Maximus mull have been 
preflion of Eunapius, to the well verfed in polite learning. 
Barbarians, who were mofl re- fince Julian fubmitted all his 
markable for their cruelty (4). compofitions to his judgment 
However, he was greatly re- (z); and Eunapius has placed 
fpe£tcd by them, and honoured his litc among thofe of the fo- 
by their princes, on account of phlfls, though he is commonly 
the art he prolelTed. Atlcngth llyled Maximus the Philofo- 
the Roman emperors recalled pher. )ulian invited him to 
him, and reftoredhls cHate, and court about the beginning of 
all his effefts (5!. He gave the vear 362, where he behaved 
fome eafe to Chrylanibus in his as Eunapius hinifelf owns (3), 
laft malady at Sardes ; but could in a manner altogether unwor- 
not cure him (6). He was Hill thy of a philofopher. He re¬ 
living, when Eunapiils wrote turned to his native country, as 
the lives ol the fojmifts, that appears from Julian’sletters (4), 
is, about the year 400. Hime- for the recovery of his health ; 
Tas, a celebrated fophill in Ju- but came again to court, and, 
lian’s time, was a native of Kl- together with Prifeus, attended 
thynia, and the fon ol Ami- Julian in his Parthian expedi- 
niuB, who taught rhetoric at tion(5). Thcfe two were, with- 

(*) Eunap. cap. 29. p. 140. (3) Phot. cap. 216, 217. p. 556, 

557 - (4) Idem. cap. 218. p. 557, (5) Idem. p. 560. 

(6) Eunap. cap. 21. p. 160. (7) Phot. c.ap. 165. p. 363. Eunap. 

cap. 12. p. 129. (S) Idem. cap. g. p, 119. (9) Eunap. 

cap. 5- p. 67. Sc 16. p. 137. (i) Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 350. 

(2) Julian, ep. xvi. p. 131. (3) Eunap. cap. 5. p. 77. 79. 

(4) Julian, ep. XV. xvi. xxxviii. (j) E.un. cap. 5. p, gi. Ainni, 

lib. XXV. p. 2;i. 

out 
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dunum in Pannonia, or rather in Moefia who had lately 
refigned the eminent poll of conies domeificorum, to lead 

a private 


>■ Vi£t. E|)it. 


out all doubt, in the num¬ 
ber of thofe obftir.ate and igno¬ 
rant philofophers, who, accord¬ 
ing to Ammianus, had great in¬ 
fluence at court, and urged the 
emperor to that wild enter- 
prize, againfl the fentiments 
of tl’.e oflicei'B of the army. 
Hence, when intelligence of 
Julian’s death weic brought to 
Antiocii, the people, in the 
tranfperts nt their joy, cried 
our, “ Thus are the predic¬ 
tions of the falfc prophet Maxi¬ 
mus fulfilled 6).” Eunapius 
writes, that Jovian continued 
to honour Maximus, and the 
other philofophers, who had 
followed Julian (8). Be that 
as it will, they were treated 
in a very different manner 
by Valentinian and Valens, 
who hated all the friends of Ju¬ 
lian, and, above the reft, thefe 
two philofophers, accufed, as 
they were addicted to the ftudy 
of magic, of having brought 
upon the princes the maladies 
with which they were both feiz- 
ed about the beginning of A- 
pril in 364 (8). Prifeus, how¬ 
ever, was acquitted; but the 
foldiery and populace were, 
with difficulty, reftrained by 
Salluftius Secundus from tear¬ 
ing Maximus to pieces. Hav¬ 
ing efcaped the rage of the mul¬ 
titude, he was condemned to 
pay a greater fine than he was 


able to difeharge, and kept a 
clofe prifoncr till the end of the 
year 363 (9), when, by the 
mediation of Themiftius, who 
recommended him to Valens, 
in a fpeech pronounced before 
that prince, and by the intereft 
of Clearehus, a zealous Pagan, 
he was fet at lilrerty, and nut 
only forgiven the fine, but ref- 
tored to his eftate, and fufi'ered 
to return to Conliantinoplc, 
where he was very well receiv¬ 
ed (i). But his happiiiefs was 
lliort-lived ; for he was accuied, 
with feveral other philofophers, 
as a magician, in 371, found 
guilty of magical praiftices, and 
being fentenceri to death, was 
beheaded at Ephefus the fame 
year (z). Chryfanthus was a 
native of Sardes in Lydia, in 
which city his father was fena- 
tor. He ftudied with Maximus 
under Edefus of Cappadocia, a 
Platonic philofoper and magi¬ 
cian ; and then returned to his 
native city, where he continued, 
notwithftanding the repeated 
and prelllng folicitations of Ju¬ 
lian and Maximus, inviting him 
to court. Julian created him 
pontiff of Lydia, in which em¬ 
ployment he had the prudence 
not to opprefs the Chriftians, 
and therefore was fuffered by 
the Chriftian emperors to live 
tinmolefted (j). He lived to 
the age of eighty (4). Prifeus 


(fi) Theodor, lih. iii. cap. i*. p. 659. (7) Eunap. cap. j, 

p. 8x. (8) Zof. lib. iv. p. 734, 735. (9) Ibid. p. 374. 

Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 315. Eunap. cap. 5 p. 83' Themift-Orat 
vii. p. loo. (i)ldem. p. 99, 100. Eun, p-84—87, (i) Am.Ti. 

lib. xxix. p. 390. Sowat. p. 39. Eunap. p. 87. (3) Eunap. 

cap. j. p. 6 g, So. & cap. la.p. 144->149. (4) Mem- P- ' 5 >- 
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The Hiftory of the 

a pnvate and retired life. He was efteemed one of the bed 
commanders of his time, and the reputation which he had 
acquired in the army greatly contributed to the promotion 
of his fon The firft public ailt of Jovian after his elec¬ 
tion, was to name his father for his colleague in the con- 
fulfhip againft the enfuing year; for Verronianus was faid 
to have been foretold in a dream, that his fon fhould be 
one day raifed to the empire, and he to the confulfliip; but 
he died befor-e he had the honour of difeharging that office, 
or the fatisfaflion of feeing his fon emperor, though he 
had been informed of his prometion Jovian, or Flavius 
Claudius Jovianus, as he is llyled on an ancient coin, vi'as 
born about the year 331, and married Carito, the daughter 
of Lucillianus, a commander of great reputation, often 
mentioned by Animianus. by her he had, according to 
Philoftorgius ", a fon named Verronianus, who was born 
about the time Jovian was created emperor, and a daughter, 
of whom we find no farther mention : indeed, Zonaras fays, 
in exprefs terrns, that Verronianus was his only child 

As Jovian was a zealous Chrillian, we ffiall not copy his 
charafter from the Chrillian writers, who may be fufpeft- 
ctl of partiality, but from the Pagans, who cannot be 
thought to have been biafl'ed in his favour. Among thefe 
Eutropius commends his affable, mild, and generous tem¬ 
per; and adds, that no perfon could, with juftice, accufe 
him of negledl or imprudence in the difeharge of his duty *. 
Ammianus Marcellinus i", and Viftor the Younger "‘j de- 

" Tliemid. Oral. v. p. 65. t Socrat. lib. iii, cap. z6. p. *05, 

v Philoltorg. lib. viii. cap, p. ii. Zon. p. ij. Eutrop. 

p. 589. y Ammian. p. 296. z Vift. p, 79. 

w'as born in the country of the ceive him in a friendly manner, 
Moloffi, or Thefproti, in Epi- though he was not a little pre- 
rus ; and fludied under Edefus, judiced againft him (5). He 
with Maximus and Chryfan- followed Julian into Perfia, and 
thus. Afterwards he retired to was accufed, with Maximus, of 
Greece, whence he was invited magical praftices under Va- 
by Julian to court, and com- lens; but difeharged, and fuf- 
plied with the requeft. He was fered to return to Greece, 
perhaps more efteemed by that where he lived to the age of 
prince than Maximus himfelf. ninety, and upwards (6); and 
He attended the emperor to was killed, with many others, 
Antioch, and prevailed upon by the Goths, who, in 395, ra- 
him to admit Libanius to vaged Greece under the condufl 
his prefence, and even to re- of the famous Alaric (7). 

(5) Eunap, cap. 5. p. 69. Lib. Vit. p. 4a' t®) Ammian 

lib. XXV. p. 291. (7) Suid. p. 1155. Socrat. lib. iii' cap. 1. 

Zof. lib. iv. p. 735. Phot. cap. 165, 

fcribc 
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fcrlbe him as well-fliaped in his perfon, of a majeflic airj 
of a gay and agreeable afpe£f, of an even, aftable, and 
courteous temper, naturally inclined to mercy, and a great 
cncourager of learning, being himfelf pretty well acquaint¬ 
ed with the fciences. From the few officers he preferred 
during his fhort reign, we may judge how circumfpe£l he 
would have been in the didribution of offices, had he lived 
longer. Themiftius bellows flillgreater encomiums'; but 
we lay no great flrefs upon them, as coming from a pane- 
gyrift. On the other hand, Suidas paints him in quite 
different colours, following Eunapius, who, by his impla¬ 
cable hatred to the Chrillian religion, was often led into 
grofs miftakes. Ammianus does not forget to mention his athyed 
vices, as well .as his virtues, telling us, tiiat he was natu- 
rally timorous, a great eater, and much addidled to wine ’ 
and w'omen. The fame author obferves, that Jovian had 
a great rcfpeCl and veneration for the law of the Chriftians ; 
for he had always made an open profeflion of the Chrillian 
religion, even in the reign of Julian, defpifing both hi-, 
threats and promifes His promotion was difagrceablc to 
the Pagans, as appears from the manner in which Ammia¬ 
nus Marcellinus fpeaks of it. 

The army was in a flrangc country, far from home, with 
an enraged enemy round them, deflitute of provilions, and 
confequently reduced to the ncceffity of perilhing, either 
with hunger, or by the arms of the incenfed Perfians. Jo¬ 
vian, who was obliged to ftruggle with two fuch formidable 
enemies, did not fo much dread the latter as the former ; 
he repulfcd the Perfians with great daughter, as often as 
they ventured to attack him, as Ammianus tells us in ex- 
prefs terms ; a tertimony which is fufficientto refute what 
Eibanius writes of the great advantages gained over Jovian 
by the Perfians But the valour and experience of Jovian y/,, army 
was not proof againll the famine which raged in his camp, reduced 
and would not have left one man alive in the whole army, ffrrar 
had not heaven unexpedledly declared in his favour, to ufe 
the exprellion of Ammianus, by inclining the enemy to 
olFer conditions of peace at fo critical a conjuniflure. lhat 
writer is of opinion, that the Perfians, through mere pity 
and compaffion, offered to treat; and Libanius cannot con¬ 
ceive what could induce them to think of a peace, when 
they had reafon to promife themfelves the greatelt advan¬ 
tages from the continuation of the war. The negotiations 

» Themift. Oraf. v. p, 63. Suid. p. 114.4. « Theodor, 

lib. iv. cap. i. p. 660, ^ Amm. lib, xxv. p. *97, »y?. e Lib. 

Orat. xii. p. 3x4. 
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la(ted four days, a delay which proved mofe infupportable 
to the Romans, fays Ammianus, than the preateft tot- 
ments, occafioned by the famine which raged in the camp. 
Bcfides the dreadful extremity to whtch the army was re¬ 
duced, Jovian was apprehenfive, and not without reafon, 
of the defigns of Procopius, Julian’s kiiifman No won¬ 
der, therefore, that he fubmitted to a peace upon terms 
difhonourable, we own, in themfelvcs, but abfolutcly nc- 
cellai y to extricate himfelf, and fo many brave men, from 
the difficulties into which they had been drawn by the te¬ 
merity and imprudence of Julian. A peace was agreed on 
for twenty-nine years, upon Jovian’s promifing to abandon 
and yield up to the Perfians the five provinces on the Ti¬ 
gris, which had been wretted from them in the reign of 
Dioclefian, with feveral caftles, and ;he cities of Nifibis 
and Singara. To this article was added another, in itfelf 
no lefs ihameful; which was, not to afford any affiftaiice 
to Arfaces, king of Armenia, againft the Perfians, though 
ArfaceS was a faithful friend and ally of the empire. Jo¬ 
vian, however, with difficulty, prevailed upon the king of 
Perfia to fuffer the inhabitants of Nifibis and Singara to 
w'ithdraw with their effedls into the Roman territories s. 
The lofs of Nifibis, wbich was the bulwark of the empire 
againft the Perfians, chiefly affefted the Romans; and Am¬ 
mianus labours to exaggerate that lofs, in order to raife the 
public odium againft Jovian, to whom he is favourable on 
no occafion. 

Jovian, after the concluGon of the treaty, purfiied his 
retreat; and having palled the Tigris, and a'long tra£l: of 
defert, without being molefted by the enemy, he arrived at 
Ur, a Perfian fortrefs between the Tigris and the city of 
Nifibis, where he was relieved by Caffianus, governor of 
Mefopotamia, and Mauritius, a tribune, with fuch provi- 
fions as the army commanded by Procopius and Sebaftian 
could fparc ; for he had fent the two former officers to ac¬ 
quaint the latter with the extremity to which he was re¬ 
duced From Ur he difpatrhed meffengers into Illyricum 
and Gaul, with the news of Julian’s death, and his own 
promotion. At the fame time he appointed Lucilianus, 
his father-in-law, commander in chief of the horfe and 
foot in Illyricum and Italy, and Malaricus general of the 
troops in Gaul, in the room of Joviiius. Then continuing 
his march, he entered the Roman tetritories at a place call- 

f Ammian. lib. xxlii. p. *40. S Z«f. p. 730. Buf. ibid. 

Greg. Naz. Oral. i». p, iiS. l> Airtutian. lib. Xhv. p. 301. & feq. 
Zof. lib. iiL p. 730. 
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ed Thifalphata, and was met by Procopius and Scbafllan,’ Jamian 
who commanded the army which Julian had left in Mcfo- pur/ues hU 
pocamia. The emperor received them in a very obliging i” 
manner, and foon after fent Procopius, who was Julian’s 
kinfman, to attend the corpfe of that prince to Tarfus, in 
the fuburbs of which city he was buried, purfuant to the 
• orders he had given before he expired. When the funeral 
ceremonies were over, Procopius privately withdrew from 
Tarfus ; and though diligent fearch was made after him in 
all parts of the empire, he never could be difcoveied, till 
be alTumed the purple in 365. trom Thifalphata the em¬ 
peror advanced to Nilibis ; but encamped without the walls^ 
though greatly importuned by the inhabitants to lodge in 
the palace. He was afliamed, fays Ammianus, to enter a 
city which he had Ripulated to deliver up to the enemy.- 
Next day Binefes, a Perfian lord of great diftinciifiun, who 
attended Jovian in the quality of a hoftage, demanded the 
city to be delivered up, purfuant to the articles of the 


treaty. 

The inhabitants ftrenuoufly endeavoured to divert the 
emperor from complying with his demand ; they carneflly 
iiitreated him to allow them to defend the place of their 
nativity, without putting the public to the lead: charge, tell¬ 
ing the emperor, that they were inured to the fatigues of a 
fiegc, and knew how to check the Perfian pride. But Jo- 
vian infilling upon complying with the treaty, and the oh- tTtiipfri 
ligation of his oath, Binefes was, by his order, admitted fiam, 
into the city, of which he took pofl'eflion in his mafter’s 
name, by fetting up the Perfian flandard. At the fame 
time the inhabitants were commanded to quit their native 
city, and retire with their effefts. This order occafioned 
the moft melancholy fight, fays Ammianus, the fun ever 
beheld '. Chryfoftom likcwife deferibes their departure in 
a very affeiSling manner''. But the emperor, alleging the 
fanidity of his oath, M'as deaf to their cries, intreaties, andi 
lamentations ; fo that the city was evacuated in three days, 
every one curfing, as they departed, a peace which had 
proved more fatal to them than the moft bloody wars. All 
the roads were crowded with thefe forlorn exiles, loaded 
with what they could carry ; but greatly grieved for the 
lofs of many valuable things, which, for want of convex 
nieiu carriages, they had been obliged to abandon. Moft 
of tiiem retired to Amida, and were placed by the emperor 
in tlie fuburbs of tliat city, which, by this accellioii, re¬ 
paired all the Ioffes it had fuftained in the time ol Conftali-. 


* Aniniian. p. 304. 
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lius, alid, by degrees, became the metropolis of what re- 
fnained to the Romans in Mefopotamia He then conti¬ 
nued his march to Antioch, paffing through Edefla, where 
he teas on the twenty-feventh of S^tember, as appears 
from the date of one (rf his laws*. ZofimuS writes, that 
he was no-Whe‘re tw^Bved with the demonllrations of joy 
ufual on fuch occafions. 

During his fliort refidenee at Antioch, he revoked all the 
laws enafed by Jtilian againft the Chriftians, and reftored 
the Chrillian religion to its former luftre". He wrote to 
all the governors of provinces, ftriftly injoining them to 
ohferve, that they were notdifturbed in their ufual affem- 
Mics. He reftored to the churches, to the eccleGaftics, to 
the virgins and widows, all the privileges, immunities, and 
exemptions, which had been granted by Conftantine and 
his children, but lately revoked by Julian He likewife 
ordered the yearly allowance of corn, which had been given 
by Conflantiqc to the churches, for thefupportof the poor, 
to be continued ; but as the famine ftill raged, only the 
third part of Conftantlne’s donation could be fpared. Jovian 
promifed the other two parts as foon as the famine abated %• 
but he dying in the mean time, his fucceflbrs did not make 
good his promife j whence the churches henceforth receiv¬ 
ed only one third of what Conftantine had allotted f. Jovian 
likewife reftored the labarum, or the ftandard with the 
Crofs; and obliged Magnus, a comes or count, to rebuild 
at his own expence the church of Berytus, which, by his 
Order, had been burnt : the emperor had commanded his 
head to be cut off, but was with difticulty prevailed upon by 
his friends to pardon him. As in Julian’s time feveral 
facred virgins had married, fome by choice, others by con- 
ftraiiit, Jovian, by a law addreli'ed to the prefeft Salluftius 
Secundus, declares thofe guiltyof death, who fliall mention 
marriage to the facred virgins, or utter a fingle word in theij 
prcfencc repugnant to the rules of modefty 

Jovian not only efpoufed the caufe of the Chriftians 
againft; the Pagans, but that of the orthodox believers 
againft the Arians ; for, by the firft: law he publiftied after 
he had entered the Roman dominions, he commanded the 
churches to be every-where reftored to thofe W'ho had in¬ 
violably adhered to the faith of the council of Nice, and 
recalled all the bilhops who had been banifhed on that 
fcore, and Athanalius in particular, to whom he wrote 

I Zof. p. 7JJ. Chron. Alex. p. 696. nCod. Theod. Cbron. 
p. 67. " Ruf. lib. xi. cap. *. p. 177. “ Soz. lib. »i. 

cap. 3. p. 640. r Theod. lib. i. cap. to. p. 59X, A lib. tv. p €64. 

1 Soz. p. 64a. 
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with his t)\vn hand a very friendly letter', which has reach- 
ed our times Pome time after he addrefied a fecond lettcf 
defiring Athatiafius to draw op and fend him a rule of 
faith, by which he might regulate his belief in the great 
variety of opinioits that prevailed then in the church. 
Athanafius readily complied with the emperor’s requeit, 

“and fent him a creed, or rule of faith, fuppofed to be that 
which ftill paffes under his riame, approved of and fub- 
fcribed by all the bifliopS of Egypt Jovian fobft after in¬ 
vited Athanafius to court, received him, upon his arrival 
at Antioch, with the grcateft demohftrations of efteem; 
often conferred with him touching the articles of religion 
then in debate, and was thoroughly confirmed in the doc¬ 
trine defined and eftablifhed by the council of Nice". Aftet* 
thefc conferences, Athanafius took his leave of the cmpe-» 
ror, and returned to his diocefe. 

Jovian, after a ihort ftay at Antioch, proceeded to Con- HefeU eut 
ftantinople, though the winter was already far advanced, to /"■ C»«* 
prevent the diflurbances, which he had reafon to apprehend 
in the Weft. As he pafifed through Tarfus in Cilicia, he 
ordered fome ornaments to be added to the tomb of Ju¬ 
lian ( on which account he is cenfured by fome Chriftian 
writers From Tarfus he proceeded to Tyana in Cappa¬ 
docia, where he was informed, that Malaricus, whom he 
had appointed general of the troops in Gaul, having de¬ 
clined that poll, Lucillianus, the emperor’s father-in-law, 
and general of the troops in Illyricum and Italy, had haften- 
ed into that country; that, taking upon him to examine the 
accounts of fome oificers, one of them, confeious of his 
frauds, had fled for proteflion to the Batavians who ferved 
in the Roman army ; and by perfuading them, that Julian 
was ftill alive, had fo incenfed them againft Lucillianus as A tumnh 
a traitor, that in a tumult they killed him and a tribune 
named Seniauchus, whom he had taken into Gaul. Va- 
lentinian, afterwards emperor, but then only tribune, and 
one of the attendants of Lucillianus, fortunately efcaped the 
fame fate. This tumult, which happened at Rheims, did 
not prevent the troops in Gaul, nor their general Jovinus, 
from declaring for Jovian, and proclaiming him emperor. 

They even fent deputies, to congratulate him upon his pro¬ 
motion, arfd acquaint him, that they were ready to obey his 

' Theodor, lib. iv. cap. i. p, £6i. Greg, lJa2. p. 394. Socrat. 
p. 202. • Athan. toiH. ii. p. 33, 34. • Ruf. lib. ai. cap. t. 

p. 177. 0 Theodor, lib. iv. cap. 3. p. 661^664. Epiphan. 

cap. 10. p, 7.1G. Soz. lib- Vi. cap. j. p. 641. a* Socrai. lib. iii. 

cap. 26. p. lej. Baron. Sd Ann. 3S4. 
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commands. The deputies met the emperor at Afpona m 
Galatia, who received them in a very kind manner, and 
continued Jovinus in the poft of general, urging him hot to 
fuffer the death of Lucillianus to pafs unrevenged. 

From Afpona, Jovian purfued his journey to Ancyra, the 
metropolis of Galatia, where he took upon him his firfl: 
confulHiip. We have obferved above, that he had chofen 
his father for his colleague } but he dying in the mean 
time, he nominated his own fon, whom, though thrti only 
an infant, he didinguiflied with the title of nobiliflimus, or 
mod noble *. Jovian, hadcning to Condantinoplc, left 
Ancyra, and continued his journey, though the cold was 
then fo fevere and intenfe, that feme of his retinue died on 
the road.. Upon his arrival at Dadadana, a town on the 
borders of Gallatia and Bithynia, he was met by Thc- 
midius, and other perfons of didiniSlion, font by the fenatc 
of Condantinople to attend him. But before he left that 
place, he was found dead in his bed, on the fixteenth or 
icventeeiith of February of the year 364, after he had lived 
thirty-three years, and reigned feven moiitlts and twenty 
days (QJ. Jovian is greatly celebrated by all the ecclefiadic 
writers, among whom Theodoret fays, that Heaven railed 
him to the fovercignty to reward, even in his life, his vir¬ 
tue ; but that the world did not deferve to enjoy fo great a 
blefllng long r. 

» Ammian. lib. xxv. p. 306, 307. Zof. p. 733 Zonar. p. 
y Theodor, lib. iv. cap. 4. p. 664, 665. 


(QJ His fudden death gave 
occafion to various reports. 
Some afcribe it to the damp- 
nefs of his cli.nuibcr, which had 
been newly plaiftcred ; others 
fay, he was uifled with the va¬ 
pours of charcoal placed in the 
room to dry it. Some w’rite, 
that he died of a forfeit; others, 
that his death was owing to 
poironous mulhrooms. Socrates 
fays, he was carried off by an 
obftrudfion ; and Chryfoftom, 
that he was either poifoned or 
murdered by his guards. Am- 
mianus likewife believed, that 
he died a violent death ; for he 
-compares his end with that of 


Scipio jEmiliaiuis, who was 
Arangled in his bed; and arlds, 
that no inquiry was made after 
the death of either (I). But Jo¬ 
vian had not yet udended any 
man ; nor does it appear, that 
he had any enemies, except 
perhaps Procopius, who took 
no advantage of his death, nor 
even flicwed himfelf on that 
oecafion. The body of the 
deceafed empemr was carried 
to Cundanriiiople, and there 
interred with the ufual folemni- 
ty in the church of the Apoflles, 
where his tomb was to be feen 
many years after (?). 


(1) A'nm's"- P- (*) Philo#, lib, viii. p. 113, 

Pu Cange Urb. ConlUnt. Defeript. lib. iv. p. sio. 
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Jovian heing deadj ihe chief officers, both civil and mi¬ 
litary, alTembled to choofe a new emperor; when fame 
propofed Equitius, tribune of the firft company of the (hicld- 
men of the emperor’s guard; and others Januaries, a kinf- 
man of the deceafed emperor, at that time commaniler of 
the troops in Illyricum : but the former was rejedted on 
Account of his morofe and ruftic temper, and the latter be- 
caufe he was at too great a diftance. At length, after an 
inter-regnum of nine or ten days, Valentinian was, by uni- 
verfal confent, chofen emperor; which unanimity Ammia- 
nus aferibes to a particular infpiration from Heaven*. The 
prefeft Salluftius becundus, Arintheus one of the generals 
of the army, Dagalaiphus general of the horfe, and Datia- 
nus a patrician, who had been conful in 358, are faid to 
have been the chief authors of his eledlion The latter 
had been left by Jovian on account of his old age, and the 
feverity of the winter, in Galatia ; whence he wrote to the 
army, advifing them to choofe Valentinian, as a man pro¬ 
perly qualified for that high flation. This elcffion was 
made at Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, whither the army, 
after the death of Jovian, had removed from Dadaftana*”. 

Valentinian was the fon of Gratianus, a native of Cibale 
in Pannoiiia, of obfeure origin : but Gratianus himfelf be¬ 
ing admitted into the army on account of his extraordinary 
ftrength, and great addrefs at all manner ofexercifes, raifed 
himfelf to the dignity of count of Africa; of which honour¬ 
able employment he was afterwards deprived, upon a fuf- 
picion of having imbezzled the public money. However, he 
was many years after appointed commander of the troops 
in Britain ; in which office he acquitted himfelf with great 
reputation. On his return, he withdrew to his cllate in 
the country, leading a retired life, till it was coiififcatcd by 
Conftantius, incenfed ngainft him for having entertained 
Magnentius as he palfed by his feat, with a defign to ufurp 
the empire. But he continued, notwlthftanding his dif- 
grace, to be greatly beloved and revered by the army"; and 
the eftcem and affeflion they had for the father did not a 
little contribute to the promotion of the fon. Ihe fenate 
of Conftantinople decreed him a ftatue in the beginning of 
the reign ofValens''. We do not find, that he had any 
other children befides Valentinian and Valcns, who are 
fuppofed to have been both born in the city of Cibale, the 
birth-place of their father. The former is llylcd on fomc 

* Ammian. lib. »xvi. p. 310. • Pbilnllorg. lib. viii. cap. K. 

p. 113. ^ Ammi/in. ibid. « Via, Epit. 54-5. ^ Theo- 

dorct. p. 171. Themill. Oral. vi. p. 81. 
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*lie twenty-eighth of the fame month, and removed to Con- 
ftantinople. His march was very expeditious ; for he made 
his public entry into Nicomedia on the firft of March, and 
created his brother Valcns prxfetlus ilabuli, with the title of 
tribune; and, after his arrival at Conftantinople, declared him 
his colleague in the empire on the twenty-eighth of March, 
according to the moll probable opinion. This ceremony 
performed at a place called Hebdomon, or the Seventh, 
becaufe it was feven miles diflant from Conllantinople. 
Some time after both princes were feized with a violent fe¬ 
ver, which was aferibed to the magical pradlices of Juiian's 
friends, efpecially of the philofophers Maximus and Prif- 
cus, who were apprehended, with many others, and car,- 
ried in chains to Conflantinople. Prifeus was foon dif- 
charged; but Maximus, who was univerfally hated, and 
fuppofed to have excited Julian againlt Valentinian, on 
account of his zeal for the Chrillian religion, was con¬ 
demned to pay a heavy fine, and to remain in prifon till he 
had paid it. Many eminent perfons were accufed on this 
occafion ; but the prefecl Salluftius Secundus, with his 
ufual addrefs, prudence, and humanity. Hilled fuch accu- 
fations, and put an end to all farther enrjuiries p. The two 
emperors were no fooner recovered, than they left Con¬ 
llantinople, and pairing through Adiianople, arrived at 
Philippopolis, whence they proceeded to Sardica, and 
from that city to Naiffus in Dacia, where they were on the 
third of June : they feem to have continued till about the 
eighteenth of the fame month, partly at Naill'us. partly at 
a caflle named Mediana, about three miles from that city ’. 

As the empire was threatened with a general invalion 
from the barbarous nations that furrounded it, Valentinian, 
the better to make head againll them, divided the pro¬ 
vinces between himfelf and bis brother. He accordingly 
made this famous partition at Mediana, committing the 
£aft, comprehending all Alla, with I-gypt and'I hrace, to 
the government of Valens ; and referving to hipifelf Illyri- 
cum, Italy, Gaul, .Spain, Britain, and Africa. After this 
partition both princes repaired to Sirmiuni, where they 
parted, Valentinian for Milan, and Valens for Conllantir 
nople^ In the mean tirne the Barbarians burll into the 
pmpire from all quarters, the Germans into Gaul and Pchse- 
tia, the Sarmatians and Q^adi into Pannonia, the Pidls, 
Saxons, Scots, and Attacoltj into Britaip, and the AHut 
flans, and other Moorilh nations, into Africa. But the 

p Zof. lib iy. p. 755. funap. cap. 5, p. Ii, S3, 4 Acnmian. 

jib. xxvi. p. 315. Cod. TheodoH Chron. p. $9. ' Ap|;n)iap. lit>. 

xzvi. p, 31 Cod. Tlieodof. Cbroii. p. 69, 70. 
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latter province was not fo much harafled by the Barbarians' 
as by Romanus, who had been appointed by Jovian to pro- 
teft it ; for the Afturians had in his reign made frequent 
inroads intol^ibya Tripolitana, and the neighbouring coun¬ 
tries. Romanus fiirpafled the Barbarians themfdves in op- 
preil^g and pillaging that unhappy province, and even rc- 
to march againft the enemy, who, roving up and 
down the country, committed dreadful ravages. He de¬ 
clined this fervice becaufe the inhabitants would not com- 
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ply with his exorbitant demands; for he required, befidcs 
immenfe fums, four thoufand camels, without which, he 
fviid, he could not take the field. The Africans, finding RomanuM 
they received no proteQion from Romanus, charged the 
deputies, whom they fent with the ufual prefents to Va- 
lentinian upon his acceffion to the empire, to lay before the cemmaad. 
new emperor the mifcrable Rate of their country; which 
they did accordingly, offering to prove the particulars con¬ 
tained in the memorial which they prefented to the empe¬ 
ror; but Remigius, who was then magifter officiorum, and 
fliared with Romanus, his kinfman and confidant, the fpoils 
of the province, by reprefenting things in a quite different 
light, managed his friend’s caufe with fo much art and ad- 
drefs, that the emperor, not knowing whom to believe, 
referred the matter to a farther enquiry; which, by the in¬ 
trigues of Remigius, was eafily put off from time to time. 
However, they prevailed upon the emperor to give the 
command of the troops to Ruricius, governor of Libya Tri¬ 
politana ; but, by the interell of Remigius, it was foon 
after reltored to Romanus. Mean while the Afturians 
aflembled in greater numbers than ever, and laid wafte the 
fruitful territories of Leptis and Oea ; from which cities, 
and that ofSebrata, the province is faid to have been nam¬ 
ed Tripolis, that word importing three cities. As Roma¬ 
nus continued the whole time unconcerned and inaflive, 
the Barbarians fcoured the country without the Icaft oppo- 
fition, ravaged it in a moft dreadful manner, put many 
perfons of all ranks to the fword, took an incredible num¬ 
ber of prifoners, and had even the confidence to befiege 
Leptis, a ftrong and populous city, which however they 
were not able to reduce. 

The noife of thefe devaftations reaching the emperor’s pJEidius 
ears, he difpatchcd Palladius to pay the troops their at- ftat to in. 
rears, and bring him a true account of the ftate of the pro- 
vince. Romanus being immediately acquainted by his 
friend Remigius with the errand on which Palladius was 
fent, perfuaded the principal officers of the army, with 
whom he maintained a good underllanding, to prefeiit Pal¬ 
ladius, 
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iadivSy whom he reprefented as a man of great authority at 
court, with a conflderable fliare of the money brought to 
pay them. Palladius accepted the prefent, and proceeded 
to Leptis, where he heard the complaints of the inhabitants, 
^nd was conduced to view the country, that he might be 
an eye-witnefs of the miferable condition to which ft was 
feduced, and of the dreadful havock the Barbarians' A«.^ 
made, without being in, the leaft curbed or rellrained. 
Palladius, at that Gght, could not help exclaiming againll 
Romanus, telling him, in plain terms, that he would ac¬ 
quaint the emperor with his unaccountable condudt, and 
upbraided him with his cruelty and avarice. But Romanus 
He is gain- foon Hopped his mouth, by charging him, in his turn, 
jlX- ^ converting to his private ufe the money with which 

ffc-nr entrufted to pay the foldiers, and threatening to 

inform the emperor how he had betrayed his truft. This 
threat foantimidaied Palladius, that he agreed with Roma¬ 
nus to conceal the whole from the emperor, whom accord¬ 
ingly heaffured on his return, that the city of Leptis, and 
the Tripolitan province, complaiiied without reafon ; a re¬ 
port which was believed, Palladius being generally elteem- 
ed a man of integrity, and above bribery and corruption. 
The emperor was fo far milled, and fo Diamefully inipofed 
upon, that be ordered him into Africa to try and punilh 
the authors of the fuppofed calumnies and falfc charges 
brought againll Romanus. In the difeharge of this fcan- 
dalous office, he tampered fo artfully with the inhabitants 
of Leptis, that they difowned the complaints which Jovi- 
nus, one of their deputies, had exhibited before the em¬ 
peror in their name, maintaining, that they had given him 
no fuch cotnmiffion, Jovinus himfelf, to gain the favour 
gf Palladius and Romanus, aitd avoid the danger that 
Hisaeea- threatened him, owned that he had made a falfe report to 
the emperor; who thereupon ordered him to be put to 
‘ ■ de^lb, with fpme of the chief citizens of Leptis, and the 
governor Ruricius, who had confirmed the truth of the iu- 
formatioDS brought againll Romanus. The latter was ex¬ 
ecuted at Stephse in Mauritania, and the others at Utica. 
£re£lbius and AriHgmenes, two other citizens of Leptis, 
who had complained of Romanus, were condemned to have 
their tongues cut out: but they found means to make their 
efcape, arid lay concealed till the reign of Gratian, when 
this feene of iniquity was difeovered'. 

In the; foHowig year, 565, both princes entered upon 
tbeir firil eonfuHhip, the one at Milan, the other at Con- 

> Anniun- lib. azvi. p- 31$, & lib. xxvii. p. 347—jto. 
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ftantinople. Valentinian continued at Milan till the mohtti Vr. of FI. 
of Auguft, and afterwards vifited Verona, Aquileia, and 1815. 
Luceria. From Italy he paffbd into Gaul, and was either A- 365- 
at, or near Paris, in the latter end pf Oftoher, when he 
received certain intelligence that the Germans had made 7-*, c?r- 
an irruption into that province, and that Procopius had re- mans break 
the Eaft. Of the latter we fliall fpeak in the 
reign of Valens. As for the Germans, they had fent ara- 
ball'adors to congratulate Valentinian on his accedion to ths 
empire ; but Urfacius, then magider officiorum, having 
received them in a v6ry contemptuous manner, and iliN 
niifled them with inconiiderable prefents, they had throwm 
them away with fcorn and indignation, and, upon their re¬ 
turn, urged their countrymen to take arms and revenge the 
affront. They broke therefore into Gaul, and laid wafta 
the country bordering on the Rhine. Valentinian difpatch- 
ed Dagalaiphus againft them, and advanced in perfon as far 
as Rheims to fupport him. But the Germans retiring at but retire 
his approach, he returned to Paris, and took up his winter- 
quartersHe propofed to return into Illyricum to make . 

head againft the rebel Procopius ; but his friends, and the „r. ^ 
deputies of all the cities in Gaul earneftly intreating him 
not to leave that province expofed to the inroads of the 
Germans, he complied with their requeft, confidering, fays 
Ammianus Maruellinus, that Procopius was only an enemy 
to his family, whereas the Germans were declared ene¬ 
mies to the whole Roman empire. Being therefore re- 
folved not to leave Gaul, he difpatched Neotherius, at that 
time only a notary, but afterwards conful, into Africa, to 
prevent Procopius from making himfelf mafter of that pro¬ 
vince i and at die fame time enjoined Equitius to cover 11- 
lyricum, and watch the motions of the ufurper on that lide. 

1 he next confuls were Gratian and Dagalaiphus: the Vr. of FI. 
latter was general of the horfe, and had been comes donief- 
ticorum under Julian: his name feems to import, that he u"c 
was by birth a Barbarian. His colleague w^as the fon of ' ' _ 

the emperor Valentinian, and then an infant; whence in ‘TheBo- 
the dates of the laws enafled this year he is marked thus, mmnt dt- 
NB. P. that is, Nobliffimus Puer. The Germans, who ^ 
had invaded Gaul the preceding year, and retired at the 
approach of the emperor, now returned, and having paffed 
the Rhine on the ice, defeated the Romans in a pitched 
battle, took the ftandards of the Batavians and Heruli, and 
killed the two counts Charietto and Severianus, who com- 
tpanded the Roman forces “. When this battle was fought. 


'fod. Theodot Chron. p. 75. 
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Va^entian was at Paris, whence he immediately difpatched 
Dagalaiphus,' to prevent the. evil confequences that were 
likely to attend the defeat of the other generals. Dagalai- 
phus, pretending he had not fufficient ftrength to engage 
the enemy, who were difperfed about the country in great 
bodies, did not even attempt to reltrain them. H-e was , 
therefore recalled; and Jovinus, general of the trottf^-r' ' 
Gaul, who was appointed in his room, gained a complete 
Tifloryover the Germans. The public joy for the happy 
fucceues of this glorious campaign, was greatly heightened 
by the arrival of melTengers from Valens, with the head of 
Procopius, killed in Afia on the twenty-feventh of May. 
Valentinian had returned to Rheims on the twenty-feventh 
of November, and appears to have continued there all the 
winter. 

The next confuls were Lupicinus and Jovinus, both ge¬ 
nerals, the former under Valens in Syria, and the latter 
under Valentinian in Gaul. All the laws of this year, to 
the third of June, are dated from Rheims; a plain proof 
that the emperor continued there till that time : one dated 
thelixth of Augufl wa.s enadled at Nemoelia, a place in the 
neighbourhood of Rheims *. From Nemoelia the emperor 
removed to Amiens. He was probably confined fo long at 
Rheims by a violent difbemper with which he was ftized 
this year. As his recovery was defpaired of, the great 
officers of the court began to form cabal.s, and to think of 
naming a fucceflor. The chief candidates for the imperial 
dignity were Rufticus Julianus and Severu.s, both dreaded 
on account of their feverity and rigour, but the former 
much more than the latter; he afterward.s betrayed a molt 
cruel and favage temper when he was proconful of Africa. 
Severus was, in the judgment of Ammianus, in every re- 
fpeft preferable to Julianus*. 

But the emperor’s unexpefled recovery defeated the 
hopes and intrigues of the courtiers; for he, being probably 
informed of what had been tranfadted, refoUed to prevent 
any farther difputes, by raifing his Ibn Graiian to the em¬ 
pire. Having therefore privately gained the foldiery, he 
alTembled them in the neighbourin'od of Amiens ; and, 
with their confent atid approbation, declared him his col¬ 
league in the empire, veiling him with the purple and 
other cnGgns of fovereignty, amidfl the loud acclamations 
of the multitude i’. Gratian was created emperor on the 
twenty-fourth of Anguft, 367, at the city of Amiens, for 

V Cod. Theodor. Chron. p. 77, 79. v Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 
j4a, r 2 ar. lib. iv, p. 74a. Swr. lib,iv. “cap. i(, p. >19. 
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which he is faid to have ever fliewn a vety particular regard: 
be was then about eight years old, having been born in 
359, on the eighteenth of April, or, as others aflert, on 
the twenty-third of May. About the clofe of this year the 
city of Mentz was unexpectedly attacked, taken, and plun- 
dere^» 1 jy Rhanclo, one of the princes of the Alemans, 
•sJairethe emperor, fays Ammianus, was employed in fomc 
other expedition *, but in what expedition we are not in¬ 
formed. Valentinian, foon after the promotion of Gratian, 
left Amiens, and repaired to Treves, in which city he 
palTed the winter *. In the courfe of this year the Piet* 
and Scots broke into the Roman territories, but were re- 
pulfed by Theodofius, father to the emperor of that name, 
as well as the Franks and Saxons, who had broken into 
Gaul; and it was probably on account of the advantage* 
gained on this occafion that Valentinian aflumed the title 
of the conqueror of the Franks, which is given him in an 
in feription of the year 369 Ammianus, among the other 
tranfaiftions of this year, relates feveral inftances of the ex- 
ceflive feverity and injullicc of Valentinian, who had hi¬ 
therto, with great hypocrify, concealed the cruelty of his 
temper. He 'condemned Diodes, who had been comes 
largitionum in Illyricum, to be burnt alive for very incon- 
liderable faults; and ordered Diodorus, who had been 
agens in rebus, to be put to death, with three apparitors 
of the vicar of Italy, on pretence that Diodorus had com¬ 
menced a fuit againft a count, who was going to court, 
and the apparitors had, purfuant to their office, fummoned 
him to appear. The memory of Diodorus, and the three 
apparitors, is Hill honoured, fays Ammianus, by tlie Chrif- 
tians at Milan, who ftyle the place where they were buried 
the Innocents ^ To this event probably the qutellor Eu- 
phraxius alluded, when, upon the emperor’s commanding 
another perfon to be flain for cauGng the fentence of a law¬ 
ful judge to be executed, he told him, that the Chrillian 
religion honoured thofe as martyrs, whom he condemned 
as guilty. St. Jerom tells us, that this year, in the country 
of the Atrebates, now the Artois, wool fell from heaven 
mixed with rain OroCus adds, that it was true wool' ( 
and Buchcrius, that fome of it is Hill to be fecn at Arras, 
where it is called manna ^ 

In the following year the two emperors, Valentinian and 
Valens, were confuls for the fecoi^d time. 'Ihe former 

^ Ammi.m. lib. xxvii. p. 319, » Ci d Theodor Chron. p. Bi. 

Valef. Rer, Fran. I1I1. i. 0. 46. c .^intnian. lib. xxvii. p. 545. 

* Hier. Chron. ad Ann. 367, 'Oiof. lib-vii cap j*. p. »>*. 

* iiuch Btrig. p. ]49. 
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Vftaaed feverid eSCcJIent laws j and, among the reft, one 
cdmmaddiiig all adrocates, or lawyers, to forbear, in plead¬ 
ing, abufive terms and irtvedives, and to content thcm- 
felaes with fuch fees as their clients lhall be pleafed to give 
them, without making any previous bargain or agreement''. 
By another law he enabliQies a pbytician in eachl^fthe 
fourteen quarters, into which the city of Rome was 
ed, who was to take care of the poor, and be maintained 
at the public eapencci By this law the phyfician is allowed 
to accept what his patient (hould think lit to give him, 
when entirely recovered, but not what he had profnifed 
during his illnefsBy a third law he commands fome 
foldicrs to remove from a fynagogue, where they Were 
quartered, that being contrary to the refped due to a place 
^dkated to the worfhip of God. Valcniinian entering the 
territories of the Alemans, defeated them with great daugh¬ 
ter, and employed the greater part of the following year in 
fortifying the banks of the Rhine, as appears from feveral 
laws of different dates enaded at Marciaticum, which nioft 
geographers take to be Manheim, at Altrip between Man- 
heim and Spire, and at Brifac. 

At this period, the emperor caufed feveral fenatofs, go¬ 
vernors of provinces, judges, and other officers, to be con¬ 
demned for receiving bribes, and oppreffing the people 
committed to their care, and among the reft the eunuch 
Rbodanus, his chief chamberlain, whom, upon the com¬ 
plaint of a widow named Berenice, whofc eftate the eunuch 
had feized unjuftly, he caufed fo be immediately appre¬ 
hended, and to be burnt alive in the circus, where the peo- 
pk ware affembled to behold the fports The next con- 
fuls were the two emperors Valentinian and Valcns, both 
the third time. The former continued all the year 370, aS 
appears from feveral laws, dated partly at Treves, partly at 
Alteia, which is fuppofed to have been an imperial palace 
or cOuntry-fcat noar that city. In an infeription of this 
year, which is Hill to be feen at Vienna in Auftria, we read 
that Equitius, general of the troops in Illyricum, erected by 
the emperor’s orders a fort in that country ; and from an¬ 
other infeription of the following year, found near Strigo- 
nium or Gran in Lower Hungary, it appears, that another 
fort was built by his command in that neighbourhood, for 
prote£ling the trade carried on by the fubjcfts of the em¬ 
pire in thok parts. The emperor likewife built a bridge 
this year over the Tiber at Rome, which was then called 

X Cod. Theodof. lib.ii. tit. 10. leg. ii. p. 140. & Cod. Juft. lib. ii. 
tit. 6. leg. 6. p. ,87. i Ibid. lib. xiii. tit. 3. leg S. p. 34, ^Zo- 
nar. p. z6. Chi'on. Alex. p. 709. Suid. p. 706, 707. , .. 
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tlie trldg* of Gratinn, afterwards the bridge Ceftius, and is 
by the prefent inhabitants ftyled Pontodi S. Bartolomeo, of 
the bridge of St. Bartholomew, being near the porch of St. 
Bartholomew’s church'. This year is remarkable in hif- 
tory for an irruption of the Saxons, who, ifthabitiiig tht 
the ocean amongft inacceiTible marlhes, left 
tiKt^ounuy in great numbers, and landing on the Rxmiin 
territories, committed dreadful ravages, but were almoft to 
a man treacherouily cut off by the Romans. 

The Burgundians, amounting to eighty thoufand fight* 
ing men, appeared on the banks of the Rhine, invited by 
Valentinian, who maintained a private intelligence with 
their kings, and had promifed to pafs the Rhine, and, in 
conjunftion with them, fall upon the Alemans, with whom 
they were then at variance on account of feme falupits. 
But the emperor being buGed in building the above men¬ 
tioned forts, and not willing to interrupt that work, and 
join them, as he had promifed, they put all the prifoners 
they had taken to the fword, and returned to their own 
country, highly enraged againit the emperor, by whom they 
had been thus difappointed and deluded"'. However, 
Theodofius, general of the horfe, to which poll he had been 
raifed for his gallant and prudent condufl in Britain, tak¬ 
ing advantage of the confternation the Alemans were in, 
made an irruption into their country, and returned with a 
confiderable number of captives, to whom the emperor al¬ 
lotted lands and fettlements on the banks of the Po. Am- 
mianus gives us a pathetic account of the horrible cruelties 
pradifed this year at Rome by Maximinus, or, as others 
llyle him, Maximus, a man of a mod inhuman and favage 
temper. He was brother-in-law to Valentine, or Valenti¬ 
nian, who attempted to ufurp the fovercigniy in Britain ; 
but neverthelefs of a mean defeent, and by birth a Barba¬ 
rian. However, he raifed himfclf to the firft employments 
in the date. He was fird appointed governor of Corfica 
and Sardinia, and afterwards of Tufeia or Tufcany. From 
the latter government he was preferred to the honourable 
employment of prsefedus annonse at Rome, whofe province 
it was to fupply the city with provifions; which office he 
performed at fird with great prudence and "moderation, but 
in the end betrayed a mod cruel, inhuman, and ret'cngeful 
temper. Chilo, who had been vidar to the ptefefbs, and 
his wife Maxima, having accufed Sericus, Afbolius, and 
Campciifis, three perfons of mean condition, before Oly- 
brius, prefeft or governor of the City, for having, by magi- 
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tal practices and enchantments, endeavoured to take awa/ 
their lives, Olybrius began to inveftigate this matter; but 
he fajling lick, the complainants impatient of delay, peti¬ 
tioned and obtained, that the caufe might be referred to the 
prsefeCtus annonse, who readily undertook it, glad of any 
opportunity that offered to fatisfy his cruel dirpofiti&rv He 
had fcarce begun his examinations, when he wrote hn-the 
emperor, that innumerable perfons were guilty of magical 
practices, but could not be conviCled without racks and tor¬ 
tures. Upon this information, the emperor, who was him- 
felf naturally inclined to cruelty, appointed Maximinus vi¬ 
car to the prefects in the room of Aginacius, and ini- 
powered him to put fuch perfons, if thought neceflary, to 
the rack, as had been by other princes exempted on ac¬ 
count of their rank, or only fubjeCted to it in cafes of trea- 
fon. With Maximinus he joined in commiffion Leo, at 
that time only a notary, but afterwards raifed to the dig¬ 
nity of magilter officiorum. He was a Pannonian, of mean 
parentage, but no lefs blood-thirlty, according to Ammia- 
nus. than his colleague Maximinus 

Thefe two implacable jndges performed their commiffion 
with that cruelty peculiar to their cliaraClcrs : perfons of all 
ranks and ages were dragged to their tribunal, tortured 
without merey, and either executed like public malefaftors, 
or (tripped of their eftates, and driven intoexile. Among 
the former were Marinas, a famous pleader, Cethegus, Pa- 
phius, and Cornelius, all three fenators, and many other 
eminent perfons of both fexes. Alypius, a young nobleman 
of great diftinCtion, was, for a very fmall fault, baniffied, 
Lollianus, the fon of Lampadius, who had been governor 
of Rome in 306, and prsefeClus prsetorio under Conffantiiis, 
being accufed of having copied, when he was very young, 
a book of magic, his father, finding Maximinus inclined 
to condemn him to banifhment, advifed him to appeal to 


the emperor; which he did accordingly: but Valentiniaii 
having referred the caufe to Phalangus, governor of Bs- 
tica, who furpaffed Maximinus himfclf in barbarity, tlie 
youth was fentenced to death, and publicly beheaded. As 
Maximinus continued exterminating without diftinCHon of 
fex, age, or condition, the fenate dilpatched deputies to the 
emperor, Carneftly entreating him, as he tendered the lives 
of his innocent fubjedfs, to revoke the power given to Ma¬ 
ximinus. Valentinian complied with their requell; a cir- 
pumllance which terminated for the prefent thofe bloody 
executions. Maximinus was called to court, and received 


■ Ammian, lib. xxviii. p. jjli—360, St feq. 
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with great marks of eftcem and alFedfion by the emperor, 
who two years after created him prefeft of Gaul, in which 
office he continued at lead three years; but was foon after 
executed by Gratian; with fome of the minifters of his 
cruelty. 

Thfj'ftTlowing year, when Gratian and Sex- Pctronius Yr, of FI. 
Prcous were confuls, the emperor enadled feveral remark- *811. 
able laws; among the reft one dated the clevepth of Fc- 
bruary, and addrcfled to Viventius prefedl of Gaul, import- ‘ 
ing, that fuch players and comedians as fhould have re- 
ceived at the point of death the facrament of baptifm, enaSfedhy 
fhould not be obliged, if they recovered, to adl again on Valtnti- 
theftage". From this law it appears, that the profeffion 
of a player, always deemed infamous among the Romans, 
was, under the Chriftian princes, thought inconfiftent with 
Cliriftianity; and likcwife, that it was not free and volun¬ 
tary, but fervile and hereditary in certain families. By an¬ 
other law, dated the feventh of September, the emperof 
declares, that the daughters of players fhall not be obliged 
to follow the profeffion of their mothers, if they have be* 
haved in any other calling fo as to deferve a good cha* 
radler. By a third law, dated the twenty-ninth of May, and 
addrelTed to the fenate, he allows the free exercife of the 
Pagan religion ; and by a fourth, dated the twenty-eighth 
of June, feveral privileges are granted or reftored to the 
Pagan pontiffs, and the fame honour and refpeft is ordered 
to be paid to them as to the comites or counts. It is fur* 
prifing that an emperor, who is faid to have been not only 
an orthodox, but a zealous Chriftian, (hould have thus fa* 
voured the Pagan pontiffs and religion. By a law, dated 
the feventeenth of May, he exempts fuch as had been ad* 
mitted among the clergy before his time from all civil 
offices; but obliges the reft to difeharge them, notwith- 
ftanding the privileges and immunities granted by other 
princes to ecclefiaftics. All the laws enafted this year be* 
fore the twenty-eighth of June, are dated from Treves, 
whence he removed to Cantionacum, a place unknown to 
geographers, but which muft have been but at a fmall dif- 
tance from Treves, fince the emperor was in that city on 
the twenty-eighth of June, and the very next day at Can¬ 
tionacum, where he remained till the fifteenth of Auguft. 

On the fixtli of September be was at Mentz, probably on W# ai- 
his march into the country of the Alemans; for this year umpti to 
he undertook an expedition ^ainft them, hoping to fur* 
prife their king Macrianus. This gallant prince having re- 

t Cod. Theod. lib. xv. tit. 7. leg. i. p, 361, &req. 
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ceived timely notice of his approach, faved himfelf by 
flight; and the emperor, greatly enraged for his difappoint- 
ment, returned to Treves, after having defolated the 
country round Mentz belonging to the Alemans, called Bu- 
cinobantes, to whom he gave one of their own nation, 
named Fraomarius, for king, who foon after exchaB'^t.d his 
new dignity for the command of fome of his countrymen 
then quartered in Britain. Valentinian returned to Treves, 
with his two generals, Severus and Theodofius, on the 
fixth of December p. 'I’he next confuls were Modeltus and 
Arintheus, during whofe adminiflration nothing happened 
in the Welt, which authors have thought worthy of tranf- 
mitting to pofterity. From the dates of feveral laws, it ap¬ 
pears, that the emperor paffed the whole year, partly at 
Treves, and partly at Nazonacum, (Ituated at a fmall dif- 
tance from that city. 

The next confuls were Valentinian and Valens, both for 
the fourth time. This year Maximinus was created prefedb 
of Gaul; and the firfl; againfl whom he exerted his new 
authority, was a perfon guilty of as enormous crimes as 
himfelf, namely, Remigius, w'ho, being magifter ofliciorum, 
had fereened his kinfman Romanus from the punifliment 
dne to the many cruelties, murrlers, and extortions, which 
he had committed in Africa. I.iCo, upon his return from 
Rome, where he had been joined in commilfion with Maxi- 
minus, being raifed to the port of magifter ofliciorum, Re¬ 
migius. who held it before him, retired to his eflate in the 
neighbourhood of Mentz, his native city, to lead a retired 
life. But Maximiiius, defpiflng him when out of power, 
feized and tortured one of his donieftics, named Cxfarius, 
in order to make him difeover the evil pradtices of his ma- 
fter, and what funis he had received of Romanus to defend 
Remigiiu and fupport him at court. This particular Remigius no 
•nd Falla- fooner underflood, than, impelled by fear, he firangled 
himfelf, to avoid a public and more ignominious death v. 
^fRoma- Palladius, who had been no lefs guilty than Remigius, had 
nus,firan- been difgraced before, for fome other mifdemeanour, though 
gU them- he aferibed bis misfortune chiefly to his having impofed 
/elves. upon the emperor in an affair of fuch importance. Of this 

deceit Valentinian had fome fufpicion, and therefore order¬ 
ed him to be arretted; but while the foldiers who guarded 
him, were paffing the night (no doubt the eve of fome fefti- 
val) in a church, be followed the example of Remigius, by 
putting an end to his own life. Romanus hknfelf was then 

p Amoiian. lib. xxix. p. 397. gc.lib, xxx. p. 3.99. Ccxl. Theod. 
p. S9, Sc feq- 1 1bid. lib. xxx. p. 417. 
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untkr arreft, for having, by his unwarrantable conduCl, 
provoked Firmus, a Moorifli prince, to revolt. Theodofius, 
who was fcnt to fupprefs the rebellion, had feized Roma- 
nus, with all his domeftics and papers, atnong which were 
four, 4 -fome relating to the affair of Leptis. Upon this dif- 
covery, Palladius had been arrefted ; but both he and Re- 
migius having laid violent hands on themfelves, Romanua 
was fome time after fet at liberty, and the matter dropped 
for the prcfent, but refumed under Gratian, when Ro¬ 
manos was convifted of high mifdemeanours; neverthelefs, 
by the interelt of Merabaudus, he was allowed to plead his 
own caufc before the emperor. What was the iffue of this 
affair, we are no-where told. Firmus, whom we have 
mentioned above, was the fon of Nubel, the mofl: powerful 
of all the Moorifh princes, who confidered him, though 
fubjeff to the Romans, as their king and fovereign. Uc 
left feveral fons, and among the reft Firmus and Zamma. 

The latter being privately murdered by his brother Firmus, 
Romanus, with whom Zamma lived in great intimacy, to 
revenge the death of his friend, did all that lay in his power 
to incenfc the emperor againft Firmus, being affifted by his 
kinfman Remigius, then magiftcr officiorum. 

Firmus, apprifed of the danger that threatened him, and Firmus rt. 
no longer able to bear the haughty and infolent behaviour 
of RomaiiUs, and the officers of the army, refolved to arm ^ 
in his own defence. Accordingly, having animated the 
other Moorifli nations to (hake off the yoke under which 
they had long groaned, he affumed the purple, and the 
other enligns of royalty, with the title of king, a Romait 
tribune, who had taken part with him, laying his collar 
upon the head of the new king, inftead of a diadem''. Find¬ 
ing himfelf in a fhort time at the head of a confiderable 
body of Moors, who flocked to him from all quarters, he 
ravaged the provinces of Africa arid Mauritania without 
oppofition, and even furprifed Csefarea, noW Algier, the Tain Cr- 
mctropolis of Mauritania C-^farienfis, vtrhcre he found a /i*"**. and 
confiderable fum belonging to the treafury, left in the 
hands of the magiftrates of that city. The officers of the 
treafury fued the magiftrates for the money which had been 
intrufted with them; but were ordered by the emperor to 
drop the profeciition, Clemens, bifhop of the place, having 
prevailed upon him to iffue that order, which fared his 
Country from impending ruin *. 

' Ammian. lib. xxx. p. 4*9. Orof. lib. vii. tap. 33. Zof. libiiv.' 
p. 744. > Cod. Theod. tit. 6. p, 3X9. Symmach. fib. i. epift. 38. 
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Tlie emperor was no fooner informed of tlie revolt of 
Firmus, than he difpatchcd Theodofius, the beft general of 
his time againlt him, with the troops that were quartered 
in Pamionia and Upper Mcefia, and a detachment out of 
thofe that atteiideil the court. Theodofius embarked at 
Arles in the latter end of the year 372, or the beginning of 
37^, and having a favourable paffage, landed at a place 
called Igiigiianiim in Mauritania Sitifenfis. His firfl: care, 
upon his ariival, was to arreft Roinanus, who, by his 
haughty and arbitrary conduft, had forced the Moors to 
revolt. Firmus, in the mean time, hearing that fo renown¬ 
ed a commander was fent againlL him, began to defpair of 
fuccefs. He difpatched deputies to hendofius, declaring, 
tliat he had been forced to revolt;, that he did not pretend 
to juflify what he had done, but, on the contiary, was ready 
to fubmit, and quit the enfigns of royally, provided the 
emperor would forgive his palt conilucT:. Theodofius, think¬ 
ing it advifeable to admit of his fubmiffion and cxcufe, 
afl’ured him of his pardon, upon his delivering up fome of 
the chief men among the Moors, as hollages. This con¬ 
dition Firmus promifed to fulfil; but as he delayed from 
day to day the execution of his promlfe, Theodofius, fufpedl- 
iog his finrCrity, marched from Pancliariana, the place of 
the general rendezvous, to Tubnfuptius, in the neighbour¬ 
hood of mount Ferratus, where Mafeezel, brother to Fir¬ 
mus, lay encamped wdth a confiderable body of Moors. He 
was there met by a fecoml cmbally from Firmus; but as ■ 
the deputies brought no hoflagcs, he would not admit them 
to his prefctice, but fell uiiexpeifleilly upon the Tyudenfes 
anil M.vfinifl'enfes, two Moorifh nations, commanded by 
Mafeezel. Having defeated them with great flaughtcr, he 
ravaged the country, rafed the eaftle of Petra, which had 
been lately built, and reduced airollver fortrefs, wdiich he 
made choice of for a magazine, filling it with all forts of 
provifions, that he might be enabled, if neceffaiy, to pe¬ 
netrate farther into the country. 

In the mean lime Mafeezel, having rallied his broken 
forces, ventured a fecond engagement, in which he was 
attended with no better fuccefs than in the former, great 
numbers of his troops being cut off, and he himfelf with 
difficulty efcaping. In confcquence of thefe difafters, Fir¬ 
mus delivered the promifed lioftages, and fent with them 
fome bifliops to intercede with Theodofius in his behalf. 
The Roman general received them with the utmoft civility 
and refpeft. Upon their promifing, in the name of Firmus, 
that the booty and prifoners he had taken, ffiould be reflor- 
ed| and the Roman army fupplied with provifions, he 

granted 
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j^anteil a general pardon to him and his followers; which 
fu encouraged the Moor, that he came in perfon to'wait on 
Theodofius; and lamenting his folly and ralhnefs, promif- 
ed to make amends for both by his future conduft and fide¬ 
lity. Theodofius received him in the moll cordial manner 
gave Iw-all the encouragement he expefted or defired, and 
difmificd him, extremely pleafcd with his reception. Fii- 
mus, at his departure, left fome of his relations for ho- 
ftages ; and two days after furrendered to the Romans a 
place called Icofiujn, M'ith the prifoners, military enfigns 
and the booty he had taken. From thence Theodofius ad’ 
vanced to Tipafa, where he received the ambafladors of the 
Mazices, a nation inhabiting the eaftem parts of Maurita- 
Ilia Caefarienfis, who had joined Firmus in his rebellion. 

They came to fubmit in the name of the whole nation, and 
to implore pardon for their revolt; but Theodofius returned 
no other anfwer, than that their perfidy defei ved to be pu- 
nifhed with the utmofl feverity. 

From Tipafa he proceeded to Caifarea, now Algicr, 
which Firiims had taken in the beginning of the rebellion, 
and delivered up to he plundered by his foldiers. There hutpn- 
he received intelligence, that Firmus w-as preparing again par"for 
for war ; that he had never had any real intention of con- 
‘ eluding a peace wdtii the Piomans; and that he only watch¬ 
ed an opportunity of falling upon them to advantage. Up¬ 
on this intelligence, Theodofius, leaving at Cxfarea the 
firft and fecond legions, to repair the fortifications, and fe- 
cure it againft any farther attempts of the enemy, marched 
to Sugabarri, a town of Mauritania Caefarienfis, where he 
furprifed a Roman cohort, who had joined the rebels. Their 
tribunes he put to death ; but contented himfelf with con¬ 
demning the common foldiers to the meaneft offices in the 
army. From thence he advanced farther into the country. 

Having reduced Gaionatis and Tingitanum, two places of Tlmdtfiui 
great ftrength, he pafl'ed the mountain Ancorarius, and en- gain great 
tering the country of the Mazices, gained a fignal viddory 
over them. They made at firft a vigorous refiftance ; but hun^ede- 
were at length totally defeated, and almoft all put to the rattt. 
fword. Notwithftanding this vidfory, the Moors poured 
down upon him from all quarters in fuch multitudes, that 
he thought it prudent to retire, rather than to penetrate 
farther into the country, his army amounting only to three 
thoufand five hundred. The enemy, apprifed of his defign, 
not only harafled him inceflantly on his march, but by ftop- 
ping up all the pafles, cut off his retreat; infomucli that 
the whole army muft inevitably have periflied, had not the 
Moors unexpectedly fled, and left the pafles open, at the 

R 3 fight 
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fight of a great body of their own countrymen, who 
they miftook for a reinforcement coming to relieve Thcof 
dofius. The Romans having thus, by a happy miftakc, 
efcaped death or flavery, retired in good order to Muzuca-- 
num, and from thence to Tipata. There Theodofius, re-« 
fledting on the ppfture of his affairs, refolved to mtaage the 
war after another manner j and to try, whether he could, 
by menaces or promifes, prevail upon the nations in al¬ 
liance with Firmus to make a feparate peace, and deliver 
him up to the Romans. 

With this view he difpatched ambaffadors to the feveral 
nations that had joined him; a circumftance which Firmus, 
who was well acquainted with the fickle temper of the 
Firmus a- Moors, no fooner underltood, than, dreading the iffuc of 
basidonsjns negociations, he abandoned his army; and taking the 
ihe ^'^vantage of a dark night, retired privately to the mnun- 
Ifafimfis-, tains called Caprarienfes, which were deemed inacceffiblc. 

The multitude, llruck with amazement at his flight, foon 
difperfed ; and Theodofius, feizing their camp, made him- 
felf mailer of the neighbouring countries without the leall 
oppofition, appointing fuch governors, as had given him 
evident proofs of their fidelity. He then marched in puifuit 
of Firmus, who had taken refuge in the country of thelfa- 
flenfes. That warlike nation rcfufing to deliver him up, 
feveral battles’were fought, in one of which Mazaca, the 
brother of Firmus, was taken prifoner; but died the fame 
day of the wounds he had received. Evafius, a perfon of 
great authority among the Ifaflenfes, and his fon Florus, fell 
likewife into the hands of the Romans; and as they had 
been remarkably zealous in the caufe of Firmus, they were 
both, by Theodofius’s orders, burnt alive. The Romans, 
overpowered with numbers, were often reduced to great 
tvAo are diflrefs; but having at length utterly defeated the enemy in 
a battle which Jailed from morning to night, feme nations, 
ee ojus. joined the Ifaflenfes, began to be weary of the 

war, and defert their alliance. Igmazen, prince of the 
country, finding himfelf abandoned by his allies, and in no 
condition to make bead againfl the Romans with his own 
forces only, privately agreed with Theodofius to betray 
Fivmus, and accordingly ordered him to be fecured, while 
firmus be was preparing to make his cfcape. But Firmus, to avoid 
^UmMf difgrace of the punifliment, which he apprehended from 

smje}. Romans, firangled himfelf while his guards were afleep, 

to the great grief of Igmazen, who had propofed to ingra¬ 
tiate himfelf with the Romans, by carrying him alive to 
their camp. However, he immediately fent the body to 
1'beodpfius, who received it w*th great joy, and foon after 

returned 
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returned to Sitifis, which city he entered in triumph. The 
feveral Moorifli nations, that had joined Firmus, fent de¬ 
puties to fue for peace; which Theodofius granted, upon 
their delivering up fome of their leading men, whom he 
fentenced to death In this war Gildo, one of the brothers 
of FiriifHS; fought under the Romans, and gave fignal proofs 
of his fidelity; but afterwards revolted under Honorius, and 
was attended with no better fuccefs than his brother. 

In the following year, when Gratian was conful the third 
time with Equitius, many eminent perfons of both fexes were 
cruelly racked and executed by bimplicius, vicar of Rome, 
who, being raifed to that employment by the intereft of Maxi¬ 
minus, put, under various pretences, all thofe to death to 
whom his patron bore the lead enmity, and among the reft 
Aginacius, a patrician of an illullrious and ancient family, 
who had been confular or governor of Byzacene under Ju¬ 
lian, and vicar of Rome in the prefent reign. He was ac- 
cufed of adultery ; and though the informer could not fup- 
port the charge, yet he was fentenced to death, and execut¬ 
ed with Ai'.epfia, a lady of great diftindtion, who being ac- 
cufed of the fame crime, had impeached Aginacius, hoping 
by that perfidy to ingratiate herfelf with Simplicius, andef- 
cape the danger that threatened her. The emperor pafled 
the winter at Milan, as appears from the dates of feveral 
laws, but was again at Treves on the twenty-firft of May, 
and the twentieth of June From thence he marched in¬ 
to Germany; and after having ravaged the country bor¬ 
dering on the Rhine, returned to Bafle, in the neighbour* 
hood of which city he ordered a fort to be built named Ro* 
bur : from this fort we find a law dated the tenth of July. 
While the emperorwas there encamped, the Quadi, invad¬ 
ing Pannonia, committed dreadful ravages, defeated two 
Roman legions, and fubdued all the open country. The 
Sarmatians at the fame time entered Moefia, but were re- 
■pulfed with great llaugbter by Theodofius, afterwards cm* 

ptror. The emperor was at Treves on the ninth of April*} 

but left that city foon after *. He was met on his march 
by ambafladors from the Sarmatians, who throwing them- 
felves at his feet, earnefily entreated him not to give credit 
to the reports that had been circulated concerning the ra¬ 
vages and cruelties faid to have been committed by their na¬ 
tion ; they alfurfd him that, upon exatnination, he would 
not find them guilty of the crimes urged againft them by 

* Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 398—408- Zof. lib. iv. p. 744. ■ Cod. 

Tliood. Chron. p. 93, 94' * Idem, p. 94 . * Ammun. 
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tlidr enemies. The emperor replied, that he would deter¬ 
mine nothing for the prefent, but fufpend his judgement 
till his arrival in thofe parts which had moil fuffered by their 
late irruption.. Having difmiifed the ambafladors, he pur- 
fuedhis march ; and arriving inlllyricum, took up his quar¬ 
ters at Carnuntum, once a flouriihing city, but tlferrin de¬ 
cay (R). The emperor chofe this place, as being moil con¬ 
veniently (ituated for the defence of the country, and con¬ 
tinued there three months, making the neceflary prepara¬ 
tions for his intended expedition againil the Quadi and Sar- 
matians- 

TheptojfU Probus theprefedl was the only perfon againil whom he 
Ihewed any refentment; for he, tofatisfythe avarice of the 
Probuj. ^ emperor, had, according to Ammianus, opprelTed the peo¬ 
ple committed to his care, killing, baniihing, or condemn¬ 
ing to dungeons, the moll wealthy among them, that he 
might feize their eflates. All the perfons of rank in the 
country, dreading the avarice and enormous cruelties of their 
governor, had privately difpofed of their effedls, and aban¬ 
doned their country. Valentinian made a llridl enquiry in¬ 
to his conduct, and finding him guilty of extortion, and 
unheard-of barbarities, refolved to depofe him ; but was 
prevented by death from putting his defign in execution r. 
An account Probus was defeended from one of the moll illuilrious fami- 
efthefa- lies in Rome, and reckoned amongft his ancellors the em- 
peror Marcus Aurelius. He had embraced the Chrillian 
religion, with his whole family, and lived in great intimacy 
with St. Ambrofe, the celebrated bilhop of Milan. Probus 
was firll proconful of Africa in 358, afterwards four times 
Taufiinu! prefedl of Italy or Gaul, and in 371-, Gratian’s colleague in 
executed, the confullhip. He was no lefs famous for his wealth than 
his birth and employments ; for he is faid to have owned 
immenfe profTelfions in all the provinces of the empire. 

Valentinian, during his Itay at Carnuntum, caufed Fauf- 
tinus, nephew to Viventius, a few years before prefefl of 
Gaul, to be firll inhumanly racked, and afterwards public¬ 
ly executed, for magical praftices, and having anfwered one 
Nigrinus, defiring him in jell to make him a notary, ^ Make 
me firll emperor.” From Carnuntum the emperor difpatch- 
edMerabaudus and count Seballian, with a detachment of 
infantry, to lay walle the enemy’s country, while he, with 
the main body of the army, advanced to Acincum, now 
Gran, or, as others maintain, Suda in Lower Hungary *, 

r Ammian. p-aij- ? VideBaudr. p. 55. 

(R) Moft geographers take on theDanube,in Aullria, about 
it to bp the city of Hamburg thirty-three miles Call of Vienna. 
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There he pafled the Danube, and having ravaged the ene- f^aUmi 
my’s country to a great extent, returned to Acincuni, v^hen niaura- 
the autumn was already far advanced. Being defirous of ’va%es the 
convenient winter-quarters in that frozen climate, he pro- 
ceeded from thence to Sabaria, now Servar; but that place 
not anfwCTing his expeClation, he purfued his march along 
the Danube to Bregatio, which fome fuppofe to be a vil¬ 
lage now called Bregnitz, and others a place in the ille of 
Schut, where the prefent city of Komare Bands, ora little 
below that of Markelhaz *. There he gave audience to the 
ambalTadors of the Quadi, come to fue for peace ; but while 
be was reprehending them with great warmth, and threat¬ 
ening to extirpate their whole nation, he fuddenly fell to 
the ground, as if his life and voice had failed him at once. 

He was conveyed into his chamber by his attendants, where Vr. of FI. 
he was feized with convullion-fits, and violent contorfions *815. 
of all his limbs, in the agonies of which he expired on the 375 - 

feventeenth of November of this year 375, in the fifty-fifth ^ *' 73 - 

year of his age, after having reigned near twelve years 
The body of the deceafed emperor was embalmed, and fent fuddenly. 
to Conftantinople, to be interred amonglt the other Chrif- 
tian princes. 

As to his character, Ammianus taxes him with feveral Hhcha- 


vices. He was, according to that writer, naturally inclined r«it 7 fr. 
to cruelty, punifhing even the fmalleft faults with the utmolt 
feverity, and fuft'ering his miniflers, or rather encouraging 
them, to exercife the moft (hocking barbarities. He vi^as 
fordidly covetous, ufing all poffiblc methods to raife money. 

He had a great opinion of his own accomplilhments and 
abilities, and therefore hated all who were eminent for 
learning, valour, Ikill in the military art, or any other ac- 
complifhment ; and even fuel) as had a genteel fancy in 
drefs. He pretended to be a great enemy to cowaids, and 
neverthelefs, on feveral occafions, betrayed more fear than 
Was becoming a man, who, from his infancy, had borne 
arms. His minifters, who were well acquainted with his 
temper, when he was in a paflion, and they could by no 
other means appeafe him, ufed to pretend certain intelli¬ 
gence from the frontiers, that the B.irbarians were in 
arms, and ready to break into the empire ; expedients which 
never failed to allay his wrath, and make him appear, to 
ufe the exprelTion of Ammianus, as mild as Antoninus 
Pius '. He fuffered himfelf to be llrangely impofed upon imfofed 
by his miriifters, repofing an entire confidence in thofe who upon by hi] 

mimfttr]. 

■ Vide Sans. &Baudr. p-IZ9, 1301 *’ Amroian. lib.xxx. 

f i. 417. Vift. Epit. Philoft. lib. ix. cap, 16, p. i]o, c Ammian. 
ib, XXX. p. 433. Marc. Chron, 
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flcferved it tlie Icaft ; wlience the provinces were often op- 
prefled, and the people reduced to beggary, Mobile he, mif- 
led and deceived by thofe about him, believed they enjoyed 
peace and affluence Had he not been deceived by his 
minilters, fays Vidlor, he would have reigned with great 
glory, and been ranked amongft the belt princes. '*~ H e was, 
even according to Ammianus, a writer not partial to him, 
or any of the Chridian princes, endowed with many excel¬ 
lent qualities; well acquainted with the military art, and 
no lei's with the art of governing ; careful in protefting the 
fubjedfs of the empire againft the incurfions of the Barba¬ 
rians; an exadf obferver of military difeipline ; enured from 
his infancy to hardfhips, and uninfluenced by favour in dif- 
pofing of the great offices. Though he had many relations, 
who, upon his advancement, expefted great preferments, 
yet he employed none of them, except his brother Valens, 
whom he alTumed for his colleague, and with whom he 
reigned in perfect concord. In his entertainments he was 
fplendid, but not profufe; in his perfon comely, and well- 
Ihaped ; in his converfation agreeable ; of an extraordinary 
memory, and ready elocution ; knowing well how to ac¬ 
commodate himfelf to all times and occafions ^ He fuffer- 
ed no places to be bought or fold during the whole courfe 
of his reign; and though he was often miltaken in the choice 
of his officers and minifters, yet his intention was tO prefer 
only the moll deferving, and for that reafon he negledled 
his own relations. He lelTened the taxes, and eafed his 
people, as far as the Hate of his affairs would allow. He 
was a ftranger to debauchery, and unlaMTul pleafures, which 
he endeavoured to reftrain by feveic laws 
ttfaJherid As to his religion, in the great variety of opinions which 
divided the world, he inviolably adhered to the 
/atf orthodox faith ; but, avoiding all difputes, he allowed to 
the rell of his fubjedls, even to the Pagans, an entire li¬ 
berty of confeience. He is condemned by the eccleliaftic 
writers, for fuffering bis brother "Valens to perfccute the 
orthodox Chriftians; but fome allege in bis defence, that 
the condition of his affairs would not allow him openly to op¬ 
pose Valens, fince fuch oppofition might have kindled a civil 
war, which, at that time, would have proved fatal to the 
empire. To conclude, he was endowed, according to Am¬ 
mianus, with fuch excellent qualities, that had they not 
been allayed with a mixture of fome vices, efpccially with 
that of cruelty, he would have been no-ways inferioi to the 
excellent emperors Trajan and M. Aurelius 

,* Via. Bpit. p. 345. e Ammian. p. 433,. • ViCt. p. 651. 

a Ammian. lib, xxx, p. 43Z. 
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Wc fliall now proceed to the hiftory of the reign of Va-* 
lens in theEalt, which, to avoid confufion, we have thought 
proper to relate feparately, there being no other connexion, 
but that of time, between the reigns and tranfaftions of 
the two princes. After the divifion of the provinces made 
at Medin.na, in the neighbourhood of Naiflus in Dacia, in 
364, Valens returned to Conftantinople, where he cna^ed 
a law dated the twenty-fixth of December, forbidding the 
meflengers of good news to exadb, according to the abufe 
which then prevailed, or even to accept, any thing of the 
people ; but allowing them to receive what perfons of rank 
and fortune fliall think proper to offer them Next year 
he fet out for Syria, the Perfians being in motion, with a 
defign, as was apprehended, to break the peace which they 
had lately concluded with Jovian. Being informed, as he 
entered Bithynia, that the Goths were ready to invade 
Thrace, he difpatched meflengers to his oflicers in thofc 
parts, cautioning them to be upon their guard, and purfued 
his march to Caefarea in Cappadocia, where he was on the 
fourth of Tvily, and continued there till the latter end of the 
fummer. During his rcfidence in that city, a dreadful 
Earthquake damaged feveral cities in Sicily, Paleftine, and 
efpecially in the illand of Crete, where the fliock was moft 
violent'. 

"When Valens was upon the point of departing from Cae- 
farea, news were brought him of the revolt of Procopius, 
who, after having paid the laft duty to the body of his 
kinfman Julian, had privately withdrawn into Cherfonefus 
Taurica ; but not trufting thofe Barbarians, and finding 
himfelf deftitute even of the neceflaries of life, he aban¬ 
doned that inhofpitable country, and returning in difguife 
into the territories of the empire, reached the city of Chal- 
cedon undifeovered, where he was received by Strategius, 
his trufty friend, and carefully concealed at his country- 
houfe. From thence he went frequently in difguife to 
Conftantinople; and finding the people were diflatisfied 
with the prefent government, on account of the cruelties 
praftifed by Petronius, whofe daughter, Albia Dominica, 
the emperor had married, he refolved to improve that dif- 
content to his own advantage. Having therefore feduced 
an eunuch of great wealth, named Eugenius, lately dif- 
graced by Valens, and fome of the officers who commanded 
the troops fent into Thrace againft the Goths, and were 
then quartered at Conftantinople, he boldly ventured to dif- 

>> Cod. Tbeod, lib. viii> tit. ii. leg. i. p. 602, 6oj. * Hier. 
ChroR. p. aj(. 
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cover lilmfelf, and lay before the people and foldiery the 
title he had to the empire, as being nearly related to Ju¬ 
lian. At the clofe of his harangue, the officers, with 
whom he had tampered, proclaimed him emperor; and the 
reft following their example, faluted him with the title of 
Auguftus, and carried him in triumph to the iinpefial pa¬ 
lace, whither he was attended only by the dregs of the peo¬ 
ple. However, the next and the following days fcveral 
perfons of diftiniElion joined him, and at length he was ac- 
knowleged by the whole city of Conftantinople This re¬ 
volt llruck Valens with fuch terror and dilinay, that he 
thought of quitting the imperial purple, and religning the 
empire ; but being perfuaded by his friends not to part with 
the imperial dignity, he detached fome troops againft Ws 
rival, hoping to cruffi him before he was in a condition to 
make any refiftance. This detachment met Procopius at 
Mygdus in Phrygia, attended by a promifeuous multitude 
of fugitive flaves, deferters, and perfons of defperate for¬ 
tunes, who, upon the approach of the emperor’s forces, 
put themfelvcs in a pofture of defence ; but Procopius, dif- 
trufling their courage, while both parties were ready to en¬ 
gage, ftept boldly forward, as if he deligncd to challenge 
one of the adverfe party to fingle combat ; and taking Vi- 
talianus, one of the officers, by the hand, mildly repre¬ 
hended him and his fellow-foldiers, for affilling a Panno- 
nian robber againft one allied to the family of Conftantine 
the Great. 

His fpcech made fuch a deep impreflion upon them, that 
they immediately joined his party, and with loud acclama¬ 
tions fainting him emperor, carried him in triumph to the 
imperial pavilion. This defection brought a very feafon- 
able acceffion of ftrength to Procopius, who thereupon de¬ 
tached a ftrong party, under the coriduft of Rumitalca, a 
tribune, to feize on Nice; which they took accordingly, 
without even the lofs of a man '. Valens, alarmed at the 
ufurper’s unexpefted progrefs, difpatched Vadomarius, for¬ 
merly king of the Alemans, to recover that important place, 
while he went in perfon to befiege Chalcedon, from which 
city one of his laws is dated the firft of December ; but 
he met with fuch vigorous refiftance, that he was obliged 
to abandon the enterprize, the befieged infulting him from 
the walls as he retired, and reviling him with the nickname 
of Sabaiarius, that is. Beer-drinker, fabaia being a kind of 
fmall drink made of barley, common in Pannonia, where 

k Ammian. p, 310. ZoL lib. iv. p. 737. Themift. p. 91. > Am- 

mian. lib. xxvi- p. 315. “ Cpd, Theod. Chron. p. 75, 76. 
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Valens was born. Rumitalca, who commanded in Nice, 
being informed of his retreat, Tallied out with great intre¬ 
pidity, and bearing all down before him, would have ut¬ 
terly defeated the emperor, had not Valens, upon timely 
notice of lii^approach, taken a different route by the lake 
Sunona, and the windings of the river Gallus Thus was 
the emperor obliged to abandon Bithynia to the enemy, and 
retire with precipitation to Ancyra, where he continued 
waiting the arrival of the troops which Lupieinus was lead¬ 
ing out of the Eaft to his afliftance. In the mean time 
Aiintheus, one of his principal commanders, an officer of 
^reat prowefs and reputation, meeting a party of the re¬ 
bels, commanded by Hyperechius, formerly an apparitor, 
and fcorniiig to enter the lifts with fuch a contemptible 
enemy, cominaiided, with an air of authority, Hypere- 
chius’s own men to bring in chains their vile and defpica- 
ble leader; a command which they obeyed accordingly, 
ftruck with the awful and majeftic mien of that celebrated 
commander. 

In tho mean time Procopius, being informed that the Procopius 
money deflined for the pay of the foldiers who ferved in the on 

Eaft, was lodged in the city oT Cyzicus, haflencd thither, 
laid liege to the place, and reduced it, though defended “"faf/re 
with great refolution and intrepidity by Serenianus, at that hJged 
time comes domefticorum, who found means to make his then. 
efcape ; but was afterwards taken in Lydia, carried pri- 
foner to Nice, and murdered by Marcellus, governor of the 
place Procopius being now mafler of the Hellcfpont, 
appointed Hormifda governor of that province, with the 
title of prbconful. He was the fon of Hormifda, brother to 
Sapor king of Perfia, who had taken refuge in the court of 
Conffantine the Great, and ever after ferved the Romans 
with great fidelity. 

Procopius fpent mofl part of the winter in endeavouring 
to draw over to his party the cities of Afia ; but his defigns 
were in great meafure defeated by Clearchus, vicar of that 
province, and more by his own condudl; for having hi¬ 
therto behaved with great moderation and humanity, he 
fuddenly grew proud, haughty, and tyrannical, loading the Hegron’s 
provinces with exorbitant taxes, though he knew, that their tyrannical. 
averfion to Valens was chiefly owing to that prince’s ava¬ 
rice. But nothing more prejudiced the people againit him, 
than his commanding the houfe of Arbetio to be flripped 
of the moveables of ineftimable value, and of the immenfe 
riches w'hich that ancient and brave commander had ac- 

; Zof, p, jzs. 
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quired under Conftantius. He exhibited this unfeafoiialbic 
proof of his indignation, though he had formerly lived in 
great friendfhip with him, upon his declining to vilit him, 
on account of his great age and infirmities p. ValenSj 
upon the arrival of the troops from the Eaft,_-linder the 
command of Lupicinus, left Galatia, whither he had re¬ 
tired from before Clialcedon, and marched into Lyc'ia, iil 
Order to put the whole to the ifliie of a battle. As the fol- 
diers of Procopius were greatly animated by the prefence 
of Fauflina, Conftantiiis’s widow, ahd her little daughter 
Conllantina, whom Procopius carried about with him, and 
often expofed to the view of the army, Valens, to defeat 
that artifice, prevailed upon Arbetio, who had commanded 
the forces under Conlfantius, and was beloved by the fol- 
diery, to join him, not doubting but the prefeiicc and in- 
tereft of one of that prince’s chief commanders would draw 
great numbers of the rebels over to his party. He was not 
fmeopiuj miftaken in his conjedlure ; the prefence of Arbetio, and 
abandoned the high opinion they all entertained of him, entirely turn- 
ed the hearts of Procopius’s men ; a circumftance which 
vffieers Gomoarius, one of his chief commanders, being well ap- 
prifed of, abandoned the tyrant, and fubmitted to Valens^ 
Yr. of FI. He afterwards advanced to Sardes, and from thence to 


*Si6. Nicolia, a city of Phrygia, where he gave the rebels battle^ 
V C whereof continued doubtful, till Agilo, a German, 

one of Procopius’s chief commanders, with many others, 
Defeated, deferted to Valens ; a defe£lion which fo dilheartened Pro- 
taken, and copius, that, quitting his horfc, he fled into an adjoining 
put to _wood, attended by Florentius, and Barchalbas, a tribune.- 

death. There they wandered about, till the moon fhining out with 

great brightnefs, they began to apprehend they might be 
difcDvcred. At length his companions, feizing him to 
fave themfelves, carried him to the emperor, who imme¬ 
diately ordered his head to be ftruck off, and fent it to Va- 
leiUinian, then in Gaul Florentius and Barchalbas were 
likewife executed by the emperor’s onler. Such was the 
end of this ufurper, in the forty-fecond year of his age, 
after he had borne the title of empeior about eight months, 
Marcellos, governor of Nice, and kinfman to Proco¬ 
pius, hearing of his death, ordered Sereni-anus, who was a 
prifoner in- the place, to be immediately difpatched, faving, 
by (be death of one man, the lives of many, fays Ammi- 
anus ; for as be was remarkable for his cruelty, and had a 


p Ammia-n. p-. 327, Eunap. cap. 5. p. 84.. Thcmift. Orat. vii. 
p, y2—99. 9 Ammian. lib. xxvi. p. 319. Fbiloft, lib. vii. 
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great afcendant over Valens, whofc countryman he was, it 
was feared, had he outlived the defeat of Procopius’s party, 
he would have ftimulated the emperor, too much inclined 
to revenge, and occafioned the deftru£lion of many inno¬ 
cent perfons After this bold execution, Marcell us, in¬ 
formed thaT^ body of Goths was marching to the afliftancc 
of Procopius, and not doubting but he fhould be able to 
draw them over to his own party, feized on the city of 
Chalcedon. There, being alTifled by thofe whom poverty 
and dcfpair had driven into rebellion, he alTumed the pur¬ 
ple, and caufed hiinfelf to be proclaimed emperor. But 
Valens, upon the firft intimation of his revolt, detached a 
party of chofen troops, who comiijg upon him unex- 
pedfedly, feized him, and having loaded him with chains, 
he was dragged to the public prifon ; whence he was 
taken out the next day, and, together with his accomplices, 
tortured to death 

In the following year 367, Valens hearing that a body 
of three thoufand Goths, come to the afliftancc of Proco¬ 
pius, had retreated upon the news of his death, but had 
not yet pafled the Danube, he fent a ftrong detachment 
againft them, who obliged them, notwithftanding the vi¬ 
gorous refiftance they made, to lay down their arms, and 
furrender themfelves prifoners Athanaric, at that time 
king, or rather judge, of the Goths named Thervingi, dif- 
patched ambafladors to Valens, earneftly intreating him to 
releafe the prifoners, and fuffer them to return to their own 
country, fince they had been fent by their prince, a friend 
and ally of the Romans, to the afliftance of a Roman em¬ 
peror. The ambafladors, after having delivered this mef- 
fage, produced a letter from Procopius to their mailer, 
wherein he alTured him, that the empire belonged to him 
as the kinfman to Conllantius, and the heir of the great 
Conllantine’s family. Valens returned no anfwer to the 
deputies ; but fent Vidlor, then magifter equitum, to com¬ 
plain in his name of Athanaric, for aflifting a rebel againft: 
his lawful fovereign. The Goths replied, that they had 
confidered Procopius as the kinfman of Conftantine, and 
the heir of his family, adding, that it was not their bufmefs 
to examine whether he was, or was not a lawful prince; 
and that if they were deceived, the emperor ought to for¬ 
give them, fince their counfels had been influenced by what 
appeared juft and equitable. They could not, however, 
obtain the deliverance of their prifoners, Valens, who had 
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no other enemy at that time to oppofc, being deHrous to 
humble that powerful nation This war was likely to 
prove dangerous, the Goths being then very powerful, and 
beiide'S^ elated with the great advantages iney had gained 
over the neighbouring nations. Valens, being determined 
upon war, and informed of the ftrength and p, 5 ^r of the 
enemy, made great prepaj'atjons during the winter, with a 
detign to fall upon the enemy early in the fpring; but be¬ 
ing told that the Goths, apprifed of his delign, were a/Tem- 
blinga numeious army, in order to anticipate his hoftiJities, 
he took the field before the winter was over. Having fent 
llrong detachments to guard the banks of the Danube, he 
encamped with the rdl of the army in the neighbourhood 
of Marcianopolis, the metropolis of Lower Moefia, w'here 
he raifed Auxonius to the dignity of prcfefl:, in the room of 
Sallulfius Sccundus, no longer able to difeharge that office, 
on account of his great age. 

Ill the beginning of the fummer he left Marcianopolis, 
alTembled his troops, paffed the Danube at a place called 
Daphne, and fpent the whole fummer in ravaging and lay¬ 
ing wafle the enemy’s country, without the lead oppofition, 
the Goths having retired, upon the approach of the Roman 
army, to the neighbouring mountains, called iSerri, inac- 
ceflible to thofe who were not well acquainted with the 
country. In the beginning of the autumn he conduced his 
army to the Roman territories, and returned to Marciano¬ 
polis, where he pafi'ed the winter. 

The Ifaurians, who had continued quiet fince the year 
359, now over-ran the neighbouring countries, plundering 
not only villages but towns, and advancing to Pamphylia 
and Cilicia, where they obtained an immenfe booty. Mii- 
fonius, vicar of AGa, endeavoured to reftrain them ; but 
being unacquainted with the art of war, he was cut in 
pieces, with all his men. Mufonius had taught rhetoric at 
Athens, from which employment he was raifed to the dig¬ 
nity of proconful at Achaia, and afterwards to that of vi¬ 
car of Afia. However, the Ifaurians were at length fur- 
rounded by the inhabitants of the countries which they had 
plundered, and their retreat being cut off, obliged to fub- 
mit, and reftore the booty they had taken. Their lives 
were fpared, upon their promifing to give no moleftation to 
their neighbours for the future and accordingly they ob- 
ferved their agreement till the year 376 


« Ammian. lib. xxvii. p. 3^0. 
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From Marcianopolis the emperor marched early in the 
fpring to Carpi, a village of Moefia, with tlefign to ravage 
the enemy’s country j but he was obliged to encamp in the 
fame place till the beginning of autumn, without ever be¬ 
ing able to crofs the Danube, which continued fwelled be¬ 
yond its uTlTal boundaiics all that fummer. He therefore 
returned to Marcianopolis, where he took up his winter- 
quarters * (rS). 

Next fummer he palTed the Danube on a bridge of boats HeinvaJn 
at Noviodunum, in Lefftr Scythia, and penetrated far into ""rw tht 
the enemy’s country, dellroying all with fire and fword. 

Zofimus tells us, that the Goths Tallying frequently out of 
their woods and marllies upon the Romans, the emperor 
difpatched the fervants who attended the army againfi them, 
promiling a certain fum for each head they Ihould bring, 
in confequence of this promife, fuch numbers of the enemy 
were killed in the woods and marflies where they lurked, 
that the reft, finding no-where a fafe retreat, were obliged 
to fubmit 1. Valens having attacked the Gruthungi, a 
warlike nation, at a confiderable diftance from the Danube, 
after feveral encounters, gained a fignal viflory over Atha- 
naric. He then returned to Marcianopolis, with a defign 7 he Goiht 
to winter there, and renew the war early in the fpring. deflated, 
But in the mean while the Goths, weary of fo deftruftive 
a war, which had lafted already three years, and reduced 
them to the utmoft diftrefs, fued for peace ; which Valens 
at firft refufed to grant upon any terms, but was in the end, 
with difficulty, prevailed upon by the fenate of Conftan- 
tinople to accept their propofals *. 

Valens having approached the Danube, named Victor Ariitlemf 
and Arintheus to treat with the Goths. After fome con- '"at/, 
ferences a peace was concluded upon the following terms : 

I. That the Goths Ihould not for the future pafs the Da¬ 
nube, nor fet foot on the Roman territories. 2. That the 
trade which they had been allowed by former treaties to 
carry on with the cities of the empire, iliould be reftrained 
to two only, fituated on the Danube. 3. That they fhould 
not claim nor expeft the penfions that had been annually 

» Aintn. lib. xxxi. p, 460. y Zof. lib. iv. p. 74*. * Thera. 

Orat X. p. 133, 135. 

(S) This year is remarkable was utterly ruined, and in that 
for one of the moft dreadful of Germa, in the Helle^ont, 
earthquakes that had ever been only a few houfes left ftand- 
felt, by which the city of Nice ing (i). 
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paiif them hy other emperors j but nevertheJefs, that Ath!t~ 
iiaric’s peiifioii fliouhl be continued. When Valens and 
Atlianaric were to meet, in order to ratify and fign the 
treaty, the latter could not be prevailed upon to pafs the 
Danube, pretending that his father had obliged him fo- 
lernnly to fw'ear never to tread on Roman ground. On the 
other hand, Valcns thinking it below the majelty of the 
empire to go to him, it was agreed, that the two princes 
fhould meet in boats in the middle of the river; where they 
a^ccordingly ratified the peace to their mutual fatisfadlion 
In the courfe of this year dic.ulful diforders were commit¬ 
ted in hiyria by the inhabitants of a large village near Apa- 
mca, called Marataciipris, who, roving about the country, 
rol)bed all they met, and had tven the boldnefs to enter 
fome cities in the night-time, and plunder the houfes of 
Siveri/y of the moft wealthy inhabitants. Valens fent a party of fol- 
Valeni to diers againfl them, with orders to fet fire to their village, 

jan'erob- and put them all to the fword, without (liiilmffion of lex 
or are; a cruel order which was executed with the utmoft 

O' 

rigour, the foldiers being, in exprefs terms, commanded 
not to fpare even the fucking children 

In the following year 3"0, Valens, leaving Conflantino- 
ple, fet out for Antioch ; hut he liad fcatce reached Nico- 
media when he received iicwas of the death of Eudoxius, the 
Arian bifhop of Conftanlinople, in whofe room the Arians, 
with his approbation, placed one Demophilus. 'J'he ca¬ 
tholics too chofc their bifliop, and rnifed Evagrius to that fee ; 
but the emperor ordereil a party of foldiers from Nicome- 
dia, to drive him out. The Arians, thus countenanced by 
the emperor, raifed a crncl per.fiicntion againfl the catholics, 
who had recourfc to Valens, fending eighty ccclefiaflics to 
lay their grievances before him; but the emperor, inllead 
yalens of redreffing them, ordered Moilelfus, wdio had been raifed 
taufes to the dignity of prefefl in the room of Auxonius, to put 
‘tlw‘hx‘’ec them all to death. Modeftiis, fearing the public execution 
clefiafiicfto many ccclefiaftics might occafion great diflurbances, 

be put to embarked them all on board a veffel, pretending the em- 

death, peror had ordered them to be fent into banilhment; but 

wdien the velfcl was at fome diftance from land, the mari¬ 
ners fet fire to it, as had been privately concerted, faving 
themfelves in their boat. The (hip was driven, by a ftrong 
W'ind, into a harbour called by Socrates Dacidazus, and 
there confumed, with all who were in it. This cruelty, 
fays that w'riter, was punifhed by heaven'with a dreadful 

> Ammian. lib. xxxi. p. 341, 342. b Ibid. lib. xxviii. p. 
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/amine, which obliged moft of the inhabitants of Phrygia ' 
to abandon their country, and fly to other provinces for 
relief. Some unforefeeii accident muft have diverted the 
emperor from his intended journey to Antioch; for he 
was, as appears from the dates of feveral laws, on the 
tenth of J un^at Cyzicus ; on the twelfth of December of 
this year, and during the months of January, February, 
and April, of the enfuing year, at ConftantinopleHe 
left this capital after the fifth of'May, and proceeded to 
Syria, advancing flowly, and adminillering juftice in all 
the cities through which he palled ; a condud: which would 
have gained him the affedions of the inhabitants, had he 
not, at the lame time, efcabliflied in every place the herefy 
of Arius, and betrayed an irreconcileable hatred to the ca¬ 
tholics lie palled the winter at Cjefarea in Cappadocia, 
where, to his unfpeakable grief, his only fon Valentinian 
Galata died. Tliis year the emperor divided Cappadocia into 
two provinces, appointing Pyana the metropolis of Cappa¬ 
docia Seciinda, as Cxfarea was of Cappadocia Prima. At 
llie fame tioic he divided Palefline into three provinces, Pa- 
ladlina Prima, Pal'.ellina Secunda, and Palxllina Salutaris. 
Catfarea was the metropolis of the firfi:, Scythopolis of the 
I'econd, and Petia o'f the third. The latter city, with the 
greater part of Palatllina Salutaiis, was difmembered from 
Arabia, as vi'ere feveial cities in the two other provinces 
from Phoenicia. The governor of Palxftina Prima w^as ho¬ 
noured with the title of coiifular ; but thofe of the other 
two were only ftyled prefideiits At what time Lycaonia, 
which had Iconiiim for its metropolis, was made a feparatc 
province, anti thofe of Cilicia, Syria, and Phoenicia divided 
into two, and Arabia into three, we will not take upon us 
to determine. Thcfe diviflons of provinces proved very 
burdenfometo the people, and caufed quarrels and difputcs 
among the metropolitan bilhops, as appears from the ec- 
clefiaflic hidorians, and the letters of St. Bafil, 

In the year 372, Valens left Caefarea in Cappadocia early 
in the fpring ; for he was at Seleucia on the fourth of April, 
and on the thirteenth of the fame month at Antioch. He 
repaired to Antioch to watch the motions of the Perfians ; 
for Sapor, laying claim to Armenia, which had formerly 
belonged to the kings of Perfia, but not daring openly to 
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ihfir king, he invited him to a banquet, during which he 
ordered the unfufpe£ting prince to be feized ; and having 
jput out his eyes, fent him in chains to the caftle of Aga- 
bana, where he was foon after put to death Sapor, hav¬ 
ing treacheroufly difpatched Arfaces, gave thegovernmeni 
of Armenia to Cylax and Artabanes, both I'TStives of the 
country, but inviolably attached to his intereft. Then driv¬ 
ing out Sauromaces, whom the Romans had created king 
of Iberia, he put Afpacuras in his place, coufin-german to 
Sauromaces, honouring him with a diadem, which the Ro¬ 
mans had refufed to the othec- Olympias, the daughter of 
Ablavius, one of Conftantine’s chief officers, given by that 
prince in marriage to Arfaces, was no fooner informed of 
the captivity of her hufband, thanflie took refuge with her 
fon Paras in a llrong fort called Artogerafla, where the 
king’s treafures were depofited. Cylax and Artabanes were 
immediately ordered by Sapor to lay fiege to the place ; 
which they inverted accordingly ; but pitying the forlorn 
condition of the queen and young prince, they agreed vidth 
the befieged to abandon the Perfians to their fury; who 
were accordingly, almolt to a man, cut off, in a fally made 
by agreement in the night time, while the guards them- 
felves in the camp were afleep, Cylax' and Artabanes hav- 
ing given out, that the befieged had demanded and obtain¬ 
ed a truce for two days, in order to confider on the terms 
that had been offered. The queen, thus delivered from 
the prefent danger, fent her fon I’aras to implore the affift- 
ance of the emperor, who caufedhim to be entertained for 
feme time at Neoctefarea in Pontus, in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and condition. However, not daring to affift 
him openly, at the requert of the nobility of Armenia he 
charged Terentius, who commanded on the borilcrs of that 
country, with the title of comes or count, to conduct him 
into his father’s kingdom, which he fuffered him to go¬ 
vern, but without the title of king, or any of the cnfigns of 
royalty, left the Perfians fliould look upon his appointing 
him king as a breach of the peace. 

Htfeixj! Sapor was no fooner informed of what had parted in Ar- 

atiruins menia, than, tranfported with rage, he detached a flrong 
in body of troops into that kingdom, who, committing dread- 
Armnia. ravages, obliged Paras, who was not in a condition to 
oppofe them, to take refuge, with Cylax and Artabanes, 
among the inaccelTible mountains between the Roman ter¬ 
ritories and Lazica. The Perfians, in the mean time, after 
having taken and burnt feveral fortreffes, inverted Artoge- 

f Ammhn.libiXxv. p. jqs. blib. xxvii- p. av 
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rafla, which, after fcvcral attacks, they took anideflroyed, 
carrying away the wife and treafures of Arfacw. Sapor, 
finding he could not get Paras into his power, had recourfe 
to his ufual artifices, in which he feldom mifcarried. By 
private melTages to the young prince, whofe caufe he pro- 
mifed to efpcJhfc, he prevailed upon him to cut off the heads 
of Cylax and Artabanes, w'ho, he faid, were rather his 
governors than minifters, and fend them into Perfia *. Va- yalern 
lens, who had hitherto declined fending troops into Arme- 
nia, left he (hould be charged with a breach of the peace, 
was no fooner informed of thefc proceedings, than he or- 
dered Arintheus, one of the belt commanders of his age, 
with a powerful army, into that kingdom, which by thefc 
means was preferved. The Perfians not daring to fend more 
troops thither, through fear of being overpowered by the Ro¬ 
mans. Sapor complained to Valens for fending troops to the 
afllftance of the Armenians, which, he faid, was a manifeft 
breach of the treaty concluded between him and Jovian. 

Valens, without regarding the complaints of the Perlian 
king, ordered a reinforcement of troops to Arintheus, and 
at the fame time difpatched Terentius, w'ith twelve legions, 
into Iberia, to reftore Sauromaccs, driven out of his king¬ 
dom by the Perfians. Terentius was met, as he drew near 
the river Cyrus, by ambalTadors from Afpacuras, whom the 
Perfians had created king.of Iberia, defiring, that he and 
his kinfman Sauromaccs might reign jointly, fince hecould 
neither refign nor take part vidth the Romans, his fon being 
detained as a hoftage in the Perlian court. 

The emperor being acquainted with his propofal, and tbniaJi- 
willing to fettle the affairs of Iberia without bloodflied, 
confeiited to a par tition of the country, affigning to Sauro- * 

maces that part which lay fouth of the river Cyrus, and 
next to Armenia and Lazica, and the remainder, border¬ 
ing upon Albania and Perfia, to Afpacuras This divi- 
fion highly incenfed Sapor, who loudly complained, that 
the Romans, contrary to the treaty of peace, had fent 
troops into Armenia, and had, without his knowlege or 
confent divided Iberia. Being now refolved to make war 
upon the Romans, he affembled his force.s, concluded al¬ 
liances with the neighbouring princes, and fpent the win¬ 
ter in vaft preparations. However, he could not put him- 
felf in a condition to aifl this year ; for we do not find that 
he attempted any thing, or even appeared in the field. 

Valens advanced to the banks of the Euphrates and the 

t Amniian. lib. xxvii. p. 35J— 

*♦ 3 — 
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Tigris; whence he returned in the latter end of autumn, 
without undertaking any thing which authors have-thought 
worthy of notice. About this time a confpiracy was form¬ 
ed againft Valens, but feafonaBly difcovercd ‘: and this 
is all we find in hiftory concerning it. Next year Sapor 
fcnt a confiderable army towards the borders cJithe Roman 
empire, where they were oppofed by Trajan, an officer of 
great experience, and Vadomarius, formerly king of the 
Alemans, at the head of a numerous and cliofen body of 
troops. The Roman generals had orders not to attack the 
Perfians firft, that the emperor might not be charged with 
commencing hoflilities ; but the Perfians falling upon them, 
they gained a complete vidfory. However, Valens readily 
confented to a truce which was no fooner concluded than 
he returned to Antioch, and Sapor to Ctefiphon, for both 
princes had advanced as far as Mefopotamia, to fupport 
their refpeddive generals 

While Valens paffed the winter at Antioch, many of all 
ranks and conditions were accufed of attempting to learn, 
by magical praftices and forbidden arts, the name of the 
perfon who was to fucceed him in the empire. Some of 
them confelfed the crime laid to their charge, and declared, 
that Theodoras, the emperor’s fecond fecretary, was the 
man whom the ftars feemed to have dellincd to the empire. 
Theodorus was defeended of an illullrious family in Gaul 
or Sicily, endowed with extraordinary accompliffiments, 
and in every refpe^ worthy of the empire, if he had not 
had the ambition of afpiring to it, and endeavouring to 
raife himfclf by unlawful means to that high Ration *; for 
all authors agree that he countenanced the execrable prac¬ 
tices of the magicians. Ammianus, who, it feems, was 
then at Antioch, or at leaft in that neighbourhood, gives 
us a very particular and diftiniR account of what pafl'ed on 
that occafion, which it would be too tedious to tranferibe. 
Theodorus was found guilty, not only of magical pra£l:ices, 
which were forbidden on pain of death, but of having con- 
fpired with others to take away the emperor’s life ; for 
which crimes he was beheaded 

No one would have complained, if only Theodorus and 
his accomplices had fuffered ; but innutncrablc innocent 
perfons were on that occafion inhumanly racked, and after¬ 
wards either executed or exiled : a diligent fearch was 
made, not only after thofe who had been privy to the con- 
Ipiracy, but after fuch as were only fufpedted of praftifing 

* Themift. Orat. xi. p. 148. k Ammian. lib. xxix. p. 38 3 

t Eoa. lib- yi. cap. 35. p. 215. Ammian, lib. xxix, p. 389, & feij. 
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magic. iSuch numbers were tlaiJy accufed and feized, that’ 
the public prifons could no longer contain them, and few 
of thofe who were apprehended, had the gooil fortune to 
efcape death or banifliment. Diogenes, formerly governor 
ofBithynia, was publicly executed; and Salia, treafurer 
of Thrace,-^pired at the ofllcer’s feet who was to examine 
him, overcome by the apprehcnlion of the torture he was 
to undergo". Baffianiis, whom fome writers fiippofe to 
have been the fon of Baflianus Csefar, brother-in-law to 
Conflantiiie the Great", was faved by the powerful intcr- 
cefTion of his relations, who were perfons of great dillinc- 
tlon, but dripped of his edate and all his effedts. The 
two brothers Eufebius and Hypatius, brothers-in-law toCon- 
dantius, who had been confuls, were accufed of having 
afpired to the empire ; and though the charge could not be 
proved, yet they were banidied, and condemned to pay a 
large fine, but foon after recalled, and advanced to great 
honours. Entropius, proconfnl of Afia, was accufed of 
having been privy to the coiifpiracy of Tlieodorus; but tlie 
philofopher Pafiphilus, who was brought as an evidence 
againd him, having fud'ered all tlie torments cruelty itfelf 
could invent, without laying any thing to his charge, he 
was difmiflcd, but deprived of his employment, which 
was given to Fedus the hidoriaii, who difeharged it for the 
fpace of five years rvitli the moil horrid barbarity. Aly- 
pius, formerly vicar of Britain, and employed by Julian in 
rebuilding the temple of Jciufakin, was accufed with his 
fon Hicroclcs, the difciple of I.ibanius, as a poifoner : the 
father was dripped of his edate, and banidied ; and the fon 
curnlenined to death, but faved (as Ammianus writes), by 
accident. 

But the mod rigorous enquiries were made after the Pa¬ 
gan philofophers, who were, in general, acidified to the 
dudy of magic. The mod coiilitierablc among them were 
publicly executed ; namely, Hilarius, who was burnt alive, 
I’atricius, Andronicus, and Cxraniu.s ; Maximus, the fa- Ma.vimui 
mious mader of Julian, was cairied to Antioch to be ena- and other 
mined, and afterwa.-^ds to Ephefus, where Fedus ordered phtlofa- 
his head to be cot off, though he w.is then fo ill that he 
mult have ended his life in a few days, without the inter- “ 
ventionof the executioner p. Zonares writes, that thepbU 
lofopher lamblichus, by a draught of poifon, prevented his 
falling into the emperor’s hands’. Valens cxpefled, and 
greatly dedred, to find Libanius in the number of the 

« Sozom. lib. vi. cap, 35. p. 694. " Cange Byz. Fam. P Eunap. 

pp. 5. p. £8, 89. 4 Zonar. p, 28. 
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guilty : nothing was alleged againft him, though, as to ma- 
gical pradlices, he owns he was not free from guilt j but as to 
the confpiracy of Theoilorus, he folemnly protefls, that he 
Was altogether a ftranger^ Diligent fearch was made, not 
only after magicians, but after all books treating of magic, 
which, wherever difcovered, were committed fen;he flames, 
with thofe in whofc poiTefliQn they were found. Thefe 
enquiries extended to all the provinces fubjedf to Valens; 
and from the moft remote parts were daily brought to An¬ 
tioch numbers of people to be tried as magicians, becaufe 
books of magic hadbeen found in their cuftody (T) 

FeJIuj On this occafion Feftus, proconful of Afia, diftinguifhed 

prailifes himfelf above the other minifters of the emperor’s crucltv, 
torturing with the utmoft inhumanity, and putting to death, 
without diftiniSlion of fex, age, or condition, fuch as were 
convifted, or only fufpeCled, of having ufed any kind of 
charms or enchantments: he tortured the philofopher Cae- 
ranids till he expired, for no other crime but becaufe in a 
letter to his wife he had ufed a proverbial expreflion, which 
looked like a charm : a woman was executed for pretending 
to cure agues by a charm, though fhe had before been fent 
for, with his knowlege and confent, to cure his own 
daughter. A young man being obierved in a public bath 
to touch the marble with the fingers of both his hands, the 
one after the other, and then putting them to his bread, 
to repeat the feven vowels, which he fancied was an im¬ 
mediate remedy againft a pain in the ftomarh, Feftus caufed 
him to be immediately feized, tortured, and put to death 
At Antioch, a perfon being accufed of having written a 
book of magic, found an opportunity of throwing it into 
the river before he was apprehended : but this expedient 
did not fave him ; for though the book could not be pro¬ 
duced againft him, yet he was, after a fliort hearing, con- 
demned, aud publicly executed. 

This year is likewife remarkable for the death of Paras 
king of Armenia, trcacheroufly murdered by the Romans. 

' Lib. Vit. p. 56, 57. * Amniian. lib. xxix. p. jjo. 

(T) Ammianus tells us, that ed, and their eflates confifeated. 
<he officers themfelves, out of Hereupon perfons of all ranks 
the moll diabolical malice, often were filled with fuch terror, 
conveyed privately among the that they burnt their libraries, 
other writings, fome charm or left, amongft their other books, 
enchantment; upon which the any ftiould be found unknown 
perfons, to whom they were to them, treating of forbidden 
fuppofed to belong, were im- arts, 
mediately feized and condemn- 
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He liad fubmitted to the king of Perfia, as we have obfervcd' 
above but afterwards renewed, it feems, his alliance with 
the Romans, and was by them acknowlcgcd king, fince 
Ammianus gives him that title ; but feveral perfons, at the 
head of whom was count Terentius, having tranfmitted to 
court unfavoBj-able accounts of his conduct and adminiftra- 
tipn, the emperor fent for him, on pretence of confulting 
him about the profecution of the Perfian war. Upon his 
arrival at Tarfus in Cilicia, he was commanded to wait till 
farther orders; but being in the mean time informed that 
the emperor’s defign was to arreft him, and appoint another 
king of Armenia in his room, he refolved to make his efcape, 
with the affiftance of three hundred of his own fubje£ts| 
who had privately provided horfes for that purpofe. They 
fet out in the duik of the evening; but were foon purfued 
and overtaken by a whole legion, fent to prevent their 
efcape. Ac their approach, Paras faced about, and charged 
them with fuch refolution, that they fled with precipitation. 
After this efl'ort, he travelled night and day till he reached 
the Euphrates, which he pafled upon barrels joined toge¬ 
ther, and purfued his journey with extraordinary expedition. 
But in the mean time the emperor, having notice of his 
efcape, difpatched a thoufand archers, under the command 
of two principal oflicers, to bring him back, Thefe being 
well acquainted with the country, to which Paras was alto¬ 
gether a ftranger, getting through private roads before him, 
divided their forces, and feized on two pafles, three miles 
diflaiit from each other, through one of which they took it 
for granted he would pafs. But being informed of his 
danger by a traveller, and condutled through bye-paths and 
thick w'oods, he efcaped the ambufeade, and arrived fafe in 
his dominions, where he was received with inexpreflible 
joy, while the Roman olRccrs, who had long waited for 
him. Were derided and ridiculed upon their difappoint- 
ment. This difgrace incenfed them to fuch a degree 
againd Paras, that, in order to haften his ruin, they made 
the credulous emperor believe, that the young prince was 
a famous magician, and knew how to confume and wafte a 
man’s body by degrees, though at ever fo great a diftance. 
The emperor was fo much alarmed at thefe infinuations, 
that though Paras, forgetting the late affront, continued 
faithful to the Romans, yet his death was refolved on, and 
orders were fent to Trajan, who commanded the Roman 
forces in Armenia, to difpatch him by treachery, if he could 
(lot by open force. 

The manner which Trajan chofe to put this cruel com¬ 
mand in execution was no lefs bafe and inhuman than the 
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Oommand itfelf. Having gained the young prince’s con¬ 
fidence, by frequenting his table, and producing counter¬ 
feit letters from Valens, filled with the mod tender tx- 
preflions of kindnefs, he prevailed upon him to accept of an 
entertainment at his houfe, during which he was barba- 
roufly murdered by a ruffian hired for that puj:pofe The 
death of Paras gave great uncafinefs to Sapor, who had 
hoped to gain him over to his intereil. He vi^as therefore 
no fooner informed of his fate than he difpatched ambaf- 
fadors to Valens with propofals for an accommodation. 
The remaining part of this year was fpent in negotiations, 
but without fuccels, the emperor, who was then at the 
head of a numerous and well-difciplined army, being de- 
firous of retrieving the glory of the Roman arms, and re¬ 
covering the provinces given up by the treaty with Jovian. 
But in the mean time, Thrace being threatened with a ge¬ 
neral invafion of the Goths, he was obliged to conclude 
a peace with the Perfians, but upon what terms we know 
not. 

Next year Valens was alarmed by an embafTy from the 
Goths, who, being driven out of their own country by the 
Hunns, defired permiflioii to fettle in Thrace. 13 uc before 
we fpeak of that embafly, and the memorable events attend¬ 
ing it, we mull take a curfory view of M hat happened in 
the Wefl; after the death of Vaientinian, who, as we have 
related already, died at lircgetio on the feventeenth of No¬ 
vember. He left two fons, Gratian, born in 359, and 
created emperor by his father on the twenty-fourth of Au- 
guft 367, and Vaientinian, born in 371. As Gratian was 
at a great dillance from the army wb.en his father died, 
having been left, as we have obferved, at Treves, the great 
officers of the court, uncertain what fueb an extraordinary 
and unexpedled accident might produce, efpecially among 
the Gauls, who ferved in the army, and w'ere than ravaging 
the country of the Qiiadi beyond the Danube, difpatched a 
meffenger with intelligence of the emperor's death to Me- 
robaudes their leader, who thereupon lent immediately out 
of the way, purfuant to his inllrudtions, count Sebaltian, 
an olficer greatly beloved by the I'oldicry, and then marched 
back to the camp at Bregetio. Upon his arrival, it was re- 
folved in a general council of all the chief officers, both 
civil and military, that Vaientinian, the fecond fon of the 
deceafed emperor, then a child but four or five years old, 
fhould be declared his fucceflbr. He was therefore brought 
without delay from a village, named Murocindla, about a 

r Ammian. lib. xxx. p. ^11—415, 
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liundred miles iliftant from Bjpgetio, and upon his arrival'Yr of ri 
proclaimed emperor, with the ufual folemnity, the iixth day 1315. 
after the death of his father. This ftep they took to pre- ^75. 

vent any I'udden attack from the enemy, or mutiny in the 73 - 

army. They hoped that Gratian, who was then feveuteen ~ 

years old, aiiij,had already given proofs of an extraordinary man li. 
mild temper, and an uncommon underllanding, would ac- (‘rocia.imej 
quiefee in the motives which had induced them to prefer his l>y 

brother to the empire without his knowlege or confent. *of 

Gratian at firft complained of their taking fuch an extra- 
ordinary flep before they had confulted him; but imme¬ 
diately confirmed their eleeftion, and ever after treated 
young Valentinian more like his child than his brother 
The election being confirmed by Gratian, and foon after 
by Val ens, theWellcra provinces were divided between 
the two biothers: Valentinian had for his fliare Italy, Illy- 
ricum, and Africa; and Gratian poflciTcd Gaul, Spain, 
and Britain. This divifion was made, not by Gratian, who 
was yet too young, as Zofimus pretends, but by the great 
officers of the court. As they did not confult Valcns, foine 
mifunderflanding arofe between that prince and his ne¬ 
phews". Notwithflanding this partition, Gratian alone 
governed the Weftern provinces to his death, Valentinian 
not being capable of aifling on account of his non-age, fo 
long as Gratian lived. The firfl thing Gratian did after the 
death of his fatlier, and the promotion of kis brother, was 
to recall his mother Severa, wdio had been divorced and ha- 
niflicd by Valentinian, and reftore her to her former ho¬ 
nours *. 

In the following year, 376, Valens was conful the fifth 
time, and Valentinian the firft. Gratian, being informed 
of the horrid cruelties pradlifed by Maximinus both in Italy Maximi- 
and Gaul, caufed him to be publicly executed; and appoint- »ar, and 
ed Antonius, piefedf of Gaul, in his room. .Simplicius, 
who had been vicar of Rome in 374, and Uoryphorianus, 
wrho had fucceeded him in that office, underw'eiu the fame 
fate, being^ccufed of the like crimes : the former was be¬ 
headed in Illyricum, and the latter put to a cruel death, at 
the inftigatioii of Severa, fays Ammianus, in Gaul, whither 
he was conveyed from the Tullian prifon in Rome. As 
thefe three cruel and bloody magiftrates had, with the ut- 
moft injuftice, murdered a great number of fenators, Gra¬ 
tian, by a declaration publifhed this year, eftabliflicd the 

” Ammian. lib. xxx. p. 433 . 434 - Zof. lib. iv. p. 746. -Socrat. 
lib. iv. cap. JI. p. 149. wEunap. Legat. p. 19. « Chron. 

Alex. p. 704. Ammian. lib. xxviii. p. 366. 
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method of trying fenators''rf^'which wss read by Symma- 
chus in the fcnate on the thirteenth of Auguft*. Maximi- 
nus, Simplicius, and Doryphorianus, had long defervcd the 
fate which at length overtook them, and died unlamented; 
but the death of the renowned Theodofius, one of the 
greatell ofEcers and belt men of his age, is'tTftain on the 
character of Gratian never to be effaced, Of his glorious 
exploits in Britain and Africa we have already fpoken in 
the reign of Valentinian; but, notwithftanding the emi¬ 
nent fervices be had rendered the empire, he was this year 
by an order from court beheaded at Carthage, after he had 
triumphed over Firmus, and with his prudence and abili¬ 
ties reftored Africa to its former tranquility (U). 

His fon, named likewife Theodofius, who, being duke of 
Moefia in 374, had, with a courage and condudt far above 
his years, defended that province againfl the incurfions of 
the Barbarians, as we have related above, was obliged to 
yield to the floim, and retire to Spain his native country, 
where he lived in exile, till he was recalled by Gratian, and 
raifed to the empire. 

During thefe tranfaflions in the Welt, the Goths, driven 
out of their own country by the Hunns, approached the 
banks of the Danube, to the number of two hundred thou- 
fand men; and, being admitted by Valens into Thrace, 
they fubdued that province. Gratian was on the twenty- 
feventh of February at Treves, where he had paffed the win¬ 
ter, and on the twenty-eighth of July at Mayence, perhaps 
on fome expedition againfl the Germans not mentioned in 
hiftory; for Aufonius relates, that he took fome Germans 
prifoners, and brought them with him into Gaul *. He had 
returned to Treves on the feventeenth of September*’. By 
a law dated the fifth of March, and addreffed to Cataphro- 
nus vicar of Italy, he grants many exemptions to the clergy. 

y Cod. Theodof. p. g6, * Symm. lib, x. ep. z. p, 390, 391 

» Aufon. Conful. p. 378. •> Cod. Tlieod. Citron, p. 97, 98. 

(U) His death was owing, if young prince’s rnTnd with jea- 
St Jerom (1), Orofius (z), and loulies and fufpicions. He was, 
St. Ambrofe (3), are to be ere- at his earneft requell, baptized 
dited, to the malicious fug- juft before he died ; fo that his 
geltions of certain perfons at death was no lefs exemplary, 
court, who, envying him the than his life had been glo- 
great reputation he had de- rious (4). 
fervedly acquired, filled the 

(i) Hier. Chron. (») Orof. lib. vii. cap. jj. p. aio. (3) Ain- 
brof. Div, 3. p. izj. (4) Orof. ibid, 
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A dreadful plague raged this year in moll of the Wellerh 
provinces, and fwept off incredible numbers of people'. 
The following year 378, when Valens was conful the fixlh 
time, and Valentinian the fecond, the Goths, from Thrace, 
advanced into Mrtcedon and Theflaly, committing every¬ 
where dreadful ravages ; they even approached Coiillanti- 
nople itfelf, plundered the fuburbs, kept the city for fome 
time blocked up, and, in the end gave the emperor a total 
overthrow. Valens himfelf perifhed on this occalion, as all 
authois agree, though they differ in their accounts of his 
death ; for fome write, that he was killed upon the fpot; 
and others, that, being wounded in the field, and unable 
to fly, he was carried to a peafant’s houfe, which his at¬ 
tendants fortified. But, the Barbarians, not fufpedling the 
emperor to be there, fet fire to it, and it was confumed 
with all that were in it, except a youth, who, having made 
his efcape, firlt out of the flames, and afterwards from the 
enemy, gave the Romans an account of the emperor’s un¬ 
happy end'*. Such was the end of Valens, after he had 
lived about fifty years, and reigned fifteen, four months, 
and fome days ' (W). 

He was a flrangcr to every branch of literature, and no 
better acquainted with the military art than with the libe-_ 
ral fciences. He did not even underfland the Greek tongue, 
though he had reigned fo many years in the Eaft among the 
Greeks. He difeovered no expedients himfelf; but, when 
they were propofed by others, had difeernment enough to 
adopt the bed and molt properHe was naturally indo¬ 
lent and inaflivc, an enemy to labour, and averfe to bufi- 
nefs, which was owing to the indolent life he had led, free 
from trouble, till he was created emperor. He was ex- 




Tht Gotht 
block up 
Conftanti- 
noplt. 

Yr. of FI. 

X«I«. 

A. D. 378, 
U. C. 1176. 

77 ;^ dtath 
of f'aItttS, 


Hii fha- 
raSer. 


t Amlir. in Luc. xxi. p. zoi. Biblioth. Patr. tom. viii. p. 571;; 
< Ammian. p. 4.61. = Idem, lib. xxxi. p. 4.63, 464. f Themilt. 

Orat. vi p. 11. d; Orat.ix. p, 71, 


(W) All authors agree, that 
neither his body, nor the leaft 
remains of it, were ever found; 
and that his memory was ho¬ 
noured by no funeral obfe- 
quies. Ecclefiallical writers look 
upon his death as a judgment 
from Heaven, for his^erfecut- 
ing with great cruelty the ca¬ 
tholics, and his encouraging the 


herefy of Arius, which flourifli- 
ed and increafed in his reign, 
more than it had done under 
any of his predeceffors. With 
him perilhed in the flames, ac¬ 
cording to the modern Greeks, 
his great-chamberlain, a zealous 
patron of the Arians, and an 
avowed enemy to the orthodox 
believers (i). 


(■} Meaxi Mago. Griec. p- iij' 
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tremely timorouSj and unwilling to pvpofe himfelf to dan¬ 
ger. To this difpofition moft authi): ai'eribe the extraordi¬ 
nary deference which he always paid to his brother Valen- 
tinian s. 'I hemiftius commends his chaftity ; and Ammia- 
mis, a writer not partial in his favour, does not reproach 
him with lewdnefs and dehauchery. He wa%.'Conllant and 
faithful in his fricndfliip, fevcral inftances of which are re¬ 
lated by Ammianus. He raifed fuch only of his relations as 
were perfons of merit, and, in general, had regard to 
merit alone in the difpofal of employments. He kept a 
watchful eye over his minifters, exacted military difciplinc 
w'ith great rigour, not fuffeting his foldiers to do the Icaft 
injury to thofe through whofe countries they marched, and 
fhewed himfelf on all occalions ready to redrefs the com¬ 
plaints of his injured fiibjefls''. He difeharged the foreign 
guards, who had been employed by other princes as the mi- 
iiiftcrs of their cruelty. He w.ts thoroughly acquainted with 
the ftate of his finances, and therefore did not fufl'cr himfelf 
to be impofed upon by thofe who managed his accounts. 
Themillius flylcs him the Father of the Frovinccs, on ac¬ 
count of the great care he took in eafing them of the heavy 
taxes with which they had been loaded by his predecellors. 

• Ammianus owns, that he could not wdth more care have 
confulted the good of his own family than he did the wel- 
“ fare of all his fubjedts ; and that the Eallern provinces had 
been under no prince happier than under him. Ilowcyer, 
all authors agree, that he had a ftrong inclination to ava¬ 
rice and cruelty, which, joined to his jealous and fufpicious 
temper, induced him often to condemn innocent peifons, 
and feize on their eftates, The leafl fufpicion of treafon 
rendered him ine.xorablc, fays Ammianus, and his ears were 
open to all manner of accufations. 

Vuijfut. He left two daughters, Carofa and Anaftafia ; but all we 
know of them it, that I’rocopius, who became famous in the 
latter end of the reign of'Fheodofius, married one of them, 
being ftyled by Zofimus ‘ and Sozonien the fon-in-law 
of Valcns. "What became of the emprefs Albia Dominica, 
after the death of her hulband, we arc not told. St. Chry- 
foftom, who wrote about the year 3b'i, obferves, that the 
widow of an emperor, who had been banifhed by another 
prince, was then recalled by the mediation of many perfons 
of dlftinftion, who with much difficulty obtained that fa¬ 
vour k Mofl; writers take the emprefs, of whom he fpeaks 

g Via. Epit. Theodor. Vit. Patr. p. 815. •> Thcmift. 

Orat. X. p.ijS. t Zof. lib, v. p. 786. I’ Soz. lib. iv. 

cap. g. p, *+g. * Cliryf. ad Yid. Jun. p. 463. 
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fino hi- 
Jits^id in a 
tafite of 

tfauria. 

T-afitfcus 
flifoHigti 
iht people 
finH fot- 
^Itry. 


A t the time that the Roman empire was abelilhcd in 
the Weit, it was ufurped in the Eaft by Bafilifeus, 
wlio, upon the flight of Zeno, the lawful prinecj was pro- 
claimed emperor, and his fon Marcus acknowicged C*lar, 
Zeno fled into Ifauria, whither he was purfued by lllus 
and Trocondes, two of the ufurper’s gehcralsj who, having 
defeated the few troops he had with him, forced the un- 
happy prince into a cattle, which they immediately in> 
veiled. But, in the mean time, Bahlifcus having by his 
cruelty, avarice, enormous extortions, and, above all, by 
his unfeafonable zeal for the doflrinc of Eutyches, greatly 
exafperated the fenate and peopl# of Cpnftantinople, as 
well as the foldiery, the two generals, informed of wha( 
paired in the metropolis, and privately encouraged by thf 
fenate, inftcad of purfuing the liege, openly declared for 
Zeno-, and, joining him with all theinforccs, diret^lcd their 
march to Confhantinopk. BafilifcuS no fooner heard of 
their revolt than he difpatched Harmatius, or Armatus, hiq 
kinfman, with a very numerous army againft them, after 
liaviag obliged him to fwettr by his baptifm, that he would 

not 
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not betray blm. But, notwithHandinj;; this oath, he had'no 
foonsr paffed the Bofpoi us than he joined Zeno, who was 
encamped, with Ulus and Trocondes, in the neighbourhood 
of Nice, upon that prince’s promifing to appoint him ge¬ 
neral of the troops of his houfhold, and to continue him in 
that office during life ; to raife his fon Bafilifeus, who was 
yet very young, to the dignity of Cscfar; and to leave him 
the empire after his death Zeno, thus reinforced, march¬ 
ed diredfly to Conftantinople, which he entered without 
oppofition, the ufurper Hying for refuge, with his wife Ze- 
nonides, and his children, to the great church, where he 
is faid to have laid down his crown upon the altar. Zeno 
ordered them to be immediately ftripped of all the marks 
of the imperial dignity. Having foon after got them into 
his power, they being either betrayed a fecund time by 
Harmatius, as Candidus Ifaurus relates or delivered up, 
as we read in Procopius by Acacius, patriarch of Cou- 
ftantinople, he confined them to a callle in Cappadocia, 
named Limnos, w^here they perifiied in a fliort time with 
hunger and cold Thus ended the ufurpation of Bafilil- 
cus, after it had lafted twenty months. 

Zeno, purfuant to his promifc, raifed Harmatius to the 
' poft of general of the troops of his houdiold, and his fon 
Bafilifeus to the dignity of C'.efar; but foon after, dillrult- 
ing the father, on account of his treachery and ingratitude 
to Bafilifeus, who had preferred him to the fird: employ¬ 
ments in the ftate, he commanded him to be murdered in 
the p.rlace, employing for that purpufc Onoulns, or Orjou - 
phus, by birth a Barbarian, brought up in the family of 
Harmatius, and by bis interelt raifed from a mean condi¬ 
tion to the dignity of count, and the poll of genera ol 11- 
lyricum. Bafilifeus, the fon of Harmatius, was ilcpofcd 
from the dignity of Catfar, and made rc.idt r in a c l ure 
near Conftantinople. He wa.s afterwards ordained hilhop 
of Cyziciis, the metropolis of the Hellefpont, wlmh rhurcli 
he governed W'ith great prudence and piety, am ,i i i t m 
cib at the council of Conftantinople- During the ufurpa- 
tion of Bafilifeus, a dreadful lire broke out at Cn'idantuio- 
pie, which confunied great part of the cit) 
brary, containing a hundred and tw-enty i i 
and the works of Homer, wrliten, as is 
charaflcrs on the great gut of a dragon, 
twenty feet long 
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In the courfe of the following year, Theodorjc, the fort 
of 1 tiarius, who had efpoufed the cauie of Bafilifcus, broke 
into Thrace with a numerous army of Goths, and advanced 
within foqr miles of Conftantinople ; an invalion which fp 
terrified the cmperpr, that he concluded a peace with him 
uppit his own terms ; one of the articles of whiph was, that 
Theodoric (hould be appointed commander in chief of the 
Boman Jiorfe ^ Next year Marcian, the fon of Anthe- 
niius, who had reigned in the 'Weft, claiming the empire 
in right of hi? wife Leontia, .the eldeft daughter of the late 
pmperor Leo, uncxnedledly attacked the imperial palace in 
•Conftantinople, at the head of fome malecoiiterits, prepared 
for any defperate attempt. The emperor’s guards, endea¬ 
vouring to make head againft them, were either difperfed, 
pr cut in pieces, and Zeno himfelf fliut up with a fmall 
number of officers ip the palace. Had Marcian purfued 
his defign, and forced the gates of the palape, the emperor 
muft have fallen into his hands ; but the attack being with 
the utmoft imprudence put off till the next morning, Zeno 
in the mean time gained over, partly hy prefents, partly 
by promifes, moft of the followers of Marcian, who, ter¬ 
rified at this defection, took fancluary in the church of the 
Apoftles, whence he w^s dragged W emperor’s order,, 
ofdained prieft, and confined to a monaftcry in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Caefarpa in Cappadocia p, 

As Zeno had not for fome years paid the Oftrogoths in 
Pannpnia their annual penfion, Theodoric their king no 
fooner heard of the revolt of Marcian than he made an ir- 
yuptioit into Macedon ; and from thence advancing into 
Epirus, reduced Ppras, on the Adriatic Sea, that import¬ 
ant plape being betrayed by a Goth named Sidimpnt. But 
Sabinianus, an officer of great experience pnd addrefs, hav¬ 
ing furprifed and cut in pieces a ftrong leinforcement that 
was mjirching to the affiftance of Theodoric, under the 
conduft of his hrothep Theudimont, and taken all their bag¬ 
gage, and two thoufand waggons loaded with prpvifions, 
the Gofhs, abandoning Dura's, retjred with precipitation 
into Pannonia. H^xt year Zeno not only concluded a 
peace, but entered info an alliance, with Hunneric, the fon 
and fuepeffor of Genferic, who had died three years be¬ 
fore ^ In 4?I, Theodoric, king of the Oftrogoths, re¬ 
newed h's ravages, defolating the provinces of Macedon 
and ThelTaly ; hoftilities which obliged Zeno to comply 
yvith his demands, to yield to him part of Lower Dacia and 

o Jorn. cap. 57 . p. 6p6, P Capdid. r- lo- Evagr- p. 335 - 
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command of the troops of the 
houftiold, and to name him conful for the enfilin? year 
Upon thefe terms he withdrew out of Macedon ami Th : 

J- V'l Ta metropolis of the latter province 

which he had taken ; and promifed to employ, when re’ 
quircd, all his forces in defence of the empire ' In the 
following year Leontius, a native of Chalcis in Syria, and 
commander of the troops in that province, revolting, fome 
fay at the mitigation of the emprefs Verina, caufed him- 
felf to be proclairned emperor. Zeno immediately dif- 
patched Ulus, captain of the guards, againit him ; but he 
inftead of oppofing, joined Leontius ; and, having ravaged 
the provinces of Syria and Ifauria, advanced to Antioch, 
with a defign to feize on that metropolis. Longinus, the 
emperor s brother, met them in that neighbourhood, at 
the head of a confiderable army ; but his troops were to a 
man cut in pieces by the rebels, and himfelf was taken 
prifoner. 

After this vidlory, Leontius and Ulus entered Antioch 
in triumph. Zeno, upon the defeat and captivity of his 
brother, difpatchcd John, an officer of great valour and 
experience, into Syria, with what troops he could alTcin- 
Jjle, and prevailed upon Theodoric the Odrogoth, to join 
him with a numerous army of Goths. Thefe two com¬ 
manders were attended with better fiiccefs ; for meeting 
Leontius and Ulus in the neighbourhood of Selciicia, they 
gained a complete viftory ; and the following year obliged 
the two ringleaders of the revolt to take refuge in the 
ftrong caftic of Papyra in Cilicia, which John immediately 
Invellcd, while Theodoric returned, as the war feemed now 
ended, with his troops to Conftantinople ‘. 'J'rocundus, 
the brother of Ulus, taken prifoner by John, as he was at¬ 
tempting to make his efcape out of Syria, in order to llir 
up the Barbarians, was, by his order, beheaded The 
fame year Theodoric, upon fome difgult, withdrew from 
Conftantinople, and returned into Pannonia. Evagriiis af- 
ferts, that Zeno, jealous of the glory he had acquired by 
his late viftory, and of the great elleem perfons of all ranks 
fliewed him, attempted to difpatch him privately “. How¬ 
ever that be, it is certain that Theodoric, after having 
fpent the following year, when Longinus and Decius were 
confuls, in railing troops, and making other military pre¬ 
parations, as if he defigned to make war upon the Barba- 

' Jorn. Rcr. Goth, cap, 57. p- 6j6- Tlieoplian. p. m. 

Liberat. cap. iS. p. 125. ‘ Theoplian. ibul. Evagr. 

lib, i|i. pp. 17. p. 356, 


4+1 

Lowtr 
Dacia and 
Mcvjia 
yieidtd It 
'Ih^Ddoric, 
Itin^ ef tht 
OJireguih,, 

I-nnt:ai 

ri-julu. 


Yr. of FL 

2 S 3 ,. 

A.D. 4 S 4 . 

UC.ijj,. 

h ioined Ij 
Itiu,. 


7 /irj' art 
hith dttfal- 
edt and be» 
JifgeJ m 
Paftyta, 


theodoric 
the Of.ro~ 
goth breakt 
into 

Thrace* ■ 



44 * 


The Conjlaniinofolitan Hijlory. 


i^tontius 
find Ulus 
iaken, 
mdput to 
datth. 


Ztn6*s 

^rueltj. 


|/fjr diath. 


rians, broke fuddenly into Thrace at the head of a nume¬ 
rous army ; and putting all to fire and fword, advanced 
within fifteen miles of Condantinople ; but, inltead of lay¬ 
ing fiege to that metropolis, as was apprehended, he re¬ 
turned into Pannonia the following year, in virtue of a pri¬ 
vate treaty between him and Zeno, by which the emperor 
gave him, as fome authors write, all the provinces of Italy, 
held then by Odoacer, encouraging him to refcuc them 
from the hands of that Barbarian, and promifing to ac- 
Itnowlege him king of Italy The Romans afterwards 
pretended that Zeno had fent Theodoric to conquer Italy, 
not for himfelf, but for the emperor of the Eafl, to whom 
of right it belonged. On the other hand, the Goths main¬ 
tained that Zeno had yielded it to be held for ever by the 
Goths. However that be, Theodoric, in the beginnirig of 
the autumn of the year 487, when Boetius was conful, 
returned to Nova in Mocfia, which city he had chofen for 
the place of his refidence. Having fpent the winter in 
military preparations, he advanced, at the head of a power* 
ful army, towards Italy ; and entering that country, de¬ 
feated Odoacer in fevcral battles, and eftabliflied a new mo¬ 
narchy. 

Leontius and Ulus, after having defended with incredible 
bravery the caftlc of Papyra for the fpace of four years, 
were at length taken by treachery, and put to death. 
Their heads were fent to Conllatitinople, and expofed for 
fcveral days to public view *. In the following confulfliip 
of Anicius Probinus, and Chronion Eufebius, Zeno order¬ 
ed feveral perfpns of great difliniflion to be executed, and 
banillied others, confifeating their eftates under pretence 
that they had favoured Leontius and Ulus f. Zeno, raging 
with more cruelty than ever, caufed Pelagius, a patrician 
of great diftin£lion, to be ftrangled, for no other reafon but 
becaufe he had been told by an aftrologer that he was to 
fucceed Zeno *. The emperor did not long furvive him ; 
for in the month of April of the following year 491, when 
Olybrius was conful, he was feized with violent pains in 
his bowels, which carried him off in a few days, after he 
had lived fixty-five years, and nine days, and reigned fc- 
veiUeen years and three months “ (B)- He is painted by 


* Jorn. Ber. Goth. Hb. ii cap. 57. p. (9,6. * Tlieoph. p. 114. 

Phot. cap. 14a. p. 107*. Theodor, p. 558. r Cedr. p. 354- 

a Zonar. p. 44. * Chron. Alex. p. 758. Evagr. lib. ui. 

cap. ij. p. 357. 

(B) The more modern Greek Cedrenus, tell us, that being 
frriters, and amongft the rcB I'cized with an epileptic fit, he 
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the ancients SS one of the moft widcert ,i»k i •. 
princes recorded in hiftory, deftitute of every i"' 

Upon the death of Zeno, his brother Londnus bid 
claim to the emmre 5 but he being univerfally abLrred for 
b.s lewdnefs aucl cruelty, Anadne, widow to the decea ed 
emperor, eafily prevailed upon the fenate to acknowlege 
Anaftafius for emperor, who was accordingly crowned on 
the eleventh of April m the circus, according to fome bv 
Anadne S according to others, by Euphemius, patriarch 
of Lonltantmople, who abfolutely refufed to place the im 
penal crown upon his head, till he had bound himfelf 
by a folemn oath, to proteft the Catholic church, and’ 
maintain the doftrine of the two councils of Nice and 
Chalcedon. He was no fooner proclaimed emperor th in 
he married Ariadne, being then in the fixtictli year of his 
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was buried alive, his wife Ari- which has been long fmcc loif 
adne, who hated him, and was Mirlus or Males, by prolcllioa 
hi love with Anaftafius, whom a fophift, wrote the hiftory of 
flic immediately married, not Zeno and Bafililcus; luit of 
fuffering him to be relieved, that work only fome fragments 
though he made a dreadful noife have reached 05(3). Candi- 
iii his tomb ; which being af- dus, by birth an Ifaurian, com- 
terwards opened, he was found prifed in three books a very 
to have devoured the flefti of particular and diftiiict account 
his own arms, and even his of what happened from the e- 
bufkins (1). But of this tra- leflion of Leo to that of Anaf- 
gical end no mention is made by tafius. A Ihort abftraift of his 
the more ancient writers. work has been convej'cd to lu 

(C) Theoduliis, a native of by Photius. Evagrius, in 
Syria, publiflied in the reign of fpcakiiigof Zeno, often quotes 
Zeno fevcral pieces agaiiift the and highly commends Kiifta- 
Manichees, and other heretics, thius, a native of Philadelphia, 
a comment on tbeEpiftle of St. who wrote an abridgment of 
Paul to the Romans, and a the Roman hiftory, from Ai- 
poem on the mirqcles related in nc.is to the twelfth year of 
the Old Teflanient, and on the Zeno’s reign. Photius fpeaks 
fables of the poets (2). His of Vidloritius, who ivrote fome 
comment has reached our rimes, orations in eonimcniiation of 
John the grammarian publiftied the coiifuls, and of the emperor 
a book againft the Eutyghians, Zeno. 

(0 Cedren. p. 355. (») Marc. Chron.Gennad. cap. 91. 

Sixtus Senenf. lib. iv. p. 381. Poftevin. p. 469. Sigebert. cap. 134, 
(3) Phot. cap. 7*. p. 172. Zonar. p. 44. Lvagr. p, 78. 
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age He was a native of Duras, the metropolis of New 
Lpirus in Illjrricum. All we know of his family is, that 
his father was born in the fame city ; that his mother was 
a Manichce, and Clearchus, her brother, an Arian 
Anaftafius himfelf is by fome ilyled a Manichee, by others 
an Eutychian. Magna, whom fome maintain to have been 
the emperor’s After, others to have been wife to his bro¬ 
ther, named Paul, was a zealous Catholic ^ Anaflafius 
had^jiot yet attained to the rank of fenator, when he was 
raifed to the empire, being at that time one of the great 
chamberlain’s officers, named filentiarii, whofe province it 
was to caufe proper filence to be obferved in the palace. 
He is faid to have led, while a piivate man, a very ablte- 
niious life, and to have given fignal inftanccs of his inte¬ 
grity ; whence, upon bis receiving the purple and diadem 
ill the circus, the people, applauding his promotion, ex¬ 
claimed w'ith one voice, “ Heign, Anaftafius, as you have 
lived 6.” 

The beginning of his reign was defervedly applauded by 
perfons of all ranks ; for he immediately remitted whatever 
was due to the treafury, and entiiely aboliflied the infa¬ 
mous tax called chiyfargyrum, which w'as levied every 
fifth year upon thofe, even common beggars not excepted, 
who fold any thing, of how little value foever ; whence it 
W'as called the gold of tribulation. To pay it, parents w'ere 
often obliged to fell their children, after they had been 
ftripped of every thing elfe. It was not only raifed on all 
traders, in w'hat kind foever of merchandize they dealt, 
but on the public proftitutes, who, by paying to the prince 
a confiderablc lhare of what they earned by their infamous 
profeffion, feemed to have purchafed a right to purfue with 
impunity their fcandalous praiflices. Alexander Severus, 
being affiamed, though a Pagan, to fuffer the money thus 
raifed to be lodged in the treafury, .ordered it to be kept 
feparate, and to be employed in repairing the public edi¬ 
fices Theodoflus the Younger fnpprefled this infamous 
tribute ; but it was foon after revived through the avarice 
of his fucceffors. This abolition of the ebryfargyrum is 
recorded by all the hiltorians who mention Anallafius, as 
an adtion truly great, hcrpic, and almofl divine, worthy of 
being tranfmitted to the latefl pollerity, and capable Of 
covering the many faults wljicli arp but too defervedly laid 
to that prince's charge *. 

>1 Evagr p. 357- Tlieopli. p. 117- = Theodor, p. 55S. 
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At the fame time the new prince drove all informers 
out of Conftantinople, and put a flop to the enormous abufe 
introduced by Zeno of expofing to fale all public ofliccs, 
and beftowing, to the great opprefTion of the unhappy peo¬ 
ple, the belt governments on the higheft bidders 

Anaftalius having, by thefe and fcvcral other affs of ge- 
nerofity, gained the affeftions of the people, they to a man 
joined him againlt Longinus, the deceafed emperor’s bro¬ 
ther, who, in the beginning of the following year, when 
the emperor Anallafius and Rufus were confuls, raifed 
Ibme difturbances in Conftantinople; but was immediately 
feized, deprived of his employments, and banilhed into 
Ifauria, his native country. With him were driven out of 
Conftantinople all the Ifaurians, who were very powerful 
in the late reign. The Ifaurians, thus baniflied the city, 
efpoufed the caufe of Longinus, and, openly revolting, 
kindled a civil war in the^ bowels of the empire. '1 liuy 
were headed by Longinus, the late emperor’s brother, by 
another Longinus, furnamed Selinontlus, from the city of 
.Selinus in Ifauria, the place of his nativity, by Indus, 
Theodorus, Ninilingbus, and feveral other Ifaurians of 
diftindlion, w'ho had been raifed by Zeno to the firft cm- 
^aloyments of the ftate. Conon, bifliop of Apamea in Sy¬ 
ria, abandoning his flock, joined his countrymen, ami be¬ 
came one of the ringleaders of the revolt'. Umler thelc 
chiefs, the rebels feized on an immenfe quantity of amis, 
and vaft fums lodged by Zeno in a fort in Ifauria, wulrh 
enabled them to raife and arm above a hundred and lllty 
tlioufand men. The emperor, alarmed at their progrefs, 
ililpatched the flower of his troops ngainft them, under the 
coudua of two of the molt renowned generals of that age, 
John the Scythian, and John furnamed Gibbus, or the 
ilunch-backed, who encountering the rebels in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Cotycea in Phrygia, cut great numbers of 
them in pieces, and obliged the reft to take refuge amongft 
the inacccfllble mountains of Ifauria, where they mairu.un- 
ed themfelves fix years, iiotwitbftanding the utmoft elforrs of 
the belt generals of the empire Ninilingbus, one of tlie.r 
chief leaders, was killed in the above 

In the following year the emperor, • r 

the generofity he affefled on his accelfion to ^ ’ 

was naturally of a mod avaricious ! "i, 

on the inhabitants ol Conftantinople, ca ec ^ . 
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Tie Conjlantinopolitan Htftorye 

cenfed them to fuch a degree, that, running to itrme, ther 
pulkd down the emperor’s ftatues, and dragged them 
through the chief ftreets of the city, with thofe m the em- 
prcfs Ariadne, uttering mo(t injurious in.ve£lives againft 
her and AnaftaGus How this tumuU ended we are not 
informed. Theodoric the Goth, having completed the 
conqueil of Italy, by the reduftion of Ravenna, after three 
years fiege, was proclaimed king of that country, without 
waiting the return of ambafl*adors, whom he had fent to 
Conftantinople for the enGgns of royalty. However, he dif- 
patchcd Feftus or Fauftus, and Irenseus, two perfons of 
rank, to folicit the emperor’s approbation, and excufe the 
liberty he had taken. Anaftafius received his excufes, pro- 
mifed not to moleft him in the poflcflion of the country he 
had conquered, and fent him the enGgns of the royal dig¬ 
nity Hence it appears, that he acknowleged in fome 
degree the authority of the emperor. BeGdes, he fufiiered 
the Romans to receive the confullliip from the emperor of 
the Eall. It is true he named, in 511, Felix to that dignity; 
but at the fame he begged AnallaGus to confirm what he 
had done p. 

In 494, when Afterius and PrjeGdius were confuls, Dio¬ 
genes, one of the emperor’s generals, having furprifed thj 
city of Claudiopolis in Ifauria, held by the rebels, he was 
clofely befieged by biftiop Conon, and reduced to fuch dif- 
tiefs, that he muft have foon cither perilhed with hunger, 
or been cut in pieces with all his men, had not John, fur- 
named Cibbus, opening himfelf a way over Mount Taurus, 
and falling unexpcClcdly upon the rebels, obliged them to 
retire with great flaughter. The bilhop, fighting with great 
refolution and intrepidity at the bead of his followers, re¬ 
ceived a wound, of which he died foon after In the two 
following years fome inconGderable advantages were gained 
over the Ifaurian rebels, who were totally defeated, whetl 
the emperor Anaftafius was conful the fecond time, by John 
the Scythian. Longinus, brother to the late emperor ^no, 
and Theodoras or Athenodorus, being taken prifoners, 
they were both executed by that general’s orders, and their 
beads fent to Conftantinople, where they were expofed to 
public view in the fuburbs called Syca. The head of Athe¬ 
nodorus was afterwards fent to Tarfus, and fet upon a pole 
before the gate of that city The other ringleaders of the 
rebellion, namely, Longinus Sclinontius, and Indus, werC 
taken the following year, when John the Scythian wascon- 

" Marc. Chron. p. 408. " Ammiai). Anonym, p. 408. 

r Procop. p. 402, 9 Tbeoph, p. up r Evagr. hb. iii. 

cap. 3 j. p. j66. 
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ful with Pttallnus, and fent loaded with chains to Conftati- 
tinople. Longinus was afterwards racked to death at 
Nice. As feveral cities in Ifaiiria were ruined during this 
war, which had lafted fix years, the inhabitants of Ifauria 
were removed into Thrace, and the annual penfion of five 
thoufand pieces of gold, paid to them by Zeno, taken away 
for ever’. 

This year the emperor narrowly efcaped being murdered 
in the circus by the populace, upon his refufmg to caufe 
fome prifoners tp be releafed who had been concerned in a 
riot. It was with the utmoft difficulty that the guards 
fereened him from the fury of the enraged multitude, and 
the fhowers of flones difeharged againlt him. When the 
multitude found themfelves repulfed by the foldicry, they 
fet fire to the hippodrome, which confumed that and feve¬ 
ral other ftately edifices, with the fquaie of Conftautinc, 
in which not a flngle building was left ftaniling'. At this 
period the Arabs and Saracens, named Sccnita:, made an 
irruption into Paleftinc and Syria Euphratefiana ; but in 
Syria they was defeated by Eugenius, who commanded the 
p/oman troops, and in Palelline by Romanus, governor of 
that province, who, on that occafion, recovered the illand 
of Jo tape in the Red Sea, which the Arabs Seem tx had 
■feized,and protected the Roman merchants trading to Iiidia“. 

In 400, when Joannes Gibbus and Afclepioii were con- 

fills, the Bulgarians invading Thrace, Arifius, comman er 

of the troops in Illyricum, marched againlt them at the 

head of fifteen thoufand men, and engaged them on t le 

banks of the Zurta or Zorta; but was defeated with he 

lofs of four thoufand men, amongft whom were the counts 

Nicoflratus, Innocentius. and Aquilnnis, 

officers of diftin£tion. The Barbarians, after having pin - 

dered aU the open places in Thrace, rctiiTil beyoud be 

Danube'^. Thc^fame year Neoexfarea, and feveral odicr 

cities inPontus, fuffered feverely by an earthquake. 1 he 

veir coo, when Patritiiis and Hypatius 

ouite barren of events. In the following eonrulffiip of l oui- 

ffi^trae^n: i-Sme. cmn.iut^^.^ 
!itreii^g in-nRdSth'^e^rpTr^^ refuting to lend him a 
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certain fum, which he owed to the king of the Nephthalite 
or Ephthalite Hunns, entered Armenia at the head of a nu¬ 
merous army. Having reduced the cities of Theodoliopolis 
and Martyropolis, he laid clofe fiege to Amida, which the 
inhabitants defended with fuch vigour and refolution, that 
the king, defpairiiig of being able to reduce it, had already 
ordered his troops to retire; but fome women, probably 
common proftitutes, reviling and rallying him from the 
walls in a manner not to be expreffed by a modeft writer, 
be refolved to purfue the fiege ; and at length made him- 
felf mafler of the place, after having lain before it eighty 
days, or, as others write, four months r. Moft of the in¬ 
habitants were put to tbe fword, and the town was pillaged. 

In the mean time Anaftafius difpatched a powerful army 
againft the enemy, commanded by Patritius, Hypatius, and 
Areobindus, which lalt had married Juliana, the daughter 
of the emperor Olybrius. Under them commanded Celer, 
Juftin, afterwards emperor, his fon Vitalianus, Fatritiolis, 
Romanus, and feveral other officers of didinffion. But 
the Perfians having reduced Amida before they reached 
that place, they divided the army into two bodies, one, un¬ 
der the command of Patritius and Hypatius, attempting to 
make an irruption into tbe enemy’s country on the fide of 
Amida, and tbe other marching under the command of 
Areobindus to Nifibis, in order to furprife that important 
place. In the mean time Cabades, having alTembled his 
troops, went to meet Areobindus, who, upon his approach, 
abandoning his camp and baggage, fled in the utmoll con- 
fufion to Con flan tina, after having prefTed Hypatius and 
Patritius in vain to join him, and with their united forces 
to oppofe the enemy, who was far fuperior in number to 
either of the divifions they commanded. Areobindus be¬ 
ing put to flight, Cabades, without lofs of time, marched 
againft Hypatius and Patritius ; and coming upon them by 
furprize, cut their whole army in pieces, the two generals 
having with difficulty efcaped by a timely flight. Cabades, 
having now no enemy to oppofe, over-ran Mefopotamia, 
extending his ravages to the very borders of Syria, till he 
was obliged, by the approach of winter, to return into Perfia*. 

In the following year Celer, entering the province of 
Arzanene, belonging to the Perfians, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, ravaged it to a great extent, while the other 
generals undertook the fiege of Amida, the Perfians being 
diverted by a fuJden irruption of the Hunns, The place 

r Pi ocop. Bell Pti f. lib. i. cap. 7. p. 10, II. Evagr. lib. iii. cap. 
%!' P' jfi?' Procop. p. li. Theoph. p. 
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held out till both the Romans and Ferlians being exhauflc^d 
with the fatigues of a liege in the depth of winter, it wa? 
agreed, that the Perfians fiiould deliver the city to the Ro- Amidare- 
mans, upon thcif paying to the king of Perfia fifty talents, f^oridutht 
Thus the Romans recovered the irhportant city of Atniria, fii'wanr- 
in the confullhip of Sabinianus and Theodorus, after it had 
been pofleflcd two years by the Perfians. Upon their en¬ 
tering the place, they found that the enemy had not fu/fi- 
cient provifions to fupporc them fevcn days longer, though 
they had lived very fparingly during the ficgc. Not long 
after, a truce for feveu years, which laftcd about twenty, 
was concluded between the two empires, Cabades being 
engaged in war with the Caduceans, HunnS) and other Bar- 
barians. Mondon or Mondo, a Goth, having fettled with /uruct 
many of his countrymen in fome uninhabited places beyond .miV/i the 
the iJanube, felzed on a fortrefs called Hcrta ; and thence, Pirftani. 
by freiquent incurfions into the Roman territories; continued 
haraffing the fubjeiRs of the empire, affumlng the title of 
king. Analtafius difpatchcd Sabiriiahus againu him, fon of 
tlie famous general of that name, at the head of ten tlioufanj 
chofen men i a circumllance which obliged Mondon to have 
tecourfe to Theodoric the Goth, king of Italy, who the year 
before bad reconquered- Patinonia, and recovered Sirmiiini 
out of the hands of the Gepidae. As Momlo had entered The R,. 
into an alliartce with Theodoric, Pitzia, one of that prince’s 
generals, marched to his alfiftancc, defe^e.l .Sabinianus in 
.1 pitched battle near Margus in “"''/"I';!-, 

him to take refuge in the calUe of ^ato^ ‘j 

tics occafioned a mifunderftanding between ThCodor.c and 
Analtafius, as we fliall relate m the hiltory of the Ollro- 

thiJ?uIaure AnaRafius, to defend not only .be city 
of Conftaminople, but the adjacent iJj W,Ut 

fudden irruptions of the Barbarians, bu.lt die ramous txaU S 
called the L^g Wall, and the Wall of 
frequent mention is made by the 

was diftant from Conftantinople two bundled and cigh y 

Turfongs; extended from fea to f-.b-'ng four hundred and 

twenty furlongs “ \nd"tbc Neighbouring 

poUs, but the city of Sf.'y'^^ard'en with an incredible 

country, which was a continued g r’ , r - richlv fur- 

number twentjfeet in breailth. 
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by wbich means the inhabitants, upon the fliorted warm¬ 
ing, had an opportunity of putting themfelves in a poftute 
of defence, and repulfing the Tiarbarians with eafeHe 
likewife caufed the city of Daras, a frontier town towards 
Perfia, to be repaired and fortified, in order to prevent the 
Perfians from invading the empire on that fide Darus 
flood on the Cardus, about fifteen miles from Nifibis, and 
three from Charrhx. 

Ill 511, the Heruli, after having long roved from one 
country to another, pafled the Danube, and were received 
into Thrace; where lands were allotted them, upon their 
engaging to ferve with fidelity in the Roman armies, when 
required. In the next confulfliip or Probus and Clemen- 
tinus, the emperor, at the inlligation of the Eutychians, 
whom he favoured, drove Mareilonius, the orthodox patri¬ 
arch of Conllantinople, from his fee, and preferred Timo- 
theus, an avowed follower of Eutyches, in his room, who, 
by attempting to introduce innovations in the public woi- 
fliip, raifed great difturbances in that city. Many of the 
inhabitants were killed in a tumult between the Catholics 
and Eutychians, and fcvtral houfes burnt; amongfl the rell, 
that of the picfeft Martinos, with its rich furniture, that 
magillrate having narrowly efcaped'being confumed in the 
flames Vitalianus, one of the emperor’s generals, ef- 
pouling the caufc of Maetdoniiis, and the other orthodox 
bifliops, perfecuted by Anallafius, approached Conllanti- 
nople, at the head of a numerou.s army, raifed in three days, 
threatening to depofe the emperor, if he did not reflorc the 
banifhed bifliops to their fees, and expel the Eutychians. 
Anallafius, who was a zealous patron of the dodliine of 
Eutyches, refufing to comply with his requeli, he made 
himfelf mafler of Muelia and Thrace ; took Cyril, governor 
of the latter province, prifoner; anu defeated Hypatius, the 
emperor’s nephew, who likewife fell into his hands : then 
appearing before Conllantinople with his vidlorio'is army, 
Anaftafius, who was n.ot in a condition to oppofe him, fo- 
Icmnly promifed to comply with his demands ; to put aii 
cnil to the perfeention which he had raifed againfl the Ca¬ 
tholics ) to rellore Macedoniuj, and the other orthodox 
bifliops, to their fees; and to call an oecumenical council, 
anil fland to the deeifions of the prelates of the church. 
AiHiflafius had no fooner figned thefe articles, thaifVita- 
li.iiius withdrew from the neighbourhood of Conllantinople; 
and, Jilbamling his troops, fent Hypatius, whom he had 

Procop, .iXdif. lib. iv. cap, 9. 
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Anaftarms, thus dielivered from his fears, purfued the 
perfecution againll the Catholics with rtiore cruelty than 
ever, as the reader will find related at large by the ccclefiaf- 
tic writers. In 5I7, when Anaftafius was conful the fourth 
time, with Agapetus, the northern Barbarians, invited by 
Marcellinus Gette, breaking into Iliyrirum, laidwafte Ma- 
cedon and Epirus, defeated Pompeius, the emperor’s ne¬ 
phew, in the neighbourhood of Ailrianople; and, pene¬ 
trating as far as Thefialy, retired from thence beyond the 
l!)anube unmolelled, with an immenfe booty, and an incre¬ 
dible number of captives The following year, the em¬ 
peror Anaftafniswas found dead in his chamber on the ninth 
of July. Authors do not agree in the circumftnnces of his 
death : fome write, that a violent dorm ariling, the dread 
and terror with which he was feized, being confeious to 
himfelf of many cruel and unjuft murders, put an end to 
his life f -, others foppofe him to have been killed by light¬ 
ning s. He died in the eighty-eighth year of his age, after 
having reigned twenty-feven years, and three monthsNo 
prince perhaps was ever more beloved in the 'leginning, nor 
more hated in the end, of his reign. He gave at firft fe- 
Veral inftances of generofity, complacency, modeiation. 
and application to public affairs, feeming to have nothing 
fo much at heart as the welfare of his fubjetls ; but he foon 
abandoned himfelf to all manner of wickednefs, felling the 
public offices, and (luring with the governors of provinces 
the fpoils of the unhappy people, whom he fuff''''ed them to 
opprefs with the moft enormous exaiflions. i he ecclclial- 
tic w'riters paint him in the blackeft colours imaginable } 
but as he perfecuted the Catholics, and countenanceil, to 
the utmoft of his power, the Eutychians, they were per¬ 
haps fo far prejudiced againft him as 10 overlook the few 
good qualities which other authors allow him, and regard 

only his vices. , . _ 

Anaftafius being dead, Juftin, then prefcftus pnetoiio, 
was by the foldicrs of the houfhold proclaimed emperor. 
He was defeended of an obfeure and mean family in 1 hra^, 
having been in his yoifth employed m 

afterwards lifted among the ’ 

and having, on fevcral occafions, given Ag"®? P'^/® ^ 
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low (latioil of a common foldicr to the port of a tribune, and 
from that foon after to the, office of prefedtus prxtorio, 
Evagrius writes, that Amantius, the dcceafed emperor’s 
great chamberlain, having entrufted Juilin with large fums 
to purchafe the votes of the foldiery in favour of Theocritus 
his intimate friend, Judin didributed the money in his own 
name j and, having thus fecured the army to bis intcred, 
he was faluted with the title of Augudus, as foon as the 
death of Anadafius was known : but this account of Evag- 
rius does not at all agree vvith what we read in the letters 
faid to have been written by Judin himfelf to Hormirda, 
bifhop of Rome, foon after his promotion j wherein he tells 
him that he had been preferred, contrary to his expedla- 
tion, and againd his will, to the imperial dignity *. By 
what means foever he attained the purple, he governed with 
great equity and moderation ; and, by his deady adherence 
to the orthodox faith, and prudent adminidratioii, healed in 
a great meafure the divifions which had long rent the church 
as Well as chc date, into faflions and parties. He had fcarce 
afeended the throne, when Amantius, Theocritus, and fc- 
veral of the dcceafed emperor’s relations, perfons of great 
intcred and authority in the empire, confpired againd him; 
but the plot being difeovered, the chief authors of it, and, 
among the red, Amantius and Theocritus, were publicly 
executed, to the great fatisfaflion of the people, who hated 
them as the avowed pntioiTs of the Eutychians, and the 
chief promoters of the late perfecution againd the Catho¬ 
lics In the following year 5I9, alt the orthodox bifhops, 
who had been banifhed by Anadafius, were by the empe¬ 
ror’s orders redored to their fees, and feveral fynoda afl'em- 
bled, in which the doidriiie of the church was edablilhed, 
and that of Eutyches condemned 

NcxtyearVit dliaiius, of whom we have made mention be¬ 
fore, was raifedto theconfullhip withRudicus, but was foon 
after difpatched in the palace by the emperor’s order, upon 
his attempting to corrupt fome of the chief officers, with a 
defign to d«ofe Judin, and caufed hiftifelf to be proclaimed 
emperor. He had efpoufed the Qatholrc caufe in the reign 
of Anadafius ; but lus caballing againd Judin, a zealous 
patron of the true {aith, and his dourting the Eutychians, 
convinced the world, that it was not merely on account of 
religion he had taken arms againd ..his fovereign. JuHi- 
fiian, the ertiperor's nephew, being conful with Valerius, 
Cabades, king of Ferfia, feat a folemn embaffy to Judin, 

I Vide Baron, sd snn. 518. ^ Jorn. Reg, ^uct. cap. 48. p. tjm- 

I Evsgr. lib, if. cap. j. 
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offering to conclude a lading peace with him, provided he 
would adopt Cofrhoes, the Ferfian king’s younged fon, 
whom, to the prejudice of his elded fon Caofes, he had de¬ 
clared his fucceiflbr. The propofal was received at fird 
with great joy, both by Judin, and his nephew Jiidinian : 
but Proclus the quaedor, a man of great integrity, and well 
ikillcd in the laws, demondrating that, in virtue of the 
adoption, Cofrhoes mi^ht claim the Roman empire as his 
inheritance, it was rejedled ; a refufal which fo incenfed 
Cofrhoes, that he immediately entered Iberia, in order to 
invade from thence the Roman territories. Gurgenes, 
king of the Iberians, had recourfe to Judin, who difpatched 
a body of troops to his aflidance, under the condu£l of Sit- 
tas, and the famous Belifarius, who was then but a youth, 
and ferved in the guards of Judinian, lately declared com¬ 
mander in chief of all the forces of the empire, faittas and 
Belifarius broke into that part of Armenia which belonged 
to the Perfiaiis, and laid it wade} but being encountered 
by Narfes and Aratius, they were put to flight, and obliged 
to retire into the Rontan dominions. Narfes and Aratius 
revolted fooii after from the Perfiaiis, and ferved under 
Belifarius in Italy. The emperor, pleafed with the con- 
du£t of Belifarius, gave him the comm.ind of the forces in 
Daras, on the frontiers of Perfia". 

In 525, when Probinus, or Probus, and Pliiloxenus, were 
conCuls, Judin deprived the Arians of all their churches in 
his dominions; an edidl which occafioned a mifunderftand- 
ing between him and Theodoric king of Italy, who was a 
zealous patron of the do£lrine of Arius. But what relates 
to that prince, we referve for the liidory of the Odrogoths 
in Italy. The fame year the city of Antioch was almod 
overturned by an earthquake, and great numbers of the in¬ 
habitants were buried, with their bifliop Euphrarius, under 
the ruins ". The cities of Epidamnus, Corinth, and Ana- 
zarbus in Cilicia, underwent the fame fate; but were at a 
great expeoce redored, as well as Antioch, to 
condition, by the generous emperor, whowas fo affected wit 
their misfortune, that, putting off the purple, am laying 
afide the diadem, he appeared for feveral days in fack-cloth. 

In 526, Judin declared his nephew Juftiman his partner 
in the empite. He was the fon of Sabatius by B.glen.za, 
the fider of Judin, called by the Romans Vigilaniia H 
was a native of Taureflum, but brought up at Beder.na the 
birth-place of his uncle Judin, both cit.es on 
of Thrace and Illyricum ; wherefore he was by feme dy 
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& Thracian, by others an Illyrian. He was Tent, when a 
youth, by Juftin, then commander in chief of the Roman 
army, as a hoftage to Theodoric, king of Italy, who, upon 
the news of his uncle’s preferment, fuffered him to return 
to Conftantinople, where he was immediately honoured 
with the title of nobiliflimus, and, upon the death of Vita- 
lianus, railed to the chief command of the army Some 
authors maintain, that Jultin, at the requeR of the fenate, 
took him for his partner in the empire ; whereas others pre¬ 
tend, that the fenate was awed by threats and menaces. 
Be that as it may, it is certain, that Jullinian was this year 
declared emperor ; and, upon his entering the circus with 
the purple, and other enfigns of the imperial dignity, the 
populace received him with loud acclamations; he was 
then, as Zonaras obferves, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 
The emperor Juftin died about four months after, in the 
feventy-feventh year of his age, after having reigned nine 
years, one month, and fome days. His death is generally 
aferibed to a wound received in ,battle many years before. 
He could neither read nor write, having been employed by 
his parents in keeping cattle, till he lifted in the army; 
but was neverthelefs a man of extraordinary penetration, 
and uncommon addrefs, in the management of the moft 
difhcult affairs, well fkifted in the art of war, and in every 
refpeft equal to the high flation to which he was raifed. 

Juftinian, now foie mafter of the empire, made it his 
firft and chief buftnefs to fecure the frontiers towards Per- 
fia. With this view he ordered Belifarius, commander of 
the troops in Daras, to ereft a fort in the neighbourhood of 
Mindon, which might be a curb upon the Perfians, and 
prevent them from attacking the empire on that fide. Be¬ 
lifarius had no fooncr began the work, than Cabades, who 
Rill reigned in Perfia, after having attempted in vain, by 
threats and menaces, to divert him from it, difpatched 
a body pf troops againR him. On the other hand, JuRi- 
uian ordered the two brothers, Curtzes and Buzes, who 
comrnanded the troops quartered in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Bibanus, to join Belifarius. NofwithRanding this 
reinfqrcernent, the Romans, in the battle which enfued, 
were totally defeated, and great numbere of them taken pri- 
foners, and, among the raR, Curtzesj to whofe rafli and 
imprudent conduft the defeat yvas chiefly owing. After 
this vi(Rory, the Perfians, finding the fort abandoned by the 
Romans, levelled it with ibC ground**, War being thus 
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declared, Juflinian appointed Belifarius general of the 
ordering him to make an inroad into Verfin n ' ’ 
Perfian general, met him at the head of a 
and powerful army in the neighbourhood of dL 
V.. = entaing, ,h= P„r,„, 

five thoufand men. As the Perfians fled in great conruflon 
the Romans would, in all likelihood, have cut moft of thein 
in pieces, had not Belifarius, apprehending they might 
rally, and return to the charge, founded a retreat 

fuccefs attended the Roman arms in Armenia 
where Mermeroes, who commanded another army, con- 
fifting of Perfarmenlans, Sunites, and Hunns, was furprifed 
nnd defeated by Dorotheus, the Roman governor of Arme¬ 
nia, and bittas, general of the forces quartered in that pro¬ 
vince. Mermeroes being repulfed, the Piomans reduced 
feveral ftrong places in Perfarmenia, and, among the red, 
Pharangium, which commanded the royal mines, and vi^as 
delivered to them hy one Simeon. Abmatthis time Narfes 
and Aratius, two brothers, who, in the latter part of Juftin'a 
reign, had commanded the Perfian army in Armenia, and 
gained fome advantages over Belifarius and Sittas, as we 
have already/Slated, revolting from the Perfians, joined 
_ the Romans, who werj now mafters of the greatefl; pait of 
Perfarmenia, their native country. Narfes, the emperor's 
^UKllor in thofe parts, who was likewife a Perfarmcnian, 
received them with extraordinary marks of kindnefs and 
oflecm, making them rich prefents in the emperor’s name; 
■which encouraged their younger brother Ifaac to follow 
their example, after having held a private correfpondence 
■with the Romans, till he found an opportunity of putting 
them in pofleffion of a ftrong fort in the territory of Thco- 
dofiopolls, named Bolus. Julbinian, notwithffanding the 
advantages gained by his troops in Mefopotamia ami Ar¬ 
menia, difpatched ambaffadors to Cabades, with propofals 
for an accommodation; but the treaty being foon broken 
olF, the Perfians, early in the fprii^, invaded the Roman 
territories under the command of Azarethes. He M'afi 
joined by an incredible number of Saracens, commanded 
by Alamundarus their king, who, being a perfmi of great 
experience, and well acquainted with the country, advifed 
the Perfians to invade the Roman territories, not by the 
way of Mefopotamia and Ofrliocne, but to march dire£lly 
into Syria ; which country they might ravage, and plunder 
Antiochitfelf, before the army in Mefopotamia could le- 
(:eivc the Icaft intelligence of their motions. 
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Pcriian gpnerals approving the fchertie, the army 
began to move ; but Belifarius, apptifed of their (leiign« 
haftcncd with a ftrong detachment to the frontiers gf Syria, 
where the Perfians finding him, to their great furpri2e, 
ready to difpute their pafTage, they refolved to proceed nt» 
farther, but retire, thinking it v.'as dangerous to hazard t 
battle. On the other hand, Belifarius judging it imprudent 
tp provoke a flying enemy, far fuperior in numbers, w'aS 
for fuft'ering them to retire unmolefted ; but his army up¬ 
braiding him with cowardice, he led them on againlt the 
enemy, by whom, after a mofb obflinate difpute, they were 
routed, pelifariuS, with a fmall body of horfe, who were 
afhamed to forfake him, keeping the field, and by his refoT 
lution preventing the enemy from purfuing the fugitives. 
Next day the Perfians, who had loll in the engagement the 
flower of their army, not daring to venture a fecond 
battle, retired in good order, the Romans wbo were greatly 
weakened by their defeat, not being able to attack them 
The following year, Juflinian being defirous of concluding 
a peace with the Perfians, that he might he at leifurc tft 
pppofe the Vandals, and reunite to the empire the many 
rich provinces they had feized, difpatched Hermogenes to 
the king of Pprfia, with very equitable propofals. But 
Cabades, inflead of accepting them, fent early in the fpring 
another army into Mefopotamin, under the ppmrpand of 
Chanaranges, Afpcndcs, and Mermeroes, w'ho, after having 
ravaged the country, invefted Martyropolis, a city about 
thirty na'lps noyth of Amida, qn the river Nymphius, which 
parted the Perfiaii and Roman dominions. The place was 
not in a condition to maintain a fiege, being deflitute both 
of fqldiers and provifipns. Tpe emperor had recalled Be¬ 
lifarius, to confujt with hifP about a war with the Vandals, 
on which he was chiefly bent; and Sittas, who had fucr 
peeded him in the command of the troops in tlye Eaft, had 
not fufficient ftrength to attempt the relief of the place. 

While affairs were thus circurnftaiiced, the emperor waa 
informed, that a numerpps arqiy of Maflqgetes was marcbT 
ing into Perfia, with a defign to invade the Roman domi¬ 
nions. This intelligence Juflinian turned to great advan¬ 
tage, by perfuading tbe Perfian deferter, who brought it, 
to fpread a report in the army before Martyropolis, that 
the Maffagetes were in the Roman pay, and their real de¬ 
fign was tp fall upon the Perfians, and raife the fiege. This 
report, with the news that were foon after brought of the 
death of Cabades, mclined the Perfian generals to attend 

' Frocop. pell. perf. cap. i5. 
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to t^c overtures that were made by Sittas and Herihogpi^s, 
with whom they firft concluded a truce, retiring {i^m be¬ 
fore Martyropolis, and foon after a peace, upon the allow¬ 
ing terms : i. That the Roman emperor (hould pay to Cof- 
rh oes, who had fucceeded his father Cnbades, a thoufand 
pounds weight of gold. 2. That both princes fliould re- 
ftorc the places they had taken during the war. 3- That 
the commander of the Roman forces in Mefopotnmia Ihould 
no longer refidc at Daras, but at Conftantina. 4. That 
the Iberians, who had joined the Romans, fhould be at li¬ 
berty to return to their own country, or Hay at Conftan- 
tinople Upon thefe terms the Romans and Perlians con- 
eluded an eternal peace, as it was llyied, in 532, the lixth 
year of Juftinian’s reign, which, as it was without confuls, 
as the preceding year had been, is thus marked in the fafti; 
the fecond year after the confulfhip of Lampadius and 
Oreftes. About this time happened at Conftantinople the 
greateft tumult we find in hiftory. It began aniongft the 
different fadlions in the circus, but ended in an open re¬ 
bellion i the multitude, highly diflatisfied with the conduft 
of John the praefedfus prstorio, and of Trebonianus then 
quseftor, forcing Hyp.atius, nephew to the emperor Anafta- 
.fius, to accept the empire, and proclaiming him with great 
folemnity in the forum. As thefe minifters were greatly 
abhorred by the people, on account of their avarice, the 
emperor immediately difeharged them, hoping, by that ex¬ 
pedient, to appeafe the tumult; but the populace growing 
more outrageous, and moll of the fenators joining the re¬ 
bellious multitude, the emperor, alarmed and difpirited, 
would have abandoned the city, and made his efcape by 
fca, had not the epiprefs Theodora, with heroic courage, 
perfuaded him to part with his life, rather than w'lth 
ihc empire, by feafonably reminding him of the old lay- 
ing, How glorious a fepukhre is a kingdom. Jultmian, 
thus encouraged, refolved to continue in the palace, and, 
with the affiflance of tfie few fenators, who had not yet 
abandoned him, defend it to the laft extremity. In the 
mean time the rebels, haying attempted m vain to force 
the gates, carried Hypatius in triumph to the circus; 
where, while he was beholding the fports from the impe¬ 
rial th^pne, among the fhquts and acclamations of the peo¬ 
ple, Belifarius, who had been recalled from 1 erfia, entering 
the city with a confidcrabje body of troops under his com- 
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anil apprifcd of the ufurpalion, fell fword in hand 
upoit^^he difarmed multitude, and being feafonably joined 
by Muntjus, governor of lllyricum, at the head of a band 
of Heruli, cut above thirty tboufand of them in pieces. 
He took Hypatius, the ufurper, and Pompeius, another of 
the nephews of Anaftalius, prifoners, and carried them to 
the emperor, by whofe orders they were beheaded, and 
their bodies call into the fea. Their eilates were confifeat- 
cd, and likewife the eftates of thofe fenators who had join¬ 
ed them i but the emperor ordered great part of their lands 
and effects to be afterwards reftored, together with their 
honours and dignities, to their children ' (F). 

The tumult being appeafed, and a peace concluded with 
the king of Perlia, the emperor applied his thoughts wholly 
to the war in Africa, which he had been long determined 
on. This, and the other carried on againd the Goths in 
Italy, lalted from 433, to 541, a year remarkable for the 
triumphant return of Belifarius to Conftantinople, and no 
lefs on account of its being the lad that is marked by con- 
fuls. During the war with the Goths in Italy, the Hunns 
paired the Danube, and entering lllyricum, defolated the 
whole country, took above thirty-two cadles, dedroyed Caf- 
fandria, and returned home unmoleded, carrying with them 
an immenfc booty, and a hundred and twenty thoufand 
captives. At the fame time the Armenians, fliaking off 
the Roman yoke, gained fome advantages over the empe- 
■ror’s forces in that province ; which, with a groundlefs re^ 
port fpread abroad, that the emperor growing jealous of 
Belifarius, would no longer trull him with the command 
of his armies, encouraged Cofrhoes to invade the Roman 
dominions with a very powerful army, in violation of the 
treaty folemnly concluded a few years before. Buzes, who 
commanded in the Ead, indead of aflembling his forces, 
and providing for the defence of the provinces, fuddcnly 
difappeared, and retired no one knew whither, leaving the 
enemy at liberty to plunder, the country at their pleafure. 

As Cofrhoes met with nq oppofiiion, he direifled his 
march to byria, Haviirg taken and plundered Beioca, Hie- 

t Pi ocup. Bsll. Perf. lib. t. p. 165. 

(F) Marcellinus fuppofes that means the city was ret;t into 
this tuiDiiU was taifed by Hy- faflions, an incredible number 
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all three nephews tn the cm- ■ many llately buildings laid in 
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rapolis, and fcveral other cities, h^befiegcd Antioch bftlf, Vr. of n. 
which he foon reduced, and gave up to be plundere^Cy his *8x7. 
foldicrs, who, without diftintOdon of age or fe^^put all A.D. 540. 
they met to the fword. The king himfelf feized on all the 
gold and filver veffels belonging to the great church ; caufed 
all the valuable ftatue*, pittures, and other pieces of art, Jiegrii, 
to be conveyed into Perlia ; and having thus dripped the a«dlaij 
proud metropolis of the Ead of all its wealth and orna- ‘ 

ments, he ordered his men to fet fire to it, and lay it in 
adies; which was Hone accordingly, none of the buildings, 
even without the walls, being fpared by the outrageous and 
infulting enemy. I'hus peridied the mod wealthy, beauti¬ 
ful, and populous city of the Ead. The inhabitants who 
cfcaped the common daughter, and afterwards fell into the 
enemy’s hands, were carried into captivity, and fold in Per- 
fia to the highed bidder Juditiian, upon the fird news 
of the Perfians entering the Roman territories, had dif- 
patched ambadadors to Cofrhoes, to remind him of the ar¬ 
ticles of the treaty concluded a few years before. The 
king alleged feveral frivolous pretences for the hoftilities 
he had committed, iji order to lay the whole blame on Juf- 
tinian ; but after he had waded Syria, and enrighed him¬ 
felf and his army with the fpoils of that province, and its 
wealthy metropolis, he began to lillen to an accommoda¬ 
tion ; and accordingly a peace was concluded on the follow- A peace 
ing terms : i. That the Romans diould, within two months, esncluJrJ 
pay to the Perfian king five tboufand pounds weight of L- 
gold, and an annual penfion of five hundred. 1. That the pcfjja.^ 
Perfians fhould relinquifii all claim to Daras, and maintain 
a body of troops to guard the Cafpian gates, and prevent 
the Barbarians from breaking into the empire. 3. i hat, 
upon the payment of the above mentioned fuin, Cofrhoes 
fhould immediately withdraw his troops fioin the Homan 
territories. 

The treaty being figned, anti the dipulatcd fum paid, luho ae- 
Cofrhoes began to march back; but jfl his retreat plunder- 'veriheleft 
cd, as if the war had ftill continued, the cities of Apamea 
and Chalcis ; and crofling the Euphrates, laid wade Mefo- 
potamia, carrying with him an immenfe booty, and an in¬ 
credible number of captives. Jullinian convinced, that no 
treaties were binding with Cofrhoes, rcfolved to purfue the 
war with the utmoft vigour; and, with that defign, fent 
for Belifarius, then employed againfi the Goths in Italy; 
and, upon his arrival at Conllantinople, appointed him ge¬ 
neral againft the Perfians. While that brave commamier 
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viivintkin^ the necelTaij pr^arationsto take the ReM earip 
in (b^ ipnng of the enfuing year 542, the Lazians, no 
longer 9^e to bear the arbitrary and tyrannic;)] condu^ of 
the commander of the Roman troops in that country, re¬ 
volted to the Perfians, and delivered up all their cailies and 
ftrong-hoids. Lazica, fonnsriy pant of Colchis, lay be¬ 
tween the Euxine and Cafpian feas, and was governed by 
its own kings, who were under the proiedion of the Ro¬ 
man emperor, and received the eniigns of royalty at his 
hands. Their prefent king’s name was Gubazes, who had 
ferved the Romans with ^rcat fidelity, and continued at¬ 
tached to their intereil, till Joannes Tzibus, commander 
of the Roman troops quartered in his dominions to awe the 
neighbouring fberians, by ereding a fort, to curb the Lazi¬ 
ans, and exa£ling exorbitant contributions for the payment 
of his foldiers, forced, in fome meafurc, both the prince 
and bis fubje£ls, though otherwife well afiefled to the em¬ 
pire, to have recourfe to the king of Perfia, who, upon the 
lirfl: invitation, entered their country, and, being affifted 
by the natives, expelled the Romans, and placed every¬ 
where Perfian garrifons». 

In the.mean time Belifarius, not apprifedof the revolt of 
the Lazians, entered Perfia at the head of a powerful 
army ; and, having made himfelf mafter of a fortrefs called 
Sifibranum, ravaged Affyria; but was obliged, by the vio¬ 
lent heats., and the diftenipers that began to rage in his 
ariTty, tp return, bpfore the end of the fummer, into the 
Roman dominions- Cofrhoes was no fooner informed of 
•he invafion of Belifarius, than, quitting Lazica, he ha- 
llened into Afiyii^ i but, being informed on his march,. 
that the Romans had retired, he put his army into winter- 
quarters, and withdrew to Ctefiphon *. The ipriiig follow¬ 
ing, he again invaded the Roman territories, purfuing his 
march through Comagenc, with a defign to enter Palx- 
ftine, and enrich himfelf with the fpoils of that fertile and 
wealthy province. 'Belifarius, who had returned to Con- 
ftantinopje, upon the firft news of this invafion, flew to 

f iuropu^ pn the Euphrates, and there collefled a body of 
orces, ifome time after Cofrhoes had pafled that river; a 
tnotion which fo alarmed the Perfian king, dreading an 
enemy at his back, that he dropt his intended expedition 
into Pfleftiiie, and retuyneri to his own dominions, before 
Belifarius was in a coaidition to cut olF his retreat. The 
emperor being foon after obliged to recall Belifarius, and 
(end him into Italy, vvHcre the Golhs had gained great ad- 
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vantages over the Romans, Cofrboes refolrcct once mo^to 
invade the Roman territoiies, notwithftanding the d^dful 
plague that raged in Perfia, being encouraged bf ime magi, 
and a fhameful overthrow of thirty thoufand Romans, who, 
attempting to break into Perlarmenia, had been defeated 
by four thoufand Perfians. Upon this fuccefs he invaded 
Mefopotamia, and invefted Edeffa } but, not being able to 
resbee the place, after feveral unfuccefcful attempts, he 
agreed to raife the liege, and foon after concluded a truce 
’ for five years, upon the emperor’s paying him two thou¬ 
fand pounds weight of gold, and fending him a celebrated 
phyfician, named Tribunus, who had formerly cured him 
of a dangerous diftcmper^ Not long after the conclullon 
of the truce, Cofrhoes, obferving the Lazians difpleafed 
with their late change, and apprehending they would foon 
revolt from him to the Romans, refolved to prevent a fe- 
cond revolution, by caufing Gubazes their king to be mur¬ 
dered, by tranfplanting the natives into Perfia, and propling 

the country, w hich opened him a paffage into the Euxine 

fea, with Perfians, and other nations well affected to his 

^"buI his defign being difeovered to Gubazes, by tliofe who 
. were employed to put it in execution, that prince had re- The /.a- 
courfe, in the moft fubmiffive manner imaginable, to Jufti- 
nian. who. forgetting his part conduft, received him again < 

under his proteftion, and immediate y dvfpatched ei^h 

thoufand men, under the command of Dagiftatus, to his 
affiffance. This general, being joined by a numerous body 
of Lazians. laid fiege to Petra, one of the 
in Lazica, defended by a Perfian garnfon, 
all manner of provifions. Cofrhoes, alarmea at this f uldcn 
evolution, fent a powerful army, under tbe ccuduft of 
Mermeroes, to the relief of the place. _ At 
Dagiffxus, who was a young unexperienced officer, abari 
donine his camp and baggage, fled in the utmoR coufterna- 
lion towards the Phafis. Upon his ret^reat, at 

vanced to Petra, the garnfon of which place, confi.l g at 
firft of fifteen hundred men, was now reduced to three 
hL^dred Sfifty, of whom an hundred and fifty were dif- 
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w^^Ahad.fcrved in the army from his childhood, and was 
deem^. one of the bell commanders of his age. At his 
departure, he left a body of five thoufand men encamped 
on the banks of the Phafis, to wateh the motions of the 
Romans and Lazians. (!)f thefe Gubazes and Dagifiaeus 
furprifed one thoufaird, as they were rtraggling in quell of 
booty; and, having cut them off to a man, fell unex- 
pedledly, in the dead of the night, upon the main body, put 
moll of them to the fword, and obliged the reft to favc 
themfelves by a precipitate, flight. The Romans made 
themfelves mailers of their camp, in which, befides their 
enfigns and baggage, they found a great quantity of arms, 
and a conlidcrable number of mules and horfes. They pur- 
fued the fugitives to the confines of Iberia; intercepted fe- 
veral other parties that were conveying provifions into Pe¬ 
tra ; and, having blocked up all the avenues leading to the 
place, returned with their booty and captives. 

CoCrhoes was no fooner informed of this overthrow, 
than he difpatched Corianes, with an army of Alans as well 
as Perlians, into Lazica. But Corianes was attended with 
no better fuccefs than the other Perfian generals ; for, be- 
ing oppofctl on the banks of the Hippus in Colchis by Gu¬ 
bazes and Dagiftatus, his army was, after a moft obftinatc ■ 
difpute, totally defeated, and himfelf llain Thefe advan¬ 
tages w'ere chiefly owing to the courage and condudl of Gu- 
baze.s, at whofe requell Dagillaeus, who had lhamefully 
abandoned the liege of Petra, was recalled, and Beffas, an 
oflicer of great experience, appointed to command in his 
room. He immediately invelled Petra, and, in the end, 
reduced that important place, though defended by the Per¬ 
fian garrifon wdth fuch obftinacy, as favoured of madnefs 
and defpair. Beffas ordered Petra to be difmantled ; and, 
leaving three thoufand in Archaeopolis the capital, and 
nine thoufand encamped on the banks of the Fhafis, under 
the coTnm.ind of Odonachus, he retired w-ith the reft into 
Armenia, his own government. Upon his retreat, Mer- 
meroes entered Lazica ; and, having firll obliged Odonachus 
to retreat into the Roman territories, he laid fiegc to Archteo- 
polis, which however he was forced to ralfc, having, in 
feveral affaults, been repulfed with great loJs by the garrifon. 

Notwithllaiiding thefe hoftilities, the Perfian ambaffa- 
dots, who had been fent to Conftantinople the preceding 
year, continued in that city; and, foon after the redu£lion 
of Petra, concluded a five years truce with the emperor, up¬ 
on his paying to the Perfian king an immeiife fum, which 


* Evag. lib. iv. cap. 15, s6. Procop. lib. ii. cap. 50. 
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raifL-il gre.1t complaints among the people, who were rath^ 
for purfuing the war, than fubmitting to pay a tribi^to 
the king of Perfia But Juftinian was glad to coq^o an 
agreement with the Perfians upon any terms, that he might 
not be diverted from purfuing the advantages he had gained 
over the Goths in Italy; of which we fhall fpeak in a more 
proper place. The truce was no fooncr eipired, tl»n the 
PesJrans, invading Lazica, took by ftratagem the ftrong 
pCallle ot Teleplis; and then attacking the Homan army, 
which lay encamped at a fmall diftance, defeated them at 
the firll onfet. Gubazes king of Lazica, provoked at the 
cowardice of the Roman generals, acquainted the emperor 
with their flinmeful behaviour; a complaint which incenf- 
ed them to fuch a degree, that they confpired to difpatch 
him: accordingly, having accufed him at court of treachery, rht Hue of*' 
as if he privately correfponded with the Perfians, by wrelt- Lazk/'' ' 
ing the in(tru£tions fent them by the emperor, they mur- tarbarov/ij 
dered him, pretending, that he defigned to betray them, 
and deliver all the Romans into the hands of the Perfians. 

The Lazians, incenfed againft the authors of his death, 
would have revolted from the Romans, and joined the 
Perfians, had not Juftinian appeafed them, by caufing all 
.thofe who were acceflbry to the murder to be publicly 
executed, and the deceafed king’s brother to be immediately 
proclaimed in his room. 

In the mean time the Perfians, to the number of fixty 
thoufand men, advanced, under the command of Nachota- 
gan, into Lazica, and befieged Phafis; but Juftin, who 7/, p^,., 
commanded the Pioman troops, cut twelve thoufand of his fiam Je~ 
men in pieces, and obliged the reft, with their general, to J‘aiej. 
fave themfelves within the Perfian dominions. This defeat 


fo intimidated Cofrhoes, that he immediately fued for 
peace, which was accordingly concluded upon terms equally pf p|_ 
honourable to both princes The public rejoicings for the igoc. 
peace with Perfia, after fuch a long and deftru£tive war, A D. (;t. 
were difturbed by a dreadful earthquake, which continued '♦°i- 
for feveral days-, and overturned a great many ftately edi- ^ 
fices, aiHl feveral churches, in which periftied an incredible toticUJeJ. 
number of people, who had crouded to them during the 
public confufion. About the fame time the plague, which 
had raged a few years before with great fury all over the 
empire, broke out again at Conftantinople. I he fame 
year 558, the Hunns, pafling the Danube in the depth of 
winter, inarched in two bodies direiTly for Conftantinople, 


“ Procop. lib. ii. cap. 17. iS, 19. Idem, cap. 17. 

Bell. Goth, lib. iv. cap. 8, 9. Agath. lib. iii, p 81—90, 
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Isying wafte the countries through which they paflc< 
advanced, without meeting with the lead oppoFition, witlii 
an hmtdred and fifty furlongs of the city. But Bdifatiuj 
though BOW weakened by age to fuch a degree, that h 
was fcirce able to hold a fbield, or brandilh a fword 
Jripatio marching out againd them with a handful of men, pu 
fy thernato flight, and delitrered both the emperor and the cit; 
Sth/'arw, from the dangers with which they were threatened. lipw 
ever, the emperor, to prevent them from breaking anew 
into the Roman dominions, agreed to pay them an annua 
peiirion, upon their dipulating to defend the empire again!] 
all other Barbarians, and to ferve, when required, in the 
Roman armies. 

Yr. of FL This was the lad exploit performed by Belifarius, who, 
• s 9»6. upon his return to Condantinoplc, Was difgraced, dript of 

^.D. 559. all hij employments, and conflned to his houfe. Agathias 
■C.. 14c . jfgfiijes i,js difgrace to the malice of his enemies at court, 
Btti/ariuj ''“''ho, envying him the great reputation he had defervedly 
acquired, and the favour he was in with the people, per- 
fuaded the emperor, whofe jealoufy increafed with his 
years, that Belifarius afpired at the fovereignty; that the 
people, who preferred him to the mod renowned heroes of 
antiquity, M'ere all to a man ready to fecond him in his am¬ 
bitious views V and that the foldiery were dill more attach¬ 
ed to him than the people. Upon thefe malicious and 
groundlefs iiilinuations, the emperor, forgetting the pad 
ferviecs of the mod deferving of all his fubje£ls, of one who 
had been the bulwark of the empire, and the redorer of the 
ancient military difeipline, recalled him, according to Aga- 
thias, w'ithout fuffering him to purfue his late viuory over 
theHunns; and, upon his arrival at Condantinople, Which 
he deferved to enter in triumph, confined him to his houfe, 
afeer having, with the utmod ingratitude, diveded him of 
all his authority, honours, and employments ‘ (C). 

Vr. of FI. About this time, three of the emperor’s chief officers, 
*9'*- Ablavius, Marcellas, and Sergius, confpired againd him, 
upon what provocatioii we know not; but the plot being 
' ***** difeovered by fome perfons, whom Ablavius had attempted 

c Agnth. Hift. Judin, cap. 9. 

(C) The mare modern writers authors afTure us, that, theyear 
pretend, that JulVmian caufed following, the ethperor, fully 
his eyes to be put out, and re- convinced of his innocence, re¬ 
duced him to Inch provrrty, that dored him to all his employ- 
he was forced to beg from door ments, which he enjoyed, with- 
to door in the dreefs of Con- out any farther difgrace, to his 
dabtinople. But the ancient death. 
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to engage in it, the confpirators were feized before they 
could put their defign in execution. Marcellus, aftcr^iv- 
ing defended himfelf with great refolution againft the of¬ 
ficers who were fent to arreft him, llabbed himfelf with his 
own fword. Ablavius and Sergius were publicly executed, 
and the reft of the confpirators bauifhed The emperor 
efcaped the confpiracy, but did not long outlive it, being 
foi^ after carried off by a natural, but fudden death, in the 
tKmy-ninth year of his reign. His public works, the wars 
'which were in his reign carried on, with furprifing fuccefs, 
by his two renowned generals Belifarius and Narfes, and 
the new form which he gave to the Roman jurifprudence, 
have defervedly procured him the furname of Great. Of 
his public buildings the reader will find a diftinfl account 
in Procopius, who alfures us, that there w^as fcarce a city 
in his dominions, in which he did not ere£t fome ftately 
edifice ; nor a province, wherein he did not build or re¬ 
pair fome city, fort, or callle In war he recovered, and 
reunited to the empire, Africa and Italy, after they had 
been long held, the former by the Vandals, and the latter 
by the Goths, as we fliall relate in the hiftory of thofe two 
nations. In peace he fignalized his reign by many excel¬ 
lent laws, but chiefly by the famous code, called from him 
'the Juftinian Code. 

In the beginning of his reign he publilhed an edift, di- 
reiRed to the fenate of Conltantinople, for compiling a 
new code. For this work he chofe the molt famous and 
learned men of his age, at the head of whom was the cele¬ 
brated civilian Trebonianus, who vvere to colleft into one 
volume all the conftitutions contained in the Gregorian, 
Hermogenian, and Theodofian codes, and add to them fuch 
as had been publifhed bv Tlieodofius the younger, and the 
other lawful emperors his fuccefl'ors, down to his own 
reign. Whatever in thefe laws feemed fuperfluous was 
to be retrenched, with the prefaces; their fenfe and inean- 
ing was to be rendered more clear; and the names ot the 
princes who publilhed them, the place, the time, and the 
perfons to whom they were direfted, to be prefixed to each 
conftitution. In this form and method was the new code 
compiled in little mote than a year; fo that it was publilhed 
in the beginning of the third year of Juftinian s reign, with 
an edia, commanding that code alone to be quoted by 
pleaders at the bar, and declaring all laws that were not 
contained in it to be of no force or authority. It was di¬ 
vided into twelve books, and contained the conftitutions of 
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Wty-four emperors, from Adrian to Juftinian; whereas the 
TfiTcs^dofian code began with Conftantine the Great. 

Juflijnian, not fatished with the code alone, undertook 
foon after am ore noble, and much more difficultwork; which 
was to collect, and digelt into order, the opinions and an- 
fwers of all the celebrated civilians, their remarks and com¬ 
ments on the Roman laws, efpecially on the edidlum per- 
petuum, and their different treatifes ; in all above two t]^ou- 
fand volumes. This difhcult taflc was completed in the 
fpacc of three years by Trebonianus, and (ixteen other able 
civilians, and called by the Latins Digefta,.becaufe the opi¬ 
nions of the ancient civilians were there digefted into or¬ 
der ; and by the Greeks Pandeftse, as containing all the an¬ 
cient jurifprudence. When this great work was near com¬ 
pleted, Julliniari ordered Trebonianus, Theophilus, and 
Dorodeus to compile, for the benefit of the youth, the In- 
ftitutes, or firft principles of the law, which were publifhed 
about a month before the Pandefts h As many things were 
found to be wanting in the code, and Juftinian himfelf 
had, after the publication of it, enadled fevcral laws, in the 
eighth year of his reign he ordered a fecond code to be 
made, in which were inferred all the conffitutions, about 
two hundred in number, which he had enaClcd fince the 
publication of the firft, and feveral others contained in the 
former code, either correfted or annulled. This fecoml 
code, ftyled De Repetita Prseledfione, was publiflied five 
years after the firft, and at the fame time a decree, declar¬ 
ing the firft to be of no force, and forbidding any conftitu- 
tions or laws to be quoted in the courts of juftice, that were 
not contained in the new code De Repetita Prteledlione s. 
Thus was the firft code, in a manner, abolifhed, and all 
authority given to the fecond, which has reached our times, 
divided into twelve books, and feven hundred and feventy- 
fix articles, containing the conftitutions of fifty-four em¬ 
perors, from Adrian to Juftinian. After the publication of 
the Inftitutes, Pandedts, and Code, Juftinian enadled fevc- 
ral laws, which were joined together in a diftinft volume, 
called the Novelise Conftitutiones. Thefe were publiflied 
from time to time by Juftinian, not in the Latin, except¬ 
ing fome few, but in the Greek tongue, and colledled into 
one volume after bis death Juftinian is not only com¬ 
mended for bis indefatigable care in reforming the Roman 
jurifprudence, but for his piety, prudence, jufticc, cle- 

f Vide Balduin. in Juftinian, p. 497. Ritterf. in Jure Juftin. in 
Prooem. cap. i. num. 4. Edmund. Meril. ad 50. Decif. Juftin. 
g Balduin. in Juftinian. p. 497. Ritters, in Jure Juftin. in Prooem. 

I, num. 4. ■> Cujac. lib. viii, Obf. cap. ult. 
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mency, and every virtue becoming a perfon in his high fti- 
tion. As for the fecret hiftoiy, filled with raoft bittw in- 
veftives agaiiift Jiiftinian and the emprefs Theodora, it is, 
by the ablelt critics, looked upon not as the worjt of Pro¬ 
copius, but as a fcandalous libel imputed to that writer. 
It is true, he loaded the people with heavy taxes; but the 
money thus raifed was neither hoarded up by him, nor ap- 

g to the gratification of any unlawful paflion, but em- 
;d ill paying his numerous forces; in carrying on the 
'many wars in which he was engaged; in repairing the pub¬ 
lic buildings, and embellilhing the cities of the empire with 
llately edifices. In the latter part of his reign, he feemed 
to countenance the Eutychians, no doubt at the inftigation 
of the emprefs Theodora, who efpoufed their doftrinc; a 
circumftance which has given occafion to many bitter in¬ 
vectives agalnll her memory. Juftinian may defervedly be 
called the laft Roman emperor; for in his reign the majefty 
of the empire feemed to revive, but foon vanifhed again, as 
we fliall fee in the fequel of the prefent hiftory. 
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